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 We all know that ‘hindsight is 20/20.’  We can usually look back on a 

series of events in our lives and figure out how those events shaped us or 

influenced our decisions making us the people we are today.  When we’re 

in the midst of a difficult time, or when we are trying to make important life 

decisions, we don’t have the luxury of being able to see exactly how the 

situation will turn out.  We use the resources at our disposal to attempt to 

discern what path we should take, what decision we should make, or how 

to get through some trying circumstances.   

 Weathercasters, or meteorologists, are people who try to interpret 

what type of weather we’ll be having by examining the evidence at their 

disposal.  Today there are things like, ‘doppler radar,’ and satellite 

technology which can help the weathercasters see what is coming, and 

decide what it might mean for us.  They also look into the recent past, and 

the trends of the previous years, in order to try to tell us what our day or 

week will be like weather-wise.  Even with all their modern technology, it is 

often comical to see how far off the mark they can be in trying to predict 

and interpret the weather.   Following a big storm, they are able to tell us 

what happened, and during a storm they can use their technology to warn 
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us of danger, but looking ahead is getting a little better!  However, they’re 

probably the only profession that can get things wrong so often and still 

have a job!   

 Apparently weathercasting in Jesus’ time was done the reliable way:  

You look up, and if your face gets wet, it’s raining.  If you see storm clouds 

forming in the distance you know you have a chance at a storm.  If the sun 

is shining it is hot.   

 But, faulty weather forecasting wasn’t really at the heart of Jesus’ 

message today.  What got Jesus so upset was that the people were putting 

so much attention into trying to figure out what was going to happen in this 

world, that they missed the big picture:  Jesus coming to save them.  As we 

look back on this with 20/20 hindsight, we can see where many people 

missed the boat and blew the opportunity to follow Jesus.  We can look 

back and see that Jesus was showing a sense of urgency for His mission 

of salvation.  Jesus was talking about the cross and His crucifixion here.  

When Jesus was talking about the fire He was bringing, and the baptism 

He was bringing, He was talking in terms of His death.  He was so upset 

because the leaders were not taking Him seriously.  He predicted divisions 

between families because some will hear His message and believe, while 

others in the same families will not believe.  There will be division because 
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of Jesus, not because that is what He wanted, but that is the reality of the 

mindset of the people.  Some will believe and follow; some will see no need 

to listen to Jesus.  So Jesus’ sense of urgency in His message today really 

boils down to the cross.  The cross has unleashed a great firestorm on the 

earth.  It has been a source of division between families and people for 

centuries and it continues today. 

 The salvation Jesus brought to all peoples through His death and 

resurrection has not been received by everyone.  Even today in Christian 

churches we find the cross being a source of division…literally.  In some 

churches, a worshipper may not find a cross.  Some churches say that the 

thought of the cross is offensive to some people who might be visiting.  So, 

instead of explaining the cross, they choose to remove it.  But how can you 

talk about the salvation Christ gave us without talking about His suffering 

and death?  And of what meaning is the sharing of the Lord’s Supper, if we 

do not talk about it being the body and blood of our Lord Jesus?   

The cross IS offensive.  Frankly, it needs to be offensive!  The cross 

is offensive because it goes to the absolute core of our human condition:  

our sinfulness.  We are a sinful people.  We have sinned and fallen short of 

what God desires from us.  When we try to ignore the cross, and when we 

reduce Holy Communion to a mere remembrance of Jesus’ Last Supper 
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with His disciples, we are letting our own desire to save ourselves creep 

into the picture.  When there is no cross, and when there is no offense to 

the death of our Savior, then it’s much easier to believe in our own power to 

save ourselves.  So the cross even divides Christians.  We can’t gloss over 

the sacrifice Jesus made for us.   

We are hearing more and more talk about the concept of 

Universalism these days:  this is the belief that God is so gracious and so 

loving (which God is) that God could never condemn anyone to hell.  The 

result of this belief is that hell will be empty and everyone, in spite of their 

beliefs or actions, will go to heaven.  This takes away the need for the 

cross—the whole reason Jesus died for us.  Sin becomes irrelevant if 

everyone is going to heaven anyway.   

There is no way we can ever take the cross and Jesus’ suffering out 

of the picture, and still keep the faith.  What Jesus wants for His followers is 

to believe what He has done for us and not shy away from it.  He wants all 

His followers to be able to let go of our own need to control our destiny. 

Jesus wants us to turn to Him in repentance to receive our forgiveness.  

Jesus wants us to look at ourselves and the world around us--in the 

present—and see the ways He is leading us and working in our lives.  He 

calls us to turn to Him and rely on Him each and every day—whether we 
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are facing problems and difficulties or not.  Each day we are to put 

ourselves into Jesus’ hands and let His love and forgiveness—His grace—

envelop us and empower us.   In time we will be able to look back and see 

how Jesus has led us, or how His love has supported us.  We can look 

back and see with 20/20 hindsight how He is with us.  The challenge for us 

in the present time is to have the faith to place our trust in Him and lay our 

sins, our griefs, our challenges, our fears and anxieties at the cross and let 

Him lead us through each day.   

The cross is divisive and offensive.  It is also the power of God 

unleashed in our world through Jesus the Christ who has willingly given up 

His precious life for us.  It is that same cross that gives us hope as we 

place our trust and faith in this Lord each and every day of our lives.  We 

don’t need to look back in life to see the hand of God, we only need to trust 

that we are His today and always. 

AMEN       1214 

 


