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 What in life is most important to you?  What is it that truly makes you 

happy?   

 I’ve gotten into some conversations with folks lately about what is left 

behind once someone dies.  Generally the conversations start with 

cleaning out a parent’s home once they are in a nursing home or they have 

died.  We often talk about the plethora of things that a loved one kept that 

aren’t important to those who are cleaning out the home.  When a parent or 

grandparent has lived through the Great Depression of the 1930’s we often 

have lots to talk about!  Things like magazines, newspapers, cool whip 

containers, and such can be piled up from years and years.   

 My father’s home had been in the family for over 100 years when we 

decided to have an auction.  There was a lot to clean out, and surprisingly, 

there were a lot of things that had become valuable items simply because 

they were stored away for many years.  Toys with metal spoke wheels 

brought in hundreds of dollars; a television set from the 50’s went to a local 

TV reporter; even a pin of the 1965-66 Henning boys’ basketball team went 

to a collector!   
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 We collect a lot of stuff without really thinking about it.  Getting rid of 

those things was a bit nostalgic and sad, but really it is only because of the 

memories tied with the items.   

 The passage from Ecclesiastes always does business with me.  It 

strikes a chord about what is really important in life.  The author talks about 

all the work that is done, and all the prized-possessions that a person 

accumulates, and comes to the conclusion that it is like chasing after wind.  

It is a vanity and something that is superfluous to the things that really 

matter in life.   

 The text from Luke 12 starts out about a couple brothers who were 

having problems dividing up their family inheritance.  One asked Jesus, the 

rabbi, to be the judge over who gets what.  Jesus flatly refused.   He talked 

about what is most important in life—it’s not the possessions we have 

accumulated—but it’s the relationship with God that matters.  

 The parable Jesus told of the man’s foolish actions in building bigger 

barns to store all that he has accumulated will leave him empty in the end.  

It’s foolish of him to think that all the things he has will bring him security 

and happiness to his soul.  The point is:  All the toil we do to get more and 

more things or more money is a vanity—a striving after wind.  Where does 

it leave us in the end?  How could it bring help and hope in the present?   
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 Colossians reminds us that it is our relationship with Christ that is 

what matters.  We can have all the power, riches, or security in the world, 

but if we don’t have a relationship with Jesus, we come up empty in the 

end.  In this lesson we are taught to put our earthly desires into the 

background and focus on our relationship with Jesus.   

 That’s not an easy thing for humans to do.  Our sinful human nature 

causes us to think about ourselves first, and sometimes to the exclusion of 

others.  The sad thing is we can never accumulate enough to satisfy our 

needs and bring security to our souls.  We can never do enough to save 

ourselves or provide for our needs forever.   

 In our desires for more, are we really looking for something else?  Are 

we looking for securing our own future; our own security?  Are we really 

searching for acceptance from others?  Are we, in the end, looking for 

power and influence to satisfy our own desires?   

 In no way am I saying that we should get rid of all our assets—our 

retirement funds, our college savings funds, our home, or the things that we 

need to survive each day.  These things are gifts from God, and they are 

ways that God is providing for us and others.  These texts today remind us 

that these aren’t the ways we find our eternal security and our hope.  We 
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are reminded that we find peace, hope, and joy in our relationship with God 

and Jesus, and we express that love in our dealings with others.   

 As I thought about the conversations I had been having with others 

about our earthly treasures, I thought, when it’s all is said and done, what is 

the measure of a person’s life? What is it that is truly important?  Is it the 

amount of stuff we can accumulate?  Is it the wealth we can pass on to 

those who come after us?  What is most important to you?   

 We all have things that get passed on from one generation to the 

next, things that remind us of our heritage or of loved ones.  We have some 

mementos—things that make us feel closer to our past or to loved ones 

who are no longer with us.  Those things can remind us of the relationships 

we had with others, and the joy that we felt in times past. 

 But what about our relationships with the Lord?  What things remind 

us of Jesus and His love for us?  How are we working on growing and 

strengthening our relationship with Jesus?   

 We have talked about these relationships the past couple weeks.  

They are important enough for us to spend some time thinking about our 

relationship with God in Christ.  How do we keep it strong?  How do we 

develop a meaningful relationship with Christ? 
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 These lessons today provide a lot of insight for us.  Take them home 

this week and read through them over and over.  Then spend some time 

thinking and praying about your relationship with God.  It will not be time 

wasted, or a striving after wind. 

 AMEN        989 


