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ZION’S MISSION STATEMENT: 
We are claimed, gathered, and 
sent forth to serve and witness 

in Jesus’ name. 
 

ZION’S VISION STATEMENT: 
Zion is a welcoming church 

where all people will experience 
a vibrant lifelong journey in faith 

through worship, education, 
mission and service. 

 
 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 
 

NO Men’s Breakfast in 
September.  

                    
FIRST ONE SUNDAY SERVICE 

 

On Sunday, October 1st,  
 we will return to one service 

beginning at 10:00 a.m.   
 

The 10 Commandments are not 
multiple choice.   

 
 

NEW MEMBER SUNDAY 
 

Sunday, September 17th 
 

Please contact Pastor Jim or the 
church office if you or anyone 

you know is interested in 
membership or associate 

membership. 
 

 

Please note:   
Zion has 10 security 

cameras throughout the 
facility.  They were 

installed prior to the March 
FoodShare Drive.  

 
 If you see anything amiss, 

please let the office know so it 
can be investigated.   

 

 
 

65
th

 Annual 

 
Wednesday, Sept. 27th 

4 – 7:00 p.m. 
 

 Meatballs, Scalloped 
Potatoes & Ham, Cole Slaw, 
Vegetables, Swedish Rice, 

Rommegrot, Sot Suppe, Lefse, 
Rolls, Cookies 

 

$10.00 Adults 
$5.00 Children 5 – 12 

Free under 5 
Take Outs Available! 

 
It’s time for all the great cooks at 

Zion to put on their famous  
Fall Supper! 

 

Much help will be needed for this 
annual event.  Watch for sign-up 

sheets in the narthex.  Please 
help with your time, talents and 
treasures.  Monetary donations 
may be given to Nancy Hanson. 

 
Set up will be Sunday, Sept 24th 

after Coffee Fellowship. 

           

Mark Your Calendars: 
Sunday School Extravaganza! 
Sunday, Sept 10th at 8:40 a.m. 

First Day of Sunday School 
Sunday, Sept 17th at 8:40 a.m. 

------------------------------------------- 

Zion’s 2017 Budget 
Request 

 

It’s here!  That time of year when 
we need to determine our needs 
for the upcoming year.     
      The Finance Committee 
requests that all committee, 
teams and budget requesters 
turn in their budget requests by 
Monday, Oct 2nd. 
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FROM THE 
OFFICE 
 

Office closed  
Monday, Sept. 4th. 

 

 
 
 

DORCAS Circle will meet on 
Wednesday, Sept. 6th at  

9:30 a.m. at Zion. 
 

RUTH Circle will meet at on 
Wed., Sept., 13th at 

1:30 p.m. at Jane Zeakse’s 
(415 S. Hwy 78, Ottertail).  

Jane will lead the Bible 
Study as well as host. 

 
Ruth Communion Sundays 

Sept. 3rd & 17th  
 

EVENING Circle will meet on 
Monday, Sept. 25th at 

7:15 p.m. in the Gathering 
Room. 

 
MARY Circle will meet on 
Wednesday, Sept,. 13th at 

9:30 a.m. at Zion. 
 

 
QUILTING   

The Zion Quilters 
will resume weekly 

quilting on 
Monday, October 2nd 

at 8:30 a.m.  Everyone is 
welcome to join us. There are 
many ways you can help.  No 

experience needed. 
 

SAVE THE DATE: 
Conference 7 WELCA 

 Fall Gathering 
Saturday, Oct 14th 

Faith Lutheran Church  
in Pelican Rapids 

 

 

CONFIRMATION  
 

7th, 8th and 9th Grade:  
Every Wed. at  

6:00 p.m. at Zion.  
 

 
   

Congratulations to Casey Peters 

and Geoff Stiyl on their wedding 
Saturday, August 29th. 

 

 

Our Sympathies… 

 - to the Dybsand Family on the 
death of Mary Dybsand.  
 - to the Blaha and Melchior 
Families on the death on their 
wife/mom/grandma, LuVeral 
Blaha. 
- to the Lein Family on the death 
of Sandy’s mom.   

 

 
I wish to thank the Music 

and Worship Committee, Pastor 
Jim, the choir, and all the people 
of Zion for a day I will not forget.  
You thanked me—I thank you 
for the opportunity to serve. 

 In the beginning someone 
told me ‘Let go and let God’ and 

I knew they would help.  
Through the years many gave 
me help and many still do.  I 

thank you and I thank the many 
who are no longer here.  

 Before the special day 
was over my patient family 

reminded me in love and with a 
gift how I had had their support 
all the time!  And I thank them!!  

It is fun to serve! 
 

THANK YOU, LaVerne Nelson 

 

30th Annual Convention 

Northwestern Minnesota 
Synodical Women's 

Organization of the ELCA 

September 14 & 15 
Fair Hills Resort on Pelican Lake 

 
Keynote speaker on Friday will 

be Kevin Wallevand. Please 
contact Carol Gealow or the 

office for further information and 
registration forms. 

 
Physical Offering 
At the 2017 SWO convention 
our physical offering will go to 
Pinehaven Youth and Family 
Services. Most children come to 
foster care with their “stuff” in a 
garbage bag.  We want to give 
these children a bag of their 
own.  We are asking you to bring 
duffle bags, tote bags or small 
suitcases along with some of the 
items listed below.  Just think of 
the things a child from 0—18 
would want or need.   
 
Suggestions of items to include 
in bags: 
Pajamas                           
Blankets 
Diapers                            
Wipes 
Baby bottles                     
Toothbrushes 
Toothpaste                        
Sippy cups 
Stuffed animals                  
Books 
Gift Cards                        
Underwear 
 
A complete list of items is on the 
poster in the narthex, along with 
a basket to put them in. 
------------------------------------------ 

“For the man with a hammer, 
every problem is a nail.”
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Pastor’s Paragraphs 
Dear Members and Friends, 
  I’d like to share a bit of history with 
you:  Back in the early 1990’s, before we had 
action groups, the three circles took responsibility 
for preparing and serving our funerals and 
weddings, among other events.  We had a stretch 
of many funerals of our elderly members and the 
circle ladies were getting worn out because of the 
work it takes to serve those events.   
 Our office person at the time, Pat Garza, 
and I came up with the idea of Action Groups.  
(That’s right, you can blame us for that!) We 
wanted to take the load off the three circles and 
share the service opportunities with the rest of the 
congregation.   
 What our Action Groups have 
accomplished is that we have involved all our 
members in activities of service to one another.  I 
have heard many compliments that the Action 
Groups help new members become acquainted 
with the church building, and with other members 
of the church.  We get to work with folks we may 
not normally visit with, do things with, etc. and 
friendships have evolved out of these activities.   
 I have heard that sometimes it is hard to 
find people in the Action Groups who are willing or 
able to help.  Recently, it has been brought to my 
attention that it is getting harder to find people 
willing to help on Sundays.  Bringing and serving 
cookies, reading lessons, ushering, etc. is getting 
to be more difficult and frustrating for the Action 
Group Leaders. (It’s okay to bring bakery cookies 
if you don’t bake!)  This is a huge part of our 
ministry!  This is where we connect with one 
another, meet new people, and welcome folks into 
Christ’s fellowship here.  Funerals also seem to be 
one of the areas that are hard to find help.  I 
understand this problem.  People are busy.  In the 
case of funerals, you may not know the person 
who has died.  Sometimes funerals seem to run in 
groups of three and the Action Group gets hit with 
more work than they had planned.  It can be a lot 
of extra time and work.   It is interesting to note 
that we went over a year without a funeral.  They 
tend to come in groups, but we don’t usually have 
more than 5 in a year.   
 Action Groups and volunteers are critical to 
our ministry here.  We rely on our volunteers for so 
many things. It is difficult to adequately thank 

everyone for all the work that gets done, and that 
isn’t why we do it, but just know that your 
volunteer efforts really make a difference.  You are 
appreciated, and you are a vital part of what 
makes our congregation appealing to others.  I 
appreciate all your time and your work, and so 
does our Lord!  We really are giving of our time 
and talents to serve our Lord Jesus.  When you 
volunteer, remind yourself that what you do 
matters and what you do is part of our worship to 
the Lord who gives us all things through His great 
love.     
 When your Action Group leader calls, or 
when you are asked to help with something, it is 
good to remember that what you do in Jesus’ 
name is important and valuable.  We couldn’t do 
all the things we do around here without each and 
every one of you sharing your time and talents!   
 Our various service teams such as 
Stewardship, Property, and Education are looking 
for folks to volunteer to help.  Maybe this could be 
an area where you could lend a helping hand as 
well. 
 Thank you for your service, and God Bless 
you as you serve the Lord through serving others! 
 
  In Christ’s Service, 
  Pastor Jim 
------------------------------------------------------------------- 

6th Annual Charity Golf 
Tournament 

 for Faith Haven Camp 
Tipsinah Mounds Golf Course     

Saturday, September 9th 

Hole in One Prize – Win a CAR! 
More information and registration is 

the narthex/lobby. 
Don’t golf?  Don’t need to be part of the Golf 
Tournament to attend the banquet.  Banquet starts 
at 6:00 p.m. with dinner, raffle, games and awards. 
------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Stewardship Quote of the month: 

“Of course men and women are equal; we’re all 
made in God’s image. However, equal does not 
mean the same. We were made for each other, 

not like each other. God made men and women to 
be the same, yet significantly and wonderfully 

different.”              Fr. Tom Pastorius 
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El. J. Elucidates 
When our family went 

camping one of our occupations 
was picking up trash.  This was 
not our trash; it was pre-Arntson 
refuse.  Each person was 
required to pick up two items 
that should have been thrown 

in the garbage for each year of their existence.   
We did this because we felt that we had a 
responsibility for and to God’s creation.  At some 
campsites, we had to really work to find trash 
because those who had camped before us had 
done a marvelous job picking up after themselves.  
At others, we had to bump up the two piece of 
trash requirement just to make the site habitable 
because for whatever reason our predecessors 
had left a mess.  Most campsites fell somewhere 
in the middle.  In any case it was our goal to 
always leave the campsite better when we arrived. 

Isn’t this the goal we should have when we 
meet someone?  We should try to leave each and 
every person we encounter better for having 
interacted with us.  I have made it my ambition to 
make the grumpiest clerks in stores like Walmart 
or front counter/drive through workers in fast food 
restaurants, smile.  My wife Denise laughs at me 
frequently because she knows what I’m trying to 
do.  Sometimes all I need to do to get a smile is to 
give one.  Other times I get a smile just by offering 
a positive greeting or a witty quip.  In more difficult 
situations I actually engage them in conversation.  
I very seldom fail to achieve a smile.  In any 
interaction, I want to be one of the positives of 
their day.   

In Matthew, we are told that “even as you 
do it to one of my brethren you do it on to me.”  In 
my mind, when I smile at that Walmart clerk I am 
smiling at Jesus.  When they return my smile I see 
Jesus grinning from ear to ear.  A little effort spent 
making those you encounter through the day 
better for having met you is a good thing.  It is 
leaving the campsite cleaner than when you 
arrived.   
Ask me anything:  What do you want to know?  
What questions do you have running through your 
mind?  I am amazed at the depth and breadth of 
knowledge at this church.  It seems as though we 
are populated by experts.  If you have a subject 
you would like to know more about talk to me or 

write me a note and I’ll try to find an expert to 
answer to whatever is troubling you.  I’ll either print 
an answer in the Tidings or try to schedule an 
adult forum to deal with the issue.    
 
----------------------------------------------------------------- 

MUSICALLY SPEAKING is on 
vacation this month.   
----------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

Spuds for Studs 
 (Wooden studs… 
and dessert too!) 

    
Sunday, Oct., 1st at 11:00 a.m.   

 
Enjoy delicious Baked Potato Bar and all the 

toppings.  Free will offering to help build a home 
for a Jamaican family. 

   
Zion will once again be funding the building 

materials for a home in Jamaica – serving the 
poorest of the poor. 

 
A home is expected to cost $4,000 and will be built 

during the Mission Jamaica Trip in February. 
------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Be Part of History! 
 
On Wednesday, September 13, 6:45 p.m. all are 
welcome to attend a dedication ceremony for the 
historical sign depicting the history of the naming 
of Amor Township.  The sign is located by the log 
cabin near the Amor Town Hall where voting is 
held. 
 
 Recognition will be given to Mickey Hanson and 
deceased husband Bill for their efforts in donating 
the cabin and work to preserve the early history of 
Amor.  Chris Schuelke, Otter Tail County Historical 
Society, and the Amor Town Board will participate 
in the ceremony. 
 
The log house, in which Amor Township was 
named, will be open for viewing at this time. 
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Happenings at the Library 
 
September Book Discussion 

Me Before You by Jojo Moyes is 

our September book discussion title. Louisa takes 

a job as a caregiver to former extreme sports 

enthusiast Will now a quadriplegic.  She struggles 

to deal with her employer’s acerbic moods.    

Although this is a love story, the ending is 

controversial.   Join us for a debate on the 

controversy on September 7th at 1:30 p.m.  See 

Betty for a copy of the book.   

Reformation 500 

As we continue to commemorate the 500th 

anniversary of the Reformation, “Living Lutheran” 

is exploring  500 of its unique aspects.  Some of 

the topics covered in the various issues are as 

follows: 50 things you may not know about Luther 

in the June issue, 50 things you may not know 

about the Reformation in the July issue, and 50 

things that Luther taught that you may not know in 

the August issue.   The “Living Lutheran” 

magazine is available in the library. 

A Library Need 

The library team is looking for guest book 

discussion facilitators. The discussions are fun 

with many different insights expressed.  You may 

be surprised.  Do you have a favorite book that 

you would like others to know about and to 

discuss?  Please let any team member know.   

Betty Johansen    826-6834 

 

 
 
 
 

LEFSE MAKING FOR THE FALL 
SUPPER 

All those who are interested in rolling in the dough 
are invited to come to the Zion kitchen to help 

make Lefse on 
 

Monday, Sept. 25, 2017, beginning at 9:00 a.m. 
 

The lefse will be served on Wednesday, 
September 27th at the Zion Fall Supper.  We can 

use lots of help from men and women doing many 
different things, so come and roll and flip and 
stack and cool and package and even taste. 

Contact Ruth Vetter at (218) 583-2080 if you have 
questions and if you wish to volunteer.  There will 

also be a sign-up sheet in the narthex/lobby. 

 

 
 
Wednesday, September 6th begins the planting 
marathon for the labyrinth area.  With cooperative 
weather, the landscaping will be completed by the 
end of the week.  Flowers both native and 
domestic will be planted from the labyrinth out to 
the surrounding background of shrubs and trees.  
Thirteen trees have already been donated and we 
have need of more to transplant.   
 
We welcome all who would like to help plant any 
portion of those dates.  If you would like to 
contribute in other ways towards the planting, we 
welcome contributions of help to defray the cost of 
plants, seeds, shrubs and relocating trees.  We 
are getting closer to our goal, but can still use 
some additional funds. 
 
May God’s blessing encompass all the activities 
for body, mind and soul that His Acres provide.
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Sunday School  
At 8:45 a.m. on Sunday 
September 10th, we begin 
another year of fulfilling 
our Baptismal Promise; 
both your promise as the 
parent and our promise 
as the church.  Sunday School for ages 4 
through 9th grade begins!  Our first Sunday will 
be September 10th and will be what we are 
calling a Sunday School Extravaganza.  This 
extravaganza will be a time for parents and 
students to meet the teachers.  It will also be a 
time for teachers to meet the students and their 
parents.  We’ll have snacks and games and get 
to know each other a little better.  We’ll try to 
establish an environment that says “Sunday 
School is where you want to be!”   
 
Our regular classwork will begin on the 17th.  
We’ve got a couple of new teachers this year 
and a realignment of classes.  Our 7th, 8th, and 
9th grader Sunday School is now part of 
Confirmation and attendance at Sunday School 
may be able to decrease the number of 
Wednesdays those students will need to attend 
Confirmation classes. 
 

Birthday Money Jar 
This year we will be bringing back the 
Birthday Money Jar.  Each week we 
will have the students who have 
celebrated their birthday since the last 
time they attended Sunday School 
insert a coin for each year they have 
been on this earth.  Your teachers are 

also asked to play so you can find out how old 
your teacher really is!  Don’t worry if you forget 
coins on your birthday; we’ll have a “stash of 
cash” to cover “I forgots.”   
 
We have already started work on this year’s 
Christmas program (thank you Ann 
Gibbs) AND have scheduled a 
number of Sundays where the 
Sunday School will sing in 
Church.  We’ll also have them 
lead us in the Lord’s Prayer and the Creed on 
select Sundays. 

Bibles 
Our Curriculum for this year will be the Spark 
series from the official ELCA publishing 
company.  We’ll plan on presenting Bibles on 
the 17th of September to our beginning 

Preschool students and to our new 
3rd graders.  If your child is older than 
3rd grade and has not received a 
Bible let us know and we will get 
them a Bible. 

 

Extravaganzas! 
We’re planning a number of Sunday School 
Extravaganzas through the school year.  If you 
want to help with these parties by bringing 
snacks, or beverages let us know.  If you have a 
great game that you want to have the children 
play let us know.   You can lead the game 
yourself or teach us the game and we can lead 
it!  You don’t need to have a child in Sunday 
School to enjoy or 
participate in a 
Sunday School 
Extravaganza!  You 
only need to love 
children! 
 

We welcome all students whether they are 
members of Zion or not; so, bring your friends 
and neighbors.  This is God’s House and it has 
room for everyone! 

 
Jo & Dough 

Jo and Dough begins again on 
September 17th so when you drop 
your child off at Sunday School you 
can share some coffee, conversation 
and a tasty treat.  Of course, you may 
want to attend an Adult Forum, too. 

 

Sunday after church, a Mom asked her very 
young daughter what the lesson was about. The 
daughter answered, "Don't be scared, you'll get 

your quilt." Needless to say, the Mom was 
perplexed. Later in the day, the pastor stopped 

by for tea and the Mom asked him what that 
morning's Sunday school lesson was about. He 

said "Be not afraid, thy comforter is coming." 
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MARTIN LUTHER AND THE REFOMATION 
 

Martin Luther: Solo Fide, Faith Alone. 
Born to a miner, Martin Luther was set to become a law student but God’s lightning bolt 
turned his steps to the church monastery in Erfurt.  I share a few of his statements of 

faith as he walked his walk: 
--  “The Bible is alive, it speaks to me; it has feet, it runs after me; it has hands, it lays hold of me.” 
--  “Faith is permitting ourselves to be seized by things we do not see.” 
--  “The fewer the words, the better the prayer.” 
--  “Remember well that the sheep have to pass judgment upon that which is placed before them.  
They should say:  We have Christ as our Lord and prefer his words to the words of any man or those 
angels of darkness….for Christ says that the sheep judge and know which is the right voice and 
which is not.  Even the real sheep flee from a stranger and hold to the voice of their shepherd.” 

Nancy Osland 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This life therefore is not perfection,  
But GROWTH in GODS LOVE. 
Not HEALTH, BUT HEALING. 
Not BEING but BECOMING 
Not REST, but EXERCISE. 

We are not yet what we will be, 
But we are GROWING toward it. 
The process is not yet finished, 

But it is ONGOING. 
This is not the end, but it is the ROAD. 

All does not yet shine in glory, 
But God will make ALL THINGS NEW.   

-Martin Luther 
 

A few of Luther’s Teachings: 
1.  Sin Bravely – confess we are sinning 

in all we do and yet seek to do God’s will 
anyway.   

2. The church is “a hospital for sinners” – 
the church is only for sick people like us. 

3. Luther spoke of the three persons of 
the Trinity as speaker, sermon and hearer 
or as the mind, intellect and will of God.   

4. The church was our mother – “the 
mother of all Christians”  In fact, he said 
the church can get along fine without us 
but we need our mom.   

5. The reformer advocated generous 
safety nets for the poor.  Luther believed 
that God has a bias toward the poor and 
weak, as he claimed that it is God’s 
nature to feed the hungry and comfort the 
miserable.   

--Living Lutheran July, 2017   

 

Dear Pastor Gronbeck, Staff and Congregation, 
First I would like to thank you for the years of wonderful fellowship that Mom and Dad 
shared with everyone at Zion.  When they first moved to the lake as a year around 
residence, there was the concern of the winter isolation at the cottage.  It soon 

became apparent that Zion would more than meet that concern.  After Dad passed away, the family 
questioned whether Mom should continue to stay in her lake home alone.  Mother was adamant that 
the lake was where she wanted to be.  The lake setting was where her heart was, I think having to 
leave the closeness of Zion and its members also played a big role in her desire to stay lakeside.  
She was never happier than at the lake.  Thank you all for contributing to the richness of my mother’s 
life.                                                                                          Erik Swee, Corky Swee’s son.  
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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH OF AMOR TREASURER’S REPORT - July 2017 
        

                       July  YTD Actual       Budget         Budget 
      Income                      Actual                                     Used                                                              

 Sunday Offering  22,665.19  156,559.76  262,861.00  59.56 % 

 Special Offering  0.00  2,617.00  6,000.00  43.62 % 

 Other Income  142.75  614.61  2,270.00  27.08 % 
 
 Total Income  22,807.94  159,791.37  271,131.00  58.94 % 

 

 Expense 

 Our Benevolence  1,555.42  12,462.94  20,940.00  59.52 % 

 Missions  0.00  7,177.00  14,000.00  51.26 % 

 Pastoral Compensation  8,394.75  58,763.25  100,737.00  58.33 % 

 Pastoral Expense  799.08  3,221.57  4,870.00  66.15 % 

 New Members/Outreach  0.00  1,575.66  2,075.00  75.94 % 

 Education  1,370.12  12,332.05  21,356.00  57.75 % 

 Library  0.00  155.45  300.00  51.82 % 

 Music & Worship  1,495.88  9,583.54  17,142.00  55.91 % 

 Altar  0.00  261.66  400.00  65.42 % 

 Office Staff  3,058.20  23,541.53  40,152.00  58.63 % 

 Stephen Ministry  0.00  0.00  300.00  0.00 % 

 Office Expenses  907.82  8,263.09  13,931.00  59.31 % 

 Stewardship  0.00  0.00  300.00  0.00 % 

 Planning  0.00  116.00  710.00  16.34 % 

 Property Management  923.00  15,673.81  28,953.00  54.14 % 

 Maintenance & Repairs  320.00  2,007.46  2,200.00  91.25 % 

 Capital Improv/Emerg Op  0.00  0.00  2,765.00  0.00 % 
 
 Total Expense  18,824.27  155,135.01  271,131.00  57.22 % 
  
 Income Less Expense  3,983.67  4,656.36  0.00 

 

Attendance/Contributions  July 2016 - 2017 
  2016 July    

 
  2017 July    

Date Attendance Contributions 
 

Date Attendance Contributions 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  

3-Jul 300 $6,885.25 
 

2-Jul 254 $6,624.00 

10-Jul 164 $3,274.00 
 

9-Jul 190 $5,002.00 

17-Jul 266 $5,477.49 
 

16-Jul 218 $3,423.19 

 7/24/2016  8:15 
Only 75 $1,318.00 

 

7/23/2017 8:15 
only 108 $3,658.00 

31-Jul 178 $4,230.00 
 

30-Jul 175 $3,958.00 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  

TOTAL 983 $21,184.74 
 

TOTAL 945 $22,665.19 

AVG 196.6 
  

AVG 189 
        

Restricted Funds July 2017 
 Flowers                           162.02 
 Improvement Fund       1,429.44 
 Designated Giving           402.17 
 Food Shelf                       920.94 
 Sunday School             2,309.50 
 World Hunger                    10.00 
 Cemetery Fund                420.00 
 Library Fund                    705.52          
 Memorials & Gifts         2,239.43 
 Music Fund                   1,810.49 

 Youth Group                 2,495.15 
 Found. Pass Thru                0.00 
 Sunday School Projects      0.00 
 Stephen Ministry              853.74 
 Funeral                             990.99 
 Fair Trade Coffee             274.27 
 Organ Fund                   5,692.77 
 Pancake Breakfast             16.94 
 God’s Acres                      820.00     
 Men’s Group Funds          257.82 

 Mission Jam Pass Thru        0.00 
 Twins Game                         0.00 
 Helping Hands               4,861.48 
 Missions                            327.00 
Jamaica House                  291.15 
Total                  $24,597.07 
  
 

God is love.  
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Summary of Zion 
Council Minutes 
August 9, 2017 

These are condensed and 
not approved. 

 
Welcome:  President Dean 
Greenwaldt called the meeting 
to order at 7:30 p.m. Quorum 
of members present. 
Guests: Dick Tamke and 
Darrell Sanderson. 
 
Secretary’s Report: Motion to 
approve Secretary’s Report on 
July 12, 2017 Approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Motion to 
accept and include file for 
review. Approved. 
 
Committee and Team 
Reports:  See written reports. 
 
Business: 

 Privacy officers Dick 
Tamke and Darrell 
Sanderson were 
present to discuss the 
new Safe Church 
Policy. Discussion was 
held. Much time and 
effort has been made to 
present a thoughtful and 
thorough document. 
Motion to approve Safe 
Church Policy as written 
and revised on July of 
2017 made by Stan 
Fetters. Seconded by 
Yvonne Erickson. 
Approved.  Motion to 
use up to $500 out of 
the Background Checks 
budget for informational 
meeting costs made by 
Tom Verhelst. 
Seconded by Yvonne 
Erickson. Approved.  

 Building and Grounds 
discussed repairs and 
upkeep needed to be 
made in the coming 
months at Zion, with the 
repainting of the sign on 
the east side of the 
church as most 
pressing. Motion made 
by Tom Verhelst for the 
council to approve up to 
$600 to repaint the sign 
on the east entrance of 
the church. Seconded 
by Brenda Frederick. 
Approved. 

 
 Mutual Ministry 

Committee to present to 
council in September. 

 
 Motion made by Yvonne 

Erickson for the council 
to give Office Manager 
Lynn Melchior two 
personal days as a 
memorial gift in honor of 
her mother. Seconded 
by Chris Berge. 
Approved. 

 
Council meeting adjourned at 
8:50 pm closing with the Lord’s 
Prayer. 
----------------------------------------- 

COUNCIL CORNER 
 
Name:  Kelly 
Hagemeister 
Years on Council: 
1 
Church Member:  
14 years 
Committee Liaison:  
Education 
Phone: 218-495-2574 
E-Mail: meister@prtel.com 
 

As I write this, the aisles are 
filled with back-to-school 
supplies and racks are filled 
with cooler weather sweaters 
and jeans. As a teacher, this 
time of year is filled with 
anticipation and reflection as I 
prepare for another academic 
year. What worked well last 
year? What can I do better this 
year? What goals can I 
accomplish?  
 
Our congregation, committees, 
teams, and members have 
been doing great things at 
Zion—the summer has been 
filled with Bible Studies, 
summer reading programs, 
TESS Services, community 
gardens, camps and mission 
trips, special programs and so 
much more. Committees have 
been meeting and working on 
implementing Zion’s new 
Vision Statement and after 
much time and effort the Safe 
Church committee will be 
rolling out the new Safe 
Church Policy. 
 
As we welcome back kids and 
youth to Sunday School and 
new fall schedules begin after 
busy summers and vacation 
schedules, what goals can we 
accomplish? What can we 
work better at? Consider the 
talents and gifts the Lord as 
bestowed on you and how you 
might help us in making our 
vision for Zion a reality. 
 

Proverbs 3:6 “Trust in 
the Lord with all your heart and 

lean not on your own 
understanding; in all your ways 

submit to him, and he will 
make your paths straight.” 
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SEPTEMBER 
BIRTHDAYS 
  1 Marlys Baumann 

  2 Kathleen Ball 
  2 Connie Johnson 
  3 Jeff Drake 
  3 Dan Larson 
  3 Ramon Lopez-Moen 
  3 Gage Rud 
  6 Eline Berg 
  7 Verna Hoggarth 
  8 Harlan Nelson 
  9 Allen Gundberg 
  9 Judie Leitch 
  9 Caitlin McBride 
13 Tyler Currie 
13 John Nermoe 
14 Tom Junkert 
15 Beverly Harris 
15 Richard Wicklund 
16 Heidi Schwartz 
16 Crisavydenil Seeman 
19 Julie Gronbeck 
20 Mabeth Gyllstrom 
21 Sharon Fleischauer 
22 Val Dietz 
23 Macy Fleischauer 
23 Jonah Lill 
23 Orlynn Rinke 
24 Kristi Meyer 
24 Ashley Olson 
25 Marlie Bladow 
25 Todd Johnson 
26 Reed Leuthner 
28 Carol Larson 
28 Mike DiPretoro 
29 Wes Maudal 

 
SEPTEMBER 
ANNIVERSARIES 
  2 Mick & Marlys Baumann 
  2 Kerry & Jane Baumgartner 
  6 Duane & Rose Hovland 
  9 Keith & Bev Brandt 
11 Gary & Karalyn Harrington 
11 John & Janet Nermoe 
11 Andy & Tara Bladow 
12 Galen & Laura Youngsma 
16 Ed & Colleen Poeschl 
18 Ryan & Alicia Draeger  
18 Brian & Ann Gibbs 
19 Ryan & Christina Lill 
20 Alfred & Barb Bjorgo, Jr. 
20 Brad & Stefanie Saunders 

22 Mike & Jessica Tichy 
24 Ray & Bev Long 
25 Stuart & Christine Fleischauer 
 
ACTION GROUP:  Sept 2017 
LEADERS: 
Erwin & Marilyn Wahlgren 
495-2329                 

Berget, Larry & Judy  
Bladow, Rick & Lori   
Bjorgaard Jr, Lowell   
Bjorgaard, Lois   
Dean, Cindy    
Bladow, Tiffany   
Gonzalez, Susan   
 Maya 
Greenwaldt, Dean & Lynn  
Griffin, Jeremy & Carolyn  
 Ashley, Sierra, Caleb 
Hite, Jesse    
 Joshua, Jacob 
Hoistad, Virgil & Cynthia  
Kropp, Brent & Amber                                             
Lund, Daryl & (Brenda)  
O’Brien, Stephanie & (Tom) 
Pederson, Harvey & Cyndi  
Rastedt, Dave & Patricia     
  Tanner, Owen, Lindsey, Lacy 
Tamlyn, Tom & Brenda  
Wicklund, Darrell & (Judy) 
 
 

Have you enjoyed the 
bounty of the Harvest 
Garden?  Be sure to stop by 

church during fellowship to help 
yourself to the onions, potatoes, 
cukes, etc, grown in our own 
God’s Acres garden.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Never under estimate a single 
act of compassion, no matter 

how small.” 

 
 
Action Group:  Oct 2017 
LEADERS: 
Gilbert & Pat Garza 864-8284 
Lynn Melchior         298-0396 
Bladow, Dan & Denise 
 Kayla, Amanda, Marcus 
Blaha, Verle    
Draeger, Ben & Kristin  
 Addison, Justin 
Draeger, Ryan & Alicia  
 Morgan, Jake  
Hudson, Doug & Sue  
Johnson, Craig & Nancy 
Johnson, Jay & (Abby)  
Johnson, Jean   
Mitzel, Millie    
Olson, Charles & Angie  
 Ashley, Dustin, Kaylie 
Roberts, Bob & Lucy  
Roberts, Eric &Tamara  
 Alexander, Desiree,      
            Danielle, Hermione,         
            Katrina 
Sherman, Lee & Diane  
Tamke, Bobbi  
Thorson, Kurt & Marie  
Youngsma, Galen & Laura  
 

ZION-AMOR CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor............... James O. Gronbeck 
President ...............Dean Greenwaldt 
VP……..……......... Yvonne Erickson 
Secretary..............Kelly Hagemeister 
Treasurer.......................Dan Thorson 
Office Manager….....…Lynn Melchior 
Ed Coordinator………….El J Arntson 
Choir and Contemporary 
Director…….............Sonja Holmgren 
Custodian/Janitor….…Karen Umland  

   
Zion Lutheran Church of Amor  

Editor: Lynn Melchior  

This newsletter is sent monthly to 

members and friends of Zion for the 

purpose of information  
and inspiration. If your birthday or 

anniversary is not listed, it’s because 
the office doesn’t have the 

information. 

 


