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ZION’S MISSION STATEMENT: 
We are claimed, gathered, and 
sent forth to serve and witness 

in Jesus’ name. 
 

ZION’S VISION STATEMENT: 
Zion is a welcoming church 

where all people will experience 
a vibrant lifelong journey in faith 

through worship, education, 
mission and service. 

 
MEN’S BREAKFAST 
Saturday, October 7th 
At Zion     8:00 a.m. 

 
 

WELCA Soup 
Luncheon 

Wednesday, October 18th 
12:00 p.m. (noon) 

 

Come enjoy hearty soup and a 
presentation by Becki Jordan, 

Regional Coordinator, 
Someplace Safe 
Harbor.  Mary Circle 

will host.  Everyone is 
welcome.  A WELCA General 
Meeting will follow.   

 
QUILTING 

The Zion Quilters are starting 
October 2nd.  Quilting is every 
Monday starting at 8:30 a.m. 
Everyone is welcome to join 

us. There are many ways you 
can help.  No experience 

needed. 

 
 

22”But the fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, forbearance, 

kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, 23gentleness and 

self-control. Against such things 
there is no law.” 

Galatians 5:22-23 
 

 
CONFIRMATION 

SUNDAY 
 

October 29th at  
10:00 a.m. 

 

We hope you can stay for cake   
& coffee following the service to 

honor our confirmands! 
 

ZION 
LIBRARY 

BOOK 
DISCUSSION  

 
You are invited to a 

book and video discussion on  
 

Thurs, October 5th at 1:30 p.m.  
 

If God is Love by Phillip Gulley &  
James Muholland.  

 

 THANK YOU to everyone who 
made the Fall Supper a success 
this year.  Your hard work made  

a difference. 
 

 

Zion’s 2018 Budget Request 
It is that time of year when we as 

committee chairs and budget 
requestors review our required 

funding from the annual 
operating budget.  The Zion 

Council requests that all 
committee chairs and budget 

requesters attend the Common 
meeting, Tuesday, October 10th, 

at 6:30 p.m. 
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FROM THE OFFICE 
 

Snowbirds: Please let the office 
know when you are leaving, 
when you will return, and if your 
address will be different than last 
winter. Thanks! 
 
 
 
 

 

ZION CIRCLES 
 
DORCAS Circle will 

meet Wed., Oct. 4th at 9:00 a.m. 
  
RUTH Circle will meet on Wed., 
Oct. 4th at 9:30 a.m.   
 
MARY Circle will be meeting at 
Shoreline in Battle Lake at  
9:30 a.m. on Wednesday, 
October 11th. Bring your Gather 
Magazine! 
  

Communion: Oct. 1 & Oct. 15 
 

EVENING CIRCLE will be 
meeting at Zion on Monday,  
Oct 23rd at 7:15 p.m.   
 
 
 

WELCA Fall Conference 
Gathering 

Saturday, Oct. 14th     9:00 a.m. 
Faith Lutheran, Pelican Rapids 

 

“Walking Partners” 
Speaker: Pastor Sue 

Koesterman 
Noon meal and fellowship 

following the program.  Cost $10 
due to Nancy Hanson by 

Sunday, Oct 1st. 
 

 
Q: How did the ghost 

patch his sheet? 
 

A: With a pumpkin 
patch! 

 

CONFIRMATION 
 

Wednesday, October 4th 
6:00 to 7:45 p.m. 

 

Wednesday, October 11th 

6:00 to 8:30 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, October 18th 
No Class-- MEA 

 
Wednesday, October 25th 

6:00 to 7:45 p.m. 

 
OTC LYO 

 

Faith N’ Films 
Sunday, Oct 8th    6:30 p.m. 

Zion of Amor 
 

Reformation Bash 
Sunday, Oct 29th  6:00 p.m. 
First Lutheran, Battle Lake  

 
 

Q: Why didn’t the 
skeleton dance at 

the Halloween party?  
 

A: He had no body 
to dance with! 

 
PRAYER SHAWL 

MINISTRY 
The Prayer Shawl 
Ministry will meet 
on Thursday, 

October 5th at 9:00 a.m.  If you 
like to knit or crochet, we 
encourage you to join us and be 
a part of this ministry.   
 
Please contact the church office 
if you know of anyone who 
would enjoy receiving a prayer 
shawl.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Commitment Sunday is 
Oct 8th.  

Potluck to follow the service.   
 

Your good stewardship of the 
gifts God has given you is 

appreciated.   
--------------------------------------------------- 

Q: Why are 
black cats such 
good singers? 
 
A: They’re very 
mewsical! 

------------------------------------------- 

Don’t Wait Until Tomorrow: 
God is calling you in the here 

and now, today, in your current 
circumstances, to a life of 
gratitude and generosity. 
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Pastor’s Paragraphs 
Dear Members & Friends, 
Coming up this month is a very special celebration of 
the Reformation. We are commemorating the 500th 
anniversary of Martin Luther’s nailing the 95 Theses 
on the door of the castle church in Wittenberg, 
Germany, thus beginning the Protestant 
Reformation.  One of the local news shows called it 
the “Christian Reformation” which I had not heard 
before!  In addition to the title Protestant 
Reformation, the title of “Lutheran Reformation” has 
been the title I have used when referring to Martin 
Luther’s list of 95 grievances against the Roman 
Catholic Church of his day.   
 October 31, 1517, is the date of Luther’s 
posting of the theses.  He had intended it to be the 
start of a dialogue between scholars and the Church 
of his day to discuss many different things, but most 
importantly the sale of indulgences.  Indulgences 
were basically ‘passes’ for individuals to either 
escape purgatory or to pass directly from death to 
heaven.  The ‘catch’ to this whole thing was the 
amount of money you paid for the indulgence. You 
were essentially buying either your own way out of 
purgatory or a family member’s way out.   
 Purgatory is the idea that Christians who died 
were not ‘pure in heart’ enough to go directly to 
heaven, but needed time to work off their sins—to 
purge them—from their hearts.  So the place of 
‘purgation’ or purging came into play where 
Christians could spend hundreds of thousands of 
years being tormented for their life on earth.  
 Luther had studied the Scriptures enough to 
believe that we did not need purgatory because of 
what Jesus Christ has done for us on the cross.   
 This got Luther into a whole lot of trouble with 
the Pope and the Church of his day, the Roman 
Catholic Church.  The pope had enlisted a monk to 
go around Europe selling the indulgences to poor, 
illiterate, people who believed that if they paid money 
their souls would be freed from the dreaded 
purgatory.  
 It became a good fundraiser for the pope who 
was trying to pay for the building of St. Peter’s 
Cathedral in Rome.   
 This began the dispute between Martin 
Luther and the pope that eventually got Luther 
excommunicated—kicked out—of the Church. He 
had a bounty on his head for the rest of his life, but 
remained under the protection of Prince Frederick 
the Wise.  This enabled Luther to continue his work 
and eventually to begin the “Protestant Reformation” 
(those who protested) which eventually brought 
about the many different “Protestant” denominations 
that we have today.  

 This is really an interesting story.  We will be 
showing the Rick Steeves’ documentary on the 
Reformation during the adult forums in October—the 
8th and the 22nd beginning at 9:15 a.m.  This is a very 
good documentary which I would recommend to all 
of you. 
 We also have a display in the narthex which 
has a sign up to purchase a new book on the 
Reformation.  You can sign up for the book until Oct. 
15th.  You can also check out the books on Luther in 
the library.  We are offering a study of the Small 
Catechism to our confirmation students which adults 
will be able to sit in on beginning in January.   There 
are lots of ways to commemorate the Reformation 
and worshiping with us on October 29th is yet another 
good way to celebrate.   
 Also, on Oct. 29th, the OTC LYO is hosting a 
‘Reformation Bash’ where we will have a Lutheran 
potluck (hopefully with lots of jello, hotdishes, and 
other Lutheran goodies.) There will be games and 
possibly a special program. It will be from 6-9 p.m. at 
First Lutheran in Battle Lake.  
 If there is interest, we could also show the 
movie, “Luther” some evening.  It is a full length 
movie on Luther’s life which is really well done.   
 Enjoy October!  It’s a special month for us 
Lutherans! 
    In Christ’s Service, Pastor Jim 

--------------------------------------------------------------- 
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El. J. Elucidates  

October marks the 12th 
month that I have been 
affiliated with Zion Lutheran 
Church of Amor.  The year 
has gone by in the blink of an 
eye.  I am very thankful that 
God led Denise and me to His 

family here at Zion.  We have been blessed 
getting to know this community of believers.  I 
say thanks to you for making us feel at home 
from the very first interview. 

Exciting things are happening at Zion!  
We have partnered with First Lutheran of Battle 
Lake and Eagle Lake Lutheran to create a brand 
new, innovative confirmation program!  We’re 
calling this collaboration LAFEN (Lakes Area 
Faith Education Network) Affirmation U.  We 
chose this title because the confirmation 
program now follows a university model.  While 
the students are required to take certain classes 
they also have the ability to take electives.  
These electives will allow them to follow their 
interests and gives them a partnership in the 
confirmation process.   

Although the students may take classes 
at any one of the congregations Pastor Jim and I 
have committed to offering all the classes that 
are needed for confirmation at Zion.   With 
students from four different school districts 
currently enrolled in our confirmation program 
we felt very strongly that if a student wanted to 
just attend classes at Zion they should be able 
to.  This allows for freedom with the safety net of 
comfort. 

Our Junior High Sunday School class has 
now become part of the confirmation program.  
This will allow our busy parents and students to 
choose a Sunday commitment over Wednesday 
evening commitment during particularly hectic 
times of year.   

An added benefit of the switch to 
Affirmation U is the fact that all of the classes 
with the exception of the Alpha program are 
open to people of all ages.  For example, in 
January (17 & 24) we will be offering a class on 
Luther’s small catechism, specifically the Lord’s 
Prayer and the 10 commandments.  If you are 
from a non-Lutheran background or perhaps 
slept through confirmation classes you can 
attend those classes.   

Thanks again for a delightful year!  May God 
continue to bless us and keep us always living in 
his grace! 

~~El J 
 

Coming OTC LYO Events 
Faith and Films October 8 at 6:30 p.m.  

Last month we viewed Lee Marvin’s Academy 
Award winning performance in the classic 
western spoof Cat Ballou.  October’s film 
promises to be just as delightful.  This is an 
intergenerational activity.   

On October 29, Reformation Sunday we 
will be holding a “Reformation Bash” to 
celebrate the 500th anniversary of the 
reformation.  Again, this event is 
intergenerational.  The evening will begin at  
6 p.m. with a potluck supper at First Lutheran in 
Battle Lake featuring traditional Lutheran potluck 
dishes.  More decisions need to be made but 
you will be asked to bring a dish based on your 
last name.  For example, those with last names 
that start with A through B may be asked to 
bring red jello salads that feature fruit.  Watch 
your church bulletin for more information! 
Entertainment will follow the potluck celebration! 
--------------------------------------------------------------- 

Spuds for Studs 
 

Sunday, Oct 1st at 11:00 a.m. 
 

Mission Team will bake the 
spuds – you top it with your choice of 18 
different toppings. Finish it all with an ice cream 
cup!  Your contribution buys material for the 
2018 Mission Jamaica House. 

 
Also Angus for Electricity…Friends of 

Zion donated 100 lbs. of ground Angus beef.  
One pound bags will be sold for a suggested 
donation of $6.00 a pound.  Limit 5 pounds per 
person.  Proceeds will go to purchasing a much 
needed generator for building Mission Jamaican 
Homes. 

 
PLUS….An additional 33 lbs of Angus 

ground beef will be sold to support God’s Acres.  
One pound bags will be sold for a suggested 
donation of $6.00 a pound.  Limit 5 pounds per 
person. 
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The Harvest Community Garden 

 
The Harvest Community Garden has had a 

very successful second year. Zion's Garden 
produced the following: 

Potatoes-50#, Onions-200, Zucchini-52, 
Cucumbers-36, Squash-24,Tomatoes-20#, 
Green Peppers-60, Mini Eggplant-34, 
Cantaloupe-6, Apples-40#, Plums-35#,  
Big Max Pumkins-10. 

None of this would have been possible 
without the support & participation of Zion's 
Congregation. 

I would like to thank the God's Acres Team 
and Gardeners.. 

Thanks too, to everyone who participated 
in the Sunday Market by enjoying the produce & 
donating to the Market. 

I am humbled & so deeply grateful to 
each & every one of you! I would appreciate 
feedback for next year's garden. 

#HarvestCommunityGarden 
#GrowingInFaith 
#GrowingFood 

Lynn Cave 
---------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
WELCA THANK OFFERING 

Sunday, Oct 15th 
Pastor Jodi Houge of Humble Walk Lutheran 
Church will be preaching!  Jodi interned with 

Zion of Amor in 2006-2007. 
 

 Winter clothes being collected 
in the narthez/lobby for the 
people in the West 7th area 
(near Humble Walk Lutheran 
Church).  

 
Thank you for blessing others with your 
donations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Library News 
 

If God is Love: rediscovering Grace in an 
ungracious world is the selection for the book 
discussion on October 5th at 1:30 p.m.   The two 
authors, Philip Gulley and James Mulholland, 
both Quakers explore the implications of belief in 
God’s love (Grace) and its power to change 
every area of our lives.  This book was selected 
to commemorate the Reformation since Grace is 
an important part of our Lutheran heritage.  El J 
will facilitate the discussion.  Books are available 
in the library.   

The library received two new biographies 
of Martin Luther and a book telling about the 
ramifications of the Reformation.   These gifts 
are greatly appreciated. 

Martin Luther: Renegade and Prophet is 
written by Lyndal Roper.  Mr. Roper did a 
significant amount of research; and this volume 
is very complete in painting a picture of the life 
and times of Luther and his contemporaries.   
This is a book that one would want to have 
plenty of time to read.  It is quite scholarly. 

Here I Stand: a life of Martin Luther is 
written by Roland H. Bainton .   Mr. Bainton 
describes Luther as a key figure in history.  He 
gives the history and culture of the times.  This 
biography is more readable for the lay person. 
October 31, 1517: Martin Luther and the Day 
that Changed the World is written by Martin E. 
Marty.  This is a very short book.  Actually, it 
would be best to think of this as a collection of 
essays regarding Lutheran and Catholic 
relations.   

Betty Johansen   826-6834 
---------------------------------------------------------------- 

Theme songs for Bible Characters: 
 
Noah – “Raindrops Keep Falling on My Head” 
Moses – “The Wanderer” 
Adam & Eve – “Strangers in Paradise” 
Jezebel – “The Lady is a Tramp” 
Samson – “Hair” 
Daniel – “The Lion Sleeps Tonight” 
Esther – “I Feel Pretty” 
Salome – “I Could Have Danced All Night” 
Joshua – “Good Vibrations” 
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MUSICALLY SPEAKING: 
Mr. Green and I 

On September 3rd, the choir sang Dan 
Forrest’s arrangement of Luther’s “A Mighty 

Fortress is Our God” as the anthem. This song, with 
its rousing lyrics and powerful rhythms, was a delight 
to play. I enjoyed it so much, that I prepared a Bach 
interpretation for the prelude at the 10:00 Informal 
Service. After the choir’s pre-service warmup, I told 
Sonja, “I might leave for awhile after the anthem so I 
can practice the prelude again, but I’ll be back.” 
When the choir was finished, I picked up my music 
as I walked through the choir room, stopped at the 
kitchen to see if any decaf coffee was ready, headed 
for the upright Steinway in the education wing, 
played through the prelude twice, decided it was 
ready, and returned to the choir room.  

Once there, I could hear Pastor Jim still 
speaking, so I sat at the table and waited. This was a 
good chance to quiet my mind, not think about 
music, and resist any impulse to write or read 
something. It was time to simply relax and enjoy the 
quiet in the room -- or so I thought. Then a quick 
movement caught my glance. On the wall by the east 
mirror, about four inches above the floor and now 
clinging to the wall, was a frog. “Oh, great,” I thought, 
“stuck in a room with a frog.” It was a bright, lime-
green color and much too tiny to make a fuss about.  

Suddenly, the sight of this little frog segued to 
memories of children and the song “Jeremiah was a 
Prophet.” Years ago, its catchy melody and lyrics 
were in one of the tattered, spiral bound, Sunday 
School songbooks. I smiled as I recalled the first 
verse:  
Jeremiah was a prophet. Was a good friend of mine.  
I wrote down every word he said. I helped him     
    preach his words.  
And he always had some mighty fine words. 
Joy to the world. All the boys and girls, now.  
Joy to the one God who is most high. Joy to you and 
I. (Hoyt Axton of Three Dog Night later renamed and 
reworked the lyrics).  

Meanwhile, the frog (now dubbed Mr. Green) 
and I were still alone in the choir room. He couldn’t 
stay there; he might get trampled once church 
ended. Yet, there was no way I was going to pick up 
a frog, even if he was tiny. Slowly, I approached him. 
Mr. Green jumped closer to me; I stepped back. 
(Why do creatures do that? Aren’t they supposed to 
be afraid?) Then I slowly opened the outside door, 
picked up a sheet of paper, moved toward the frog 
again, and tried to corral him toward the door. Now 
he hopped about two feet further into the room. I 
decided this was silly and reached for a second 
piece of paper. Now armed with a sheet of paper in 
each hand, I pursued the frog again and coaxed, 

“Come on, Mr. Green, go outside. This is for your 
own good.” Blocking the accesses to the crack 
behind the bookcase and the space beneath the 
door that led to the sanctuary, I managed to hustle 
him toward the open door, and Mr. Green hopped 
out.  

I quickly walked into the kitchen and 
announced, “You guys, there was a frog in the choir 
room.” Everyone was on task and didn’t seem too 
excited. When Pastor Jim and I were in the choir 
room after the second service, I said, “There was a 
frog in the choir room during the first service.” He 
looked at me, gave me a big smile, and exclaimed, 
“Good!”  

Given twenty minutes and the help of a 
disoriented frog, I experienced a transition that 
began with the music of Martin Luther’s sacred 
anthem, progressed through Bach’s classical, fugue-
styled prelude, and ended with a children’s song 
about the prophet Jeremiah. The morning had, 
indeed, unexpectedly become one of childhood 
delight and “Joy to the world. All the boys and girls 
now.” Moreover, it was “Good!” (By the way, Sonja 
assured me Mr. Green was a tree frog.) 

 
Our Labyrinth 
Landscaping 
Committee has 
been working 
closely with Ben 

Hovde on planning the landscaping design for the 
labyrinth area.  The full committee reviewed plans 
and accepted the report to do only the tree planting 
and ground preparation this fall.  The original plan 
will be scaled down to fit the budget.  God’s Acres 
team is very confident that all will enjoy the beauty of 
the completed project. 

Since the electrical supply to the shed and 
shelter is very limited, we will be installing a 100 Amp 
service to the storage shed which will feed the 
shelter.  This is a much needed improvement.  We 
hope to have this completed this fall. 

The team has determined a priority is adding 
a security system especially in the playground area.  
We are working with the same installer used for the 
church property. 

The traffic to God’s Acres has greatly 
increased.  Fall is a beautiful time of the year.  Why 
don’t you come to God’s Acres and enjoy His 
handiworks.   

November 1 is the shut down time for some 
of the playground and equipment unless heavy snow 
comes earlier.  However this does not mean the 
remainder of the playground cannot be used.  For 
other areas, your own equipment will be needed to 
use the facilities.   
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Katharina von Bora 
     Born to a poor Saxon noble 
and his wife, Katharina‘s mother 
died when she was five years 
old. At that tender age she was 
taken by her father to a cloister, 
and then to another. She was 

expected to work in the fields, and as she grew 
older she became a Novice, a step up to 
becoming a nun.       
       Her life was expected to be a solitary life of 
prayer, poverty and manual labor. About this 
time she and other young nuns were hearing 
about another truth...another way to live as a 
servant of God and they learned the name of a 
Monk named Martin. Ultimately Martin himself 
was party to an escape that involved twelve 
nuns being abducted from the Abbey and being 
whisked off to Wittenberg.  (Another source 
suggests that the escape to Wittenberg was 
engineered in a covered wagon.) So suddenly 
Wittenberg became a very busy place as women 
were married to friends of Luther’s.  Only 
Katharina remained, as Luther’s friends debated 
whether he should marry and pondered what 
precedent that might set. There were also issues 
of background. Katharina was a daughter of 
noble Saxon background, Luther came from 
peasant parents. However Luther and his Katie 
were married, Luther conceded to “please his 
father, rile the pope, cause angels to laugh, and 
devils to weep.”  
     Suddenly Katherina was managing a large  
household...with many of her husband’s friends 
and his students at her dinner table. Katharina 
was 26 when she married Luther, an age when 
women of that era would have been done with 
childbearing but Katharina and Martin had six 
children, two who died at early ages.  Interesting 
to note that before his death, Martin signed 
documents to make Katie the heir to all that he 
had. Trusting women to control money and 
make decisions was not something that 
happened then. What was happening in 
Germany was not just isolated...from the court of 
Henry the 8th, where two of the wives of Henry 
the 8th left the Church of England...to the halls 
of the Vatican, people were asking questions, 
debating... 
 
 

Summary of Zion Council Minutes 
September 13, 2017 

 
Secretary’s Report: Motion to approve 
Secretary’s Report on August 9, 2017, made by 
Yvonne Erickson. Seconded and Approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Motion to accept and 
include file for review. Seconded.  Approved. 
 
Committee, Team & Pastoral Reports:  See 
written reports. 
 
Mutual Ministry Team: Presented on the 
history, purpose, and key activities involved with 
this team. They provide much support, 
encouragement and honest feedback, all 
essential in keeping a healthy pastoral role. 
 
Business: 

 The Finance Committee drafted a Cash 
Policy with the intention that activities at 
Zion that involve cash will use best 
practices procedures. Motion made to 
approve Cash Counting Policy, seconded 
and approved. 
 

 As recommended by the Finance 
Committee, a motion was made to 
continue Pastor Jim Gronbeck’s Portico 
benefits package with no changes for 
2018 made, seconded and approved. 
 

 Motion made to hire Lynn Cave as new 
Office Assistant made, seconded and 
approved. 
 

 Motion made to accept price and 
purchase of new office computer as 
recommended by Executive Committee 
made, seconded and approved. 
 

 As recommended by the Safe Church 
Committee, Motion made to authorize the 
committee and office manager to use the 
company Trusted Employees for future 
background checks. Seconded and 
approved. 
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 October Sunday School  
10/1 Sunday School  
10/8 Sunday School  
10/15 Sunday School – Students Sing in 
Church! 
10/22 NO SUNDAY SCHOOL or JO & DOUGH 
due to MEA school break 
10/29 Sunday School, Reformation/Confirmation 
11/5 Sunday School, *Daylight Savings ends-set 
your clocks back! 
 
JO & DOUGH: Each Sunday that Sunday 
School meets, Jo & Dough for parents and 
grandparents meets.  You can enjoy a morning 
treat and a leisurely cup of coffee. Find 
camaraderie, friendship, laughs, comforts, 
visiting, and relaxation with whoever can attend.  
There are no requirements of any kind, so stop 
in every time Sunday school meets or just 
anytime that works for you.  Let's keep our big 
group of Jo & Doughers growing.  
----------------------------------------------------------------  

Report On the NW MN SWO 
Convention  Sept. 14 & 15 

 
The theme for this year was, "Be Kind-the 

power of kindness can change the world."  
Ephesians 4:32  Be kind to one another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one another as God in 
Christ has forgiven you. 

 When I entered the convention center, I 
got the feeling I’d been there before.  Last year the 
meeting room was filled with purses and this year 
it was covered with bags.  The entire stage and 
benches along both walls were filled with bags.  I 
was told that the person responsible for delivering 
the bags thought that she would be able to fit them 
into her vehicle.  It looked more like she would 
need a semi to deliver them.  As always the 
women of the ELCA were so very generous with 
their gifts to children going into foster care.  
Thanks to all of you who contributed! 

The convention opened with a business 
meeting and election of officers. After the business 
meeting we were treated to some delicious 
appetizers followed by a banquet supper.  After 

supper we heard a report from the church wide 
board representative and then instead of beer and 
hymns we had ROOTBEER AND HYMNS.  You 
could choose between rootbeer, diet rootbeer, 
rootbeer floats plus popcorn.  The singing was 
NOT optional.  We sang hymns for about 1 1/2 
hours.  It was so much fun, I think I'll try beer and 
hymns at the Rusty Nail next month. 

Everyone who spent the night at Fair Hills 
stayed in a cabin and had a huge breakfast in the 
dining hall the next morning.  I decided that if I 
stayed there much longer, I'd have to buy a size 
larger-we were so well fed. 

The agenda for Friday began with a 
worship service and communion, the sermon given 
by Bishop Wohlrobe was all about kindness which 
he referred to as "God's reconstruction of the 
infrastructure of our being."  He said the best way 
to defeat our enemies was to shower them with 
kindness.  WOW! 

And I'll bet you can guess what Pastor 
Laurie Natwick's Bible study was all about, 
KINDNESS! 

At noon we ate again, sang again and 
listened to the keynote speaker from WDAY, Kevin 
Wallevand who has put together a documentary 
on Human Trafficking, which we watched followed 
by a question and answer session.  Much of the 
video was filmed in Western North Dakota in 
connection with the oil boom.  Many of the girls are 
victims of kidnapping and the lure of drugs and in 
much need of rehabilitation. 

At the closing of the convention, the Mary 
Magdalene Awards were announced and to her 
great surprise, a member of Zion was among 
those honored.  It was such fun seeing the 
look on her face when her name was 
announced.  Congratulations! 

If you've never been to Fair Hills, it is a 
lovely place.  During the meetings, we could look 
out over the lake, the grounds are well-groomed , 
the cabins clean, the food abundant and tasty, a 
great place for a retreat.  Again, I thank you for 
allowing me to be your delegate and giving me this 
memorable experience! 
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TREASURER’S REPORT     August 2017 
        August                   Year to Date       Budget   

        Income       Actual                     Actual             Budget  Used 

 Sunday Offering  22,087.16  178,646.92  262,861.00  67.96 % 

 Special Offering  0.00  2,617.00  6,000.00  43.62 % 

 Other Income  3.12  597.73  2,270.00  26.33 % 
 
 Total Income  22,090.28  181,861.65  271,131.00  67.08 % 

 

 Expense 

 Our Benevolence  1,770.42  14,233.36  20,940.00  67.97 % 

 Missions  1,560.00  8,737.00  14,000.00  62.41 % 

 Pastoral Compensation  8,394.75  67,158.00  100,737.00  66.67 % 

 Pastoral Expense  365.28  3,586.85  4,870.00  73.65 % 

 New Members/Outreach  0.00  1,575.66  2,075.00  75.94 % 

 Education  2,036.39  14,368.44  21,356.00  67.28 % 

 Library  45.00  200.45  300.00  66.82 % 

 Music & Worship  1,295.88  10,879.42  17,142.00  63.47 % 

 Altar  0.00  261.66  400.00  65.42 % 

 Office Staff  3,167.94  26,709.47  40,152.00  66.52 % 

 Stephen Ministry  0.00  0.00  300.00  0.00 % 

 Office Expenses  1,066.08  9,329.17  13,931.00  66.97 % 

 Stewardship  0.00  0.00  300.00  0.00 % 

 Planning  295.00  411.00  710.00  57.89 % 

 Property Management  1,744.99  17,418.80  28,953.00  60.16 % 

 Maintenance & Repairs  320.00  2,327.46  2,200.00  105.79 % 

 Capital Improv/Emerg Op  0.00  0.00  2,765.00  0.00 % 
 
 Total Expense  22,061.73  177,196.74  271,131.00  65.35 % 
 
 Income Less Expense  28.55  4,664.91  0.00 

 
                                   Attendance/Contributions      August  2016 - 2017 

2016 August     
 

2017 August     

Date Attendance Contributions 
 

Date Attendance Contributions 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  

7-Aug 230 $6,369.00 
 

6-Aug 260 $7,366.00 

14-Aug 175 $4,428.25 
 

13-Aug 210 $4,704.00 

21-Aug 187 $7,493.00 
 

20-Aug 220 $6,413.16 

28-Aug 169 $4,404.00 
 

27-Aug 179 $3,704.00 

      
 

      

      
 

      

  
 

  
 

  
 

  

TOTAL 761 $22,694.25 
 

TOTAL 869 $22,187.16 

AVG 190.25 
  

AVG 217.25 
  

Restricted Funds August 2017 
 Flowers                           162.02 
 Improvement Fund       1,594.16 
 Designated Giving           948.56 
 Food Shelf                    1,443.54 
 Sunday School             2,309.50 
 World Hunger                  130.00 
 Cemetery Fund               588.23    
 Library Fund                    705.52          
 Memorials & Gifts         2,264.43 
 Music Fund                   1,830.49 
 Youth Group                 2,642.07 
 Found. Pass Thru              40.00 
 
 
 
 
 

 Sunday School Projects      0.00 
 Stephen Ministry             995.74 
 Funeral                          1275.69 
 Fair Trade Coffee            291.77 
 Organ Fund                  5,692.77 
 Pancake Breakfast            31.96 
 God’s Acres                  1,805.99     
 Men’s Group Funds        257.82 
 Miss Jam Pass Thru     3,456.63 
Twins Game                        0.00 
 Helping Hands             4,632.48 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Missions                          327.00 
Jamaica House                291.15 
Total           $33,717.32
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Autumn Glory 
By Marilyn Ferguson 

 

Autumn breeze is blowing 
Chill is in the air 

Leaves are gently swirling 
Scattered here and there. 

 
People clad in jackets 

Cider nice and hot 
Wiener roast and campfire 

Sure does hit the spot. 
 

Football games on Fridays 
Fans can now be found 

Huddled round in blankets 
Rivals come to town. 

 
Wintertime is coming 

Leaves are being shed 
Lovely shades of yellow Touch of crimson red. 

 
Frost is on the pumpkin 

Hunter with his gun 
Days are growing shorter 
Golden fields are spun. 

 
God is quite the artist 

Paints a canopy 
Adds a splash of color 
For everyone to see. 


