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Senior  
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Sunday, May 31st  Cake & 
coffee will be served during 

Coffee Fellowship at  
9:15 a.m.  

 

Zion of Amor  
Spring Salad 

Luncheon 
 

has been cancelled. 

   

PANCAKE & SAUSAGE 
BREAKFAST 

Sunday, May 24th 
8:00 a.m. – Noon 

 

The free will offering will be 
divided between the Zion 
Quilters & God’s Acres. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TWO SERVICES:  Zion will 
(hopefully) be returning to 
our two service schedule 
(8:15 and 10:00 a.m.) on 

May. 31st 

. 
 

Welcome Mitzi Parker! 
 

Hello! I am delighted to be 
working at Zion and look 

forward to meeting all of you! 
 

I started at Zion on April 22nd 
and you may have already 

heard me answer the phone 
or answered an email.   

 
Please bear with me as I ask 
a lot of questions and get to 
know who does what.  I have 
been told I have ‘big shoes to 

fill’ and look forward to the 
challenge.  

  
Best of luck Lynn on your new 
adventure and I thank you for 
all your help!  I am sure I will 
be in touch.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTE:  Due to the Covid-19 virus, when we resume 
‘normal’ church worship, events and activities is out of 
our control.  We wish to practice an abundance of 
caution – as we care about each and every one of you.  
So please be patient as we plan and navigate these 
uncertain times.   ***Some events listed in the 
Tidings may change after printing. Please check 
website, Facebook, church voicemail and email for 
current updates.   

11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
 and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
 so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 
 to spring up before all the nations.             Isaiah 61:11 
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FROM THE OFFICE 
 

Options for receiving 
TIDINGS Newsletter:  

Would you like your monthly 
newsletter sent to you via  
e-mail?  We can do that!  Just 
let us know by e-mailing the 
church office at:  
zionamoroffice@prtel.com  
or calling us at 495-2563. 
 

 
MEN’S BREAKFAST 

Has been cancelled for May  
 

 
 

COMMUNITY  
GARDEN 

 

Growing in Faith -   
Growing Food 

 
 The garden spaces  

will be ready for planting by 
Memorial Day.   

If you have questions, please 
contact Lynn Cave, 

 641-373-6021, 
iasewtaquilter@gmail.com 

---------------------------------- 
 

Faith n' Films  
We are hoping to resume on 
May 10th depending on the 

Executive order.  
 

Adult Forums 
Sun., May 10th at 9:15 a .m. 
Topic:  Lynn Melchior’s faith 

journey.   
 

No Adult Forum on May 24th 
due to Pancake Breakfast. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      Thank you, Zion, for being 
part of the community action 
in response to COVID-19.   
       You’ve encouraged the 
social distancing measures 
and adjusted to meeting the 
needs of the congregation.  
There has been kindness, 
hope and love extended 
which is vital when dealing 
with unknowns. 
      Please be in tune with 
what your body and soul 
needs; then work to fulfill it.  
Resiliency is one of the main 
things we’ll need as we 
continue.  This congregation 
has a history of being strong 
in faith and people, and what 
you do individually and 
collectively is appreciated. 
 
Public Health Nurse 

 
Otter Tail County is in 

need of quality foster homes 
for children. Children in foster 
care need stable, loving care 
until they can either safely 
reunite with their families or 
establish other lifelong 
relationships with a nurturing 
adult/family.  

Foster parents play an 
essential role in children’s lives 
and have the ability to provide 
structure, stability, and 
nurturing. Please contact Jody 
Dahlen at 218-998-8191 with 
any questions related to foster 
care or to start the process. 
More information can be found 
at 
https://ottertailcountymn.us/con
tent-page/foster-care-adoption/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Scholarships for summer 
camps are available thru the 
Zion Foundation.  Drop off a 
copy of the camp registrations 
by June 22nd to Pastor Jim or 
the office to apply.  

---------------------------------- 
 

Foundation Footnotes 

The Zion Foundation will 
continue to provide food 

support for our community.  In 
March, the Foundation gifted 
$1,500 to the Perham Food 
Shelf, $1,500 to the Battle 

Lake Food Shelf and $1,700 
to the Friends of Friends for 

their weekend backpack food 
program in local schools.  

That’s a total of $4,700 which 
will help our neighbor’s food 

needs. 
 

Have an idea that could 
benefit from Zion Foundation 

support?  Submit a new 
Request Form and we’ll 

review the request.  You can 
find these at the office or on 

the website. 
 

Thanks!  Act local and donate 
your favorite non-perishable 

food item to a food shelf. 
 

Yours in Faith- 
Foundation  

---------------------------------- 
55 and Older Drivers’ 

Education Classes   
Have not been scheduled for 
2020.  Stay tuned for more 

information. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 Sunday Market 

9 to 11 am 

Aug—Oct 

 

mailto:zionamoroffice@prtel.com
mailto:iasewtaquilter@gmail.com
https://ottertailcountymn.us/content-page/foster-care-adoption/
https://ottertailcountymn.us/content-page/foster-care-adoption/
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PASTOR PARAGRAPHS 
 

Dear Members and Friends, 
 

 It is my sincere hope and 
prayer that you are all doing well and taking care 
of yourselves and one another.  It’s a strange 
thing we are going through.  As of mid-April we 
have only heard that the shutdown orders will be 
enforced through May 4th.  It’s really strange, for 
the January issue of the Tidings I wrote that we 
never know what the future will bring. Wow! I 
sure didn’t know what the next couple months 
would bring.  As we are shutdown now, I need to 
update those of you who may not know what 
has transpired.  Those who do know, please be 
patient. 

 In the January issue I told you that Sonja 
Holmgren resigned as our Music director 
leaving two positions open.   

 We have filled both of those positions 
with Council approval!  Carol Brimhall 
was approved as our Contemporary 
Worship Director and began in late 
February.                             

 Dana Peterson was approved as our 
Choir Director for the traditional worship 
choir and she began in late February as 
well. 

 Then, our Office Manager, Lynn Melchior, 
was accepted into the MDivX program at 
Luther Seminary (an accelerated 2 year 
course for ordained ministry)!  Lynn will 
be leaving her position on May 15th as 
she starts the first week in June.  (More 
on that in a bit) 

 We have hired a new Office Manager, 
Mitzi Parker, who began training with 
Lynn on April 22nd.   

 Our Custodian, Karen Umland, resigned 
for health reasons, her substitute took 
over for a month then resigned as she 
was offered more hours at her other job, 
so Karen took over again until we found 
our new Custodian, Lisa Yakis.  Lisa 
began officially on April 1st (no foolin’!).   

 We also are dealing with the resignation 
of EL J Arntson, who hopes to retire 
shortly!  We are hoping to interview 
candidates shortly.   

 So you can see that we have been busy 
and have been dealing with a lot of changes! My 
thanks to council president Orlynn Rinke for all 
the help, counsel, and encouragement he has 
given in this process.   
 Tentatively Orlynn and I are looking at a 
Sunday for a Good Bye time for Lynn.  As we 
never know for sure whether we will be allowed 
to gather by then, I would urge you to write a 
note, send a card, email her with your thanks for 
her stellar work for us.  Don’t forget to wish her 
well in her ordained ministry track—she will still 
remain a member here.   
 Then, when we are free to gather, we 
want to have a “Meet and Greet” for you all to 
meet the new staff here and get to know them.  
We will have pictures and bios in the Tidings for 
you.   
 Be prepared to have a different voice on 
the phone, a new face in the office, and 
remember to be patient and helpful as Mitzi 
starts to learn the ins and outs of her new 
position. Remember to keep all these people, 
and Zion, in your prayers! 
   

In Christ’s Service, Pastor Jim 
 
 

YOUR IMPACT on OTHERS 
 

 FoodShare Month Results 
Over $2,500 was raised to support the Battle 

Lake Food Shelf and the Bridge Food Pantry in 
Perham. 

 

Butter Braids for Clifton Boys Home in 
Jamaica 

Estimated $1,300 net 

 
Lenten Offerings 

$1,309.15 
Your Lenten offering was split between ELCA 

World Hunger and Lutheran World Relief.   
 

Thank you to everyone who participated and 
blessed others. 
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El. J. Elucidates 

     Women and men were 
gathered inside the house, afraid 
to go outside.  They had been 
there, seemingly forever, yet it 
had only been three days.  
Outside of this room lurked 

danger and potentially death.  In fear they 
questioned their future.  What would tomorrow 
bring?  What were they to do?  These people, 
who had mingled frequently with others, who 
had learned more each day, who had grown 
exponentially in faith were now cut off from the 
rest of society, afraid to stay and yet too terrified 
to go.  
 
God provided the solution to their conundrum.  
On the third day Jesus rose from the dead.  As 
He was free from the grave they were free from 
this room.  The women who had ventured to the 
tomb to anoint Jesus’ body were the first to 
know.  The disciple that Jesus loved and Peter 
were the next, then the two followers on the road 
to Emmaus.  Soon all of the disciples had seen 
Jesus and knew first hand that He was alive. 
They were given the opportunity to feel the 
wounds in his side and hands.  The cry filled the 
room.  He is risen!  He is risen indeed!  

As I write this, we are in much the same 
situation that the disciples and followers of 
Christ found themselves in after Christ’s 
crucifixion.  As they were huddled in fear of the 
unknown that was outside of their room, we are 
isolated in fear of what could result from the 
covid-19 virus.  While our separation is not 
nearly as traumatizing, not nearly as 
devastating, it is just as real.  We can take 
comfort in the knowledge that our situation is 
temporary.  We too will experience a 
resurrection of sorts. 

God blessed us with medical professionals to 
treat our illnesses, to search for a cure or better, 
a vaccine that will prevent the spread.  God 
blessed us with caring friends, family, and 
neighbors who helped provide the wants and 
necessities of lives.  God blessed us with 
teachers willing to make the changes necessary 
to continue the education of our children.  God 
blessed us with clergy, musicians, and 
technicians who found new and different ways to 

spread the Gospel.  As we shelter in place we 
are blessed.  Let us never forget that even in our 
darkest times God is with us.  As sure as the 
resurrection, we will once again be free to live 
our lives to their fullest.  Our prayer is that we 
will be changed as the disciples were changed.  
May the Holy Spirit fill each of as we live in 
God’s Grace! 

~ El J 

 

Community Thank You Notes: 
 

Thank you for your donation to the Battle 
Lake Emergency Food Shelf.  Your kindness 
and generosity enable us to serve the needs of 
those who struggle to provide adequate food for 

themselves and their families. 
 

Thank you for your generous contribution 
in support of our Angel Tree Project at LB 

Homes.  Your support helps further our mission 
of providing Christ-centered care and support. 

 
Churches United thanks you for your 

generous support.  You helped provide safe 
shelter, stable housing, nutritious food and a 

path towards healing to our neighbors in need. 
 

Thank you so very much for your 
donation to Eagles Healing Nest.  Your love 

and support allows us to provide a home, hope 
and healing. 

 
Someplace Safe thanks you for your 

donation.  Your gift will go a long way in 
supporting residents of Otter Tail County using 

Someplace Safe services. 

 
*Scott Swartz for his 
technical expertise 
*Lynn & Lynn for 
their daily life 
brighteners 
*The council that continues to do the business of 
the church 
*Lynn Melchior for her years of service to the 
congregation!!!!! 
*Anyone and everyone who works to help their 
neighbor in this time of stress 
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Meet Dana Peterson! 
 
I grew up in the Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

area as the oldest of five Wisconsin Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod (WELS) pastor and 
missionary’s daughter. I lived in Malawi, Africa, 
from 1981-1987 and my dream is to go back to 
visit again someday. I’ve written 2 children’s 
picture books, Afrika Opanda Banga (‘13) and 
Only inMalawi (‘12). (I’ve also written a 
Devotional: God Within that I still haven’t printed 
yet.) 

I have four adult children: Elizabeth (27), 
Steven (26), Trevor (24) and Ty (23), and also 
Kyra (12) and Johanna (almost 10). Paul and I 
met online (he was a pastor in North Dakota) 
and got to know each other via email quite well 
before even meeting for the first time. We’ve 
now been married for 11 years and our happy 
whirlwind still hasn’t stopped! 

After graduating from high school in 1988, 
I attended what is now known as Martin Luther 
College, in New Ulm, Minnesota for 3.75 years, 
as an education and music major. Instead of 
graduating, I put my education on hold to get 
married...I finally finished this degree about 4 
years ago online through Western Governors 
University. After graduating in 2016, I actively 
interviewed, but couldn’t land a teaching job until 
I was hired on by Spooner Elementary as their 
music teacher. Though I hadn’t finished the 
music portion of my licensing at that time I 
finished it within the next school year. I have 
also completed my Masters Degree - in the 
Science of Curriculum and Instruction - not in 
music, as many naturally assume. 

Right now we are caring for our dear 
mother in Battle Lake, and I’ve also recently 
gotten back into Real Estate. I’m really enjoying 
living in this area. We are planning on putting 
our roots down soon. 

Music is one way that I personally 
demonstrate love for my Lord. In my opinion, 
there’s nothing better than celebrating this love 
together through choral musical offerings to him. 
I look forward to loving our Lord as a leader for 
‘Zion’s Choir Extraordinaire’ - my nickname for 
this glorious group. 

 
 
 
 
 

Meet Carol Brimhall! 
 
I was born in Willison, ND, 

moved to a farm by Underwood, 
MN when I was in 3rd grade, 
graduated from Underwood High 

School and attended Fergus Falls Community 
College.  I am married to Steven Brimhall and 
we raised our three children in Fergus Falls: 
Matt (Carrie), Jessica Daniels, Ben (Erin), who 
have given us eight grandchildren ranging in age 
from 19 to 1.  Steve and I moved to Otter Tail 
Lake 16 years ago.  

In high school I worked summers at Park 
Region Telephone Co. After marriage and when 
children got in school, I worked at Lakes Radio 
as an Administrative Asst. Presently, I work part-
time as a cashier at the Minnesota Motor 
Company Express Lube, which my husband 
owns. Community and church involvement has 
been an important part of my life, i.e., Director of 
Claire Ann Shover Nursery School, PTA 
President, FFHA Board of Directors, PEO 
Chapter President, United Way Children’s 
Services Board, City of Fergus Falls Park and 
Recreation Board Chair, deliver Meals on 
Wheels, and volunteer at the Salvation Army 
during Christmas.  Over the years I have taught 
Sunday School, Wednesday School, VBS, 
served on Christian Education Board and was a 
Sr. High Youth Leader for 25 years.  

I have been involved with music all my life 
whether singing special music, in choirs (HS, 
FFCC, church, community), Praise Teams or 
directing church youth musicals for over 25 
years.  I was in a singing group called the “Old 
Dearies” where we wrote programs and 
performed around the area.  Being involved in 
church music ministry has been a passion.  As a 
Worship Council Chair, then Worship 
Coordinator, determining values and vision, 
developing a team concept and style of worship 
that is relevant, creative and authentic in leading 
people into the presence of God has brought me 
great joy. I am excited to be a part of the Zion 
“Team” as we help people connect to the life 
giving hope of Jesus Christ.  

I love to read and have been in the same 
Book Club for 26 years. We were a Book Club 
before Book Clubs were popular!  I also enjoy 
spending time with my husband, children and 
grandchildren and living at the lake! 
 



6 

Carol Brimhall cont’d-  
One of my favorite verses – Lamentations 3:22-
23 “Because of the Lord’s great love we are not 
consumed, for his compassions never fail.  They 
are new every morning; great is your 
faithfulness.” 
 

Stressful EDITOR’S THOUGHTS 

Stress in humans results from interactions 

between persons and their environment that 

are perceived as straining or exceeding their ad
aptive capacities and threatening their well-

being. https://medical-

dictionary.thefreedictionary.com/stress 
 

One thing I have learned about myself in 
this pandemic world, is that I refuse to live in 
fear.  Been there, done that – not going back.  
No matter what my circumstances I find myself 
in, I will engage in my life without fear.   

I trust God – God is bigger and stronger 
than anything I can imagine (HE did create the 
universe after all). HE works in the most 
unexpected ways (think platypus…...).  HIS 
bigger picture is so much bigger and better than 
anything I can imagine (and as an avid reader, I 
can imagine a lot!!).  So trusting HIM eliminates 
my fear.   

I was intrigued by this definition of stress.  
Read that definition of stress above again. Note 
the word ‘perceived’.  

The definition does not mean that stress 
is caused by limited adaptive capacities or 
threats to our well-being.  It is how we re-act to 
our environment.  So if God is in our daily lives, 
if we trust God and His plan, then we have 
unlimited adaptive capacities and see no threats 
to our well-being.  I am NOT saying bad things 
won’t happen with God in our lives.  I’m saying 
that we won’t perceive things as a threat to our 
well-being because God has already seen to our 
well-being. 

The Book of Acts tells us of Apostle 
Paul’s Gospel outreach.  Bad things repeatedly 
happen to him; he is arrested, beaten, 
imprisoned and the very people who were his 
friend and peers doggedly plot his death.  But 
through it all, Paul keeps calm and in all 
circumstances preaches the Gospel.  He is an 
example of complete trust in God eliminating 
stress and fear.  

I won’t ever be able to rival Apostle Paul’s 
trust and faith in God.  But the least I can do is 
recognize when stress causes my trust to waver 
in God – like now when I’m in the midst of a 
major life change in an uncertain reality with 
COVID-19.  How do I know my trust & faith is 
wavering?  Sometimes I don’t make the 
healthiest choices.  (Yes, I really did eat an 
entire bag of Chex Mix in a day…)   

But acknowledging that I am re-acting to 
my perceived threats brings me closer to God.   
Even Jesus’ trust wavered on the cross:  “And 
about three o'clock Jesus cried with a loud 
voice, "Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?" that is, "My 
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?"  
(Matthew 27:46.)  So I am in good company.     
In my weakness, I find God waiting for me with 
open arms just waiting to hug me and whisper  
“I love you”.   

May your trust in God eliminate your 
fears, Lynn Melchior 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer Garden, Master Mile & Labyrinth will 
open May 1. Playground, pickle ball, baseball, 
soccer, Ga Ga Dodge Ball will remain closed per 
Governor Walz’s directive. 
 
Governor Walz has closed many outdoor 
activities in Minnesota due to the Covid-19 
pandemic.   The types of activities affected are 
mostly team sports such as baseball, basketball 
or pickle ball.   The Governors Fishing Opener in 
Otter Tail County was postponed until 2021.  We 
had a planned stop for the delegation to visit 
God’s Acres and the new drone airport that will 
be installed this spring.   
 
Plans are still going forward for the Veteran’s 
Tribute and the concrete work should be 
completed this spring along with a sidewalk 
leading down from the front entrance to the play 
area.  At the same time the pickle ball court will 
be extended by about 4 feet on each end.   The 
extra concrete work was less expensive when it 
was combined with the work being completed for 
the Veteran’s Tribute.  Both were requested by 
our patrons as safety features for the park.    
 

https://medical-dictionary.thefreedictionary.com/stress
https://medical-dictionary.thefreedictionary.com/stress
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The God’s Acres volunteer committee will 
continue to monitor the Governor’s directives 
and meet (with social distancing) to discuss how 
to best to proceed.  We will keep everyone 
informed of our progress.  Pray for a swift end to 
the Coronavirus outbreak. 
  --------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Council Corner  
 

 
Church Family, 
 
“We know that in all things God works for the 
good of those who love him, who have been 
called according to his purpose.”  Romans 8:28 
 
What is my purpose? 
 
My foundation began in Battle Lake as a 
graduate in 2010. I pursued an undergraduate 
degree at Minnesota State University Moorhead 
followed by a Master’s Degree in Accounting 
and Finance. In 2015, I accepted a job as a 
Financial Advisor with Edward Jones 
Investments with the opportunity to build a 
business where I wanted to make a difference. 
During this process, I was offered two 
established offices, one in Benson, Minnesota, 
and one in Mitchell, South Dakota. My heart has 
always been set on coming back to my 
community to serve and make a difference here! 
 
For 18 years of my life, I grew up in a 
dysfunctional family. As I would come home 
from school, my bags would be packed, and we 
would be moving for the 25th time. During those 
years of my life, I was lacking the confidence of 
my purpose. I now find many areas of my life to 
fulfill what I was missing.  
 
Being a business owner, a founder of the Lakes 
Area Connect Networking Chapter, on the board 
of directors for the Fergus Area College 
Foundation, an active member in my church as 
a Sunday school teacher, involved in Church 
Council, and an active member of the Battle 
Lake Lions Club and Friends of Friends, I have 
found my purpose and my foundation. 
Everything that I am involved in fulfills a piece of 
my foundation that I never had. My community is 
my everything! 

 
My purpose is to serve and make a difference in 
the lives of many. We are all here for our own 
purpose!  
 
“Your life has purpose. Your story is important. 
Your dreams count. Your voice matters. You 
were born to make an impact.” – Joel Osteen 
 

Discover your purpose! 
 

During these difficult times, know that God is 
with us all. 
---------------------------------------------------------------- 

Summary of Zion Council Minutes 
Unapproved    March 11, 2020 

Secretary’s Report: Correction to the 2-12-20 
Secretary’s report:  Old Business / Insurance 
Review.    M/S/A to approve Secretary’s Report 
for February 12, 2020 meeting as corrected.  
Property insurance policy is still under review by 
the insurance underwriters as of 2-10-20. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Financials were reviewed.  
Correction:  2020 February Attendance totals 
were 507.  M/S/A.  
 
Committee and Team Reports: See written 
reports.  Additional comments: 

*Action Groups: 2 hours of office time 
each week providing assistance with 
Action Group coordination. 
*Harvest Garden:  one spot available. 
*Missions:  contributions will be made to 
three After-Prom parties in the area.  
Spuds-For-Studs fundraiser is scheduled 
for September 13.  Mission Jamaica 
participants request luggage with wheels 
for next year’s donations. 
*Music & Worship:  Summer schedule (2 
services) has been set.  New 
Contemporary Music Program to be 
purchased.  
*Prayer Shawl Ministry:  Distributed in 
February:  9 prayer shawls, 20 pocket 
shawls, and 1 baptismal shawl. 
*Constitutional Committee:  Team each 
reviewing sections of constitution.   

Pastoral Report: See written report. 
Pastor Jim is on the jury duty roster for 
March and April.  Discussion took place 
with Battle Lake First Lutheran regarding 
working together for Youth activities.   
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Old Business: 
Hiring Process:  Carol Brimhall has 
been hired for the Contemporary Worship 
Leader position.  Dana Peterson has 
been hired as interim Choir Director.  
Applications are still being accepted for 
the Office Manager position.  Janitor 
position is currently open. 
Dishwasher Update:  Council discussed 
the continuing dependability and safety 
issues of the dishwasher.  M/S/A to move 
forward with the purchase of the 
dishwasher.  

 
New Business:   
 Emergency Preparedness 

*Generator:  A 35K generator is 
recommended for emergency use for 
Zion.  The bid is for $17,000, plus 
electrician costs (estimated at an 
additional $5,000).  The bid is to be 
reviewed to determine if there may be 
other options.  We will look for grants and 
other funding options after the optimal 
generator size is determined.   
*Coronavirus & Zion:  Council watched a 
video from Bishop Tesch discussing the 
coronavirus.  Council recommended that 
this message be shared with the 
congregation prior to a worship service.  
The Helping Hands committee has stated 
their members will help with food delivery 
or provide other assistance, if needs 
develop as the virus progresses.  The 
church will be alert for further 
developments. 
 

------------------------------------------------------ 
Summary of Zion Council Minutes 

Unapproved    April 8, 2020 
 
Secretary’s Report: M/S/A approve Secretary’s 
Report for March 11, 2020 meeting. 
  
Treasurer’s Report: Discussion included 
comments that the financial status was better 
than anticipated, considering weekly services 
and other activities have been cancelled.  
Additional comments expressed gratitude that 
the congregation has been generous during 

these unsettled times.  M/S/A to accept and 
include file for review. 
 Committee and Team Reports: No written 
reports presented. 
Pastoral Report: 

*Mitzi Parker accepted the position of 
Office Manager.  Mitzi will work with Lynn 
Melchior for about a month.  Lisa Yakis 
has accepted the position of Custodian. 
Dana Peterson is now our Choir Director, 
rather than our interim Choir Director.   
*Interviews with 2 possible people for the 
Education Coordinator in the near future.   
*Pastor Jim stated we will need to plan a 
reception for the new employees as well 
as recognition of Lynn Melchior’s Service. 
*Pastor Jim and council expressed 
appreciation for Lynn Cave’s assistance 
while Lynn Melchior was out.   

 
New Business:  

Online Worship Updates:  
*Discussion was held regarding 
musicians when worship services are 
cancelled.  It was decided that they will 
be paid for the services when they 
provide music.   
*Discussion followed regarding the 
additional time Scott Swartz is 
contributing for the Online Worship 
services.  M/S/A to pay lead musician 
wages to Scott for online services. 
*Pastor Jim stated we have had more 250 
views of the online services, which 
exceeds the number of attendees at a 
regular service.  Recommendation is to 
start researching cameras for normal & 
online services.   
Paycheck Protection Program Letter 
from the Bishop:  M/S/A to apply for the 
Paycheck Protection Program.  If 
approved, the loan agreement can be 
signed by two executive officers of Zion 
Lutheran.   
Easter service:  An Easter service 
planned for when we are able to gather 
again as it is important for our 
congregation to be able to celebrate 
together.   
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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH OF AMOR TREASURER’S REPORT      March 2020 
  Year-to-date Annual Percent of 
    Income Actual Actual Budget Budget 

 Sunday Offering  22,728.50  62,816.60  281,978.00  22.28 % 

 Special Offering  696.25  1,209.15  4,900.00  24.68 % 

 Other Income  119.73  605.88  1,394.00  43.46 % 
 
 Total Income  23,544.48  64,631.63  288,272.00  22.42 % 

 

 Expense 

 Our Benevolence  1,737.50  4,904.18  19,575.00  25.05 % 

 Missions  1,760.00  2,400.00  13,650.00  17.58 % 

 Pastoral Compensation  8,837.30  26,511.90  106,050.00  25.00 % 

 Pastoral Expense  412.51  918.94  5,700.00  16.12 % 

 New Members/Outreach  467.09  1,573.09  3,170.00  49.62 % 

 Education  1,709.95  5,012.87  25,969.00  19.30 % 

 Library  0.00  0.00  300.00  0.00 % 

 Music & Worship  1,195.98  3,107.03  20,611.00  15.07 % 

 Altar  0.00  69.83  400.00  17.46 % 

 Office Staff  4,127.05  17,357.56  47,462.00  36.57 % 

 Stephen Ministry  73.80  73.80  500.00  14.76 % 

 Office Expenses  802.71  3,306.88  14,760.00  22.40 % 

 Stewardship  0.00  99.99  600.00  16.67 % 

 Planning  0.00  0.00  1,100.00  0.00 % 

 Property Management  1,527.46  4,592.99  26,175.00  17.55 % 

 Maintenance & Repairs  0.00  35.60  2,250.00  1.58 % 

 Capital Improv/Emerg Op  0.00  0.00  0.00  0.00 % 
 
 Total Expense  22,651.35  69,964.66  288,272.00  24.27 % 

 
  
 Income Less Expense  893.13 -5,333.03  0.00 

==============================================================================
ATTENDANCE / CONTRIBUTIONS        March 2019-2020 

 

2019 March 
 

2020 March 

Date Attendance Contributions 
 

Date Attendance Contributions 

3-Mar 86 $5,787.00 
 

1-Mar 133 $8,848.00 

Ash Wed 66 $310.00 
 

Lent 3-4 66 $247.00 

10-Mar Cancelled $6,525.00 
 

8-Mar 108 $1,716.00 

Lent 3-13 58 $177.00 
 

Lent 3-11 65 $424.25 

17-Mar 135 $6,779.00 
 

15-Mar 111 $5,889.00 

Lent  3-20 70 $192.10 
 

Lent 3-18 Covid Cancel $0.00 

24-Mar 121 $2,901.00 
 

22-Mar Covid Cancel $5,020.50 

Lent 3-27 71 $269.00 
 

Lent 3-25 Covid Cancel $25.00 

31-Mar 153 $2,467.00 
 

29-Mar Covid Cancel $1,255.00 

TOTALS 760 $25,407.10 
 

TOTALS 483 $23,424.75 

Average Sundays 373 
  

Ave 
Sundays 70 

  

Restricted Funds March 2020 
 Flowers                            200.25 
 Improvement Fund       4,487.55 
 Designated Giving        4,616.32 
 Food Shelf                    2,436.89 
 Sunday School             2,840.68 
 World Hunger                    70.00 
 Cemetery Fund                250.00 
 Library Fund                 1,346.62          
 Memorials & Gifts        3,054.55 
 Music Fund                  3,968.96 
 Youth Group                   719.39 

 Found. Pass Thru             45.00 
 Sunday School Projects     0.00 
 Stephen Ministry          1,881.74 
 Funeral                            888.14 
 Fair Trade Coffee            485.09 
 Pancake Breakfast            14.61 
God’s Acres                   3,751.35  
Men’s Group Funds          257.82 
Mission Jam Pass Thru    136.96 
Twins Game                         0.00 
Helping Hands              3,751.35 
Missions                          360.00 

Jamaica House            1,803.00 
Technology                     354.92 
Total                  $37,074.72 
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ZION AMOR CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor.................. James O. Gronbeck 
President ........................Orlynn Rinke 
VP…..………….……Dean Greenwaldt 
Secretary....................Denise Arntson 
Treasurer......................Rusty Haskins 
Office Manager…………Lynn Melchior 
                                        Mitzi Parker 
Office Assistant…….………Lynn Cave 
Education Coordinator…..El J Arntson 
Choir Director………….Dana Peterson 
Contemporary 
Director……..................Carol Brimhall 
Custodian/ Janitor……....…Lisa Yakis  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OLE JOKE ALERT!! 
 
Ole, Sven and Lars die in a tragic Lutefisk accident.  
 
They are met by God on the stairway to heaven. God says, "There 
are 3,000 steps to heaven. It's very serious up there. I'll tell you a joke 
on each 1,000th step you reach. If you laugh you go to hell."  
 
So they start walking and reach to the first 1,000th step. God tells a 
joke, Lars laughs out loud and goes straight to hell.  
 
Ole and Sven look at each other nervously. On the 2,000th step God 
tells another joke, Sven tries his best but laughs and goes to straight 
to hell.  
 
On the 3,000th step God tells the last and best joke. Ole doesn't laugh 
and proceeds to the gate.  
 
Suddenly, Ole bursts out laughing hysterically. God asks, "What are 
you laughing about?" Ole replies, "Oh dat's funny. I yust got da first 
yoke!" 


