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Text: John 3:1-17      Jim Gronbeck 
Theme:  “A God Who Is Near at Hand”   Holy Trinity Sunday B 
 #957        May 27, 2018 
 
 Modern technology is a great thing.  It’s really helpful and it’s fun!  But 

I gotta tell ya, I just don’t understand it.  Smart phones are amazing; they 

are a tiny little computer that you carry around in your pocket or purse.  I 

like the internet, email, texting—all that stuff—but I just don’t have a clue 

how the information gets from point A to point B.  I have heard about the 

“Cloud” but I don’t understand it.  It’s amazing how much church business I 

conduct on my cell phone by texting, email, or even by calling someone!   I 

can order something over the internet—and it actually comes!  With my 

Kindle Touch I can order complete books—even the Bible! –and have them 

appear electronically on my Kindle!  I don’t have to go to a bookstore, lug 

books around, or worry about returning library books.  Amazing!  Radio 

waves, satellite TV, cell phones, the internet—with all that stuff I don’t 

understand the ‘hows,’ but I accept them and make use of them. 

 Today is Trinity Sunday.  It’s the day when preachers say, 

“oooohhh!!!”  “argh!”   and you folks in the pews say the same thing.  The 

concept of the Trinity is like the internet, Smart phones, or my Kindle 

Touch:  we can’t really understand the ‘hows’ about the Trinity, but we 
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accept it and even worship the Holy Trinity—God in 3 Persons: Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit.   

 The story of Nicodemus coming to Jesus in the middle of the night is 

a poignant story.  Nicodemus wants to learn more about what Jesus has 

been saying and about the miracles He has done, but Nicodemus is 

uneasy about being seen with Jesus.  His questions are deep and soul-

searching.  It is obvious that Nicodemus has been doing some deep 

thinking about life and God, and He wants to learn more from Jesus.  

 The story becomes poignant because in Nicodemus’ search for 

meaning and understanding, he seems to be getting more confused.   

Jesus tells Nicodemus that, unless he is born from above he cannot see 

the Kingdom of God.  It may be obvious to us that Jesus is speaking about 

being baptized, but Nicodemus could only think of physically entering one’s 

mother’s womb again.  And that sounds preposterous to him—as it 

should to us as well!  The two men were on different wave lengths.  Jesus 

was talking about the Spirit, not a foreign concept to the Jews, but 

Nicodemus was only thinking literally.  Francis Wellford Hobbie, a 

commentator on this passage, says that Nicodemus was ‘earthbound.’   I 

like that idea.   
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 How often are we ‘earthbound’ in our conversations and discussions 

with others?  Nicodemus couldn’t see beyond his own sphere of life—he 

couldn’t ascend to the level of thought and teaching of Jesus.  I hear that 

type of thinking every once-in-awhile when someone will say in relation to 

God and faith, “I only believe what I can see and what can be proven.”  We 

can see the results of the internet, and we are told that it works in a certain 

way, but we really don’t know what happens between point A and point B;--

at least the common lay person doesn’t understand it.  We see the result of 

the wind blowing, but we can’t actually see the wind.  We really accept a lot  

of things we don’t understand.   

 When it comes to our faith, we have to leave our ‘earthbound’ way of 

thinking, and take the leap of faith.  Today, when little Jaxton (is/was) 

baptized, there (is/was) a lot going on that we don’t see or understand.  We 

see a little baby getting some water splashed on his head, but there’s a lot 

more to it.  There’s a battle going on for little Jaxton, a battle between God 

and the devil, and we know that when we baptize in the Name of the 

Trinity:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, the battle is won by God.  In Romans 

6, St. Paul writes that when we are baptized into Christ Jesus, we are 

baptized into His death.  We are also raised with Him and are made 

children of our Heavenly Father.  Dying and rising.  With a little water 
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splashed on an infant’s head, and some words from the Bible.  Who could 

believe it?  Who can understand it?   

 It’s nothing that little Jaxton does, is it?  It’s all done for him—by a 

God who totally intrudes into our lives.  And it’s a good thing that He does 

too!  God, in Jesus Christ, has come into our world, our lives, our stuff, and 

acts to bring salvation and love.  The amazing thing about infant baptism is 

that we realize that it is God who acts.  It’s not up to us; it’s not that we 

are such worthy people for God to come into our lives.  It’s not that we are 

so intelligent that we can search out, accept, and believe in a God whom 

we cannot see.  God intrudes into our world, sending His Son to teach and 

show us what the heart of God is all about.  All that we know about God 

and His love for us is revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord.   

 There are a lot of ‘earthbound’ conversations going on in the world 

today.  People who are on different levels are missing out on doing things 

that would benefit our society.  Our govt. doesn’t communicate well 

between the different parties and the different branches at both the state 

and national levels.  As such, we get frustrated by their lack of getting 

anything accomplished.   

 We hear that prayers are not good enough when it comes to the 

horrendous school shootings and that we need to quit praying and get 
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something accomplished.  But could it be that God is actually working 

through the prayers to give us leadership, wisdom, and direction, and we 

are ‘earthbound’ in our own thoughts and we miss what God is saying?  If 

we pray, God will give answers and we will be given direction.  But are we 

listening?  Are we willing to make the sacrifices necessary to follow up on 

what God is telling us?   

 We go through the same ‘earthbound’ thinking in our personal lives 

as well.  Do we listen for that still, small voice that calls us to action?  In the 

Bible, God answered prayers in ways that inspired people to action. God 

still acts in this manner, but so often we are ‘earthbound’ in our thinking that 

we rely on what society or others around us may be doing. We aren’t 

listening for God. 

 Even though Nicodemus didn’t understand what Jesus was getting at, 

and even though he was stuck in an ‘earthbound’ way of looking at things, 

he was called to act in faith.  It is the work of the Holy Spirit in your life that 

brings you to faith in Jesus Christ.  The Holy Spirit works in and through 

each one of us just as the wind blows through the trees.  We don’t see or 

understand it, but it’s there and it’s powerful!  That same Holy Spirit is 

active in baptism this morning and in our lives when we take the time to 

listen.   
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 Some things are beyond our understanding.  Some things need to be 

taken by faith, knowing deep inside that there is more to life than what we 

see on the surface.  Let the Holy Spirit blow through your life as it blew 

through the disciples at Pentecost.  Let it free you up to live as a chosen 

and forgiven child of God, redeemed in the blood of Jesus, and set loose to 

spread that love to whomever the Spirit puts in your path! 

 AMEN        1289 

  

  

 


