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Saturday 
Night, 

March 7th 
Turn your clocks 
ahead one hour! 

 

ZION’S MISSION 
STATEMENT 

We are claimed, gathered, and 
sent forth to serve and witness 
in Jesus’ name. 

 

ZION’S VISION STATEMENT 
Zion is a welcoming church 

where all people will experience 
a vibrant lifelong journey in faith 

through worship, education, 
mission and service. 

 educaon, m 

    PAID POSITIONS 
AVAILABLE at ZION: 
* Youth Leader 
* Education Coordinator 
* Choir Director 
* Office Manager 

 
 If you are interested or know 

of anyone who is, please 
contact Pastor Jim  
at 218-495-2563. 

 

Start saving your coins! 
 

In honor of March 
being Food Share 
Month, the Sunday 
School Children will be 

hosting a NOISY OFFERING 
on March 22nd.   Bring your 
change and help fill those 
pails! 

Wednesday Lenten 
Services are March 

4th, 11th, 18th, 25th and 
April 1st   This year we are 
inviting local service 
organizations to share their 
mission and impact:   
March 4:  Someplace Safe 
March 11:  Faith Haven 
March 18:  Jail Ministry in   
        Fergus Falls 
March 25  Matthew House in  
        Fergus Falls 
April1: to be determined 

 
A soup supper will be at 

6:00 p.m. preceding 
each Lenten service.  

The sign-up sheet to 
provide soup and/or bread 

and milk is in the 
Narthex/Lobby.  If you provide 

soup or bread, we would 
appreciate if you would help 

serve and clean up.   
Thank you! 

 

Mark your calendars: 
 

Palm Sunday 
Sunday, April 5th 
 

Easter Services 
Sunday, April 12th 

7:00, 8:30 & 10:00 a.m. 
 

As part of your Lenten 
journey, Lenten coin folders 
are available on the table in 
the narthex/lobby. All Lenten 

coin folder money goes to 
world hunger. 

 
First Communion 
Classes start March 8th at 

5:00 p.m.  If you know 
someone who is interested in 
the class, please let Pastor 
Jim know.   
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FROM THE  
OFFICE 
 
 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Have a prayer request?  Call 

the church office. 

 
MARY CIRCLE 
Communion: 

Sundays, March 1st 
and 15th. 

  
DORCAS, MARY & RUTH 

CIRCLES 
Meeting jointly at  

1:30 p.m. on  
Wednesday, March 18th. 

(Ruth Circle serves) 
 

SARAH CIRCLE 
Sundays, March 1st and 15th  
at 11:00 a.m. in Gathering 

Room 
 

Thank you to Karen Umland 
for the years of service as 
Zion’s cleaning lady.  You are 
appreciated!   
 
We welcome Char Kimmes 
to replace Karen Umland. If 
you see Char cleaning, don’t 
hesitate to give her a warm 
hello! 

 
Faith N’ Films 

Sunday, March 8th  
 at 6:30 p.m. at Zion 

All ages are welcome! 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Confirmation classes will 
assist in the Wednesday 

Lenten worship services and 
meet after the services for a 

short time. 
 
 

 
Prayer Shawl  Ministry 
    Check out the new Shawl 
Ministry brochure in the 
narthex. Patterns are now 
included in the brochure, so 
anyone can participate in this 
ministry. 
    Join us the 1st Thursday of 
each month at 10 a.m. in the 
Gathering Room for coffee 
and bagels. 
    Questions? Contact The 
church office on Fridays. 
 

 Zion Book Discussion 

Thurs., April 2 at 1:30 p.m. 
Sully: My Search for What 

Really Matters  

by Captain 
Chesley B 
Sullenberger III  
 
On Thursday, 
April 2 we will be 

discussion the book “Sully” by 
Chesley B. Sullenberger.  
This is the story of the miracle 
on the Hudson when Captain 
Sullenberger skillfully glided 
US Airways Flight 1549 onto 
the Hudson River, saving the 
lives of all 155 passengers 
and crew.  Sully’s story is one 
of dedication, hope and 
preparedness.  It reminds us 
all that, even in these days of 
conflict, tragedy and 
uncertainty, there are values 
still worth fighting for, that 
life’s challenges can be met if 
we’re ready for them.                          
    Pastor Darrell Vetter will 
facilitate the discussion; 
please join the discussion! 

 
 
 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 
Saturday, March 7th   

at 8:00 a.m. at 
Zion.  Bring a friend and/or 

neighbor! 
 

Welcome Dana 
Peterson! 

Dana has agreed to be our 
Interim Choir Director.  Dana 

has a Master’s Degree in 
Music Education and is 

excited to work with our choir.  
Interested in learning more 

about the choir?  Stop by one 
of the Wednesday 6:30 p.m. 

choir practices. 

 

Welcome Carol 
Brimhall! 

Carol has agreed to be our 
Contemporary Music Director.  

Carol has led Praise teams 
previously and is excited to 

work with our Team.  
Interested in being part of the 
Praise Team?  Ask Carol for 

more information.   

 

Visit Requests 
Please let the office or Pastor 
Jim know if you would like a 
visit at home, in the hospital 

or a care facility. Due to 
HIPPA privacy laws, we may 
not always be aware of your 

need. 

--------------------- 
Butter 
Braids 

Fundraiser 
for Clifton Boys Home 

in Jamaica 
 
Delivery will be March 19th. 

All proceeds go to help 
rebuild the Clifton Boys Home 

after it burned down. 
 

https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Captain+Chesley+B+Sullenberger+III&text=Captain+Chesley+B+Sullenberger+III&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Captain+Chesley+B+Sullenberger+III&text=Captain+Chesley+B+Sullenberger+III&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Captain+Chesley+B+Sullenberger+III&text=Captain+Chesley+B+Sullenberger+III&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
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PASTOR’S PARAGRAPHS 
 
Dear Members and Friends, 
 Once again our Mission 
Jamaica trip was a real blessing!  
We made new Jamaican friends, 

renewed old ones, introduced new trip participants 
to the whole adventure, and got some time to 
relax. 
 We built the Zion House (named because 
of the funds you have contributed through the 
Spuds for Studs potato bar fundraiser); we worked 
at West Haven Home for children with very severe 
handicaps, we worked and spent time with the 
boys at the Clifton Boys Home, and worked on a 
medical mission.  It was hard work, but fun.   
 As a group, we want to thank you for your 
support.  Your gifts go directly to the building of 
the house, or to the needs of the Jamaicans; 
nothing is used for our trip expenses.  The youth 
on the trip had a blast and were superb 
ambassadors for Zion and the USA!  Connor 
Drake, Crisavy Seeman, and Laiken Bladow 
worked very hard and also had some fun times.  
Here are a few pictures of the trip: 

 
Rebuilding the Clifton Boys Home 

 
View From the 2nd Story 

 
Our Group-Last Day with home owner 

 
 Zion House, 1st Day  

 
Day 2 

 
Day 3, Finishing touches 
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House Dedication 
 

On Sunday, March 29th at 9:15 a.m. the 
youth who served on the mission trip will be 
describing the trip and showing a short video 
about their experience.  Come learn more about 
how Zion serves the poorest of the poor.   
 If you have any interest attending a future 
mission trip, let me or Nancy and Duane Hanson 
know.  It is time well spent.   
  
   In Christ, 

   Pastor Jim   
---------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Journey Adult 

Forums 

When we get together 
for coffee after the Sunday service we often sit 
with the same people or at least with people we 

know.  People from all over gather here at Zion to 
worship.   

 
This is a wonderful opportunity to share the 

journey of your life.  What brought you to where 
you are today?  The truth is that while we may 
say, “my life isn’t really interesting.” or “No one 
would want to hear about my life”, your life has 

been interesting.  People would like to hear about 
it.   
 

Please step up and volunteer to share.  People 
are genuinely interested in you as a person.   

Dr. Suess wrote a book for children titled “Oh the 
Places you’ll go.”  Look at this as an opportunity to 

share “The places you’ve been.” 

 
 
 

Thank you to Zion Foundation for your 

generous gift to the Friends of Friends fundraiser. 
Also thank you to the many members who 
contributed donations or attended the event. 
Thanks to your compassion and generosity we 
had another successful event. The funds will be 
used to support the area food shelves and the 
Children’s Weekend Feeding Backpack Programs. 
We are always impressed and thankful for the 
benevolence of Zion and its people!  
 
Gratefully yours,  
The Friends of Friends Committee 

---------------------------------------------------- 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5 

Summary of Unapproved Zion Council 
Minutes  February 12, 2020 

 

Secretary’s Report: M/S/A to approve 
Secretary’s Report for January 8, 2020.  
Treasurer’s Report:.  M/S/A to accept and 
include file for review.  
Committee, Team & Pastor Reports: See written 
reports. 
 

Old Business: 
Insurance Review:  Worked with Dale Van 
De Loo, Church Mutual Account Manager 
to discussed insurance coverage changes 
needed now that God’s Acres is included 
with Zion Lutheran Church.  An itemized 
proposal will be prepared. 
Energy Audit and Generator:  Lake 
Region Coop completed an energy audit 
and estimated $10,000 -$15,000 for the 
size of generator needed to provide back-
up power for the church.  Additional 
research continues for grants. A generator 
will be helpful for emergency use, and to 
avoid risk of freeze during power outage, 
etc.   

New Business:   
Youth Director Position:  Pastor Jim 
engaged in a discussion with a candidate.   
Per Council request, Pastor Jim will explore 
alternatives with First Lutheran to merge 
the youth programs.  
Office Manager Resignation:  Lynn 
Melchior has been accepted for the 
seminary program, and has submitted her 
resignation as the Office Manager effective 
May 15.  Discussion followed. Council will 
ask that Lynn prepare a list of her current 
financial and other office manager 
responsibilities.  The Council expressed 
appreciation for Lynn’s many years of work 
and sharing of her talents. The position will 
not be easily filled.  The council shares their 
best wishes with Lynn as she moves 
forward in her career. 
Praise Team Director Position:  Job 
description was reviewed.  A job offer will 
be extended to Carol Brimhall tomorrow for 
the Praise Team Director only. 
 

Council meeting adjourned at 6:40 p.m. 

 
 

 
Editor’s Thoughts… 

 
Do I live my faith when I travel?   
 
I reflected on this as the Mission Jamaica (MJ) trip 
ended.  Here are three things that stood out:   
 
LOVE:  I simply asked “Does anyone have a zip 
lock baggie?”  Several MJ people immediately 
started digging in their packs to give me one.  
Their response warmed my heart.  They gave 
without hesitation – without thinking.  Sharing a zip 
lock was an act of love. I was part of their 
missionary family.   
 
I experienced several of these ‘loving family’ 
moments.  I had a need and without question, 
someone stepped up to fill that need.  I am 
grateful that I had a chance to respond in kind.  
This ‘loving family’ was a rich blessing I was not 
expecting. 
 
TIME:  Nor was I expecting to be described as a 
missionary.  Jamaicans often asked me “Why did 
you come to Jamaica?  Vacation?”  I would 
respond with ‘I am here with Mission Jamaica”.  
“Oh, you’re a missionary.”  At that point I would 
blush and hang my head because I did not feel 
like a missionary.  In my book, missionaries did 
this work full time – I was only helping for a few 
days.  Then I realized that God did not put a ‘time 
requirement’ on helping others.  Jesus said ‘just 
do it’ (okay…I paraphrased).     
 
HONOR:  Calvin is a resident at West Haven 
Orphanage for Disabled. Kat and I took turns 
feeding Calvin porridge.  It took a long time to feed 
Calvin. He opens his mouth but swallowing is a 
challenge.  His arms and legs are bone thin and 
contorted in uncomfortable positions.  Calvin lays 
in bed facing a wall 24/7/365.   We cheered him on 
when he swallowed, gently touched his arms and 
legs and smiled at him.  Calvin does not get many 
visitors.  Not everyone is cut out to care for him.  
Yet Calvin is just as much God’s beloved child as 
anyone else. I saw Christ in Calvin.  I feel honored 
to have had the opportunity spend time with him.   
 
Next time you travel, what stands out about your 
faith?      
Gratefully serving Christ, Lynn Melchior  
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COUNCIL CORNER  

CHANGE! A six letter 
word that strikes terror in 
many people. At Zion, we 
are in a season of 
change. At our Church 
Council Retreat in 
January, the Mutual 
Ministry Team shared with us the 
comments/concerns from the congregation 
regarding visitation and shepherding. We learned 
that Zion is in the process of transitioning from a 
“Pastoral” church model to a “Program” church 
model. This is due to the increase in membership 
at Zion and that is exciting. We want to see Zion 
grow and continue on for many generations. This 
poses challenges for all of us. Our growth means 
that Pastor Jim cannot do the work of visitation 
and shepherding by himself. Our growth means 
that there is an opportunity for lay people in our 
church to help meet these needs with participating 
in “Caring Ministries”. We have many “Caring 
Ministry Teams” already in place at Zion. 

Our Men’s Breakfast, WELCA, God’s Acres, 
Helping Hands. Harvest Garden, Quilter’s , Prayer 
Shawl Ministry, Warming Hearts Soup, 
Membership & Outreach, Living Our Faith, 
Stephen Ministry, Parish Education, Music & 
Worship, Bible Study, Circles, Altar & Decorating, 
Property, Finance, Mutual Ministry, Giving Tree, 
just to mention a few as well as those who do 
visitation on their own. The list of Zion’s 
established “Caring Ministries” is enormous once 
you stop to think about them all! 

We are also facing change in our church staffing. 
Currently, we have four positions open at Zion with 
a possible position opening in the office as well in 
the foreseeable future. Every new staff member 
will bring new ideas, talents and gifts to Zion, 
helping Zion to grow more. 

I have had the experience with my home church 
back in Iowa of living through this transition from a  

 

 

 

 

 

Pastoral church model to a Program church 
model. Steamboat Rock is not unlike Amor. A 
VERY small town in north central Iowa, population 
125. Steamboat Rock Church, also was a small 
community church of less than 150 members. Our 
pastor resigned and accepted a call to serve in 
Hospice. Our new Pastor came with his wife and 7 
children in tow, where he served as a Chaplin in 
the Air Force. Just accommodating the parsonage 
to meet his family’s needs was a change for us.  

Under Pastor Harrison’s encouragement and God 
blessing us with skilled people, our little church 
grew to 600 members in 9 years and added a 
fulltime Youth Pastor, Community Ministry Pastor 
and Worship & Music Ministry Pastor. Pastor 
Harrison compared himself as the “Captain of the 
Ship”; Preacher, Teacher and Coordinator. He 
oversaw everything that happened at Steamboat 
Rock but did not do the hands on work in all areas 
of the church. He said we had “many life boats” 
attached to our church. They would sail off from 
time to time; complete a mission project and 
return. In much the same was as we currently 
send a Mission Team each year to Jamaica here 
at Zion. 

Those years at Steamboat Rock were some of the 
most exciting times I have had in a church. 
Watching how God led us to serve others and 
grow. And now we have the same opportunity 
coming to Zion. 

Your will hear about our “Caring Ministries” over 
this next year. There will be new and exciting 
opportunities to serve at Zion. 

CHANGE!  

Christ  
Has 
A  
New  
Gift  
Everyday (for us.)  
 
I can’t wait to see what God has planned for Zion. 
 
Grace & Peace, Lynn Cave 
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El. J. Elucidates 
 

    The only thing that never 
changes is that change 
happens.  My family is in a 
state of change.  Denise is 
retiring May 7th of this year.  I’ll 

join her in retirement on May 31st.  These 
retirements will mean a change in our everyday 
life.  Our personal self-worth has been partially 
tied to our professions for a long time.  I’ve been 
involved professionally in education for over 20 
years.  Denise has been a banker for over 35 
years.  Change is happening in our house. 
      Change is also happening in our church.  Zion 
has been without a youth director since last 
September.  Our choir director and our 
contemporary musical leader has been gone since 
the 1st of the year.  Our church custodian is 
leaving (left) in February.  Our church 
administrator is leaving sometime in May.  Our 
education coordinator is done the end of May.  
Our church is experiencing change.  We are 
entering a new era. 
     How we respond to these changes is up to us 
as a congregation.  We can bemoan the fact that 
life will be different or we can look at it as an 
opportunity to grow.  No matter how qualified or 
competent someone is at a position, they are not 
perfect.  There are areas that can be improved.  
The key is to capture and retain what was a 
strength and then add the strengths of the new 
person to those which are carried over.  
     Search your hearts, minds, and souls.  Pray for 
guidance as we move forward.  Do you know 
someone who would be an asset to Zion in any of 
our open positions?  Connect them to someone on 
the council.  They don’t need to be perfect to serve 
in any of the positions.  They simply need to be 
open to the Holy Spirit directing their path.    
     My family and my church are in a time of 
transition.  Change is happening.  I can’t wait to 
see what God has in store for us. 

~ El J 
 
 

“For everything there is a season, and a time for 
every matter under heaven” 

Ecclesiastes 3:1 

 
 
 

Sunday School 

 
March 1: Sunday School March 
8: Sunday School 

March 15: Sunday School – Children lead the 
Apostles Creed 
March 22: Sunday School  - Children sing during 
the service.  Plus Noisy Offering!! 
March 29: Sunday School 
 
Give your children/grandchildren the gift of 
learning about God by attending Sunday 
School each Sunday! 
 

Children’s Time:  March 8th and 22nd during the 
10:00 a.m. service. 

 

Thank you notes…… 
 The confirmation students for serving as 

acolytes. 

 The greeters that welcome us to church on 
a weekly basis. 

 Bob Roberts for his work with the Sunday 
School music. 

 Sandy Sedivy and Jana Rinke for their 
beautiful duets. 

 The Tuesday Bible Study participants for on 
a weekly basis sharing their faith. 

 Lowell Wilcox for stepping in at the last 
minute and leading the February book 
discussion. 

 Jim Eastman & Verle Blaha for sharing their 
journey to Zion at the Adult Forums. 

 Those who helped with the February 23 Fat 
Tuesday on Sunday, Sunday School 
Extravaganza. 

 Those who financially supported our 
Mission Jamaica Youth. 

 Sonia Holmgren for her service to Zion over 
these past years. 

 The property committee for their continued 
work on the dishwasher. 

 
 

“Discipline is not about the rules, it is about 
respect.  Its respect for those around you, the 

things you own and for yourself. Discipline is part 
of being a steward.” 
― Janna Cachola 
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LIBRARY NEWS 
The book discussion 

group will meet Thursday, March 
5th at 1:30 p.m. to share ideas for 
future book choices.  Put your thinking caps on and 
look back – or forward to titles you would 
recommend.   April will feature Sully with Darrell 
Vetter as leader.   May will feature The Inheritance, 
Lowell Wilcox as leader.   

 
Please look in our library for the many 

Lenten and Easter books for children and adults.   
Our selection is good. 
 

The WELCA Gather magazine article 
“Seeds of Support” talks about March celebrating 
Women’s History month.  Based on that theme the 
following titles will be featured. 

 
Moonshot: The Flight of Apollo 11  by 

Brian Floca shares the story of space, astronauts 
and visiting the moon.  Kids can dream and 
achieve a life in space science.  Karen Nyberg, a 
local Henning student may have had that dream 
and she achieved the astronaut status.  The 
illustrations and story won awards.  Girls and boys, 
check this out. 

 
Little House Sisters,  by Laura Ingalls 

Wilder has collected stories from the Little House 
books.   Enjoy the stories of frontier women braving 
the travel adventures to new homes in America.  
Our history is important to know where we came 
from and where we are going in the future.  Women 
had to be strong and determined to keep the family 
alive in a different way in those days, but there are 
also similarities to life today.  What would you think 
those similarities may be? 

 
Push Girl by Chelsie Hill and Jessica Love 

is a young adult novel inspired a TV series named 
Push Girls.  Kara, the main character goes from the 
tragedy of an accident that changes her life, losing 
use of her legs, adjusting to a wheelchair, to the 
triumph of hope and determination.  One of her 
contributions became an education program about 
the consequences of drunk and distracted driving.  
She looks ahead and finds life does and can go on 
with the support of friends and family and life is 
good. 

 
 
 

The Island by Nancy Lee was a discussed 
book at Zion.   Nancy visited our group and talked 
about writing the book.  The story is based on real 
history and while that is important, it also shares 
the experience of writing in itself.  Nancy did it.  Do 
you have a story to tell and share with others?  This 
story took place in 1918, based on a cross country 
fire and what it did to the people who lived and died 
there.  Now, it is 2020, what story is there to write? 

 
Quiet Strength, Rosa Parks and Gregory 

Reed shares the experience of a woman, tired of 
social injustice, who took a stand and suddenly 
found herself involved in the civil rights movement.  
Social justice, equal rights, caring for fellow people 
on the earth will be a focus opportunity forever.  
This is an early story of bravery and independence 
but also a story to give success to the freedoms 
that did result. 

 
March 19th first day of spring and a season 

and weather change most of us look forward to.  
Minnesotans do look forward to change in many 
ways – weather is one.  Did you know the famous 
weather man, Mark Seeley, often heard on MPR on 
Fridays is coming to Fergus Falls, Center 4 the Arts 
at 7:00 April 2?  Mark your calendar for the 
opportunity to hear the subject of weather and 
climate change from a real scientist. 
 

I share again from The Library Book by 
Susan Orlean.  “In the saga of humankind, most 
things are done for money—arson especially,  
(the book is about the Los Angeles  library fire in 
1986),  but there is no money in burning libraries.  
Instead, libraries are usually burned because they 
contain ideas that someone finds problematic.  In 
the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries the pope 
ordered Jewish books burned because he 
believed they spread anti-catholic thought.  The 
Spanish Inquisition introduced the idea of book 
burning festivals which were community 
gatherings around bon fires made of “heretical” 
books, including any written in Hebrew.” 

 
Sharon Fleischauer and The Library 

Team ask you to share your suggestions for 
future reads….. 
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March is Minnesota Food 
Share Month.   This means local food 
shelves are given allotments based on 

food and monetary donations in March. 
The Food Shelves are supplied primarily 

from the North Country Food Bank.  The food 
shelves are able to purchase food at greatly 
reduced prices.  For example, you can purchase a 
box of Frosted Flakes at your supermarket for 
about $3.00.  The food shelves can purchase a 
case of 14 for $2.52, 12 cups of yogurt for $0.90, 
50 pounds of potatoes for $0.05, ground beef 
$2.00/#.  As you can see your monetary gifts go 
so much further. 

Zion has been very generous with monetary 
giving and food donations, and for that the food 
shelves are extremely grateful.  Thank you for 
helping those who don’t have enough food. 

Sunday, March 1st will kick off our Food 
Share campaign with a temple talk and donation 
envelopes.   The Sunday School students will 
collect a noisy offering for the food shelves on 
March 22nd.  So start saving your change!     

While physical offerings are welcome, 
monetary donations are the most beneficial in 
terms of the quantity that can be provided.  So 
please consider a monetary donation.  Deadline 
for monetary donations is Sunday, March 29th.   
---------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Zion West 
Valentine’s  
Day Party 

 

 
Once again Amorites gathered in Arizona for a 
Valentine’s Day Party. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
The Veterans Family Tribute project goal is 

to be finished except for final landscaping by this 
coming Memorial Day.  Last fall’s weather 
deterred the plans of pouring the cement sidewalk 
and the “accessible for all” Tribute surface area.  
Cement work is now scheduled to be completed 
as soon as weather permits. 

Where are we today on this project?  Due 
to generous donations, nearly 50% of the funds 
have been deposited.  A down payment has been 
made for the cement work and the flag poles are 
here.  The main granite piece and 6 service metal 
insets plus 200 granite landscaping (naming) 
stones have been ordered. 

What is next?  The need to complete 
funding and finish the project is the goal.  It is 
hoped that all service people (active, retired, or to 
be memorized) will purchase a stone and show 
their pride in their commitment to their/our country.  
Those that have not served have opportunity to 
step forward and show their thanks by either 
donating to the project or purchasing a stone for a 
veteran that has passed. 

Amor cemetery has 49 veterans buried as 
of this date.  Twenty of those have families that 
could purchase a stone.  The other 29, such as 
the Civil War veteran, now have no family left in 
our area to honor them.  This opens opportunity to 
purchase a stone(s) to honor one or more of these 
former members of our community. 

Let’s all step forward to honor those that 
have and are now serving our country. 
---------------------------------------------------------------- 

Veterans Dedicated Landscape Stones   
 

The God’s Acres Veterans Tribute offers 
dedicated landscape stones to honor veterans.  

The engraved stones 
are 8” x 16” with four 
useable lines of 18 
characters on each 

line.  Cost is $150.00 
per stone.  Engraving 

forms are available in the narthex/lobby and the 
office.  Please contact Mick Baumann. 
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MUSICALLY SPEAKING 
 

                      
“Classic Stories with a Classical Music Twist” 

 
Whether you have young children or 

grandchildren, whether you babysit children or are 
a child at heart yourself, you may have had the 
opportunity to enjoy music with a young person. 
Perhaps it was simply humming a lullaby to a 
baby, singing “Happy Birthday” to a toddler, 
directing a Sunday School Christmas program, or 
strumming the guitar to the melody of a 
campsong. Regardless of what you think of your 
own musical talent, you can still encourage others 
to appreciate music.  

My parents were not at all musical, but my 
siblings and I were still exposed to music and 
given many chances to pursue it. Every school 
day during junior and senior high, I woke up and 
came downstairs to classical music playing on the 
record player. I can still “see” the record cabinet 
and “hear” the song’s melody, but I had to ask my 
mom for the details. This was her emailed 
response. 

 
That song is from The Nutcracker 
Suite and Sandy gave me that for 
Christmas. [Sandy was my father’s 
nickname.] We played it on the Philco 
Radio/Record player which is still in the 
living room at the lake.. [sic] we had 
that since we lived in Lacrosse when 
you were just a toddler. He never would 
part with that cabinet as it was special 
and expensive. He liked that radio 
because it received shortwave, and 
sometimes he would interpret dit dot 
dot morse code. He was a master at 
that code. 

 

Using Mom’s information, I identified the 
song I had heard every morning as Peter Ilyich 
Tchaikovsky’s “Waltz of the Flowers.” (This also 
explained why she insisted we watch The 
Nutcracker every year at Christmas.) Fortunately, 
we no longer need to rely on a Philco radio from 
the 50s to access audio because there is AM/FM 
radio, on-demand streaming, podcasts, digital 
radio services, and satellite radio. This burgeoning  
platform of resources ensures there is always a 
variety of musical styles to interest adults and 
children.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
  

Currently, my favorite source is Classical 
Kids Storytime from American Public Media 
(APM). The delightful episodes include an 
illustrated story read aloud and set to classical 
music. Some of the choices are “The Little 
Mermaid,” “The Tortoise and the Hare,” “Beauty 
and the Beast,” “The Mouse and the Lion,” and 
“Casey at the Bat.” Stories range from about five 
to twenty minutes, and the drawings and music 
are chosen to specifically fit each story. For 
example, “Hansel and Gretel” features music by 
Engelbert Humperdinck and Richard Strauss (you 
would recognize their melodies). These short 
pieces are perfect for a child’s nap or rest time, 
and they make excellent bedtime stories.    

You can find Classical Kids Storytime 
online at https://www.classicalmpr.org/topic/  
classical-kids-storytime and have an email sent to 
you each time a story is posted. You may also 
subscribe to the podcast. I often play them in the 
car when traveling with my grandson, Calvin. He 
listens to them attentively, and we both enjoy them 
tremendously. I hope you will give them a try! 

  
---------------------------------------------------------------- 

Congratulations to Lynn Cave and Rick 
Pulford who will be installed as Stephen 

Ministers here at Zion of Amor on March 29th.  
Lynn and Rick have competed 50 

hours of training through the 
ecumenical Fergus-area Stephen 

Ministry group. There will be a 
commissioning service for that 
group on March 22nd. We look 

forward to Lynn and Rick's service 
among us. 

Stephen Ministers are congregation members 
trained by Stephen Leaders to offer high-quality, 

one-to-one Christian care to people going through 
tough times. A Stephen Minister usually provides 
care to one person at a time, meeting with that 

person once a week for about an hour. 
https://www.stephenministries.org/ 

 

 If you would like a Stephen Minister to walk 
alongside you or are interested in becoming a 
Stephen minister, please contact Pastor Jim or 

Susan Thompson.   
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.classicalmpr.org/topic/classical-kids-storytime
https://www.classicalmpr.org/topic/classical-kids-storytime
https://www.stephenministries.org/
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“You never change your life until 
you step out of your comfort 

zone; change begins at the end 
of your comfort zone.” 

― Roy T. Bennett 

 
On the lighter side…….. 
What do you call a monkey 
that loves Doritos?  

A chipmunk. 
 

Today I gave away some 
dead batteries.  

They were free of charge. 
 

What do you call someone 
who immigrated to Sweden?    
     Artificial Swedener. 
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SHARE AN EASTER 
FLOWER 

 
Would you like to share an 
Easter Flower with Zion?  The 
cost is $10.00 per plant.  You 
may take your plant home after 
the last Easter service.  Please 
enclose payment with your 
order.  Make your check to Zion 
but designate Easter flower. 
   
Name: 
 
Number of plants: 
In memory of:  

In honor of: 

To the glory of God: 


