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 Most likely many of us have experienced a knock on our door and 

upon opening the door we find two people standing there.  They ask a 

couple questions and want to talk with us. They can be with either the 

Mormons or the Jehovah’s Witnesses.   

 How do you respond?  Respectfully, I hope.  They are missionaries of 

their respective church groups and are following their church’s requirement 

to visit and share their faith.  Their goal is to make new disciples of their 

church organization.  This practice seems to be following the directive of 

Jesus in today’s Gospel.   

 We may not agree with their particular church doctrine (beliefs), but 

that doesn’t preclude sharing your faith with them.  Or, you can tell them 

that you are a member of this church and do not wish to discuss it with 

them.  Even though we may not agree with their church’s beliefs, I have to 

admire their commitment. 

 The story of the Commissioning of the 70 for ministry by Jesus is a 

sort of learning experience for those who will be bringing the Gospel to the 

world following Jesus’ Ascension.  They get a chance to go out ahead of 

Jesus and bring His ministry to the places where He was intending to go.  
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They were given the abilities to heal the sick, cast out demons, and preach 

that “the kingdom of God has come near…”   

 The 70 were instructed to travel in pairs.  When we think of 

missionaries traveling in pairs we normally think of the Mormons or the 

Jehovah’s Witnesses.  But here Jesus sends His followers out in pairs--

maybe for their own personal safety, mutual support, and encouragement 

as they work on telling the story of Jesus the Messiah. 

 In the modern era we still send out missionaries from mainline 

Christian churches.  There are missionaries who are sent overseas to work 

with people in other countries.  They go to countries where the Christian 

faith is not known or is not readily accessible as a means of worship.  The 

missionaries can teach about Jesus, preach, and possibly teach the 

English language to people in under-developed countries.   

 We also have short-term missionary activities such as our Mission 

Jamaica program.  We go to Jamaica and build a home, work in an 

orphanage or a home for crippled children and adults.  We don’t 

necessarily teach to people who don’t know about Jesus; rather we share 

Jesus’ love as we work with or for them.  We help with basic human needs 

of shelter, love, and support as we are also doing what Jesus has called us 



3 
 

to do.  We currently have 24 people signed up to travel to Jamaica this 

winter, and there is still room for more!    

  There are also medical teams who go to underdeveloped areas or 

regions where medical care is hard to find.  We do this in Jamaica, the 

Philippines, and sometimes people with team up with other organizations to 

provide help and teach about Jesus.   

 We also are called by Jesus Christ to be witnesses or missionaries 

right in our own country and our own backyards.  Volunteering at the local 

food shelf, working with our congregation’s Helping Hands ministry, or 

supporting a person we know is having a difficult time in their life are ways 

we serve.   

 Jesus said, “The harvest is plentiful…” There is as much to be done 

to share the Good News with others today as there was when Jesus said 

those words.  There are plenty of opportunities to spread the love of Christ 

in word and deed wherever we find ourselves.  Locally, regionally, and 

globally, the work of Jesus’ followers never ceases.   

 The more I read about and observe modern culture, the more I have 

come to realize that the Era of Christendom is clearly over.  Society has 

become largely indifferent to Christianity and is increasingly more hostile to 

the Christian faith and the church.  By and large, the church and 
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Christianity are portrayed in negative terms in the media and more people 

are claiming no allegiance to Christianity than ever before.  This movement 

away from Christianity has been termed “Postmodernism” by sociologists.   

One of the characteristics of this postmodernist movement is that people 

come up with their own religious views, not wanting to read the Bible or 

accept what others believe.  This concept tends to lead to a whole mish-

mash of religious views and beliefs that simply echo the beliefs of the 

person making the statements.  For instance, Dr. Michael Rogness writes 

of a 1985 book by Robert Bellah and Richard Madsen titled, Habits of the 

Heart, which coined the word, ‘sheilaism.’  They quoted a young woman 

they called ‘Sheila’ who said, “I believe in God.  I’m not a religious fanatic.  I 

can’t remember the last time I went to church.  My faith has carried me a 

long way.  It’s ‘Sheilaism.’  Just my own little voice… It’s just trying to love 

yourself and be gentle with yourself. And, you know, I guess, take care of 

each other.  I think He would want us to take care of each other.”  This is a 

sort of well-meaning religiosity that tends to combine bits and pieces of 

many different religions.  It’s not Christianity.  What happens in this 

scenario is that the Old Adam in us takes over and our faith and God start 

to sound more and more like what WE would want them to sound.  

‘Sheilaism’ becomes the basis for believing and justifying what we desire.  
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These are many of the people Jesus is sending us out to today.  These are 

people we will come in contact with on a day-to-day basis as we move 

beyond the walls of the church into society.    

 Our Mutual Ministry Team has been looking into the idea of lay 

visitation and what that could look like in our congregation.  We have 

shared that vision with the Congregation Council and they are also thinking 

about the idea of having trained lay persons to visit with a variety of 

different folks and in differing scenarios.  This might be an area of interest 

to you, and we could use some more ideas on the subject.  So talk with me 

or a council member about any visitation ideas you might have for visiting 

in our area.   

 The harvest still, after 2,000 years, is plentiful, and the laborers few.  

As I mentioned last Sunday, Christianity seems to ebb and flow, with more 

interest in faith coming at times of stress and distress.  Jesus has 

commissioned us in Matthew 28 to ‘go and make disciples of all nations 

teaching them to observe all that Jesus has commanded us.’  We have a 

purpose and a meaning for our Christian lives.   

 We rejoice in the fact that our names are written in heaven (like little 

Lyla’s today).  But we know that there is always more for us to do and there 

are challenges that the Holy Spirit with guide us through.  We belong to 
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Jesus.  In that we rejoice.  Let us also carry the mantle of faith into the 

world with us.  

 AMEN       1179 

  

 


