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Harry: What do you call an 
American drawing? 

 
John: I don’t know… 

 
Harry: Yankee doodle! 

 
 
 

ZION’S MISSION 
STATEMENT: 

We are claimed, gathered, 
and sent forth to serve and 

witness in Jesus’ name. 
 

ZION’S VISION 
STATEMENT: Zion is a 

welcoming church where all 
people will experience a 
vibrant lifelong journey in 

faith through worship, 
education, mission and 

service. 
 

 
Pie & Ice Cream 

Social 
Thursday, July 

20th  
6:30 – 8:00 p.m. 

 

Everyone Welcome! 
Free Will Offering. 

Hosted by Mary Circle. 

 
The Bible is….. 

the richest library of human 
experience. 

 
PHELPS MILL FESTIVAL 

Sat & Sun - July 8 & 9 
 

Sat., 9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.    
 Sun., 9:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

 
Support our youth at their 

food booth! 

 
 

No Men’s Breakfast  
in July 

 
FEAR is letting your 
circumstances come 

between you and God. 
  

FAITH is letting God come 
between you and your 

circumstances. 
 

Service Change: 
Only one service at 8:15 
a.m. at Zion on July 23rd. 

 

The 10:00 a.m. service will 
be at the Wenonga Days 

Worship at Battle Lake High 
School. 

 

 

On Saturday, July 8, 
your evening options include 
at least one ONCE in a 
LIFETIME event. It is a 
festival hymn sing 
commemorating 500 years of 
Reformation in the Christian 
Church. First Lutheran 
Church of Battle Lake has 
initiated the planning and will 
host the event. Zion is a 
partner in planning and 
participation of musicians.  

There will be multiple  
choirs joining together to 
sing familiar tunes as well as 
congregational singing of the 
reformation favorites. 

This all happens at  
7 p.m., Saturday, July 8 and 
will be led by guest 
conductor, Dr. Paul Nesheim 
of Augustana University  in 
Sioux Falls. 

This invitation is going 
out to all churches in the 
area and anyone interested 
in joining in the massed choir 
is most welcome. Contact 
the office  for more 
information. 

Please place this 
event on your summer 
calendar. The musical 
celebration will be an 
evening well spent. 
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 From the church office:  
Your 2017 mid-year 

contribution statements will 
be available Sunday,  

July 16th. 
 

RUTH Circle 
will meet at on 
Wed., July 12th 
at 1:30 p.m.   
 
DORCAS 

Circle will be meeting on 
Wed., July 5th at 9:00 a.m. at 
Zion. 
 
MARY Circle will be meeting 
at Zion on Wed., July 12th at 
9:30 a.m.   
 

Communion Schedule 
July 2nd   & July 16th 

 
EVENING Circle will meet 
on Mon., July 24th at 7:15 
p.m. in the Gathering Room.   
 

------------------------------- 

Outdoor Worship 
with Patrick Murphy! 

 

On Sunday, August 13th, at 
10:00 a.m., Patrick Murphy 
will be leading Zion’s 
Contemporary Worship 
Service.  In case of 
inclement weather, the 
service will be held in the 
sanctuary.   
 
Patrick Murphy is a very 
talented local musician who 
is currently a Sophomore  at 
Belmont University in 
Nashville, Tennessee, 
studying Music Business.   
 
Please bring a lawn chair.  
Golf carts will be available 
for transportation. 
 

 

OTC Youth Events 
 

Faith Haven Camp 
July 9th thru 13th 

 

Root Beer and Music  
7:00 p.m. 

July 12th at Faith Haven 
 

Faith N’ Films 
Sunday, July 16th 

6:30 p.m. 
 

Tubing 
Sunday, July 23rd 

3:00 p.m. 
 

Mission Trip 
July 29 – Aug 4 

------------------------------------ 
 

FREE FOOT 
CARE CLINIC 

at ZION 
What:  Foot care for those 
who cannot care for their 
own feet adequately. 
 

When: Tuesday, July 11th  - 
Appts. start at 8:30 a.m.  
 

Who:  Anyone in need – 
bring and/or recommend a 
friend. 
 

How:  Call the office for 
more information.  
 

What to bring:  A basin; two 
towels; your own clippers if 
available; your own lotion if 
you prefer.  Thank you! 
 

Our Sympathies… 
to the family and friends of 
Loralee Edlund who died on 
June 18th.   

 
 
 
 
 

55 and 
Older 
Drivers’ 

Education Classes at Zion 
If you are a driver and are 
over the age of 55, you are 
eligible to receive a 10% 
discount on your auto 
insurance. The refresher 
class offered this month at 
Zion costs $22 and is taught 
by a trained professional 
instructor, Phil Bachman, 
from the Minnesota Highway 
Safety and Research Center 
in St. Cloud. The session is 
informative and interesting, 
including videos, discussions 
and handouts.   The four-
hour refresher class is at 
Zion on:  

Thursday, August 17 
Noon – 4:00 p.m. 

 

There will be a sign-up sheet 
in the narthex to register. 
Friends and relatives are 
welcome and these classes 
are open to the public. (First 
timers’ classes are offered in 
Fergus Falls through the 
community education 
program.) 
Register on the sign-up 
sheet, or by calling toll free 
1-888-234-1294 or on line at 
http://www.stcloudstate.edu/
continuingstudies/mhsrc/driv
er_improvement.asp  
Register early and your 
discount certificate will be 
ready for you at the class.  
 
“At our baptism, we are each 
called into a lifelong journey 

of faith in which we 
participate in God’s work for 

the sake of the world.  
Create in the image of 

God, what we do matters” 
 

http://www.stcloudstate.edu/continuingstudies/mhsrc/driver_improvement.asp
http://www.stcloudstate.edu/continuingstudies/mhsrc/driver_improvement.asp
http://www.stcloudstate.edu/continuingstudies/mhsrc/driver_improvement.asp


3 

Pastor’s Paragraphs 
Dear Members and Friends, 
 

 I’d like to use this opportunity to share 
with you something exciting that is going on.  
Our Otter Tail Central Lutheran Youth 
Organization has drawn some attention from 
other churches who are looking for new models 
of ministry and cooperation with neighboring 
congregations.   
 We have been doing youth ministry as 
the OTC LYO for over five years and it is going 
very well.  Now, this cooperation has some of 
us looking into other ways of sharing ministry.   
 El J and I have been meeting with 
Pastor Ali Haugerud, Pastor Brad Skogen, and 
Troy Olson to explore a new way of doing 
Confirmation for our churches.  We are talking 
about and working on a combined program 
with the three churches. It is similar to a 
‘university model’ where we will have classes 
offered in various areas (Gospels, New 
Testament, Old Testament, Lutheran Doctrine 
& Church History, Faith Development, and 
Faith in Life). It is an exciting idea/concept that 
we hope would enhance the learning and 
growth in faith for our students.  
 Stay tuned for more information! We’re 
just beginning the process. 
 
  In Christ’s Service,  Pastor Jim 
 ---------------------------------------------------------- 

Troy’s Tidings….. 
My dad used to say that when the 
4th of July hit, it seemed like 
summer was on its way out, but in 
the OTC-LYO, we’re just getting 
started!  June wrapped up with an 

awesome day at Valley Fair, as 29 of us 
headed south in the Luther Crest Bus, for a 
day of roller coasters, water slides and fun; a 
big thank you to our chaperones and Pastor 
Jim for driving the bus!  July gets started with 
one of the most exciting parts of summer, 
Local Camp at Faith Haven July 9-13th!  We’re 
digging into the theme of Navigate, trusting that 
no matter where life takes us, God is there.   

July 16th we’ll have Faith N’ Films at 
Zion Amor at 6.30 p.m. Grab a friend and see 
you there! July 23rd we’ll head down the Otter 
Tail River at 3 p.m., for our annual Tubing 
adventure.  Then on the 25th we’re gathering 

youth at Good Shepherd in Henning to lay out 
the plan for our August Food Shelf Fill Up, (If 
you know a youth who would make a great 
leader for this, send them our way).  Lastly on 
July 29th, the crew will head out on the 
Mississippi River Mission Trip!   
------------------------------------------------------------ 

I want to sincerely thank you, 
the congregation at Zion, for 
the grace you have shown me 
in the last 4 years.  I’ve 
graduated with majors in 

Physics and Math from Concordia College in 
Moorhead.  I’ve also just returned from a trip to 
Germany with the Concordia Choir following 
the path of Martin Luther and the Reformation.  
In both experiences you have helped me 
greatly.  My freshman year I received 
scholarships from the church to attend college 
at Concordia and last fall I received many gifts 
that enabled me to afford the trip to Germany.  
I’m amazed by the love and support you have 
shown me.  I feel truly blessed.   
 

With Much Gratitude, Casey Haack  
 
 

P.S. This is a picture of me in 
front of Wartburg Castle, all the 
way in Germany.  The castle 
played an important role in the 
Reformation.  After the pope 
excommunicated Martin Luther 
for refusing to recant his 
criticisms of the church, Martin 

Luther was kidnapped for his safety by some of 
his supporters and was hidden in the castle.  
Here, he translated the New Testament into 
vernacular German.  
--------------------------------------------------------------- 
Luther’s chief complaint in the 95 Theses was 
bad preaching and how it undermined the 
listeners’ faith in God. 
 

In the 16th century, Luther would’ve posted a 
university notice like the 95 Theses with wax or 
paste, not hammer and nails. The depiction of 
Luther hammering the Theses first appeared in 
1717. 
 

On July 17, 1505, Luther abandoned the study 
of law and entered the monastery of the Order 
of the Hermits of St. Augustine. 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Augustinian-Hermits
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Augustinian-Hermits
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El. J. Elucidates 
 You are cordially 
invited to the wedding of 
Jack Sprat and Jill Spleen.  
Please RSVP to Jill Spleen 
at 001 Old Shoe Lane, 
Mother Goose City.  We’ve 
all received wedding 

invitations like this.  We are invited to the 
special events that mark peoples’ lives.  
Birthday parties, graduations, anniversaries 
and of course weddings are celebrations that 
we attend on a fairly regular basis.  My wife 
once drove from Bismarck, ND to a cousin’s 
wedding in southern Iowa.  One of her co-
workers wondered why Denise would drive 10 
hours one way for a wedding.  Denise’s answer 
was that she really liked cake.  She was of 
course being facetious.  She attended the 
wedding because her family would be there 
and she was invited!  We invite you to attend 
the many experiences available at Zion. 

First we invite you to attend worship 
services on a regular basis.  We connect with 
our Lord and Savior through continuous 
contact.  Through the Summer Zion offers two 
Sunday morning services and monthly you 
have TESS (Thursday Evening Summer 
Services) opportunity.  If you are out of the 
area, take the opportunity to worship where 
you are.   

Second, we invite you to attend one of 
our two weekly Bible studies.  The Tuesday 
morning Bible study is currently looking at the 
Book of Romans and its influence on Martin 
Luther and the reformation.  The Thursday 
evening Bible study is delving into the book of 
Psalms.  Both of these studies are constructed 
in such a way as to not be cumulative meaning 
you don’t have to come to every session to 
reap the benefit of the study.  Attend Bible 
study when you can. 

Next we invite you to attend the adult 
forums that are happening at 9:15 twice a 
month here at Zion.  In the past we have 
looked at mission trips, educational 
experiences, and community needs.  The adult 
forums are generally held on the second and 
fourth Sundays of each month.  The speakers 
are both interesting and informative.  We know 
and understand that this is an important time of 
fellowship but attending the adult forums 

doesn’t preclude fellowship.  It is simply 
directed fellowship. 

Finally we invite you as Martin Luther 
invited you to read your Bible on a regular 
basis.  When Lent began we initiated a 
Reformation Bible reading challenge.  As a 
congregation we were challenged to read 
200,000 chapters.  I doubt very much that we 
will reach even 100,000 chapters by the end of 
this year but if we increase the amount that we 
read our Bibles by even 1 chapter the 
challenge will be successful.  When we read 
our Bibles we strengthen our relationship with 
God. 

Jesus shared a parable about people 
being invited to a wedding feast.  Person after 
person gave a seemingly valid reason for 
missing the celebration.  There is no valid 
reason for missing the opportunity to fellowship 
with our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.   As the 
business of summer takes up more and more 
of your free time, remember to make time for 
the Lord.  He took the time and made the effort 
to save our souls.  My prayer is that when 
invited we are able to reply, “Yes Lord.  I can 
attend.  I will be there.” 
 

 
Zion Medical Mission in the Philippines served 
the patients from Jimenez, Misamis Occidental 
and neighboring towns of that part of Northern 

Mindanao on June 26, 2017. Your Mission 
Team allocated $800 for this year’s medical 

mission. Anonymous donors gave $450 for this 
mission. Full report will be in the 

August Tidings. 
 

“LaVerne Nelson Appreciation” 
Sunday, July 16th 

Recognition at 9:15 a.m. during coffee 
fellowship.  Choir sings at 8:15 a.m. service in 
recognition of LaVerne's dedication to Zion,
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------------------------------------------------------ 
Reformation Bible Reading Challenge 

 
Our accomplishment:         11,323 chapters 
Left to read:    188,677 chapters 
(as of 6/22/2017) 
 
While it would take a miracle to reach that goal, 
the important part is the journey and not 
necessarily the destination.  Our journey into 
the Bible is going well.  Let us continue striving 
to make daily Bible reading a habit.   
 
Why should I read the Bible? 
Because it….. 

 is God's Word to us 
 equips us to serve 
 helps us grow spiritually 
 provides comfort and hope  

-------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Justin: Why does the Statue of Liberty stand 
in New York Harbor? 
 
Gerald: Don’t know…..Why? 
 
Justin: Because she can’t sit down. 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Evening Bible Study 
Nurture in Nature, an evening Bible study, 
has begun with the book of Psalms.  The study 
is at 7:30 p.m. every Thursday through the 
summer and will last for about an hour. Each 
Thursday is a new Psalm(s), so don’t worry 
about attending each night.  A light snack and 
good fellowship is to be enjoyed. Bring the 
whole family!  Everyone is welcome. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mary, Mary, quite contrary, how does 
your garden grow?  The Community Garden 
growers will say, “Very well, thank you!”  Eight 
of the nine plots are tended by the growers 
requesting plots.  Grass Roots of Ottertail has 
donated some of their excess plants for the 
ninth plot.  Check the produce table between 
Sunday services for some tasty vegetables.  If 
you have a surplus from a home garden, you 
are welcome to contribute to the produce table.  
Please thank Lynn Cave for directing the 
Community Garden project. 

The labyrinth dream is becoming reality.  
The sidewalk and cement circle are now 
curing.  The path pattern will be painted in mid-
July. 
Landscaping the meditation area will complete 
the project.  Several trees need to be moved 
into the area, shrubbery planted and some 
other perennial plantings to balance the area.  
A few benches need to be added to the site.  
The team is still raising funds to complete a 
beautiful setting by Sept.15th. 

Due to an article in the Perham Focus, 
God’s Acres has gone viral!  It is amazing how 
we have received likes and comments from 
Maine to California and Florida to Washington 
and so many places in between.  This has 
become a wonderful outreach of Zion for our 
area and community that has been completed 
with the labor of love and through financial 
donations.  It is not a part of the church budget. 
If you have not been able to ‘tour’ the area, a 
golf cart is now available to make it easier to 
access.  Please call or talk to Marlys or Mick 
Baumann for assistance. More exciting news is 
coming for next month, so “stay tuned”. 
------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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DAY CAMP/VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL AT 

FIRST LUTHERAN, BATTLE LAKE 
Monday – Thursday   July 24 – 27 

For children that have finished kindergarden through 4th grade. Also we will need volunteers to host 
the counselors (3) for supper each night, provide sack lunches for the counselors and also a small 

snack (animal crackers, snack mix, etc.) for the VBS kids each afternoon.  

 LUTHER CREST DAY CAMP REGISTRATION FORM  
CAMPER 
NAME______________________________________________________SEX_______AGE______  
PARENT'S 
NAME__________________________________________________________________________  
ADDRESS_________________________________________CITY_____________________ZIP______
_____  
HOME PHONE (_____)___________________________________WORK PHONE 
(_____)_______________  
GRADE JUST COMPLETED BY CAMPER (circle one) K 1 2 3 4  
I GIVE MY PERMISSION FOR MY CHILD TO ATTEND LUTHER CREST DAY CAMP, to take part in 
the normal activities, and I authorize the camp doctor to provide any necessary emergency 
medical care. I understand Luther Crest assumes secondary insurance coverage; the camper's 
family assumes primary coverage. I also give Luther Crest permission to use any photograph of 
my child taken at camp in future promotion of Luther Crest.  
 
____________________________________________________________  
Parent's Signature  
____________ I would like to be a Day Camp Volunteer.  
____________ I would like to bring an extra lunch for a counselor.  
____________ I would like to have the Luther Crest Day Camp Team at my home for supper.  
____________ I would like to have the Luther Crest Day Camp team stay at my home. 

 
 

LIBRARY NEWS 
Excitement is growing for library 
programs. There is the Little 
Library, the Summer Reading 
Program, the “What’s New” 
discussion, and the book 
discussion; something for 
everyone. 
The “Little Library,” located in 
God’s Acres near the prayer 
garden, is experiencing a nice 
exchange of books.  Readers 
are encouraged to donate a 
favorite book and “check out” a 
favorite book of others.     As the 
mantra goes, “Take a book, 
leave a book.”  There are also 
devotion books available for the 
prayer garden, if one so wishes. 

“Celebrate the 
Reformation” is 
the summer 
reading program 

(SRP) for all ages.  Children and 
teens may record titles of books 
read or simply record the 
minutes spent reading.   Adults 
may pick up a SRP card, and 
read at their leisure.  Members 
of the library team love to make 
recommendations or you can 
just browse the library. 
 Participation in the SRP makes 
one eligible for the grand finale 
and prizes.   

The “What’s New” discussion is 
held the third Thursday of each 
month at 1:30 p.m. with the topic 
coming from the current month’s 
  Living Lutheran.    The topic is 
announced in the Sunday 
bulletin.  

The next book discussion is for 
the young and the young at 
heart on Thursday, August 3rd at 
6:00 pm.  A hot dog picnic will 
be served before a discussion of 
the book, A Dog Called Kitty. It 
was written by Bill Wallace and 
is the simple story of a boy and 
a dog. Books are available in the 
library and the public library. 

At the August book discussion, 
we will also have a visit from 
Patriot Assistance Dogs 
representative, and her dog. A 
free will offering will go to PAD. 
 This will be a fun event for all 
ages. Come and enjoy!!!!!! 

 

Hear Ye, Hear Ye! 
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Exciting things are ahead.  
Please mark these dates on 

your calendar and join in. 
 

July 16th Special “LaVerne 
Nelson Appreciation” at the  

8:15 a.m. service and 
fellowship time. 

 
August 6th Be a “Zion Choir 

Member for a Day”! The 
Campers’ Chorus will sing at 

the 10:00 a.m. service. 
 

August 13th  The 10:00 a.m. 
service will feature Patrick 

Murphy in God’s Acres.  

 
MUSICALLY 
SPEAKING 
 

Join Us as We Celebrate!   
 

Members and friends 
of Zion have an opportunity to 
celebrate the 500th 
anniversary of the 
Reformation through a 
Community Hymnfest of 
fellowship and song at 7 p.m., 
July 8th at First Lutheran 
Church of Battle Lake. Zion is 
co-sponsoring this event 
which features guest 
conductor, Dr. Paul Nesheim, 
whose talent has influenced 
students at Concordia, 
MSU/Moorhead, Lawrence 
University Conservatory of 
Music (Appleton, WI), and 
Northern State University 
(Aberdeen, SD). Currently, 
Nesheim is Director of Choral 
Activities and Professor of 
Music at Augustana 
University in Sioux Falls. His 
bio is extensive, so I decided 
to ask my daughter to write of 
her experience singing under 
his leadership.  
 
I was fortunate enough to 
have Dr. Nesheim as my 

choral director and vocal 
mentor for three years at 
Concordia College.  
  
It would be impossible to 
recall every detail, every 
laugh, or every moment of 
learning with him. Dr. 
Nesheim has a light wit, an 
infectious smile, and the rare 
ability to instill discipline in his 
choirs by virtue of example. 
He asked us, each day, for 
excellence. He asked us to be 
better singers than we 
believed we were capable of. 
He asked us to be mindful 
that we were the voices of a 
powerful and beautiful 
message -- one of ministry, 
and one of grace. But he 
always asked us with 
gentleness, and we 
responded. 
  
What is not hard for me to 
recall is the emotion I felt at 
our last rehearsal, when all 
the departing members were 
asked to speak of our 
experiences with the Chapel 
Choir before our graduation. It 
was an overwhelming 
moment for me, to be able to 
talk of how Dr. Nesheim had 
helped me to not only be 
better as a singer, but better 
as a person. I can still feel 
that emotion now as I write. 
  
It is with much regret that I will 
not be able to join the choir in 
July, but I ask that each of 
you make time to delight in 
the magic of Dr. Nesheim’s 
conducting. You will carry that 
magic with you always. 
  
The Hymnfest includes 
familiar songs, such as 
“Amazing Grace,” “Standing 
on the Promises,” “God’s Son 
Has Made Me Free,” and “A 

Mighty Fortress is Our God,” 
accompanied by organ, piano, 
and instruments. Moreover, 
First Lutheran is an excellent 
venue with fine acoustics.  
 
Anyone interested in singing 
in the festival choir is invited 
to rehearsals at Zion on 
Wednesday evenings at 
6:30 p.m. There will also be 
rehearsals with Dr. Nesheim 
on Friday evening July 7th at 
7:00 p.m. and Saturday 
morning July 8th at 9:00 a.m. 
  
Of course, we encourage 
everyone to attend! Bring your 
friends, your relatives, and 
please spread the word. Join 
us as we glorify God and 
honor the Reformation 
through the gift of music.  

 
   

ADULT FORUM 
The goal of Adult Forums is to 

educate and engage adults 
about a variety of topics. 

 
Sunday, July 9   9:15 am 

“Teaching in China” 
Presenter: Tara Bladow 

Where:  Gathering Room 
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Council Corner  
Dean Greenwaldt 
Years on Council:  1 ½ 
Church Member: 8 yrs 

 

Vision Statement:  “Zion is a 
welcoming church where all 
people will experience a 
vibrant lifelong Journey in 
Faith through worship, 
education, mission, and 
service.”  
            On May 9th, about 40 
members attended a vision 
meeting, brainstorming for 
ideas on how to make the 
vision statement come alive in 
our congregation. Many ideas 
were put forth, which were 
summarized by the Executive 
committee, reviewed by 
church council at June 
meeting and will be passed 
on to the appropriate team or 
committee for action 
development. As a result of 
this work by members, there 
are many opportunities for 
each of you to share your 
talents to support the vision. It 
is easy, “just say Yes” when 
asked to help or find an area 
of interest and contact Pastor, 
church office or council 
member. 

There is an opportunity 
for someone to serve on 
Church Council. A term needs 
to be filled until the end of the 
year. Contact Pastor, church 
office or myself if you are 
interested. Thank you for your 
service on the council. 

The office assistant 
position is open at the church 
office. For details and job 
application contact Lynn at 
the church office. 

Ever heard the saying 
“So Much Work and So Little 
Time” or “More the Merrier”?   
It can be overwhelming if the 
work must be done on time by 

a few. The more people that 
share the work, the faster and 
more fun we have doing it. 
Zion provides many 
opportunities to share the 
work and serve the Lord. 
Consider sharing your time 
and talents in making Zion 
Vision a reality.  And you may 
have some fun doing it. I am! 
---------------------------------------- 

Summary of Zion Council 
Meeting Minutes 
June 14, 2017 – 

Unapproved 
 
Secretary’s Report: Motion 
to approve amended 
Secretary’s Report on May 
10, 2017, Approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Motion 
to accept and include file for 
review. Approved. 
 
Business:  

 Motion to open council 
position. Approved. 

 Motion to appoint new 
council member. 
Approved. 

 Motion made to accept 
resignation. Approved. 

 Motion to open council 
position. Approved. 

 Motion to accept 
resignation of Office 
Assistant. Approved. 

 Motion made to open 
Office Assistant 
position for 
applications. Approved. 
Interested individuals 
can contact Lynn at the 
church office for more 
information. 

 Motion made to require 
an alternate signature 
on all financial 
accounts at Zion by 
Dan Thorson. 
Seconded by Tom 
Verhelst. Approved.  

 Clarification made on 
Sunday morning 
offering counting 
protocol. Two 
individuals should 
count and record the 
cash amount before 
placing in the office 
safe. 

 Reviewed the 
Executive Committee’s 
Summary of Vision 
Meeting responses and 
selected a course of 
action. Need to contact 
Team Leaders and 
provide them with the 
list and ask that they 
review with their 
appropriate 
committees for action 
by September. 

 Motion to approve 
Privacy Officers 
Confidentiality 
Agreement. Approved. 

 Council reviewed 
background checks of 
Privacy Administrators 
and motion to approve 
the passed background 
checks of Privacy 
officers. 

 Consensus reached on 
selling a second 
lawnmower with 
attached snow blower 
that Zion no longer 
uses.  

 
Council meeting adjourned at 
9:08 p.m. with the Lord’s 
Prayer. 
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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH OF AMOR TREASURER’S REPORT    May 2017 
 

            Year-to-date Annual    Percent of 
  Actual Actual Budget Budget 

 Income 

 Sunday Offering  20,500.50  114,934.76  262,861.00  43.72 % 

 Special Offering  0.00  2,617.00  6,000.00  43.62 % 

 Other Income  108.12  328.82  2,270.00  14.49 % 
 
 Total Income  20,608.62  117,880.58  271,131.00  43.48 % 

 

 Expense 

 Our Benevolence  1,915.42  8,727.10  20,940.00  41.68 % 

 Missions  800.00  7,177.00  14,000.00  51.26 % 

 Pastoral Compensation  8,394.75  41,973.75  100,737.00  41.67 % 

 Pastoral Expense  318.86  1,512.16  4,870.00  31.05 % 

 New Members/Outreach  215.40  1,575.66  2,075.00  75.94 % 

 Education  1,782.96  9,536.61  21,356.00  44.66 % 

 Library  36.36  160.45  300.00  53.48 % 

 Music & Worship  1,280.58  6,216.78  17,142.00  36.27 % 

 Altar  0.00  150.56  400.00  37.64 % 

 Office Staff  3,127.11  17,612.49  40,152.00  43.86 % 

 Stephen Ministry  0.00  0.00  300.00  0.00 % 

 Office Expenses  1,254.28  6,443.32  13,931.00  46.25 % 

 Stewardship  0.00  0.00  300.00  0.00 % 

 Planning  0.00  116.00  710.00  16.34 % 

 Property Management  1,613.06  12,614.54  28,953.00  43.57 % 

 Maintenance & Repairs  360.00  870.96  2,200.00  39.59 % 

 Capital Improv/Emerg Op  0.00  0.00  2,765.00  0.00 % 
 
 Total Expense  21,098.78  114,687.38  271,131.00  42.30 % 
  
 Income Less Expense -490.16  3,193.20  0.00 

=====================================================================================
 

Attendance/Contributions        May 2016-2017 

  2016 May   

 
  2017 May   

Date Attendance Contributions 

 
Date Attendance Contributions 

  

 

  

 
  

 

  

1-May 183 $5,571.00 

 

7-May 160 $7,573.00 

8-May 171 $4,262.00 

 

14-May 151 $3,532.50 

15-May 178 $4,852.75 

 

21-May 178 $4,479.00 

22-May 162 $3,469.29 

 

28-May 216 $5,366.00 

29-May 182 $4,337.00 

 

      

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

TOTAL 876 $22,492.04 

 
TOTAL 705 $20,950.50 

Ave 175 

  
Ave 176 

 
 

 2014 April 
 

2015 April 

Date Attendance Contributions 
 

Date Attendance Contributions 

Lent 2-April 92 $120.00 
 

Maundy Thurs Apr 2 66 $223.00 

6-Apr 172 $6,821.00 
 

 Apr 5 Easter 7:00 175   

Lent 4/9/2014 118 $478.00 
 

Apr 5 Easter 8:30 111   

13-Apr 202 $4,699.00 
 

Apr 5 Easter 10:00 191 $6,813.00 

Maundy Thurs 17-Apr 97 $135.25 
 

12-Apr 160 $3,513.50 

Apr 20 Easter 7:00 118   
 

19-Apr 170 $4,234.00 

Apr 20 Easter 8:30 104   
 

26-Apr 176 $4,694.00 

Apr 20 Easter 10:00 216 $4,983.50 
 

  
 

  

27-Apr 207 $6,648.00 
 

  
 

  

TOTALS 1,326 $23,884.75 
 

TOTALS 1,049 $19,477.50 
 

Restricted Funds May 2017 
 

 
 Flowers                           162.02 
 Improvement Fund       2,258.41 
 Designated Giving           402.17 
 Food Shelf                    1,190.43 
 Sunday School             2,309.50 
 World Hunger                    50.00 
 Cemetery Fund                 60.00 
 Library Fund                    705.52          
 Memorials & Gifts         2,239.43 

 Music Fund                   2,339.54 
 Youth Group                        0.00 
 Found. Pass Thru              20.00 
 Sunday School Projects      0.00 
 Stephen Ministry              833.74 
 Funeral                          1,000.00 
 Fair Trade Coffee             226.09 
 Organ Fund                   5,692.77 
 Pancake Breakfast        2,501.94 

 God’s Acres                   1,219.00     
 Men’s Group Funds          307.82 
 Mission Jam Pass Thru        0.00 
 Twins Game                         0.00 
 Helping Hands               5,061.48 
 Missions                          327.00 
Jamaica House                    0.00 
Total                  $28,967.26
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“Gratitude keeps us young. It anchors us to the present moment. It fills us with the resolve to carry on 
the great mission God has entrusted to us”.   Matthew Kelly

 

ZION-AMOR CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor.................................................................................................................... James O. Gronbeck 
President ................................................................................................................Dean Greenwaldt 
VP……..…………………………………………………………………………........... Yvonne Erickson 
Secretary.................................................................................................................Kelly Hagemeister 
Treasurer................................................................................................................Dan Thorson 
Office Manager…………………………………………………………………...…..…Lynn Melchior 
Education Coordinator………………………………………………………………….El J Arntson 
Choir and Contemporary Director………………………………………..…...............Sonja Holmgren 
Custodian/ Janitor…………………………………………………………………...…Karen Umland  

 
 
 
 

Even if I knew that tomorrow the world would go to pieces, 
I would still plant my apple tree. 

- Martin Luther 
 

 

 

Two baseball-loving friends agree that whoever dies first will come back to 
tell the other person if there’s baseball in heaven. The first one to die 

contacts his friend and says “The good news is that there is baseball in heaven. The bad news is that 
you are pitching on Friday”. 


