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Pentecost Sunday May 20, 2018  

Grace and Peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ.  

Amen.  Heavenly Father, I pray that the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts 

will be alive with the Holy Spirit and acceptable in your sight.  Amen.   

There are 7,097 living languages in the world, 334 languages spoken in the United States alone.  

That statistic is according to ethnologue from their website and is current as of this past Friday.  

The 7,097 languages doesn’t even consider that the English we speak in Minnesota (ya, sure 

you betcha) is seemingly completely different than the English spoken in England (I say old 

sport could you pass the tea) or for that matter the English spoken in New England (Park your 

car in Harvard yard).  Whenever my parents wanted to share information between each other 

that they didn’t want us children to know, they began speaking in Norwegian.  When the United 

States and its allies in WWII wanted to share information without the enemy understanding it, 

they turned to Native Americans the famous code talkers who communicated in their native 

tongues.  In both of these circumstances the goal was to limit communication, to limit who 

received the information.  Thankfully, that is not the goal of our creator.  God our father is not a 

God of exclusion but a God of inclusion.  God the son came to save all sinners and God the 

Holy Spirit came to be with each and every one of us on a daily basis.  Yes, God speaks and 

communicates to his world as he did on that first Pentecost in each and every language. 

I’m a retired English teacher and a theater person by avocation.  To understand a script I like to 

go to the back story to see what leads up to the action of the story.  Today, Christians all around 

the globe are reading and hearing the words from Acts 2 describing the arrival of the Holy 

Spirit.  “And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it 

filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among 

them, and a tongue rested on each of them.  All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and 

began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.”  That’s the story, but what is 

the back story?  In most plays the back story is created in the imagination of the actor.  When 

we examine this story we don’t have to invent the Back story because we find it in the Bible.   

The story begins way back in Genesis as the world was created by God the Father.  He placed 

two humans in a garden called Eden.  While they were in this garden, sin entered this world.  

When they comprehended their failure Adam and Eve hid from God.  At that point in time, 

humans became associated with fear.  This fear, which can be defined as a lack of self-

confidence, led to inactivity.  From this very first sin, God promised that even though humans 

were now broken, He would be with them always.  God promised salvation to his people.   
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Let’s fast forward hundreds of years to about 30 AD.  God has kept his promise and sent his son 

Jesus to purchase God’s people with his very life.  To aid this salvation, Jesus chose 12 

disciples to carry this message of redemption to the world after He, Jesus, had purchased our 

deliverance with his life.  Jesus taught his disciples to pray.  Jesus showed his disciples the 

power that God had over the world.  Jesus revealed to his disciples that what the world 

considered important was not what God considered important.  Jesus even showed them when 

He raised Lazarus from the dead that Jesus even had power over death.  And yet when Jesus 

died on the cross and was laid in the tomb, just as Adam and Eve had done, the disciples hid.   

They were barricaded together behind a locked door huddled in fear when Jesus revealed 

himself to them.  Their locked door couldn’t keep Jesus out.  Yet even as Jesus came to them 

after his resurrection they stayed in the locked room, safely away from the world.  Now Jesus 

prepares to leave this world to return to his heavenly father.  He tries again to light a fire under 

the disciples.  Jesus shares with his disciples in John chapters 15 & 16 that after Jesus had left 

them the disciples would receive the advocate who would lead them to the truth.  They would 

receive the Holy Spirit.  Jesus promised as God had promised time and time again in the Old 

Testament that He would never leave his people alone.  He called on them to go to all nations 

making disciples and baptizing them.  Yet on the day of Pentecost, where were the disciples?  

Had they gone to all nations?  Were they baptizing God’s people?  No, they were together in 

one house, away from the world.   

That’s the back story.  We return to our text from Acts.  11 men in one house and all of a 

sudden there is wind and there is fire, and the disciples are no longer in the house but out among 

the people and there is a variety of languages that defy explanation.  The Holy Spirit had taken 

men that were dead to the world, hidden away, and made them alive in Christ.    

This did not go unnoticed by those who were within earshot.  The people began searching for 

explanations.  The crowd was amazed and perplexed.  How could Galileans suddenly speak in 

the languages of the world?  Remember, Galileans didn’t have a reputation as being the sharpest 

knives in the drawer.  Early in John’s Gospel Nathanael famously asked if anything good could 

come out of Nazareth.  Later in John 7 the question was raised how a Messiah could come from 

Galilee. The crowd heard the disciples but they didn’t yet believe.  The crowd begins by asking 

what does this mean.  (Maybe Martin Luther was in the crowd) While others in the crowd 

sneered and taunted trying to belittle what was happening by declaring that the disciples must 

be drunk.  “They are full of new wine.”  That is a simple logical explanation. 

Peter doesn’t answer the taunts the way I would have.  Peter says they can’t be drunk because 

its only 9 AM.  I would have replied that within my experience drinking wine does not give 
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people the gift of communication.  Yes some of the people who over indulge in alcoholic 

beverages do get more talkative but the truth is those who overindulge only talk in the language 

or languages they know.  You can’t learn a language by drinking wine.  These are simple 

common men.  They are not linguists.  They are not polyglots or even bilingual. 

Thankfully Peter continues his response by quoting the profit Joel.  'In the last days it will be, 

God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters 

shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. 

Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they 

shall prophesy.”  Peter refers to Joel to say that this prophecy is fulfilled.  The Holy Spirit has 

come.  The other disciples and I are able to communicate with you today in this way because 

Jesus has sent us an advocate just as he promised us.  God our Father has filled us with the Holy 

Spirit.   

I personally love how today’s text ends.  Peter continues quoting Joel and as we listen to his 

words we see the crucifixion of Christ.  The text reads, “And I will show portents in the heaven 

above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist.  The sun shall be turned to 

darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord's great and glorious day.  Then 

everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”  These words show us the storm 

and Fury that marked Jesus’s death, the death that paid for our sins.  We call it Good Friday and 

it truly was a Great and Glorious day for us because our sins died with Jesus and when he rose 

again on Easter Morning we were washed in his blood.  God’s grace came to us as Jesus died 

and rose again.  Jesus defeated death and the devil.  With his victory, we became righteous.    

Through no merit of our own we are saved by the Grace of God, the power of the Holy Spirit.  

The last words in Peter’s quotation of Joel bring to me a picture of Jesus hanging on the cross 

between two thieves. You remember the story.  One of the thieves was mocking Jesus and 

saying you saved others but you can’t save yourself.  Come on, save yourself and us with you.  

The other thief tells his fellow crook that they were getting what they deserved while Jesus was 

innocent.  This thief then called to Jesus and asked Jesus to remember him when Jesus came 

into his kingdom.  Jesus turned to the thief who had asked to be remembered and told him that 

today that thief would be with Jesus in Paradise.  The thief was a sinner who called upon Jesus 

at the last moment and was saved – just as Peter says when Peter quotes the prophet Joel.  

“everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

So, what does this mean for us in 2018?  Just as He did in the time of the disciples God speaks 

to each and every one of us in a language that we can understand.  The key for us is that we 

need to listen.  We need to turn off the busyness of our lives and find Silence so we can hear.  
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Just as God gave the apostles the Holy Spirit he gives it to us.  It is true that there are fewer 

special effects when we receive the Spirit.  I haven’t seen tongues of fire on anyone’s head or 

heard anyone speaking in an obscure language that they did not know prior to speaking it in a 

manner that native speakers of the language could understand.  I have seen people on fire with 

the Holy Spirit.  Thankfully those with the Holy Spirit are all around us.  They are the people 

who teach our Sunday school classes.  They are those who sew quilts for the mission fields.  

They brew coffee and bake cookies for their grandchildren.  Those who possess the Holy Spirit 

volunteer at the food pantry.  They visit people in nursing homes and hospitals.  They call their 

parents just to talk.  They tell people that they love that they love them.  People with the Holy 

Spirit listen with empathy to friends who need an ear.  They bring a hot dish to someone who 

has just lost a loved one.  Having spent the past year and a half working here at Zion I can say 

without reservation that the Holy Spirit is alive in this building.  I see it smiling back at me from 

children’s faces during Sunday school and Confirmation.  I see the Holy Spirit during Bible 

Study and during worship services.  I see the Holy Spirit active during our fellowship time. 

Without the Holy Spirit we don’t even have the ability to believe in Jesus.  The Holy Spirit 

brings us to Faith.  The Holy Spirit is the power to believe!  

 

There are 7,097 living languages in the world.  God speaks each and every one of them to each 

and every one of his children.  God’s message is simple.  “I made you and you are mine.  I sent 

my son to die for your sins.  I sent my Holy Spirit to bring you to Faith.”  God our father is not 

a God of exclusion but a God of inclusion.  God the son came to save all sinners and God the 

Holy Spirit came to be with each and every one of us on a daily basis.  We are saved by the 

Grace of God.  Thanks be to God!  Amen. 
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Acts 2:1-21 
2:1 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 
2:2 And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where 
they were sitting. 
2:3 Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 
2:4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
25 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 
2:6 And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native 
language of each. 
2:7 Amazed and astonished, they asked, "Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 
2:8 And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 
2:9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 
2:10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and 
proselytes, 
2:11 Cretans and Arabs--in our own languages we hear them speaking about God's deeds of power." 
2:12 All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, "What does this mean?" 
2:13 But others sneered and said, "They are filled with new wine." 
2:14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, "Men of Judea and all who live in 
Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 
2:15 Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o'clock in the morning. 
2:16 No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
2:17 'In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your 
daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. 
2:18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 
2:19 And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
2:20 The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord's great and glorious day. 
2:21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.' 
 
John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 
15:26 "When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the 
Father, he will testify on my behalf. 
15:27 You also are to testify because you have been with me from the beginning. 
16:4b "I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. 
16:5 But now I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, 'Where are you going?' 
16:6 But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. 
16:7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not 
come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 
16:8 And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: 
16:9 about sin, because they do not believe in me; 
16:10 about righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; 
16:11 about judgment, because the ruler of this world has been condemned. 
16:12 "I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 
16:13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak 
whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. 
16:14 He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 
16:15 All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 
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With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s 

creation. 

Lord God, we pray that we live our lives as you intend. Help us to keep our values, beliefs and moral senses as 

reflections of your will.  Bless the leaders of our nation and the leaders of all nations.  Guide them to work 

together for the good of your world.  Especially Lord we ask you to guide this nation to a place where school 

shootings are not an everyday occurrence.  Please be with and comfort all those affected by school shootings. 

Lord, in your mercy,  

hear our prayer. 

We pray that you may bless the elders who have had and continue to have an impact in our lives.  Give them 

comfort and security so that they may continue to share their wisdom with us.  Be with them where ever they 

may be.  Keep them alive in your holy spirit. Lord, in your mercy,  

hear our prayer. 

We pray for all First responders, especially we pray for our law enforcement officers and firemen.  Please 

protect them as they protect us.  We pray for all who labor in your mission fields.  We ask that you give them 

the gift of understanding as you gave that gift to the apostles on the day of Pentecost. Lord, in your mercy,  

hear our prayer. 

We pray today for those in our community with special needs, those who are experiencing an illness, Especially 

we pray for Rick Garza, ____________________________________________________________________ 

May they feel your healing touch. We pray for all those who mourn the loss of a loved one, especially we pray 

for the family of Don Berge and Gene Haring.  May their friends and families feel the comfort of your loving 

embrace.  We pray for all of the concerns we hold silently in our hearts.  Give our hearts comfort.  We 

especially lift to you all of the concerns written on our prayer wall and prayer walls around the world.  Lord in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

We thank you today for your gift of the Holy Spirit and your promise of eternal life.  We ask today that you be 

with our graduates.  Keep them faithful in your way as they go their separate ways.  Keep all of us mindful of 

our failings and our need for your grace. Make us dutiful sons and daughters, mothers and fathers, husbands and 

wives, growing daily in faith.  Lord, in your mercy,  

hear our prayer. 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior. Amen. 


