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 How many of us are here today in order to increase our faith?!  Or, 

are you thinking, “Wait! That sounds like a trick question!” Can we increase 

our faith?  Are there people who have so much faith that they can actually 

tell a tree to be planted in the sea, and it obeys them?   

 Faith isn’t a ‘given’ in today’s world, as it was 50 years ago.  We live 

in a pluralistic society where there are many different religions that are 

vying for our attention.  Things can happen that could cause us to question 

our faith.  The world seems to be on a downward spiral that can seriously 

wound or weaken our faith.   

 So when the apostles ask Jesus to increase their faith, we perk up 

and think ‘Yeah, I’d like that too!’  It would be nice to be able to surmount 

any of the problems we face and not blink an eye concerning our faith.  

Who among us doesn’t have questions or doubts concerning our faith?  

When we are faced with difficult situations, or even life and death struggles, 

there are times when we question if this is all true.  Is there truly a life after 

death, or are we just hoping for something that may or may not be true?  Or 

is there more that we can do to make sure that whatever awaits us in the 

future, we’ve done enough to get us into the heavenly realm?  Do we have 
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enough faith to overcome the hardships, the struggles, or the down-times in 

our lives? 

  That resonates with us, right?  We might ask, “What more can I do; 

have I forgotten anything; or how do I get through the times when I feel my 

faith is stagnant or weakening?  So as we gather here today we can 

identify with the apostles’ concern.   

 This presupposes the view that there is a certain amount of faith that 

is needed to function as a Christian.  It also causes us to ask what we 

need to do in order to ‘grow our faith.’   

 So how reassuring is it for you to hear Jesus say that if we have faith 

the size of a mustard seed we could do amazing things?  Just a little faith 

can be enough to dig out and uproot all the doubt or uncertainty and cast it 

into the sea.  Just a little faith can get you to pray for healing—for  

relationships, bodies, and souls.  Just a little faith can bring you to church 

to hear our Lord Jesus Christ tell us that this whole crazy business of faith 

is not quantifiable.  The point is that faith can do what is otherwise 

impossible—even just a little faith.  

 Faith is trust.  We have faith that God raised Jesus from the dead, 

and we trust the promise Jesus made that all believers will be with Him in 

Paradise.  We trust the promises made in the Bible because our faith tells 
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us that the promises are true and will be kept by our Lord.  When life 

throws you a curveball and things happen that you can’t control, your faith 

helps you trust that Jesus and the Holy Spirit will be with you to see you 

through any difficult times.   

 Sometimes we find it hard to trust.  If we have had experiences in our 

lives where people have broken our trust—friends, a spouse, leaders, or 

even parents—then trust can be shaken.  And trust between people can be 

hard to rebuild if it is broken.   

 But Jesus keeps His promises.  Jesus has given us the Holy Spirit to 

lead us—to help us with our decisions, our times of doubt, and those times 

when we just can’t seem to trust anyone.  Faith in Jesus is trust that HE 

has kept His promises and that He will keep them in the future.  Faith in 

Jesus is trusting that we are not on our own; that we have an Advocate 

who loves us more than we can imagine.   

 As we try to understand what Jesus is saying in His parable of the 

dutiful slave, or servant, it seems as if Jesus is expanding our 

understanding of faith.  Faith is not merely a notion of intense believing or 

being fearless in the face of extreme adversity.  Faith is always faith in God 

or the Messiah.  Faith can be simply walking with someone through a tough 

time in life.  It may be caring for someone or helping someone with 
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everyday tasks.  Faith is bringing a hot dish to someone following surgery 

or a death in the family.  Faith is taking a risk to do what you think is 

necessary to keep a loved one safe.  Faith could be watching your 

grandkids or a neighbor’s kids when the parents have to be somewhere 

else.  Faith is letting go of your need to control and letting God lead you. 

 Faith can’t be quantified because faith is a link to the power of God.   

There is no need for desperate quests for more and more faith—it is 

something you possess because of Christ.  Faith is the Holy Spirit working 

in your life in the mundane, every day things, and in those times when your 

trust is stretched to the max.  Our faith in Jesus leads us to do the things 

we are doing and to be the best person we can be because of Jesus’ love 

for each of us.  We can go in our ability to trust Jesus and in turn our faith 

in Him becomes stronger.  We come to God’s holy altar today trusting the 

Promise and in faith that Jesus is truly present in the bread and wine, 

making it His own body and blood.   

 Our faith leads us out into the world.  Our trust in God tells us that 

God is always present with us.  God goes before us and lights the way on 

the path Jesus has taken.  We go in faith and trust to share His love—not 

looking for accolades or personal honor.  We go tell the amazing story of 

Jesus and His love for you. 



5 
 

 So you do have faith—enough faith.  Your faith can lead you to trust 

God implicitly and let God do incredible things through you in the name of 

Jesus Christ.  It can lead you to share His love as you go about each day.   

 AMEN        1077 


