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 We are taught and conditioned that anything worthwhile in life takes 

some effort.  In Economics classes we are taught, “there are no free 

lunches.”  If something comes too easy, or without our effort, and seems 

too good to be true, it usually is an empty promise. 

 Naaman, the highly decorated and successful Syrian General, felt the 

same way.  In our First Lesson we have the story of Naaman, a very 

powerful man, who was basically the Syrian army’s version of Gen. Dwight 

Eisenhower of WW II.  The Bible says Naaman was a highly respected 

man and in high favor with his master—the Syrian King. Naaman had 

earned his lofty reputation through his hard work, bravery, and a good deal 

of self confidence in his abilities.   

 But Naaman had one major problem:  He had leprosy. Leprosy, now 

referred to as Hansen’s disease, was a disease that caused open sores, 

disfigurement, and shunning from the rest of society.  It is a contagious 

disease that in ancient times was as feared as AIDS was in the ‘80s and 

‘90s.  Leprosy was painful, humiliating, and caused those afflicted with it to 

be ostracized from their communities.  
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 Naaman’ s reputation must have been impressive.  On one of the 

raids the army made into Israel they captured an Israeli girl who became a 

servant of Naaman’s wife.  With all the discussion of the leprosy, and how 

to help this powerful man, the girl told them about the prophet Elisha in 

Israel.  She had faith that this man of God could cure Naaman’s disease.   

 The trouble was Elisha was in Israel.  The Syrian king then wrote a 

letter to the King of Israel who feared this was prelude to an invasion and 

war because of Naaman’s reputation.   There was a bit of 

miscommunication involved and a lot consternation concerning the Syrian 

General.  The king of Israel thought that the Syrian king wanted him to do 

the healing, which the king knew he could not do.   

 Somehow, Elisha found out about the fuss and told his king that he 

would ask God to cure Naaman.  Problem solved. 

 So Naaman came before Elisha with a cohort of people and gifts.  

Someone in our Bible Study class figured the amount of gold equaled $3 

million dollars today!  The clothes he brought were fit for a king. But Elisha 

wanted none of that.  He sent a message out for Naaman to wash in the 

Jordan River 7 times.   
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 Naaman felt slighted and became angry.  He thought washing in the 

Jordan was too easy; besides the rivers in Syria were better!  (A bit of 

national pride showing through!)   

 Naaman’s servants made a good point in saying that if Elisha had 

made him do something difficult, wouldn’t he do it?  Naaman was probably 

looking to purchase the healing with the gifts he brought.  But this prophet 

made no demands.  Simply go and wash seven times.   

 So he did.  And he was cured of his leprosy.  At that point he became 

a believer in the God of the Hebrew people.  He pledged his faith in God.  

 For Naaman this had all seemed too easy.  He didn’t have to pay 

anything and simply had to wash in the Jordan River.   But following this 

miracle healing, there was something that required a great deal of difficulty:  

that was faith and trust.  Naaman had to trust that this would work.   

 Trust and faith are important for us as well.  St. Paul wrote to 

Timothy, “The saying is sure:  If we have died with Him, we will also live 

with Him…”  The message of our salvation in Jesus Christ through Holy 

Baptism seems too simple, too good to be true.  We don’t do anything to 

receive this gift, it’s not contingent on our goodness, or faithfulness, or acts 

of charity, or anything else WE FEEL might help us gain access to the 

Kingdom of God.   
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 Jesus emphasized this in the Gospel as well.  The 10 lepers were 

healed on the way to the priest.  The Samaritan realized the miraculous 

healing was a gift from God and went back to praise God for what Jesus 

had done.  The nine were healed also, but they went to the priest to be 

declared clean.  They didn’t do anything to earn their healing and their 

return to society.  We don’t know any more of the story than what Luke has 

shared.   

 What we do know from these texts today is that the gifts of God and 

the Kingdom of God are free gifts that we cannot earn.  They are also for 

the outsider and the outcast as well as God’s chosen people.  Salvation is 

a free gift; it is not earned and there isn’t enough gold in the world to be 

able to pay for our salvation.   

 The free gift of salvation we have in Jesus Christ flies in the face of 

our American work ethic.  We are taught to work hard and we will succeed.  

There are no free lunches.  That is the American way.  The Gospel 

message is that our salvation is free, no strings attached.   

 These lessons also teach us about gratitude and thanksgiving to 

God.  When they realized the enormity of their gift, the outsiders returned to 

give thanks.  As humans, living in our fallen human state, we need to learn 
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to give thanks.  It’s something that is taught and isn’t normally a natural 

response because our Old Adam wants us to feel we had it coming.   

 So we live out our lives in thankfulness and praise to Jesus Christ for 

all we have been given and for our salvation.  When Jesus says to us “Get 

up and go on your way; your faith has made you well,” we need to realize 

that Jesus put His life behind that statement of healing and love.  It takes 

work to believe and live as a Christian, but it took a lot more for Jesus to lay 

down His life for us.  It may seem too easy, but complete faith and trust in 

Jesus takes a lot of work and lots of courage.  It takes courage to let Jesus 

lead us and to accept His gift of grace.  It takes courage to stand up as a 

Christian and live out the faith we believe.   

 Jesus said, “Get up and go on your way; your faith has made you 

well.”  As we go on our way today, the free gift of salvation in Christ is 

yours to share.  Christ has come for everyone—insider and outsider.  Give 

thanks for your salvation and share your story of love and forgiveness in 

Christ.   

 AMEN         1117 


