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 Embezzlement is a fairly common ‘white collar crime.’  We read of 

people getting caught embezzling money from their employers or places of 

employment more often than we realize.  The two most famous cases in 

our area are of our Northwestern MN Synod being embezzled out of more 

than $750,000 by the synod treasurer.  He was caught and has been in 

prison for a number of years already.  He had been ‘up-grading’ his home 

and had put much of it into big improvements in his home.  Then last year 

we heard of the manager of the Ashby Coop Elevator embezzling more 

than $5 million which he spent on safari hunts and other big game hunting 

experiences.  In both of these cases, and in nearly all the other cases of 

embezzlement it seems that the money was spent, or squandered, on 

something for their personal enjoyment.  It is a crime of greed and 

selfishness—as is the case with most crimes! 

 The manager in the parable Jesus told was accused of “squandering” 

his master’s property.  So he was accused of being wasteful, not thinking in 

the best interests of his master, and possibly even embezzling what 

belonged to his master.  By the response of the servant after being 

confronted by his master, he had been given quite a bit of power and 
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leeway by his master.  He went to work quickly and had the debtors write 

off a large portion of what they owed the rich man.   

 He was shrewd, and when he decided what to do concerning his 

future, he acted quickly.  He understood the reality of his situation and he 

once again squandered his master’s property by writing down the amount 

of money owed to the rich man.  The dishonest steward was interested in 

his own survival.  He took matters into his own hands to ensure that he 

would have some people who ‘owed him favors’ once he lost his job.  His 

own good fortune was all that mattered to him—during his employment and 

it seems he worked things out for his future as well.   

 And he got away with it.  The rich man wasn’t able to collect from 

him.  The manager hadn’t really done anything illegal—he must have had 

the authority from his master to conduct business in this manner.  The rich 

man could only say something like, “I gotta hand it to you; you took care of 

yourself.”  

 Survival, or looking out for himself and not his master, was what was 

important to the man.  But is it acceptable to accomplish your goals, even if 

it is wrong, illegal, or hurtful to another person?  As we studied in ethics 

class, “Does the end justify the means?”   



3 
 

 It always amazes me when I read or hear of someone getting caught 

in embezzlement.  It seems that it is a crime of greed where the person is 

sure to get caught by someone.  But, of course, we only hear of the cases 

where someone gets caught!  There might be many cases where the 

person gets away with the crime.   

 What can we take away from this parable?  On face value it seems to 

have Jesus saying that ‘the end DOES justify the means.”  It doesn’t sound 

like something Jesus would accept or promote.  So there has to be more to 

the parable than what appears on the surface.   

 Jesus is acknowledging that we live in a sinful and broken world.  

There are Bernie Madoff’s everywhere who are trying to get your money.  

There are cyber criminals who are trying every trick in the book to get us to 

give away our personal information or send them money.  Evil and 

dishonesty were not just biblical issues.  They are problems we have to 

deal with on an almost daily basis.   

 If survival is what is important to the dishonest manager, and he will 

do anything to ensure he will survive and thrive, what is it that is as 

important to you?  A careful look at the man’s thoughts and actions reveal 

that he really isn’t repenting.  He is merely lamenting.  He is lamenting the 

fact that he got caught, and that he really doesn’t have a good option for 
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self-employment once he is finished as a manager.  So he continues to 

play his dishonest game, gaining an advantage for himself in the future.  He 

is banking on having people ‘owe him something’ and is still being 

dishonest right up to the end.   

 Jesus helps us see what it is He is getting at in the parable when we 

look at verses 10-13.  Here Jesus says that those who are faithful in a little 

will be faithful in much, and whoever is dishonest in little will be dishonest in 

much.  In other words, Jesus is teaching us that if we are faithful workers, 

employees, friends, spouses or family members, this will carry over to other 

aspects of our lives.  We make choices each day that are based on our 

faith.  We make decisions based on what is most important to us—either 

our faith or our self-serving desires.   

 We all fail at this each day.  We sin and fall short of what God in 

Christ desires for us.  That is why the Confession and Forgiveness parts of 

our service each week are so important.  We need to be reminded to turn 

back to God and our faith.  What is important here is that we don’t just 

lament our situation, or getting caught in our sins; but that we repent—turn 

back to God asking for God’s forgiveness.   

 We have spent a good deal of time in our Tuesday Bible study 

discussing how we can best serve Jesus and be faithful disciples.  It is a 
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question that we all should be pondering:  How can I best represent Jesus 

Christ to the world?  How can I be faithful in what Jesus has entrusted to 

me?  Living our lives faithfully as examples of the difference Jesus makes 

in our lives is an important part of being faithful to the One who gave His 

life for us.   

 Jesus knows we aren’t perfect, and that we can’t always be shining 

examples of faith and life.  But we are His chosen ones and we are loved 

and forgiven as we come to Him in repentance.  We know the ways of the 

world, the pitfalls and dangers.  As such there are ways that we can reach 

others and live as Christ’s followers.  We can use our skills and our 

resources to help others, to share Christ’s love, and connect with people in 

ways that can help them come to know Christ as their Lord and Savior. 

 AMEN        1122 

   


