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 Well, as far as I know now, I have just finished “the wedding season 

for 2019.”  With three weddings in August, it has been a bit of a whirlwind!  

Reflecting on our Gospel and thinking back on those weddings, I have a 

little confession to make:  When I am officiating a wedding and when it 

comes time for the reception, this lesson comes to mind.  I think about the 

fact that I’m just a small cog in this big wheel, and the family and friends 

are there to celebrate this joyous occasion and that is what is important.  I 

appreciate the honor of being at a ‘reserved’ table, but the introvert in me is 

probably most comfortable sitting in the back.   

 Judging from how the sanctuary fills up each week I would guess 

most of you feel the same way!   

 Luke says in the Gospel that Jesus was being watched that day as 

He waited for a meal in the home of a Pharisee.  The Pharisees there were 

looking to see if Jesus would mess up and get Himself into trouble.  

Ironically, Jesus was watching the guests at the dinner party as they were 

jockeying for the best seats in the room.  Jesus was all about turning the 

tables on the ones in power and making them uncomfortable with what He 

was saying and doing.  Jesus was about showing and living what it would 
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be like in the Kingdom of God and what would be most important then.  

Jesus was about humbling oneself and treating others with respect and 

honor.  Jesus was about being honest and not expecting anything in return 

for your good deeds.   

 We have been taught that bragging is extremely offensive to others.    

We learn by watching others that accepting compliments is a form of 

relishing in our accomplishments that doesn’t square with the Biblical 

teaching of humility and self-sacrifice.  And so, we tend to feel 

uncomfortable when someone gives us a compliment.  We kind of brush off 

compliments either by ignoring them, or by belittling the compliment:  “Oh, 

that’s nothing,” we reply to someone’s compliment.  Today’s Gospel lesson 

is probably the source of our ‘Scandinavian Humility.’  

 There’s a lot to be said for this.  It is true that nearly everyone finds 

bragging about oneself or one’s achievements to others offensive.  And 

persons who try to impress others with a list of influential people they know 

or maneuver to meet people who are influential or popular are really boring.  

As with most things, a balance of a healthy self-esteem and humility 

contributes to a positive and pleasing personality. 

 Is that what Jesus was getting at here?  Was He talking about how to 

get along in society, much like Miss Manners might write in the newspaper?  
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Jesus was teaching about excessive self-interest when He observed 

people maneuvering for positions of authority, honor, or influence as they 

chose their seats at the table.  Jesus wasn’t concerned with a 

Scandinavian Humility that puts oneself down in the presence of others, 

and is rather self-effacing.  He was concerned with people who were trying 

to jockey and maneuver for positions of influence and prestige in public.  

He was reacting against those who were trying to better their standing in 

the Kingdom of God through their deeds or actions.  He saw people trying 

to work their way up the social ladder by butting in line, so-to-speak.  He 

warned them that those maneuvers could often backfire on a person and 

instead of feeling powerful, they could end up being humiliated.  A host 

might have another person in mind for an important place at the table.  He 

might also have been talking about the ways we maneuver for influence on 

committees, or jobs, or by trying to get something for ourselves or our 

family by influencing others in control.  We might try to get cozy with a 

politician to extract a favor from them. 

 We can set ourselves up for a fall when we try to maneuver ourselves 

into a position of honor.  We may get real friendly with someone because 

we need or want something from them.  We may try to influence someone’s 

decision by ‘wining and dining’ them—buttering them up!  We may do 
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things that are not consistent with our personality or character because we 

might want something from someone else.  It might be a friendship, a favor, 

a special title, job, or honor.   

 Really these are ways that the Law or the Old Adam in us gets in the 

way of the grace and love of God.  In our daily lives we have been raised to 

work hard and look out for ourselves in order that we do well and succeed 

in life.  This is the way our country was founded—with the understanding 

that we are the ones who can be in control of how things turn out for us. 

This way of governing and living has made our country and its people 

successful. 

 But the Kingdom Jesus ushered in was one of grace.  Our standing 

with God our Father doesn’t rest on what we do for ourselves.  It’s about 

what God in Christ Jesus has done for us.   

 In a little while we are going to join Jesus and His friends, not at the 

Pharisees’ table, but at the Lord’s Table.  Jesus invites us to His Table—to 

the place where we are fed and nourished spiritually as we receive His 

body and blood for the forgiveness of our sins.  We receive Jesus as we 

come to the altar, and Jesus comes to us to give us the greatest gift we 

could ever receive. Jesus tells us that we are loved, forgiven, and precious 

in His eyes.  This is not because of what we have accomplished, or 
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because of our standing in the community, it is wholly because of who 

Jesus is.  This is grace:  undeserved and free.   This is how Jesus turns the 

tables on our human attempts to earn His favor or jockey for a better 

position in His Kingdom.   

 And what then are we to say?  How do we respond to this amazing 

gift of grace?  All we can do is to say “Thank you, Jesus.”  We say “thank 

you for loving us and for giving us your free gift of grace.  Thank you for 

dying for us and for the awesome gift of Resurrection to eternal life.”   

 Martin Luther used to say, “We are beggars, that is true.”  So when 

you come to the altar confessing your sins, begging for the grace of God, 

be certain that at His Table, we are all seated in the places of honor.   

 AMEN        1122 


