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 Someone recently shared with me a National Geographic magazine 

from this past December.  The main emphasis in the magazine was an 

article titled, “The Bible Hunters.”  The title alone was enough to get a 

preacher interested, but the article was all about the search to find the 

ancient Biblical texts.  The sub heading reads: “In the cloak–and-dagger 

world where religion meets archaeology, scientists, collectors, and 

schemers are racing to find sacred texts.”  That had me ‘locked-in’ to see 

where the magazine was going with this mix of archaeology and religion.   

 The article did not disappoint.  It talked about the ancient texts being 

found in caves like the Dead Sea Scrolls, and ancient biblical artifacts as 

well as ancient papyrus copies of the Bible with just fragments left to 

examine.  The article also talked about the practice of selling antiquities—

both legally and illegally—along with the people who are working to 

translate, document, and compare all these ancient texts.   

 Archaeologists and treasure hunters have been finding texts and 

artifacts dating back to the second century and perhaps the first century 

after the Resurrection. But in a lot of the places they find scraps of texts or 

pieces of pottery jars manuscripts were kept in which means that looters 
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had been there ahead of them.  The wars and conflicts have, over the 

years, also destroyed places where these sacred texts were hidden.  Much 

has been lost.  The whole idea is like something out of an “Indiana Jones” 

movie…except that this is our Bible that’s being searched out, and our faith 

that is being written about in this secular manner in a secular journal.   

 The accounts of how the Bible came to be, how it was preserved over 

the millennium, and the accuracy of the various texts, place this story in a 

much different light for us Christians.  Christians, along with archaeologists, 

are working to discover and preserve all these ancient Biblical artifacts from 

the areas where Jesus walked, taught, and breathed.  There are even 

manuscripts being found deep in Egypt and Syria. The Christian faith 

spread out from Jerusalem in those early years and early evangelists had 

apparently brought scrolls and texts to other areas and they were copied 

and re-copied as the message of Jesus spread.  Those that have survived 

the ravages of time are in great demand.   We learn more about the early 

years of the Christian faith and its development from these ancient texts.   

 One of the great things that this archaeology teaches us is that all 

Christians come from the same family tree.  We trace our faith lineage back 

to the Garden of Eden even and learn that we truly are one family of 

believers.  Our Christian heritage is something we all share as we 
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remember that Jesus suffered and died for us all—Lutherans included!  We 

are all part of the family of God in Christ and our sisters and brothers 

include people around the world.   

 Today our Gospel from John is part of Jesus’ prayer to God that all 

His followers would be united in Him.  Jesus was thinking ahead to His 

departure.  He was praying that what He had started with the disciples 

would spread and yet that all who come to know Jesus and be united in 

faith.   

 Over the 2,000 years since Jesus prayed this prayer, Christians have 

muddled along.  We have had great success spreading the Gospel with the 

Holy Spirit’s leading.  We have kept the faith despite great schisms and 

divisions, times of war, and times of huge disagreements over aspects of 

our Christian faith.  The creeds we use, the Apostles and the Nicene 

Creeds, are ancient documents in themselves, but they have kept us 

mindful of what is important in our faith.  We use them regularly because 

they help us keep focused on the main tenets of our faith.   

 There have been many different denominations over the years.  

These offer us different ways to worship Jesus.  We don’t all have to 

worship the same way; we don’t have to like the same music, or have the 
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same structure in our worship services.  But we all need to hold Jesus 

above everything else.   

 The unity Jesus was praying for is unity based on our belief in God 

the Father, Jesus the Savior, and the Holy Spirit our Advocate and guide.  

Our oneness in faith with Christians today is based on the relationship we 

have with Jesus.  It is oneness of purpose as we share the story of God’s 

great love for us in Christ Jesus, and the Holy Spirit’s continued presence 

in our lives.  This oneness is based on love, not structure.  We are one as 

we believe in Jesus. This unites us with Christians of all other 

denominations. We share the love of Christ together.   

 Over the past 25 years or more, there has been a gradual erosion of 

the hold that denominations have held over Christians.  We tend to worship 

in churches, or places, where we feel more at home or comfortable. 

 One of our former intern pastors, Jodi Houge, is doing new and 

different things in worship to attract people who do not have a church home 

and are not comfortable in worship settings such as this one.  They have 

met in storefronts, retirement centers, parks, and now they meet in a 

building that once was a church but is now housing art exhibits.  She is 

doing very different things with worship structure as well.   
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 There is no one way to worship, we are all free to worship as we feel 

comfortable.  But there is only one whom we worship: Jesus.  That is what 

sets us apart from others—the fact that we worship Jesus Christ alone.  

That is what ties us to Christians from all times and places, from Egypt, 

Syria, Israel, Russia, China, Australia, Norway, Sweden, Germany, or 

wherever else the Good News of Christ is shared.  We are all one in Him. 

 I am glad you have chosen to worship here today.  I hope you come 

to worship often wherever you may be.  I also hope that you bring your faith 

with you outside of our worship experiences to share in some way your 

faith in Jesus.  It is only through sharing and telling the story time and time 

again that the faith is spread and people know the saving love of Jesus.   

 Jesus is praying for us in this Gospel.   He is praying that all people 

may know the love He has shared with us and that all will come to believe 

in Him as Lord and Savior.  He is praying for you, that you will know of His 

love for you as you go through difficult times in your life.  He is praying that 

you will be kept secure in faith today and always.  He praying that you will 

know Him and the Father in a deeply personal way as they know and love 

you.   

 AMEN        1172 
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