
1 
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 “By this everyone will know you are my disciples, if you have love for 

one another.” (v35)    

 Have you ever been out somewhere and run into someone who looks 

familiar, but you just can’t place them?  Or have you been approached by 

someone who obviously knows you, but you have no idea who the person 

is?  I think we’ve all been in this situation before! 

 I remember running into someone at Fleet Farm in Fergus Falls a few 

years ago, and greeting them by name, but receiving only a blank stare in 

response.  The person was sure they didn’t know me and asked how I 

knew them.  I replied, “I’m Pastor Jim, your pastor at Zion of Amor...”    

 They turned a few shades of red and stammered a bit before I said, 

“It’s easy to do when you see someone out of context.”  The opposite has 

happened to me when I have run into someone I haven’t seen at church for 

a long time!   

 We all have an inner need to be known and to be a part of something 

bigger than ourselves.  It’s truly a good feeling to go to my hometown and 

to be recognized and ‘known’ by the folks at home.  Having a past and a 
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good reputation at home contributes to a positive response when I run into 

people I know. 

 Here today we are receiving new members, and in order that we help 

our new members (and probably some long-time members) learn a few 

more names we are using nametags.  Our Outreach/New Member Team 

has started doing this whenever we receive new members, and I think it’s a 

great idea.  So often I hear folks say that they go home and look in the 

Picture Directory to try to figure out a name of someone they just can’t 

place.  That’s one of the best things about those directories…they help us 

to put names to faces.  We do have lots of visitors and friends during the 

summer months so it wouldn’t be a bad idea to do this more often. 

 Last week we heard Jesus say that His sheep (followers) know His 

name and He knows them.  Because of this knowledge of one another they 

bond together.  Today Jesus says that everyone will know (recognize) us 

as His followers if we have love for one another.  So we are moving from 

knowledge of our Lord and His knowledge of us, to the rest of the world 

being able to distinguish us as Jesus’ followers—because of our love for 

one another.   
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 This poses a really important question for us:  “How are we 

recognized as Christians?”  In other words, what sets us apart from the 

general population so that we can be noticed as Christian?  

 There is so much dissention and disagreement over the big issues of 

the day.   Watching news reports, there seems to be more yelling at each 

other than actually listening and responding kindly.  We try to talk about 

issues but we don’t seem to be able to listen for understanding.  As 

Christians we are not always seeing eye-to-eye on issues such as abortion, 

gun control, immigration, just to name a few.  It seems as if ‘compromise’ 

and working together are lost arts.  Our government officials are a reflection 

of this problem.  One side comes up with a proposal and its considered 

‘dead in the water’ before anyone even has time to reflect on it.  We aren’t 

listening; we aren’t trying to find the common ground.   

 It really bothers me that this is what our young people are learning 

from the older generations.  It happens in homes, in classrooms, in 

workplaces, and even in churches.  Obviously it’s not happening 

everywhere but it is becoming more prevalent.   

 I can’t hear this text without thinking of the 60’s folk song, “They’ll 

know we are Christians by our Love.”  It talks about walking with each 

other, talking and learning from one another, and “together we’ll spread the 
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news that God is in our land.”  “They will know we are Christians by our 

love,” is the refrain.  We need to re-learn this mindset that calls us to walk, 

and listen, and learn from each other so that in our words and in our 

actions Jesus Christ is glorified and honored.  

 Wherever we are, and whatever we are doing, God knows us.  God 

has chosen us and loves us beyond our wildest imaginations. This God 

gave His Son for us and Jesus calls us to show our love for one another.  

In so doing we become witnesses of Jesus Christ to others.  We are called 

to live with the love of Christ in our hearts and minds.  Others will stop and 

take notice if they see us living in such a way that breaks down barriers 

between people and works to find compromise and common ground.   

 Jesus said that the greatest commandment is that we love God and 

love our neighbor.  This doesn’t mean that we become doormats for 

everyone to walk over.  This doesn’t mean that we put our values and our 

ideas on the back burner just so we can get along with others.  Jesus 

wants us to share His love and in so doing His values, beliefs, and priorities 

should be evident to others.  As Christians we don’t all agree on many of 

the hot-button issues of the day, but if we are able to share and talk with 

one another without becoming angry or hurtful His love will come through.   
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 We give thanks today for our New Members and for our high school 

and post-secondary graduates.  We pray that our faith and witness of 

Jesus Christ will lead and guide us as together we share Christ’s love.   

 It’s a reassuring thing to be recognized and known by others.  Our 

new members will want to meet you all and it will be important to get to 

know them as well.  We know that God knows us and recognizes us no 

matter where we are or who we are.  We will be keeping our graduates in 

our thoughts and prayers as they head out to new adventures.  They need 

to know that God will be with them and they will always have a home here 

with people who love them and care for them.   

 Amen.        1060 


