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 It has been said about the story of the Gerasene Demoniac, that this 

is the story of how Jesus made “Devilled Ham!”   

 We don’t hear much about demons these days.  In the ancient world 

and in the Middle Ages demons were very popular topics of conversation.  

The belief in the power of demons was strongly felt.  Today we may feel a 

little too advanced socially or culturally to put much stock in the power of 

demons.  I read a book a little while ago about real life exorcisms that 

Roman Catholic priests had performed.  They were very disconcerting and 

powerful stories about the demonic possessions in our day and time.  It has 

been said that if the devil can get you to believe that he doesn’t exist, then 

he’s pretty much won the battle for your soul.   

 Today’s story of the Gerasene man possessed by demons is 

intriguing.  It is the most elaborate and powerful story of possession in the 

Gospels.  Certain aspects of the story are interesting because of the 

cultural situation in which the story was first addressed.  Pigs were seen as 

an appropriate place for the demons to go because of the Jewish belief that 

pigs are unclean animals they are forbidden to eat.  Popular belief states 

that demons also have an aversion to water.  They cannot exist in water.  
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Remember the story of the Wicked Witch of the East in the Wizard of Oz?  

She melted harmlessly away when water was thrown on her.  In colonial 

days, the so-called witches of New England were drowned because of this 

belief.   

 We aren’t told why Jesus and the disciples left Galilee to go to this 

non-Jewish, Gentile region.  It certainly was not a friendly place for Jesus 

or Jews in particular.  As Jesus arrived, He was met by this man, who was 

obviously an outcast.  He lived in the city cemetery, naked and bound by 

chains which he regularly broke.  Quite the welcome party for them! 

 As Jesus approached, the man began shouting at Him, “What have 

you to do with me Jesus, Son of the Most High God.  I beg you not to 

torment me”-- The man was filled with demons—unclean spirits which 

tormented him continuously.  The scene escalated into an obvious power 

struggle between Jesus and the forces of evil.  The demons try to get the 

upper hand by naming Jesus’ identity, but they soon turn desperate in their 

attempt for power and control.  The demons know they must yield to Jesus 

when he demands to know their names.  They tell Jesus their name is 

‘Legion’ because there are so many possessing the man.  In the Roman 

army a legion stood for about 5,000 troops.  In any case, there were a huge 

number of demons tormenting this man.  In the book I read on demon 
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possession, exorcising just one demon was a feat that few could 

accomplish and it took so much out of the person that they were never the 

same for the rest of their lives.  The priests either had health problems or 

some emotional difficulty.  For Jesus to immediately cast out these 

demons, who knew at once that they must yield to Him, was a truly 

incredible feat of power and authority from God alone.  The demons have 

lost the struggle and now try to ‘negotiate’ with Jesus for their new home.  

They fear being thrown into the abyss—the bottomless pit reserved for the 

enemies of God at the end of the ages.  Here Luke gives us a vision of the 

future fate of evil in the Kingdom of God.   

 When Jesus gave them permission to enter the pigs, it appeared that 

the demons had either tricked Jesus, or softened Him up so He would go 

easy on them.  In the pigs, the demons would still be around the 

countryside, and might soon return to active duty tormenting other people.  

BUT…as soon as the demons entered the pigs, they rushed off into the 

lake where they were drowned.  In the end, the demons had merely chosen 

their own means of destruction! 

 Jesus has again proven to be more than a match for the powers of 

evil, and at His command there is salvation.  There is no plea bargaining 

ever to be done with the forces of evil.  This story illustrates for us the 
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power of Jesus Christ over evil and the devil.  In the end, Jesus, Son of the 

Most High God, had the last say in a rather humorous twist of fate for the 

demons.  Instead of being able to escape the abyss, (the bottomless pit of 

confinement reserved for the enemies of God), they were drowned in the 

water. The forces of evil, the devil included, know the war with God is lost, 

but they are still actively attempting to win every battle they can win.  We 

can be assured that, even though there are still many battles to be fought 

with the devil and the forces of evil, Jesus holds the ultimate authority and 

power.  All who place their faith in the Son of the Most High God will, in the 

end, emerge victorious only because of Him.   

 The battle between good and evil is a monumental struggle that is 

nothing short of overwhelming for humans.  Movies have been made, 

humorous stories have been told, and even denial of the reality of the devil 

has emerged as humans try to get a grip on the concept of evil.  The fact 

remains, however, that evil is a true and real presence in the world.            

1 Peter 5:8 reminds us:  “Discipline yourselves, keep alert.  Like a roaring 

lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour.  

Resist him, steadfast in your faith...”  

 The people in the Gospel asked Jesus to leave, following His 

exorcism of the Gerasene demoniac.  They were confronted with a power 
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that was too great for them to bear.  They became fearful of Jesus’ 

overwhelming power.  In our modern-era we seem to have become too 

sophisticated or too knowledgeable to believe in the devil or demons.  We 

dare not do that.   

 Modern medicine has, however, diagnosed different forms of mental 

illness that were previously lumped into the realm of the demonic.  There is 

help and hope for people who have been diagnosed with illnesses such as:  

depression, anxiety, schizophrenia, personality disorder among others.  As 

a society we need to break through the stigma that illnesses of the mind 

can be cured by the human will.  We need to realize that God has given us 

the science and the ability to diagnose and treat these illnesses and that 

people should not suffer needlessly with them.  They can be tricky to get a 

handle on, but so is cancer and we treat cancer with every resource 

possible.  The same should be done with forms of mental illness.  I dare 

say no family is unaffected by it and yet we try to push it and our loved 

ones into the background because of it. 

 There is a huge difference between mental illness and demon 

possession.  Jesus has the awesome power of God to heal and to 

overcome all things.  This text today is about demon possession.  It 
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reminds us that that even when things seem out of control for us, Jesus 

has the power to bring healing and wholeness to our lives. 

  The man who was cleansed of the demons now becomes the focus 

of the story’s conclusion.  He is found sitting at Jesus’ feet by the 

townspeople.  His position is one of a disciple sitting at the feet of his 

master.  This man will now become the witness to the power and reign of 

God among His own fearful people.  The man, though he wanted to follow 

Jesus, is left behind to witness to the power and reign of the Kingdom of 

God found in Jesus.   

 Jesus, Son of the Most High God, is still battling the forces of evil, the 

demonic powers at work among us today.  We know that through the 

demon-killing power of the waters of our baptism we will be saved and be 

made whole.  Jesus has saved us, no matter what awaits us.  We are his, 

and the power of evil will never prevail against us.  Jesus has left us to 

witness to the healing, saving power and love of God.  We live among 

people who, in many respects, are still afraid of this Mighty God.  The 

challenge for us is to love one another, teach others about the awesome 

power of Jesus’ love, and reach out to a fearful world that often reacts by 

pushing us away.  The more we love, and the more we share the story of 
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Jesus with others, the more the power of the Kingdom of God breaks into 

this world and crushes the forces of evil around us. 

 AMEN       1490 

 


