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 Moses Mendelssohn was one of the 18th century’s most brilliant 

thinkers.  The son of a poor scribe, Mendelssohn’s pioneering 

scholarship was widely praised by both Jewish and Christian 

teachers throughout Germany.  Though he was an observant Jew, 

several of his children converted to Christianity.  His grandson, Felix 

Mendelssohn the composer, was born a Christian. 

 This is a story that is part of a compilation of stories by William White.  

 When it was time for Moses Mendelssohn to marry, his father made 

arrangements for his warm and compassionate son to marry Fromet 

Guggenheim, a rich, young and beautiful woman.  They had never met.  

What made this union extraordinary was not only the humble origins of 

Mendelssohn, but his physical appearance.  Though he had a brilliant mind 

he was small, ugly, and had a hunchback. 

 A party was arranged for the two to meet.  While he was deeply 

engrossed in conversation, she had an opportunity to observe him from a 

distance, and was immediately repulsed.  She emphatically informed her 

father that the engagement was off. 
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 When Moses was informed that the woman didn’t wish to marry him, 

he requested and was granted, a conversation with her privately.  They 

talked quietly for a few moments before Mendelssohn said, “I wish to tell 

you a story.” 

 “As you know,” he began, “all marriages are arranged in heaven.  

Before I was born an angel was escorting me to earth.  I asked if it was 

possible for me to see the woman God had selected for me.  The angel 

answered that though it was highly unusual, he did not think it was 

impossible.   

 “I was granted one look, and to my astonishment the woman had an 

ugly hump on her back.  I pleaded with God, ‘It is not fair that a woman be 

a hunchback.  She will be the object of scorn and contempt.  I beg you, 

give me the hump and let her be well formed and beautiful.’” 

 Mendelssohn was silent a moment before he concluded, “God heard 

my prayer, and granted my wish.  I am that boy and you are that girl.” 

 Fromet Guggenheim looked at Moses Mendelssohn and viewed him 

with different eyes.  The man she now saw, and later married, was 

wonderfully attractive--a man of warmth and compassion.  

 We’re not sure if she actually believed the story, or if she had a 

change of heart after seeing what Mendelssohn was like on the inside.  It is 
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a good story of how true love is not just skin-deep, but it is found deep 

within.  True love looks past the obvious surface flaws or beauty, to 

connect with a person in a much deeper, more meaningful manner.  

Sometimes we see a much different person, either good or bad, when we 

are able to get past the surface issues.   

 God’s love for us is not a surface-type of love, but God searches our 

hearts and minds and knows all about us.  God sees us not as how we may 

appear on the outside, but God knows our insecurities, our faults, our 

cares, and God loves us in spite of that.  God desires a relationship with us 

that is honest, open, and meaningful.   

 The parables Jesus told in our Gospel are great examples of the 

extravagant love in the Kingdom of God.  When you look at the analogies 

close-up they really don’t make sense.   What shepherd would risk leaving 

the 99 sheep out in the open wilderness, exposed to the dangers of 

predators, to search out one lost sheep?  Would the shepherd have lost a 

few more by leaving them to fend for themselves?  Would his friends share 

in the joy he felt?  Or would they call him crazy? 

 And what person would search relentlessly for a lost coin—probably 

one day’s wages—and then throw a huge party when it was found?!  She 
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probably spent more on the party than the coin was worth!  But, that’s not 

the point. It sounds too far out to be believable.   

 But that’s how Jesus describes the Kingdom of God.  We have a God 

whose love for us is so intense that God will go to any length to reach out 

to us.  And when God in the Holy Spirit gets through to us there is joy such 

as we can’t imagine!  We have a God whose love is deep and far-reaching, 

and God celebrates over each of us in His heavenly courts like we have 

never seen before.   

 Today we are celebrating the ministry that has taken place at Zion 

this year.  We have changed the date of our Annual Meeting so that more 

of us will be able to celebrate.  God has blessed us in so many ways.  And 

God, we know, shares our joy today.  I encourage you to pick up an Annual 

Report and see all the ways your hard work, gifts, and talent have made an 

impact on others and have shared the love of God in Christ Jesus with 

many others.   

 God’s extravagant love for us is shown in the ways that we as a 

congregation have been blessed over the past 9 months.  We are blessed 

SO THAT we may, in turn, be a blessing to others. As we look forward to 

the fall and to the coming year ahead of us, let’s remember to give thanks 
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to God who has blessed us and rejoices as we reach out to others sharing 

His love.   

 AMEN        919 


