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 Did you dream last night?  I have read that each of us dreams every 

night.  Do you remember your dream?  For me, it seems that if I wake up 

right after my dream I will have a better chance of remembering it in the 

morning.  If I don’t wake up, it seems the dream is forgotten.  Often we 

have dreams about people, places, or events that have made a special 

impact on our lives.  At other times, it seems that we dream about things 

that might be bothering us, fears we might have, or some events that are 

current in our lives.  Good dreams are enjoyable.  They may take us back 

in time or take us to pleasant places in our minds.  Bad dreams, or 

nightmares, can be especially disturbing to us.  

 I have a couple recurring dreams; in one of them I’m in college or 

seminary and I can’t find the right room for the class I have to attend.  I 

keep looking at my class schedule and I just can’t seem to find the room 

I’m supposed to be in.  I look and look, but I never find it. Sometimes I can’t 

even find the right notebook to use.  I always wake up before finding what I 

was searching for. It’s always a relief to wake up and learn it was only a 

dream! Even after all these years, I still occasionally have this dream! 
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 When people have lived through an especially terrifying ordeal, they 

often have dreams about it.  These nightmares are like reliving the ordeal 

over and over.  Today, as we celebrate AlI-Saints’ Sunday, I think of the 

Christians who have been persecuted in areas of Syria and Iraq by ISIS.  

We are hearing from survivors of the pain and suffering they have 

witnessed at the hands of these brutal, cruel, people.  We are also having 

our service men and women come home with PTSD because of the terrible 

situations they have lived through.  Dreams, for people who have 

experienced atrocities and horrors of war are terrifying and difficult to sort 

out. 

 Daniel tells us of a dream he had in our first lesson.  Dreams were 

important times of revelation from God in the Bible. The Book of Daniel was 

written about 165 BC, in a time of great persecution for the Jews at the 

hands of a vicious and barbaric ruler, Antiochus Epiphanes.  Daniel relates 

how terrified he was when he had this dream.  I guess I would have been 

terrified as well!  Beasts rise up out of the sea--long the symbol for chaos 

and evil in the ancient times.   Daniel addresses one of the attendants in 

his dream to ask what this all means.  He is told about the four great kings 

rising up from earth, and then is told that despite the horror and persecution 

from these empires, the ones who are faithful to God—the holy one of the 
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Most High—shall receive the Kingdom and possess this Kingdom forever.  

This dream was a sign of hope for the Hebrew people to persevere and 

keep their faith in the midst of this terrible persecution.  The dream was 

meant to encourage the people to look to the future and the promise of 

God’s Kingdom as they struggled through their present misery.   

 Years later, on a Plain in Galilee, someone else spoke words of 

encouragement and hope to people who were following Him.  Jesus 

brought the Kingdom of God that had been promised long ago in the Old 

Testament.  The contrast between the kingdom of the beasts described in 

Daniel and the Kingdom of God could not have been more striking.  The 

people had suffered a long time under cruel human rulers who had wealth, 

power, and prestige.  Jesus proclaims a Kingdom where the poor, 

oppressed, sorrow-filled, down-trodden, and hungry will find reprieve.  

Jesus says they will be ‘blessed.’  Being blessed by Jesus is more than a 

state of being ‘happy,’ it brings a state of peace and wholeness which is 

the result of a right relationship with God.  This comes in stark contrast with 

the ways of the worldly rulers.  It declares that God’s criteria for greatness 

is not found in riches, power, or prestige.  God’s Kingdom is given to the 

faithful followers in spite of their situation in life.  The poor are blessed 

because they have been given the inheritance of the Kingdom of God.  In 
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this Kingdom, the hungry will be filled, the weeping shall laugh, and the 

poor will have the riches of the Kingdom given them for all eternity.   

 Jesus brought the Kingdom of God to earth.  His birth signaled a new 

reign and a new King.  For those who followed Jesus, this reversal of 

values was reality.  His followers left everything behind and were literally 

the poor, the outcast, the down-trodden.  They were dependent on God for 

all things, and found themselves blessed because of their faith.   

 Today we celebrate the faith of those who have gone before us.  We 

remember the saints of the early Christian church who persevered despite 

horrible suffering.  We remember also those down through the ages who 

have kept the faith, given their lives on account of the Gospel, and those 

who have lived their lives trusting in Jesus.  This includes all who up to the 

present time have trusted in Jesus as their Lord and Savior.  It includes 

those who have served Jesus through loving and caring for others. It 

includes those who have passed the faith on to us, who have nurtured us, 

loved us, and have now died in faith.  These are the faithful who knew 

Jesus and who worshipped Jesus, serving Him and serving others for 

Jesus’ sake.   

 All Saints’ Sunday reminds us of our great heritage—our place in 

God’s Kingdom—which includes this world and the world to come.  We are 
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reminded of the sacrifice of Jesus and of His Victory over sin, death, and 

the power of the devil.  We are gracious recipients of this Kingdom through 

faith—faith which has been passed down to us by parents, grandparents, 

Sunday School teachers, friends, and by others who cared enough to tell 

us of Jesus.  Following this sermon we will remember Zion’s members, 

friends, and others who have died since last All Saints’ Day by lighting a 

candle in their honor.  We light the candles from the Paschal Candle which 

reminds us that Christ is the Light of the World.  It is through His love and 

grace that we, too, receive our place in His Eternal Kingdom.   

 Remembering this free gift of grace, and our many blessings, we are 

encouraged to live faithful lives of witness and service to our Lord.  We are 

encouraged to respond to the grace we have received by sharing Christ’s 

love with others, as expressed in the Gospel.  We are called to be people 

who live for others, not for ourselves.  We are called to be people who feed 

the hungry, clothe the poor, console the weeping, and bring Christ’s love to 

bear on all we do.  We are called to live as humble servants of the King of 

Kings, the One who has conquered all things and, through baptism, has 

made us members of His Kingdom.  We are called to celebrate the hope 

that is ours in Christ, serving others and we are challenged to bring His 

love to a world so desperately in need of the love of Christ.  We are called 
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to follow in faith where our Lord has led the way, wherever that road may 

take us. 

 AMEN       1326 

 


