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Lord God, open our ears, our eyes, and our hearts so we hear and receive your Word 

and “May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing to you, O 

LORD” (Psalm 19:14) Amen.   

Picture your favorite person in your mind, alive and loving life.  Now picture that 

person doubling over in pain, desperate for help.  You step in and drive your loved one 

to the nearest hospital – which in a rural area takes a bit longer than normal.   You get 

your loved one to the ER.  After tests and examination, the ER doctor says emergency 

surgery is needed but it is not life threatening.   So after hugging your loved one, you 

settle down to wait. Then suddenly the power goes out.  A brief 10 minutes later the 

lights come back on. Shortly afterwards the emergency surgeon walks out.  You stand 

up to hear the news.  The surgeon gently lays a hand on your arm and says “I’m sorry, 

we did all we could.  Your loved one died on the operating table.  If we could have 

gotten the electricity back on, it could have ended differently…”.   

 Think this type of story doesn’t happen today?  Think again.  I’m not talking about 

rural America but rural Liberia.  In ZorZor, Liberia the Curran Hospital runs on expensive 

and unreliable diesel generators.  In this area of Liberia, less than 1% of the population 

has access to electricity.  In fact, this Lutheran Hospital has 125 beds, outpatient 

services, a school of nursing, and supervision for 23 community health centers and 

clinics. Lutheran women have been supporting Curran Hospital for over 100 years.  

(https://my.rreal.org/campaign/current-for-curran/c169916) 

The WELCA project “Current for Curran” supports the use of solar energy for the 

hospital.  This clean, renewable energy will ensure the hospital can continue to care for 



Liberians.  Note two key words:  Lutheran women and 100 years.   Lutheran women 

have been persistent in loving their neighbors in Liberia.   

This is just like the lessons we have today.  Each of these Bible passages honors 

persistence. They honor active – not passive – faith.  But what is persistence?  One 

definition is:  firm or obstinate continuance in a course of action in spite of difficulty or 

opposition.  It can be· tenacity, determination, full of purpose, patience and endurance.   

  In Genesis, we find Jacob, a scoundrel who hails from a dysfunctional family, 

determinedly fighting with someone.  Even after his hip is wrenched out of joint, Jacob 

won’t stop wrestling until he is blessed.  That is determination in the face of a greater 

foe.  Jacob realizes he can’t do it on his own – he needs God.  And his stubbornness is 

rewarded.  God chose this person, this scoundrel from a dysfunctional family, to be the 

father of The 12 tribes.  Our women are just as persistent as Jacob.  They have an 

active, unrelenting Mission.  They know they need God.  And our women are rewarded 

for their tenacity.    Otherwise how could the Fall Supper go on for 67 years? (Longer 

than I have been alive by the way!) And like Jacob, a few of the fall supper workers may 

have hip pain by the end of the night.  The proceeds WELCA biggest fundraiser, the fall 

supper, are given away to those in need -  like Campus Ministry, Somewhere Safe (who 

support victims of crimes) and Vineyard Ministries in central Mexico who are serving 

the poorest and most vulnerable members of the community.  I lift up this ministry 

as I was struck by the children foraging in the garbage dumps for food and 

necessities like shoes.   

In the second lesson, Paul calls upon Timothy to remain active in his faith and 

ministry despite cultural pressures. Timothy is to use faith, courage, self-discipline and 

https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+tenacity
https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+determination
https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+patience
https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+endurance


the scriptures to fuel his endurance and maintain his faith.  His faith is active.  Our 

women’s circles are examples of active faith with their monthly Bible Studies and 

frequent service projects.  As a second generation Christian, Timothy’s faith was 

learned from his mother and grandmother – Eunice and Lois.  I often hear how the 

women of our congregation have handed down their faith to their children and 

grandchildren. How they continue to nurture that faith with enduring prayer and seed 

planting.    I hear how our women worry about loved ones who have a weaker 

relationship with Jesus.   

  And our widow in the Gospel of Luke; Oh man, ya gotta love her.  She just kept 

on respectfully requesting justice from a culturally opposite opponent. She reminds me 

of some Scandinavian and German women I dearly love.  It was due to the widow’s 

determination that the unjust, powerful judge granted her request.  In fact, Luke uses 

widows a lot in his gospel.  In Jesus’ time widows are the poorest of the poor, the most 

vulnerable of the community.  So if you see a Biblical text that mentions a widow – be 

prepared because something important is going to happen.   Widows may be vulnerable 

but they are also portrayed as prophetic and active in their faith.  Jesus uses widows as 

models of faith.   

The widow in the gospel today may be a cultural cast-off but she is important.  

She has value in God’s eyes. She teaches us values in faith.   People of Luke’s time did 

not expect the widow to receive a favorable judgement.  But then again, God often 

surprises us with the unexpected.     



God calls us to be active in our faith.  God rewards those who do not give up –

God calls us to see the poorest of the poor as having value. God calls us to expect the 

unexpected.   

I think WELCA has this figured out.  WELCA stands for ‘Women of the ELCA’.  If 

you’re female and member of an ELCA church, you’re a member of WELCA.  WELCA’s 

Mission statement is simply:  Mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus 

Christ.   

Today we honor the women who have gone before and those who are here 

today.  We offer our support in WELCA’s ministries around the world and in our 

backyard.  In a past Synod Assembly, the then Bishop Wahlrabe said “if you want 

something done in church, let the women to do it.”   

Like Jacob in the Old Testament, we are “a people who are willing to be 

changed… because” we “know that attaining that blessing is worth the sacrifice.” 

(Working Preacher, Skinner)   We, and certainly our women, are not a people of passive 

faith. 

Our Genesis reading “suggests that God is not looking for wimpy followers. Yahweh 

rewards those who fight for the heavenly blessing. Although at the outset of the 

[Jacob’s] story, Yahweh is unrecognizable, it is in wrestling with God that” Jacob see 

God’s face. (IBID) 

Maybe in our struggles, we are wounded, but like Jacob, see God’s face.  Like 

the story of your loved one dying on the operating table.  Women who were wounded, 



respond to the need of reliable power in a hospital.  They have worked for 100 years to 

support that hospital.  We need to be as persistent; to be as bold, as these women. 

 We are changed by our prayer; we are changed by our individual, faith filled 

actions. We persist even though we sin – otherwise you would not be here in worship 

today.  We act knowing that Jesus died for our sins.  We persist because we know that 

the Son of Man will come again.  The last phrase in our gospel asks -  when Jesus 

comes again “will he find faith on earth”?  When that day comes and Jesus looks at you, 

will he find faith on earth?  If our women have anything to do with it, I’d bet it will be a 

resounding Yes.  Amen.   


