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ZION’S MISSION STATEMENT 

We are claimed, gathered, and 
sent forth to serve and witness 

 in Jesus’ name. 

 

 
 

Senior  
High School 

Graduate 
Recognition for 

 
Jessica Drake 

Breydin O’Keefe 
Madison O’Keefe 

Morgan Sande 
Sam Swartz 

 
Sunday, May 21st 

Cake & coffee will be served 
during Coffee Fellowship at  

9:15 a.m.  
 

 
 

Zion of 
Amor  

Spring Salad 
Luncheon 

 

Wednesday, May 17th 
11:30 - 1:00 p.m. 

Everyone is Welcome! 
Free will offering. 

  
Hosted by Dorcas Circle. 

  
  

PANCAKE & 
SAUSAGE 
BREAKFAST 

 

Sunday, May 28th 
8 – 12:00 p.m. 

 

The free will offering will be 
divided between the Zion 
Quilters & God’s Acres. 

Sign-up sheets to help and 
donate money are located on 
the table in the narthex/lobby. 
 
 

God’s Acres is officially 

open May 1st for warm 
weather activities! 

 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 

  Saturday, May 6th 8:00 a.m. 
at Zion. 

 
 

 

   Book Discussion 
 

 The Adventures of Tom 
Sawyer by Mark Twain 

 
May 4th at 1:30 p.m. 

 
“Never short of ways to stir up 

trouble in his hometown on 
the Mississippi River, Tom 
uses his wits to get both in 
and out of tight spots, often 
with Huck at his side.” H&B  

 
El J will be facilitating a 

discussion around this often 
banned book. 

 
 

NEW MEMBER SUNDAY 
New members will be 

received Sunday, June 18th.  
Please contact Pastor Jim or 
the office if you are interested 

 in joining Zion. 
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FROM THE OFFICE 
 

Options for receiving 
TIDINGS Newsletter:  

 

Would you like your monthly 
newsletter sent to you via  
e-mail?  We can do that!  Just 
let us know by 
e-mailing the church office at:  

zionamoroffice@prtel.com  
or calling us at 495-2563. 
 

Zion will be returning to our 
two service schedule ( 8:15 
and 10:00 a.m.) on May 7th. 

 

Prayer Shawl 
Ministry 

If you are aware of 
someone in need of 
comfort, warmth, and peace 
while undergoing medical 
procedures, hospitalization, 
during bereavement, or times 
of stress, Zion Prayer Shawl 
Ministry would like to provide 
them with a handmade shawl 
to remind them that they are 
wrapped in God's arms and 
covered in prayer by friends 
and family.  Please contact 
the church office if you know 
of someone in need.  Your 
help is appreciated in 
connecting this ministry with 
people who would benefit 
from knowing others care. 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry will 
meet on Thursday, May 4th at 
9:00 a.m.  If you knit or 
crochet, we encourage you to 
join us and be a part of this 
ministry. 

-------------------------- 
"You don’t stop laughing 
when you grow old, you grow 
old when you stop laughing.” 
 
George Bernard Shaw 

 
 

CONFIRMATION 
6:00 to 7:45 p.m. on 

 

Wednesday, May 3rd 

 
Wednesday May 17th 

 
 
 

Scholarships for summer 
camps are available thru the 
Zion Foundation.  Drop off a 

copy of the camp registrations 
to Pastor Jim or the office to 

apply. 

---------------------------------- 
OTC YOUTH 

 
Faith n' Films (We'll watch a 
classic film and see how God 
speaks through even the most 

well-known stories.) 
May 14th at 6:30 p.m. at Zion 

 
Youth Alpha 

Last Sunday of the month – 
hosted by different churches. 
May 21st  at 4:00 p.m. at Zion.  

Alpha is an opportunity to 
explore life and the Christian 
Faith in a friendly, open and 

informal environment.   

 
 
 

Reminder:  As spring slides in 
to summer, more visitors 

attend Zion.  Don’t forget to 
welcome them! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Circles at Zion 
 
What is a circle?  It is a group 
of women who meet monthly 
– at the church or in their 
homes - for fellowship and 
Bible study.  Circles provide 
women with the opportunity to 
grow in their faith, affirm their 
gifts, support one another and 
engage in ministry and action. 

 
Connect with other women by 
attending one of our Circles: 

 

MARY CIRCLE will meet 
Wednesday, May 10th at 
 9:30 a.m. at Zion.   
 
DORCAS CIRCLE will meet 
Wednesday, May 3rd at 
9:00 a.m. at Zion.  
 
Dorcas Circle will be hosting 
the Spring Salad Luncheon 
on Wednesday, May 17th 
11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.   
 
Communion – Dorcas Circle 
May 7th & 21st  
 
RUTH CIRCLE will meet at 
Sharon Fleischauer’s home 
on Wednesday, May 10th at 
9:30 a.m.   
 
 

EVENING CIRCLE will meet 
at Zion in the Gathering Room 
on Monday, May 22nd at 
7:15 p.m.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:zionamoroffice@prtel.com
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PASTOR PARAGRAPHS
 

Dear Members and Friends, 
 Happy Easter!  This is the season of 
great joy as we proclaim “Christ Is Risen!” and 
we respond, “He is Risen Indeed!”   
 Easter is the season of rejoicing—the 
crown of the entire church year.  The Easter 
Season follows Lent (which lasts 40 days) and 
lasts for 50 days—right up to the Day of 
Pentecost. During the Easter Season we keep 
the Paschal Candle (the big candle that is 
usually by the baptismal font) near the altar to 
remind us that Christ who died for our sins has 
been raised and is present with the people of 
God.   
 The paraments (altar, lectern, and pulpit 
cloths, the banners on the wall) are white for 
Easter.  White is seen as a holy color reminding 
us of the holiness of Jesus as our Risen Savior.   
 I think Easter is my favorite season of the 
church year.  We sing the Easter hymns which 
are triumphant, powerful, glorious, and filled with 
hope.  Easter is the time of New Life not just in 
the church year, but out in creation as well. It is 
so uplifting and energizing to see the grass 
greening up, the leaves sprouting, the birds 
returning, and hearing all the sounds of nature 
that had been silent for so long.  Spring is just a 
beautiful compliment to the Easter Season that it 
brightens our spirits and gives us renewed 
energy to go about our lives.   
 Easter also reminds us that we who 
believe in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior 
have the promise of our own resurrection 
through Christ’s Resurrection.  We have hope; 
we have joy and renewed energy to live as 
Christ’s followers and share that joy and hope 
with others.   
 As we live out this Easter season and 
move into the summer months, we will be having 
more visitors and often times folks new to the 
area are ‘checking us out.’  It is energizing for a 
congregation to have visitors so I want to 
continue to encourage you to greet people you 
don’t know and invite them to fellowship time 
after worship.  We are good at welcoming 
newcomers and visitors so I guess I’m 
encouraging you to ‘keep it up.’   
 Another reminder for parents of Sunday 
School age children:  the Zion Foundation is 

providing scholarships to cover 60% of the costs 
to youth who attend our summer camps at Faith 
Haven (July 9-13) and Luther Crest.  We are 
limiting the scholarships to these two camps and 
encourage you to take part in one of them.  
Luther Crest brochures are on the table in the 
narthex and all the different camp experiences 
are listed.  We also have our VBS Day Camp 
with the First Lutheran and Eagle Lake Lutheran 
churches taking place July 24-27 at First 
Lutheran Church in Battle Lake.  These are 
great summer experiences so please take 
advantage of them! 

 
Christ Is Risen!   He Is Risen Indeed! 

  Alleluia!  Pastor Jim 
 

Interested in Zion’s future? 
 
You are cordially invited to help Zion 

implement our new vision statement at a light 
dinner on May 9th at 6:00 p.m.   

 

ZION’S VISION STATEMENT: Zion is a 
welcoming church where all people will 

experience a vibrant lifelong journey in faith 
through worship, education, mission and 

service. 
 

Zion’s council developed the vision 
statement to describe ‘where we are going’ in 
the next 2 to 3 years.  Now we need to figure out 
how to make the vision a reality.  This could be 
adding, maintaining or letting go of something.  

 

We need your input.  How do we 
implement this vision statement at Zion?  Join us 
on May 9th with your dreams, ideas and 
suggestions.   

 

Let the office (495-2563) know if you plan 
on attending so we can plan for the food.   

 
Can you see the holiness in those things you 
take for granted – a paved road or a washing 
machine? If you concentrate on finding what is 
good in every situation, you will discover that 
your life will suddenly be filled with gratitude, a 
feeling that nurtures the soul.       

               Rabbi Harold Kushner 
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 El. J. Elucidates 

Summer is just around 
the corner.  With summer 
comes an increase in potential 
activities.  Everywhere we turn 
we are bombarded by 
someone or something telling 

us that to make our life complete we need to do 
XYZ or ABC.  It’s easy to get wrapped up in the 
busy summer time.         

 Where ever you go this summer, 
whatever you do this summer you need to take 
one thing with you.  No, it’s not sunscreen, 
mosquito repellent or a bottle of water (although 
those items are important).  The one thing you 
need to include in all your summer activities is 
Jesus.  He is always with us but are we always 
with him? 

To keep Jesus in your life practice a few 
simple behaviors.  Begin your day with daily 
devotions or Bible reading.  Remember to say a 
prayer when you sit down to eat.  The food at a 
restaurant or a gas station needs to be blessed 
just as the food you cook at home needs to be 
blessed.  Choose your activities wisely.  Behave 
in a manner that would make your grandparents 
and parents proud.  If your behavior pleases 
them it should be pleasing to God our Father.   
Take the time to be by yourself.  We all need 
time for self-reflection and rest.  Finally, as you 
began your day with prayer, end it the same 
way.  Thank God for the gift of that day. 
 
Sundry considerations:   

 Our adult forums continue between 

services.  Grab your coffee and cookie 

and go to the Gathering Room.  If you 

have a topic that you believe would be of 

interest let El. J. know and he will try to 

arrange it.  

 Our Bible Reading Challenge continues 

to the end of the year. 

 When you see a Sunday School teacher 

tell them thanks.  The future of the 

Church is in their hands.  They will be 

publicly thanked during the second 

service on May 7. 

 Sending your children to Vacation Bible 

School (Day Camp) is a great way to help 

fulfil the promise you made as they were 

Baptized.  They will learn as they have 

fun. 

 Sending your children to Faith Haven 

Bible Camp for our local camp is a great 

way to help fulfil the promise you made 

as they were Baptized. They will learn as 

they have fun. 

 Congratulations to all our graduates.  

Remember as you graduate from one 

challenge you graduate to another 

opportunity. 

 Randy Travis sang, “If you want to see an 

Angel, just look into your mother’s eyes.”  

I believe that he spoke the truth in that 

song.  Happy Mother’s Day to all the 

angels who have filled and continue to fill 

my life with God’s blessings!   

------------------------------------------------ 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC SIGN UP 
Your musical talent is appreciated!  

Zion is once again looking for special 
music during services.  Please sign up in the 
narthex/lobby to share your musical gifts with 

the congregation.   
 
 

ADULT FORUMS 

Zion of Amor is committed to Christian education 
for all ages. The goal is to educate and engage 
adults in dialogue.  
 
Sun., May 7  9:15 a.m. 
Rick Steve’s Luther and the Reformation video – 
part 2 
Facilitator: El J  
Where:  Fellowship Hall  
 

Sun., May 21  9:15 a.m. 
Introduction to Labyrinths 
Facilitator: Lisa Moriarty     
Where:  Fellowship Hall  
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MUSICALLY SPEAKING 
 

A Time to Prepare for Worship 
 April 16th was a glorious Easter 

Sunday! The readings, sermon, and music were 
celebratory, worshipful, reflective, and invigorating. 
For those of us in the “music corner,” it was exciting 
and a bit hectic. With limited time between services 
to set up, rehearse, and organize, the musicians 
needed to stay focused, yet flexible. When the choir 
finished warming up in the education wing, I had just 
enough time to dash into the choir room, pause, and 
ask myself, “Do I have time to put on my robe?” This 
was not the time to hesitate; I had to wear my robe. I 
grabbed it off its hanger, stuffed my arms into the 
sleeves, and fumbled with the velcro closings as I 
hurried up to the piano. Once there, I glanced at my 
watch and saw I had one minute to recheck my page 
turns before Wally and I had to start playing. 
Meanwhile, I hadn’t yet welcomed our guest 
organist, Carleen Markuson, who was already 
playing, and the velcro on my right shoulder wasn’t 
sticking. Even worse, when the opening hymn 
finished, I realized I didn’t have a bulletin. This was 
disconcerting. It’s unwise to guess at the order of an 
Easter service. For someone who arrived at church 
prepared, I certainly didn’t feel prepared. As Carleen 
began her final page, I took a deep breath to 
compose myself and said a quick prayer to thank 
God for letting me serve him. 
 Take a moment to consider what it means to 
prepare for something. Consider all the work people 
do to get their homes ready for the holidays, pack for 
vacations, plan for business meetings, or arrange to 
meet friends for dinner. They do so because they 
want to be ready for an event. Likewise, it’s 
important that congregants prepare themselves for 
worship, especially if it’s been a busy Sunday 
morning.  

The time to turn one’s attention away from 
life’s distractions and toward God is during the 
prelude, which is “actually the beginning of the 
service...its function is to induce a serious, worshipful 
mood, to give tone to the rest of the service” 
(https://www.ministry magazine.org/archive/1939/01/ 
music-of-the-church-service). Just as musicians 
carefully choose and practice appropriate songs for 
the prelude, worshippers need this time to 
purposefully embrace that which is sacred.  

Some ways to reach an inner quiet are to 
read a verse from a favorite hymn or scripture, thank 
God for his gifts, reflect on your relationship with 
Jesus, find the day’s hymns, or simply pray. Drive 
out any worries about Sunday dinner or what football 
team will win, and strive to be present in the moment 

with God. Let the music guide you to a place of 
holiness and devotion. 

As we celebrate Eastertide and continue to 
reflect on His sacrifice, focus on letting the prelude 
lead to conversations within our hearts and minds 
about, and with, the Lord. May this time also help us 
realize the words of Colossians 3:16, 17, "Let the 
word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom 
teaching and admonishing one another with psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with 
thankfulness in your hearts to God. And whatever 
you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the 
Father."  
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

LIBRARY NEWS 
 

The 2017 Summer Reading 
Program will start on May 1.  The theme 
will be “Celebrate the Reformation.”  We will be 
promoting it with a tree and its branches.  Martin 
Luther will be the trunk of the tree and the branches 
will indicate different options for participating.  Some 
of the branches will be reading a book of your 
choice, and others will be activities relating to Martin 
Luther. Everyone is encouraged to participate. 

The book discussion for June 1 will be the 
book “WONDER” by R.J. Palacio.  “Wonder” is a 
powerful story of a 10-year-old boy named August 
Pullman, who has a facial anomaly.  He is an 
ordinary kid who plays Xbox, is obsessed with Star 
Wars, but despite the 27 operations done for his face 
he will never look normal. 

August was born with a facial deformity that 
prevented him from going to a mainstream school—
until now.  He’s about to start 5th grade at Beecher 
Prep, and if you’ve ever been the new kid then you 
know how hard that can be.  The thing is August is 
just an ordinary kid with an extraordinary face.  But 
can he convince his new classmates that he’s just 
like them, despite appearances? 

R.J. Palacio has written a warm, uplifting 
story that will have readers laughing one minute and 
wiping away tears the next.  With wonderfully 
realistic family interactions, lively school scenes, and 
short chapters, “Wonder” is a book for every reader 
of all levels.  “Wonder” is available in the Zion library. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
Betty Johansen for all of her dedication to the Zion 
library.  Betty does a lot of behind the scenes work 
for the library.  She makes sure there is good 
reading for all ages available in the library, and 
keeps everything current and well displayed.  Thank 
you Betty.                                            

    

https://www.ministrymagazine.org/
https://www.ministrymagazine.org/
https://www.ministrymagazine.org/
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Sunday School and 
 Jo & Dough 
8:40-9:50 a.m. 

Last day of Sunday School: May 14th 

  
Sunday School Pictorial 

Memories 
 

Thank you 
Sunday 
School 

Teachers 
and 

Parents 
for a       
great  

            year! 

 
 

 
------------------------------------------------------- 
55 and Older Drivers’ Education Class   

to be offered at Zion 
If you are a driver and are over the age of 55, 
you are eligible to receive a 10% discount on 
your auto insurance. The refresher class offered 
next month at Zion costs $22 and is taught by a 
trained professional instructor (Phil Bachman) 
from the Minnesota Highway Safety and 
Research Center in St. Cloud. The session is 
informative and interesting, including videos, 
discussions and handouts.    
 

The four-hour refresher class is at Zion on 
Thursday, June 15 from noon to 4:00 p.m. 

 
 
 
 

May 1 is the official opening of God’s Acres for 
the warmer season.  Look for your favorite 
activities and find some new or improved items. 
 

May 10, 9:30 a.m. the monthly meeting is 
scheduled.  We welcome anyone interested who 
would like to help with decision making for God’s 
Acres. 
 

Sunday, May 21 we have invited Lisa Moriarty to 
give an adult ed presentation and temple talks 
about labyrinths.  She will bring a canvas 
labyrinth so you can see and experience this 
walking meditation form the spiritual journey.  
She will be available to answer questions 
following services.  Plans are to pour the cement 
in early June for God’s Acres labyrinth. 
 

Sunday, May 28, 8 a.m. – noon the aroma of 
pancakes and sausage will remind you of the 
annual breakfast sponsored by God’s Acres and 
the Quilters.  We have raised $6,000 towards 
the labyrinth that need matching funds, so 
proceeds from this breakfast will go towards 
matching funds.  Quilters use their share of the 
proceeds for quilting supplies. 
 

May 30 at 1:00 p.m. is the scheduled date for 
planting the Community Garden.  Lynn Cave is 
coordinator of this project.  A 100 square feet 
fenced area will provide nine garden plots 
approximately 20X20 feet with walkways in 
between areas.  On a first-come basis, this is an 
opportunity to have a free garden plot, free 
water and no charge for weeds!  The plots will 
be rototilled and the six feet high fence should 
prevent most potential animal damage.  
Gardening yields healthy vegetables and healthy 
exercise. 
 

If you are interested in helping with workdays, 
watering trees, mowing, and/or other tasks, 
please contact the church office or a team 
member. 
 

 God’s Acres is a community wellness area for 
the body, mind and soul.  Come, enjoy, reflect, 
and be thankful for this area of God’s creation.  
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Summary of Zion Council Minutes 
Unapproved    April 12, 2017 

 

Secretary’s Report:  Motion to approve Secretary’s 
Report of March 8, 2017. Approved. 
 

Treasurer’s Report:  Motion to accept and include 
file for review. Approved. 
 

 Committee and Team Reports:  See written report 
 Helping Hands:  VP reported 5 families were 
helped this month.  3 with financial assistance, 1 with 
yard cleanup and 1 with household cleanup. 
 God’s Acres:  VP reported God’s Acres will 
open May 1 for the 2017 season. 
 Workplace Safety:  President reported team 
will meet April 19, 2017 to address website security, 
password and develop plan for a security camera 
policy. 
 Harvest Garden:  Secretary reported that 
funding has been raised to cover the cost of fencing 
for the Harvest Garden.  Reservations are being 
taken for garden plots through May 7, 2017.  Garden 
plots are free of charge.  Planting of the church 
garden plot will be May 30th at 1 p.m.  Sunday 
market will begin July 1 in Fellowship Hall, 9 to 11 
a.m. 
 
Business:  
Council Retreat Debrief:  Council Retreat was held 
April 2, 2017.  Council members state they felt the 
time was well spent with many new good ideas.  Jeff 
Drake was again very helpful and gave assistance to 
the council in revision of the Vision Statement: “Zion 
is a welcoming church where all people will 
experience a vibrant lifelong journey in faith through 
worship, education, mission and service.”  Mission 
and Vision Statements will now be included in the 
bulletins In order to develop ideas to support the 
vision statement, the committees will have a dinner 
meeting starting at 6 p.m  Wed, May 9th. Any 
interested  Zion members are welcomed to attend.  
Council will then prioritize these ideas for 
Committee/Teams to put into action in 2017. 
 
Council Agenda Structure:  President asked 
council members for items to be included in the 
monthly council agenda.  It was suggested that “Zion 
Stories”, positive comments and things happening at 
Zion, be added to the agenda. It was also suggested 
that Committee/Teams  be invited to come to Council 
and share their projects/needs with council. 
 
Council meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. closing with 
the Lord’s Prayer.  

HARVEST GARDEN 

Growing in Faith -  Growing Food 
  
It's time to reserve your space in 

the Harvest Garden! 
 

Three sizes available, first come - 
first choice: 10 X 25, 20 X 25 or 

25 X 40.   Call the office to reserve your space. 
 

A Pondering to Consider……. 
 
Why did the chicken cross the road?  
Perhaps it was as the punch line 
says to get to the other side.  I have a 
friend who believes that the chicken 
crossed the road because he saw it 
as a challenge to avoid the traffic by dexterously 
dodging Dodges.  Others may say that the chicken 
was forced to cross the road because his wife had 
expensive tastes and what she wanted could not be 
found on this side of the road.  Still others would say 
that the chicken was just a drifter never satisfied by 
his current location.  Sceptics might say the chicken 
never really crossed the road.  It was all done in 
Hollywood on a sound stage with mirrors.  A nephew 
of mine would say the chicken crossed the road 
because the chicken knew that its days were 
numbered when my nephew named the chicken 
“soup”.  Whatever the reason, the chicken is now on 
the other side of the road and we have traveled into 
Lent.  We are on the other side of the road.  It’s time 
for us to pick up our cross and follow Christ.   

----El J 
 

TROY’S TIDINGS 
Faith N’ Films, Holy Week, Easter, 

Alpha for youth and a Bowling Bash, now 
that was a busy April.  Along with April 
Showers bringing May Flowers, we’re 

coming to the close of our spring season in the OTC-
LYO.  We had the biggest Faith N’ Films ever in 
April, and are excited to keep it rolling on May 14th at 
6:30 p.m. at Zion Amor.  Additionally, our Bowling 
Bash at the Shoreline was just that, with a great crew 
bowling and having a blast together.  In May, we’ll 
continue with Youth Alpha on Sunday the 21st at 
4 p.m. hosted by Zion Amor.   

As the spring draws to an end, we’d like to 
extend a congratulations to those being confirmed as 
well as graduating this spring! 

HARVEST 

GARDEN 

  

  

Sunday Market 

9 to 11 am 

July 1—Sept 24 
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Council Corner May 2017 
Name:  Lynn Cave 
Time on Council:  1 ½ years 
Years a Zion Member:  3 
Committee Liaison:  Harvest 
Garden, Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 
The Harvest Garden is a 
community garden located in God’s Acres. It 
began in 2016 as a legacy project by Intern Jon 
Rundquist. The Harvest Garden mission is to 
provide an opportunity for all ages of Zion 
members and the East Otter Tail community to 
grow in faith while growing organic produce for 
the community. 
 

Our goal is to provide organically grown produce 
to those who have need, free of charge, through 
a Sunday Market located in Zion’s Fellowship 
Hall from July 1 thru the end of September 2017. 
Time: 9-11 a.m. 
 

Produce items grown include, lettuce, green 
beans, tomatoes, green peppers, onions, 
summer squash, pumpkins, winter squash, 
cucumbers, carrots, and herbs. 
 

You can participate in the Harvest Garden in 
many ways; help plant, water or harvest the 
produce, donate produce for the Sunday Market 
from your garden, take home produce from the 
Sunday Market, pray that God will bless our 
garden with adequate rain, sunshine, and 
protect it from storms and wildlife. 
 

Every Thursday, June thru Sept, will be a 
Harvest Garden Workday.  Work starts at 
10:00 a.m. 
 

If you have questions or are interested in 
participating in the Harvest Garden, please 
contact the office. 
------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

“The best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago; 
the second best time is now.” 

 
 

“Be still and know that I am God! 
I am exalted among the nations, 

I am exalted in the earth”  Psalm 46:10 

 

HANK YOU 
QUILTERS  

 
Quilting is over for this season.  We had a good 

time putting together 206 quilts.  We sent 83 
quilts to Lutheran World Relief.  

 
106 quilts were given locally to:  
Battle Lake Food Shelf  
Richville Methodist Church 
Salvation Army 
Lakeland Mental Health 
Bundles of Love 
Our graduates 
Local Community 
 
32 critter beds, made from 
scraps of fabric and batting, 
were given to the Humane Society.  Thank you 
to all who support us by donations, attending the 
Memorial Weekend Pancake Breakfast and 
donating material.  Please keep us in mind this 
spring and summer as you clean closets and go 
to garage sales.  We can use sheets (any size), 
pillow cases, jeans and fabric.   
 
Thank you for your continued support of our 
mission work.  Please think about joining us 
when we begin again on Oct 2nd.  You don’t 
have to be able to sew as there are many other 
things to do.  We have awesome coffee breaks!! 

 

SUMMER CAMPS….. 
 
Faith Haven Summer Camp is July 9-13 for 
youth completing 5-9th grades.   
 
Vacation Bible School runs July 24-27 for 
children completing K-4th grades and will be held 
at First Lutheran in Battle Lake. 
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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH OF AMOR TREASURER’S REPORT      March 2017 
  Year-to-date Annual Percent of 
    Income Actual Actual Budget Budget 

 Sunday Offering  16,031.00  71,597.75  262,861.00  27.24 % 

 Special Offering  1,495.75  1,495.75  6,000.00  24.93 % 

 Other Income  53.67  170.16  2,270.00  7.50 % 
 
 Total Income  17,580.42  73,263.66  271,131.00  27.02 % 

 Expense 

 Our Benevolence  2,145.42  5,256.26  20,940.00  25.10 % 

 Missions  1,000.00  2,260.00  14,000.00  16.14 % 

 Pastoral Compensation  8,394.75  25,184.25  100,737.00  25.00 % 

 Pastoral Expense  199.02  957.90  4,870.00  19.67 % 

 New Members/Outreach  0.00  197.79  2,075.00  9.53 % 

 Education  1,860.67  6,189.90  21,356.00  28.98 % 

 Library  0.00  124.09  300.00  41.36 % 

 Music & Worship  1,770.88  3,641.74  17,142.00  21.24 % 

 Altar  0.00  64.37  400.00  16.09 % 

 Office Staff  3,029.32  11,749.43  40,152.00  29.26 % 

 Stephen Ministry  0.00  0.00  300.00  0.00 % 

 Office Expenses  1,211.98  3,079.50  13,931.00  22.11 % 

 Stewardship  0.00  0.00  300.00  0.00 % 

 Planning  73.50  73.50  710.00  10.35 % 

 Property Management  5,591.09  9,357.93  28,953.00  32.32 % 

 Maintenance & Repairs  0.00  307.94  2,200.00  14.00 % 

 Capital Improv/Emerg Op  0.00  0.00  2,765.00  0.00 % 
 
 Total Expense  25,276.63  68,444.60  271,131.00  25.24 % 
  
 Income Less Expense -7,696.21  4,819.06  

==============================================================================
ATTENDANCE / CONTRIBUTIONS        March 2016-2017 

 

2016 March 
 

2017 March 

Date Attendance Contributions 
 

Date Attendance Contributions 

Len 3/2/16 83 $168.50 
 

Ash Wed 3-1 73 $452.00 

6-Mar 133 $5,178.07 
 

5-Mar 119 $4,994.00 

Lent 3/9/16 81 $164.00 
 

Lent 3-8 80 $180.00 

13-Mar 134 $2,049.00 
 

12-Mar 110 $2,826.00 

Lent 3/16/16 72 $224.00 
 

Lent 3-15 79 $331.75 

Palm Sunday 3-20 160 $4,715.50 
 

19-Mar 129 $4,301.00 

Maundy Thurs 3/24 55 $258.00 
 

Lent 3-22 76 $228.00 

Good Fri 3/25 155   
 

26-Mar 140 $3,910.00 

Mar 27 Easter 7:00 115   
 

Lent 3-29 69 $204.00 

Mar 27 Easter 7:00 100   
 

  
 

  

Mar 27 Easter 7:00 197 $5,805.50 
 

  
 

  

  
 

  
 

  
 

  

TOTALS 1,285 $18,562.57 
 

TOTALS 875 $17,426.75 

Average Sundays 210 
  

Average Sundays 125 
  

Restricted Funds March 2017 
 Flowers                            325.52 
 Improvement Fund       1,989.00 
 Designated Giving         -738.11 
 Food Shelf                   4,527.29 
 Sunday School             2,277.63 
 World Hunger                  100.00 
 Cemetery Fund                   0.00 
 Library Fund                    705.52          
 Memorials & Gifts         2,239.43 

 Music Fund                  3,609.54 
 Youth Group                     61.00 
 Found. Pass Thru             21.00 
 Sunday School Projects     0.00 
 Stephen Ministry             792.74 
 Funeral                        1,000.00 
 Fair Trade Coffee           171.09 
 Organ Fund                 5,692.77 
 Pancake Breakfast           16.94 

God’s Acres                  3,430.00 
Men’s Group Funds         307.82 
Mission Jam Pass Thru       0.00 
Twins Game                        0.00 
Helping Hands              5,161.48 
Missions                          671.00 
Jamaica House                   0.00 
Total                  $32,361.66
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A FINAL SMILE…. 
 

 
 

Father O’Flannagan dies due to old age. Upon entering St. Peter’s gate, there is another man in 
front of him in the queue waiting to go into heaven. St. Peter asks the man, “What is your name and 
what did you accomplish during your life?” 

The man responds “My name is Joe Cohen, and I was a New York city taxi driver for 14 years!” 
“Very well,” says St. Peter, “Here is your silk robe and golden scepter. Now you may walk in the 

streets of our Lord.” 
St. Peter looks at the Father, and asks “What is your name and what did you accomplish?” 
He responds, “I’m Father O’Flannagan, and have devoted the last 62 years to the Lord.” 
“Very well,” says St. Peter, “Here is your cotton robe and wooden staff, you may enter.” 
“Wait a minute,” says O’Flannagan, “You gave the taxi driver a silk robe and golden scepter, why 

did I only get a cotton robe and wooden staff?” 
“Well,” St. Peter replied, “We work on a performance scale. While you preached, everyone slept, 

but when he drove taxis, everyone prayed!” 
 
 


