
May 5, 2019    Year C     Third Sunday in Easter  Lost in translation 

  

Lord God, open our ears, our eyes, and our hearts so we hear and receive your Word 

and “May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing to you, O 

LORD” (Psalm 19:14).  Amen.   

Ich hatte schon immer ein paar Fragen zu diesem Evangelium: gehst du nachts – nackt 

zum Angeln?  Nur in Formensprache unter Freunden sprechen? "Ich gehe angeln". "Wir 

werden mit euch gehen."  Gehören die Jünger einem Fremden oder stellen Sie fest, 

dass es Jesus war, bevor sie auf der anderen Seite des Bootes Netze niederlegten?   

What????….You didn’t expect the sermon to be in German?  Here is what I 

said…because sometimes things can get lost in translation.  I said:  I’ve always had a 

few questions about this gospel:  do you go fishing at night – naked?  Talk only in formal 

language among friends? “I am going fishing”. “We will go with you.”  Do the disciples 

obey a stranger or figure out it was Jesus before they put down nets on the other side of 

boat?   

A little bit of research can solve some of these questions.  First off, the highs this week 

at The Sea of Tiberius are expected to be 87 to 99 degrees Fahrenheit.  Lows in the 

upper 60’s.  So it is more comfortable to fish at night with fewer clothes on.  And some 

species are nocturnal and thus are only active at night.  Oh and one more thing – the 

disciples nets were most likely made of flax….so they would be harder for the fish to 

see at night.  Okay, that explains the naked night fishing thing.  As for the formal 

language…..I will chalk that up to translation after the event not an actual record of 

friends’ conversations.   



As for the obedience to a stranger or to Jesus…..in a group many things happen at the 

same time.   But the written word is sequential.  Put yourself in the story.   How did the 

scene play out?  Putting ourselves in the boat with the disciples helps us see the event 

thru their eyes not the eyes of the writer.   

Last week the disciples were scared, locked in a room.  This week the disciples are 

back fishing.  Does this mean they abandoned Jesus’ work?  There is no indication of 

this.  Think of their society – no 7 Elevens or McDonalds on the street corners.  They 

simply may have needed to eat.  

Following the death and resurrection of Jesus, which is a deep spiritual experience, the 

disciples find that experience fading and return to normal activities.  Fishing was one of 

those familiar, comfortable things to turn to when times are uncertain. Maybe they just 

don’t know what to do next. 

In this fellowship by the sea, Jesus reaffirms the disciple’s purpose. As Frank Crouch 

writes in an article for Working Preacher, this is “a recommissioning from the Lord. They 

are reminded who they are and what they were originally called to be.”  We all need 

that.  The recommissioning.  The reminder.  We need to be reminded of all that God has 

done for us:  The resources He gives us; skills He bestows on us; the unconditional love 

He wraps us in, the grace He imparts on us and the mercy He grants us.  All this freely 

given - even though we sin and betray God. Without reminders, it is easy to forget what 

we are called to do.   

The Peter in this story is the same Peter who denied Jesus three times at Jesus’ trial.  

In today’s gospel, Jesus gives Peter three chances to redeem himself.  Talk about love!  



Peter denied all of Jesus’ work and his own faith.  But Jesus did not write Peter off.  

Instead Peter meets with God’s grace. “God’s powerful grace means sin cannot have 

the final say in the lives of God’s people.” (BSF International)   

Now remember what I said about things being lost in translation?  We could assume 

that only Peter has this responsibility.  Since I am not named Peter, it is not my 

responsibility to shepherd Jesus’ flock.  Again, put yourself in the story.  You are Peter.   

Jesus is asking if YOU love him.  Jesus gives YOU a task.  Do you love Jesus?  How do 

you respond to your task of being a shepherd?  Are you grateful that He gives YOU a 

chance to redeem yourself?  The danger of this story is to assume it is only applicable 

to someone who lived a long time ago in a place far away. 

Tending and feeding sheep is a daily job. A shepherd does what he does out of love for 

his sheep.  He cares for them.  He wants them to be healthy, well fed and happy.  That 

is what we are called to do –to live our lives loving and caring for others.  This requires 

us to integrate our faith in our daily decision making, to have our faith permeate our 

goals and actions. How will you show others that they are cared for and loved?    

Living your faith is about keeping those sheep alive; about listening to Jesus when he 

tells us to fish from the other side of the boat. How will you be casting your nets on the 

other side of the boat?   

Living your faith shows who you are; it shows whose you are.  It is a foundation for your 

decisions and actions.  That foundation is Jesus.  It is about hearing the call, responding 

to it with fellowship and following God’s direction in life – just like the disciples did in the 

gospel today.  Over the course of the summer, the Living Our Faith Team will be 



introducing ways we can live our faith and how to strengthen that foundation.  Here is a 

sample: 

Making daily choices that reflect your faith is living your faith.  It means 

recognizing that your faith is active 24/7/365.  You exercise your faith throughout the 

week; not just on Sundays.  You make hundreds of decisions each day.  What do those 

decision reflect about you? 

Growing closer to God is living your faith.  It is about your personal relationship with 

God.  Do you nurture that relationship or take it for granted? 

Supporting fellow members, associate members and friends of Zion is living your 

faith.  This helps us recognize we don’t live in isolation.  God calls us to ‘shepherd’ 

each other.  To borrow a phrase, “It takes a village to do God’s Work”. 

Financially supporting Zion to live out our mission is living your faith.   It is an 

acknowledgment that God works in every aspect of our lives and money is no 

exception.  Money is a tool we use to actualize God’s presence in our community. 

Using the gifts God gave each of us to support His and Zion’s mission is living 

your faith.   This is another tool we have we have been given by God.  A tool that helps 

actualize God’s presence in our community.  These gifts can be as simple as a smile 

and as complex as leading a building project.  Like I remind my father, if you don’t use 

it, you’ll lose it.  God empowers us to use our gifts – not let them rust away in a closet. 

Spreading God’s Word is living your faith.  This is perhaps the most difficult one for 

us Minnesota Lutherans.  We are called share the good news.   



Now just in case your mind tends to wander during sermons, you should have received 

a tri-fold brochure giving a little more information on each of these areas.   

Today’s gospel highlights the fact that the disciples were ordinary people who followed 

Jesus.  Just like you and me.  Jesus is asking US to fish from the other side of the boat.  

To put our net down even if every other time, the net has come up empty.  Fishing is not 

a onetime event in the lives of the disciples.  Neither is tending and feeding sheep – if it 

was, the sheep would die and people would starve.  So as you go about your week – 

think about living your faith.  How will you respond to Jesus’ call of “recommissioning”.  

How can you be a ‘Peter’ – an ordinary person who lives out his faith on a daily basis?   

Let’s walk this journey together as we make a conscious choice to live out our faith.  

Amen.   


