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Nov 24, 2019    Year C    Christ the Kind     Sermon 6 

Expect the Unexpected  

Lessons:  Jeremiah 32:1-6,    Colossians 1:11-20,     Luke 23:33-43 

Main Point:  Expect the Unexpected; we ask for the moon and God give us the 

universe.   

 

Lord God, open our ears, our eyes, and our hearts so we hear and receive your Word 

and “May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing to you, O 

LORD” (Psalm 19:14) Amen.   

I’ve always wanted a magic wand.  I grew up with TV shows like Bewitched and I Dream 

of Jeanie.  Whenever one of those woman got into a jam the simply wiggled their nose 

or crossed their arms and nodded – and whatever they wanted was done.  Oh 

sometimes things went arye but they were always ended up fine.   Then Harry Potter 

came along with a wood wand and his signature “Expelliarmus” spell.  So this weekend 

I went out and bought a magic wand.   Tada!  And in good Midwestern fashion, I need 

to tell you I got it on sale for $1.25.   

To the disciples, Jesus must have looked like he had a magic wand or powerful magic. 

He had the power to do the unexpected; healed people, fed thousands at one time with 

only enough food for one, raised the dead, turned water into wine -  and so much more.  

That awesome ability was not normal – so Jesus must be special; He must be a King. 

Kings have power to get things done.  The Old Testament told of the messiah coming 

from the lineage of King David.  Kings tend to be hereditary.   

While magic has entertained me, Kings have never impressed me.  I learned in history 

class that “absolute power corrupts absolutely”.  And we do see this in the Old 
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Testament – Just look at King David.  Once he attained power, wealth and force -  he 

fell from God’s grace. We humans are not cut out for absolute power.  We sin.  We 

impulsively strike out of our strong emotions.  We stray from the path God illuminates.  

And Jesus wasn’t very kingly.  He was not wealthy.  He had no army.  He did not use 

his quote unquote “magic” to save his own life.  So it is easy to see the mockery of the 

romans soldiers and in the sign above the cross “king of the Jews”.  So why do we 

celebrate Christ the King Sunday?   

Pope Pius XI created “Christ the King” celebration in 1925. It was said “He grieved a 

world that had been ravaged by the First World War and which had begun to bow down 

before the “lords” of exploitative consumerism, nationalism, secularism and new forms 

of injustice.  The old power structures in Europe and the Middle East were fading into 

memory…  A new and uncertain world was rising in their place…Pope Pius XI 

recognized that, for the Christian, it was not the passing empires and colonies that 

define who or whose they were... He envisioned Christians led by the King of Peace.”  

Alertia.org.   

And indeed our gospel today shows us that the reign of Christ embraces any person – 

not just the Jews.  Jesus is hanging on the cross flanked by two criminals.  The bible 

does not give their religious pedigree. It does not define their country of origin.  It does 

not define them in any other way than criminals who justly deserved the consequences 

of their sin. The Bible does not list their various good deeds.  They did no acts to 

deserve salvation. We are like those criminals hanging on the cross next to Jesus.  We 

are reason he came to earth to suffer imperfect humanness, horrible pain, humiliation. 

We deserve the cross.  Jesus did not.  Jesus actions showed us that it is never too late 
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to turn to God.  That our deeds do not grant us salvation.  We must simply believe and 

ask for his mercy.  Now that is power and wealth beyond imagining.  I cannot achieve 

this on my own.  I need Jesus.  So are we celebrating our King’s power and wealth 

today?  Or are we celebrating our weaknesses?  Because it is in weakness that we find 

strength.  

 If we limit our focus today on the KING we lose sight of our place in the kingdom.  

Christ claims us in our baptism.  Our true place is the kingdom of God - “a reality that 

surpasses the limits of physical boundaries, ethnicities, and even time itself.  We are co-

citizens of God’s Kingdom…” ibid.   The disciples and followers of Christ thought their 

messiah lost his kingdom forever in his death.  But really he was coming INTO his 

kingdom as he died and rose again.  This was unexpected.  This was so much more 

than Jesus’ followers wished and hoped for.  Christ followers wanted a king – a powerful 

earthly King.  But once again God grants us the unexpected.  We ask for the moon and 

God gives us the universe.   

For example, in Acts 3, as apostle Peter walks into the temple, he is accosted by a 

crippled beggar.  The man was lame since birth.  The crippled beggar’s life was simply 

to be carried him and begging for money.  He had no way of earning money as a cripple 

other than begging.  No hope for a wife or family – not in that day and age.  He was a 

burden; an outcast.  But Peter does a God thing. In verse 6, Peter acknowledges he has 

no money to share but instead gives the man what he needs.  Not what he asked for.  

But what he needs.  Peter, in the authority of Jesus Christ, tells the man to simply get 

up and walk.  And the cripple does.  The crippled beggar asked for money but Christ 



4 

gave him the ability to walk; to earn money, to have a wife and family. Peter, using 

Christ’s authority, gave the beggar a whole new life.   

That is what Jesus dying on the cross gives us.  A whole new life.  His death and 

resurrection gives us what we need not what we want. The disciples wanted a powerful, 

earthly king but instead got an eternal life in paradise.  And what a kingdom it is.  It is 

timeless; powerful beyond imagination.  It is accessible; it is living.  It is our living hope.  

Living – now that is a powerful word.  The kingdom is active today.  While your 

permanent citizenship is in heaven, the kingdom is active today in your temporary 

residence.  Christ’s gift of suffering gave you that.  Now that is a thing to celebrate.   

And how do we celebrate our awesome King and our inheritance?  We can strive 

to live as Jesus did:  Jesus remembered God’s word in stressful situations like the 

temptations by the devil.  Jesus did God’s work.  Jesus acknowledged God as all 

powerful.  He sought out God and trusted Him.   

We can also praise God.  We talk with God. Ask him to make us more aware of him.  

We can acknowledge his love for us.  I sometimes find it hard that with all my sin and 

humanness that God still accepts and loves me so much that he suffers for me.  We 

can praise God by thanking him for accepting us as we are; imperfect with the 

inability not to sin.  That is amazing grace.   

We can praise God thru our actions.  Sing songs that praise Gods.  Or simply make a 

joyful noise.  Read the Bible.  Help others.  Treat others with respect.  As 1 Peter 2:1 

states “Be done with all deceit, hypocrisy, jealously and all unkind speech”.  Be an 

example for others – shine your light of Christ so brightly that others are attracted to it.   
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But above all remember this.  Jesus carries the magic wand – not us.  He 

blesses us. He uses his perfect life to save our imperfect ones.  Our lives in our 

temporary residence needs to point to God. We need to acknowledge the amazing 

grace and love of Jesus active in our lives today.  We asked for the moon but God gave 

us the universe.  For that, I am very thankful.  Amen.  


