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Text: Matt. 3:1-12; Rom 15:4-13    Jim Gronbeck 
Theme:  “Power of Scripture & Tradition”   Advent 2A 
 #1025       December 8, 2019 
 
 
 The Advent and Christmas seasons are filled with tradition.  We’re 

studying Christian traditions in confirmation this month, checking them out 

to see if the traditions match or illuminate the Scriptures for the seasons.   

We talked about the traditions we have surrounding the Christmas season 

and how they fit in with Jesus and the Biblical story.   

 One of the Christmas traditions that we have here at Zion is our St. 

Lucia Festival.  We remember the faith and courage of this young girl some 

1800 years ago that led her to be martyred for her Christian faith.  We hear 

each year the story of St. Lucia bringing a shipload of food to Sweden in 

the midst of a famine.  It is a tradition that is not found in the Bible, but yet it 

has a lot to do with, and say about, our Christian faith.  It is a tradition that 

is important to the Swedish heritage of the congregation and so it is a 

tradition that illuminates Jesus and the Christian life for us.  Lucia was 

someone who refused to give up her Christian faith, even though 

Christianity was being persecuted in the Roman Empire at that time.   

 A tradition has meaning and value if it is pertinent to a situation, is 

enjoyable, and brings meaning to the faith of those who practice it.  As I 

listened to Yvonne Erickson talk about the history of the St. Lucia at the 
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WELCA Christmas gathering this past week, it was plain to see the 

meaning it has for the congregation.   

 So the traditions that we have at home, at church, and elsewhere can 

be important events and ways that we grow in faith.  Of course there are 

many traditions that I won’t get into here that can have little or no real 

connection with our faith.   

 In confirmation class we read the Christmas stories and then looked 

for any connections the traditions the youth gave were actually scriptural.  

Just because something is not found in the Bible doesn’t mean that it isn’t 

valuable.  We just tried to understand our traditions based on our 

understanding of the Christmas stories in the Bible.   

 Paul, in Romans, was writing to encourage the Christians in Rome.  

He was making the point that the Gentiles—those who were not Jewish—

were also welcome in the Christian faith.  The importance of the Bible 

cannot be overlooked for it’s in the Bible that we meet God.  It is in the 

Bible that we come to know Jesus and hear of His love and grace for us.  

It’s in the Bible that we learn of the Holy Spirit and how we can live as 

Christians as we learn to share the joy of faith with others.   

 When Paul wanted to offer hope and encouragement to those who 

were discouraged and struggling, Paul goes to the Scriptures.  In our 
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Second Lesson he goes right to scripture in verse 4.   He also tells the 

story of Jesus to give hope and encourage those who were new in their 

faith.  Paul then teaches all who read this passage that being a Christian 

means setting the Bible up against all other books, readings, and people.  

We read God’s Holy Word and measure what we think, what we do, and 

how we act toward others against the grace that the Bible gives us.   

 The temptation we all face is to set aside the words and teachings of 

the Bible when those things make us uneasy or show us when we have 

strayed from God.  By asking ourselves what a certain passage means, we 

are starting to think about what it may mean to us and for us.  Is this asking 

me to change?  Does it give me comfort or hope?  Is the passage stirring 

me to act?   

 We Lutherans believe that the Bible is God’s word to us.  It is 

authoritative; it is inspired by God; it is a living Word that can mean 

something to us one time we read a passage, and something else the next 

time we read it.  The Bible meets us where we are; bringing God’s Word to 

us in ways that meet our needs and expose our sin.  We trust the Bible 

because it is in the bible where we meet God and discover God’s purpose 

for our lives.  We learn what it means to follow our Lord and to be a 

disciple.   
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 Above all, it is in the pages of the Bible that we learn that we are 

loved—deeply loved.  We hear of how we are chosen by Jesus and how 

Jesus gave His life for us.   

 Our traditions—those things that are so meaningful for us—are things 

that can draw us closer to the love of our Savior.  I encourage you to look 

at your own traditions—the holiday traditions that you have as a family and 

the traditions we have here at Zion.  Do they draw you closer to Jesus?   

 One of the traditions that is so meaningful for our family is on 

Christmas Eve, before we open presents and get into all the craziness that 

goes with that, we take just a few moments and re-read the Christmas 

story.  We’ll hear it again at worship, but just taking the time to focus our 

thoughts on why we have this holiday is meaningful for me.  God’s Word 

speaks to us in so many ways, that the more we hear it, read it, and share 

it, the easier it becomes to incorporate God’s Word and apply it to our daily 

lives.   

 This Advent we hear the Word of God and the story of Jesus in so 

many ways:  through music; through visual art; through the actions of 

Christian sisters and brothers who share His love; and through the actual 

Biblical words themselves.  We’ll hear the Christmas story in a fresh, new 

way next week as our Sunday School shares it with us.  We’ll hear it from 
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Pastor Vetter as he shares the story on the 22nd.  And we will celebrate the 

incredible news of a Savior as we gather on Christmas Eve.   

 Spend some personal time this Advent in the Word and in your 

traditions.  Let them speak of Christ and His love for the entire world. 
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