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Most people do not pray; 
they only beg. 
George Bernard Shaw 

 
 

 
 

ZION’S MISSION STATEMENT: 
We are claimed, gathered, and 
sent forth to serve and witness 

in Jesus’ name. 
 

ZION’S VISION STATEMENT: 
Zion is a welcoming church 

where all people will experience 
a vibrant lifelong journey in faith 

through worship, education, 
mission and service. 

 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Have a prayer request?  Call on 
the office at 495-2563 or email 

them to 
Zionnnnnnoffieamor@prtel.com 

 

 
Men’s Breakfast 

Saturday, January 4th 

“People of Amor thru the eyes of 
an 80 year old” 

8:00 a.m. at Zion 

 
 

Want to feel like you won the 
lottery? Signup for 1 week of 

snow removal! (and 
hope for no snow!) 

 
Zion is looking for 

able-bodied people (or teams) 
that will remove snow from the 
entryways.  A snow blower is in 

the shed and we have lots of 
shovels.  This process worked 

very well last year.  Sign up 
calendar and more information is 

in the narthex/lobby. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It’s so cold out…. 
remind me, 

why do we go to 
church?? 

 
1. To hear the word of God 

 
2. To receive and give 

encouragement 
 

3. To use your gifts  
 

4. To bear each other’s 
burdens 
 

5. To feel God’s love. 
 
 

In worship, God  
imparts himself to us.   

C.S. Lewis 
 

God warms his hands at Man’s 
heart when he prays. 

John Masefield 

 
 

CHURCH CANCELLATIONS 
 

With winter weather here be 
aware that Zion’s church 

cancellations will  
 broadcast on KBRF 1250, KJJK 

FM 96.5, or WDAY TV.  They 
will also be on the Zion Amor 

Facebook page and 
zionamor.org website. 

  
Please use your best judgement 
on driving to church.  We realize 

that weather conditions vary 
greatly in our area.   

 
Remember to offer your 

neighbor a ride in the winter 
months. Not everyone is 

comfortable driving in the winter. 
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FROM THE OFFICE 
 

Your 2019 contribution 
statements will be 
available Sunday, 

January 26th.   
 

Treasurers 
Reminder to the groups that 

have checkbooks … Our fiscal 
year is still the calendar year, so 

we will still need yearly 
checkbook information.  You 

need to have your checkbooks 
balanced and in the church 

office by Wednesday, January 
8th so our auditors can review 

them.  We also need your 
financial summaries by Monday, 

January 13th.  You may email 
your reports to 

zionamoroffice@prtel.com. 
 

 

Thank You…. 
To everyone who offers to help 
at Zion throughout the year.  
You are very much appreciated! 

Office Staff, Lynn & Lynn 
 

Notary service is available in 

the office.  Services are free of 
charge.  Please see Lynn 
Melchior in the church office for 
more information. 
 

QUILTING  
The Zion quilters will begin 
quilting again on Monday, 

January 6th at 8:30 a.m.  We 
would love to have you join us! 

 

. 
ZION CIRCLES 

Dorcas, Mary & Ruth 
Circles will be 
meeting jointly in Jan., 

Feb., and March. 

The Wednesday, January 15th 
meeting is at Zion at 1:30 p.m. 
with the Dorcas Circle hosting. 
 

The Sarah Circle will continue 
to meet on the 1st and 3rd 
Sundays during fellowship. 

 

YOUTH NEWS 
 

Confirmation Class 
6:00 p.m. at Zion 

Wednesday, January 15th  
 

Wednesday, January 22th 

 
 Zion West Valentine’s Party 

The annual Zion West 
Valentine’s Party will be on Fri., 
February 14, 2020 beginning at 

11:00 a.m. at 
21565 E. Mewes Rd., Queen 

Creek, AZ.  Anyone in Arizona at 
that time is welcome to join us.  
Please email or call us with your 

current email address, street 
address & phone number so we 
can send directions and details. 

 

Dennis & Jayne Westlind 
 
------------------------------------------ 

FREE FOOT CARE CLINIC 
 

What:  Foot care for 
those who cannot care 
for their own feet 
adequately. 
 

When:  Wednesday, Jan 22rd 
- Appointments start at 8:30 a.m.  
 

Where:  Zion Lutheran Church 
of Amor. 
 

Who:  Anyone in need – bring 
and/or recommend a friend. 
 

How:  Call the office for more 
information. 
 

What to bring:  A basin; one 
towel; your own clippers if 
available; your own lotion if you 
prefer.  Call Ann for more 
information.  Thank you! 

 
 
 

 
 
 

      -------------------------------------------------- 

LB Hospice Angel Tree 
 

Thank you to everyone who 
participated in this year  in the 

Hospice Angel Tree. Your 
donations to LB Hospice is very 

much appreciated! 
------------------------------------------- 
HELP! We’re not crying wolf! 

 

 
Over the past three years of 

adult forums a variety of 
subjects have been discussed.  

Numerous speakers have 
enlightened and educated.  To 
build on the past success of the 
adult forums, we need ideas and 

suggestions for Adult Forums!  
What subjects interest you?  

What concepts would you like to 
learn more about?  Are there 
issues that you would like to 

have discussed?  Please 
contact El. J. and let him 

know! 
 

Faith N’ Films 
Everyone is welcome! 

Enjoy a movie, popcorn and 
fellowship. 

Sun., January 12th at 6:30 p.m. 
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Pastor’s Paragraphs 
 
Dear Members and 
Friends, 
 It has been said 

that change is the one constant 
in life. I get that!  There are 
changes taking place all around 
us all the time.   
 One of the important 
things for Christians to keep in 
mind is that God is in the midst 
of those changes and God will 
see us through all that comes 
before us. As I look back on the 
years we have had together, I 
can think of many instances 
where God has been involved in 
the changes in which we have 
found ourselves.   
 So now we have some 
changes in store as we face the 
New Year together.  Sonja 
Holmgren has resigned from the 
choir director and contemporary 
music director positions as of 
January 5th.  Sonja has been 
involved with both positions, 
‘wearing two hats’ so-to-speak, 
and we have some very big 
shoes to fill!  She has done a 
great job leading our music 
ministry with the traditional 
service choir and with the 
contemporary praise group.  We 
will truly miss her positive 
attitude and willingness to try 
new things.  It is not easy to be 
up to date on both of these 
musical styles but Sonja has 
done a good job transferring 
from one to the other.   
 Please express your 
gratitude for her ministry among 
us when you see her, or drop 
her a note of appreciation.  
Thank you Sonja, and God’s 
Blessings on your future plans! 
 We are also still working 
on the two positions involving 
our youth-Education Coordinator 
and Youth Group leader.  We’ll 
keep you posted on the progress 
in these two positions.   

 As always, keep these 
changes in your daily prayers 
and let me know of any 
suggestions or ‘leads’ you may 
have.                              
 We move into this New 
Year with new challenges which 
can also become new 
opportunities with God leading 
the way.   
 As you can see from our 
Christmas greeting we have had 
some changes in our family this 
year.   Our family continues to 
grow with beautiful 
grandchildren being added!  We 
welcomed a little grandson on 
October 19th.  Everyone  is 
enjoying their new addition as 
are grandma and grandpa.  I will 
also have the honor of baptizing 
Owen at Gloria Dei Lutheran 
Church in Redwood Falls on 
Jan. 12th!   
 I hope and pray that you 
will enjoy the blessings of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus this 
coming year.  The changes you 
will see personally, and for us as 
a congregation, will be met with 
the grace of our Lord who will be 
with us each step of our journey. 
 
  Happy New Year! 
   Pastor Jim                                                                                           
----------------------------------------- 

Thank you to the Lucia Girls 
who did an outstanding job on 

Dec. 8th at both the Lucia 
Breakfast and the Lucia Service. 

 
 

 
 

Thank you to everyone who 
made the Scandinavian Bake 

Sale a success! 
 

 

 
Foundation Footnotes 

The Foundation had around 
$15,000 to disperse this fiscal 
year.  At the end of this year, the 
following places had gifts 
designated: Battle Lake Rescue 
($600), Fergus Falls Salvation 
Army ($400), Richville Methodist 
Clothing Mission ($400), Friends 
of Friends ($1700), Christmas 
Giving Tree with Larry’s Super 
Valu ($2500), Battle Lake Day 
Care Scholarships ($1500).   
 
We are happy to support these 
organizations which serve our 
members and our community. 
Thank you for your donations 
towards the match.  We’ll see 
how we can grow in 2020! 
 



 

El. J. Elucidates 

   The book of 
Proverbs was 
written by King 
Solomon and 

others.  In my Oxford Annotated 
Study Bible the introduction to 
this book states that its purpose 
is to “transmit the insights 
whereby a youth might learn to 
cope with life. “  Unfortunately, 
few youth take the opportunity to 
read Proverbs.  Instead of 
relying on the wisdom of 
Solomon, they gather their 
insights from social media.  The 
wisdom that is available to be 
garnered from Facebook and 
twitter is minimal at best.  It is 
sad that so many youths turn to 
a platform that seems to reward 
lies, rumors, and innuendo.  It is 
bad enough that our youth are 
drawn to this platform, but it is 
almost inexcusable when adults 
who should know better fall prey 
to this faux wisdom. 

We need to return to a 
simpler time, a time when even if 
we weren’t avid readers of the 
Bible, we still received the 
wisdom of the scriptures.  As 
some of you know, I am an 
aficionado of old church 
cookbooks.  I love to peruse 
new/old recipes.  I can spend 
literally hours pouring over 
recipes that I know come from 
the recipe boxes of the world’s 
most wonderful cooks.  When I 
read a recipe, I try to imagine 
how it will taste.  As I delve into 
these cookbooks I am almost 
universally astounded by the 
wisdom of these pillars of the 
church that is peppered between 
recipes.  Some of the wisdom is 
taken directly from scripture 
while other gems are merely 
experience speaking. 

In lieu of gleaning insight 
from Facebook, here are some 
bits of wisdom and guidance for  

our youth and adults ripped from 
the pages of a 1970 era cook 
book.  This particular cookbook 
is from St. Paul’s Lutheran in 
Fairmount, MN.  I selected it at 
random from my collection.  The 
first bit of insight we receive is 
on the front cover.  Psalm 107:1 
tells us “O give thanks to the 
Lord for He is good”.  This 
advice is followed up on page 17 
with another quotation from 
Psalm 107 verse 9. “for he 
satisfieth the longing soul, and 
fillith the hungry soul with 
goodness.”  (Obviously they 
were using the King James 
translation of the Bible.)  The 
next bit of insight (page 27) 
comes from an unidentified 
source and tells us that 
“Insomuch as any one pushed 
you nearer to God, he or she is 
your friend.”   

Pages 28 and 29 team up 
to give us perhaps some key 
information concerning life.  
Page 28 shares Matthew 6:11 (a 
portion of the Lord’s prayer) and 
asks “give us this day our daily 
bread.” To which page 29 replies 
with John 6:35 “And Jesus said 
onto them, I am the bread of 
life; he that cometh to me shall 
never hunger; and he that 
believeth on me shall never 
thirst.”  

In only five short 
quotations we have received 
significant lessons to live by.  
First, we are to be thankful for 
what we have received from 
God because He touches the 
very heart of who we are.  
Everything that we want and 
need that is good comes from 
God and He gives us peace.  
Second, we can identify our 
friends by whether they push us 
to God or away from God.  If the 
person does not make us better, 
then they are not our friend.  
Third, God answers our prayers 

even before they have been 
made.  We ask for daily  
bread that has already been 
given to us in the birth, death, 
and resurrection of Jesus who 
identified himself as the bread of 
life.   

There is a danger in 
cherry picking single verse from 
the Bible and building your 
theology on them.  That is what 
these church cookbooks do.  If 
the truth be told, I trust the 
women of the church and their 
unique insight.  They put their 
best recipes in the cookbook 
because they know others will 
try to duplicate the results.  For 
the same reason they will put 
their best advice where it will do 
the most good.  Take the time to 
read the book of Proverbs.  If 
you can’t find the time for 
Proverbs, read a church 
cookbook.   
                                   ~~ El J 
------------------------------------------ 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 

“She seeks wool and flax 

and works with willing 

hands” Proverbs 31:13 

 

THANK YOU LADIES! 

The Prayer Shawl 
Ministry will meet again 

on Thurs., January 2th at 10:00 
a.m.  

If you like to knit or crochet, we 
encourage you to join us and be 
a part of this important ministry. 
If you are unable to meet with 
us, you can still be part of our 
Ministry Team and work on 
projects at your own pace at 
home. 

Please contact the church office 
or Lynn Cave at 641-373-6021 if 
you know of anyone who would 
enjoy receiving a prayer shawl.   

  



 

LIBRARY NEWS 
 
A lesson Before Dying by Ernest J. Gaines 

will be the February Book Discussion.   Doris 
Wilcox will provide insight and facilitate the 
discussion.    

“This majestic, moving 
novel is an instant classic, a 
book that will be read, 
discussed and taught beyond 
the rest of our lives.”—Chicago 
Tribune 
 

Winner of the National Book 
Critics Circle Award, A Lesson 
Before Dying is a deep and 
compassionate novel about a 

young man who returns to 1940s Cajun country to 
visit a black youth on death row for a crime he 
didn't commit. Together they come to understand 
the heroism of resisting. 

 
---------------------------------------------------------------- 

GIVING TREE PROJECT 2019 
 
  Once again, a “Thousand Thanks” to the 
entire Zion Family! Our 11th year with this project; 
and another HUGE Success!! You gave many kids 
and their families a much happier Christmas! 
 This year, 26 families were involved with a 
total of 87 kids (ages 0-18). Zion had 110 tags 
total, with 26 being Larry’s tags. Zion alone 
collected $725 toward Larry’s Gift Cards! All 
monies collected from the four churches, the total 
came to$1,950. Each family received a Larry’s Gift 
card for $75. 
 Words can’t express my gratitude for your 
continued support and generosity toward the 
“Giving Tree Project”! 
 God’s Blessings to all, 
Giving Tree Elf 
*********************************************************

WELCA BAKE SALE 
Final money taken in from the Bake Sale was 

$918.25. So far expenses totaled $200.83. Profit 
for WELCA is $717.42. 

 

Thank you for helping with baking, organizing, 
sales, bagging, cashiering and counting of money. 
We couldn’t have done such a great job without all 

your help. 
 
 
 

SUMMARY OF ZION COUNCIL MINUTES 
December 11, 2019 

These are condensed and not approved. 
 
Secretary’s Report: M/S/A: Secretary’s Report 
for November 13, 2019. 
Treasurer’s Report: Zion has not reached the 
budgeted income yet, but may still hit the goal.  
M/S/A: accept Treasurer’s Report and include file 
for review. 
 
Old Business: 

Transfer of God’s Acres update: Transfer 
complete and deed recorded.  
Dishwasher update:  Waiting for quotes.  
Booster has been cleaned.   
 

New Business:   
Action groups: Action Groups are being 
revised.  At this time there are 5 action 
teams without a leader.  Challenges 
discussed.  Office would be able to 
organize / lead the 5 action teams, adding 
about 1 to 2 hours per month to working 
hours.  Motion to have Office Asst. to step 
in as needed to lead / coordinate the action 
teams and to increase hours as needed, 
seconded. Council noted that participants 
and the congregation benefit from the 
fellowship and positive relationships 
developed through Action Group 
participation.  Motion approved.   
Copier:  Zion is in year 3 of a five-year 
contract for our copier.  Zion has been 
approached by our current leasing 
company to consider acquiring a new 
copier now, vacating our current lease and 
taking on a new five-year lease.  Per cost 
comparison, motion made to negotiate for a 
five-year lease for a new copier, not to 
exceed $300 per month. Seconded and 
approved. 
Choir Director Resignation:  Pastor Jim 
reported that Sonja Holmgren has 
submitted her resignation as the Music 
Director effective January 5, 2020.  Motion 
made to form a search committee for the 
positions.  Motion seconded and approved. 
   

Council meeting adjourned at 6:20 pm, closing 
with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

 



 

MUSICALLY SPEAKING  
“The Shepherd’s Carol” 

Although the busyness and festivities of the holidays may seem over, we 
Lutherans are still in the Christmas season according to the church calendar. 
When I was younger, I wouldn’t listen to holiday music of any kind after Christmas 
Day because they no longer appealed to me. That gradually changed as I learned more about 
the meaning and the length of the church’s season. In particular, my background in English 
literature helped me understand why composers set their music to folk melodies and the words 
of poets.  
  Yet, not all valued carols are old or even traditional. One worth hearing, and singing if 
you’re lucky, is “The Shepherd’s Carol,” written by Bob Chilcott in 2001. Once a chorister in the 
Choir of King’s College, Cambridge, Chilcott became a renowned composer, especially of 
Christmas and children’s music. He was choirmaster of the Chorus of the Royal College of 
Music in London for seven years, and he has worked with thousands of singers in over thirty 
countries (http://www.bobchilcott.com/bio.html). 

The words to “The Shepherd’s Carol” are considered anonymous (some attribute them to 
Australian poet Clive Sansom, but this is unproven). Chilcott’s lovely melody starts gently with a 
single soprano solo, then builds to an exciting harmony of many voices and back again. The 
words are written in the first-person voice of the shepherds using language modern enough to 
attract a range of listeners. Yet the message is sentimental and old-fashioned. 

  
We stood on the hills, Lady, 
Our day’s work done, 
Watching the frosted meadows 
That winter had won. 

 
 
 
 

The evening was calm, Lady, 
The air so still, 
Silence more lovely than music 

 Folded the hill. 
 
There was a star, Lady, 
Shone in the night, 
Larger than Venus it was 
And bright, so bright. 
 
Oh, a voice from the sky, Lady, 
It seemed to us then 
Telling of God being born 
In the world of men. 

 
And so we have come, Lady, 
Our day’s work done. 
Our love, our hopes, ourselves, 
We give to your son.  
(https://riverhouses.org/2018-shepherds-carol) 

  
      How fitting that this message was relayed to Mary by shepherds, the lowliest of men on the social 
ladder of the times, in the simplest of language accessible to all. (See the above link for an excellent 
recording of “The Shepherd’s Carol.”) May Chilcott’s song resonate with all of you as we, too, rejoice in 
Christ’s birth and follow the light of God’s star into the new year.             

 

http://www.bobchilcott.com/bio.html
https://riverhouses.org/2018-shephe
https://riverhouses.org/2018-shephe


 

 Sunday School  
 

School starts at 8:40 a.m.:  
 
Jan. 5:  NO Sunday School  

Jan. 12: Sunday School Extravaganza 
Jan. 19: Sunday School  
Jan. 26: Sunday School 
 
Parents please continue to bring your children to 

Sunday School regularly after the Christmas 
season.  There’s so much more for them to learn 

and experience about Jesus!   
 

------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

Thank you to…. 
*To the Sunday school teachers for 

assisting with the Christmas program 

*To Scott for his technical expertise 

that he shares with the congregation 

*To Bob  for leading the Sunday School singing 

*To Sonia for giving us the gift of music 

*To those who brought soup for the choir 

Christmas Carol singing 

*To Pastor Vetter and Lynn for filling the pulpit the 

last two Sunday’s of the month 

*To the action group and leaders for providing and 

serving coffee and cookies after services 

*To the Library committee for providing a 

wonderful reading environment 

*To those on the prayer chain for raising their 

voices to God 

*To those who shovel the walks to the church 

*To those who have been dealing with the dish 

washer. 

*To those who helped decorate the church for 

Christmas 

*To those who filled the stockings of the needy this 

Christmas season 

*To those who donated Angels for the hospice tree 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Editor’s Thoughts….. 
 

... ..- .-. ...- .. ...- --- .-. 

Can you read Morse code?   

I can’t but I know the Morse code at the top of this 
column.  It is a word that I ponder more often than 
I would like.  No, it’s not a swear word or an 
inappropriate comment or a slam against anyone 
or thing (like lutefisk). The use of the word 
‘survivor’ has skyrocketed in the past 20 years.  In 
fact, the 1900’s was a low ‘usage’ time for this 
word.  (Can you believe there are even metrics for 
this type of thing??) 

I’ve pondered how this word is so intertwined with 
my faith.  How I face each day – how so many 
people face each day.  I ponder how many people 
chose not to be this word and if they allow God to 
comfort them.  And we need God’s comfort.  So 
much negativity, gossip and dissatisfaction exist in 
today’s society.  It seems easier to vent our 
dislikes and problems than to actually work on 
them.  Evil does enough on its own – we don’t 
need to add to it.   

I have not been excited to be described as a 
survivor; at the time, I felt like a failure; stupid for 
trusting; tired of trying - embarrassed.  But God 
comforted me in ways I could not imagine – and I 
wish others could experience the same love and 
peace.  

My challenge is to embrace what makes up a 
 ... ..- .-. ...- .. ...- --- .-..  I need to breakdown each 
of those dots and dashes to understand me better.  
It is only then that my weakness becomes my 
strength. That process is living my faith:  Using my 
failure, stupidity, tiredness and embarrassment for 
a higher purpose – God’s purpose. It is through 
God’s gift that I am a survivor.  The Bible is filled 
with people just like me – and you.  We are all 
called to this process of living our faith.  Let us do 
so together.   
 
Living my faith with you, Lynn Melchior 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 “Be at war with your vices, at peace with your neighbors, and 
let every new year find you a better man.” 

 
― Benjamin Franklin 

 



 

 
ZION OF AMOR TREASURER’S REPORT   November 2019 

 
       Nov          Year to Date        2019             Budget 

      Income                                                             Actual                Actual                 Budget                   Used      

   Sunday Offering  18,344.02  237,205.17  279,409.00  84.90 % 

 Special Offering  0.00  1,511.10  5,650.00  26.75 % 

 Other Income  5.98  1,860.94  1,420.00  131.05 % 
 
 Total Income  18,350.00  240,577.21  286,479.00  83.98 % 

 

 Expense 

 Our Benevolence  1,416.66  17,128.26  19,060.00  89.86 % 

 Missions  0.00  6,971.10  13,650.00  51.07 % 

 Pastoral Compensation  8,716.73  96,236.01  105,000.00  91.65 % 

 Pastoral Expense  262.52  3,664.36  5,800.00  63.18 % 

 New Members/Outreach  69.00  1,620.18  1,930.00  83.95 % 

 Education  1,527.83  20,043.99  25,163.00  79.66 % 

 Library  0.00  85.00  300.00  28.33 % 

 Music & Worship  1,061.59  16,502.93  21,111.00  78.17 % 

 Altar  0.00  344.31  400.00  86.08 % 

 Office Staff  3,230.82  42,998.80  45,913.00  93.65 % 

 Stephen Ministry  96.09  287.54  300.00  95.85 % 

 Office Expenses  466.33  11,612.41  14,625.00  79.40 % 

 Stewardship  0.00  392.80  600.00  65.47 % 

 Planning  0.00  1,073.70  1,110.00  96.73 % 

 Property Management  1,663.78  23,112.29  27,719.00  83.38 % 

 Maintenance & Repairs  80.00  2,117.76  2,957.00  71.62 % 

 Capital Improv/Emerg Op  0.00  0.00  841.00  0.00 % 
 
 Total Expense  18,591.35  244,191.44  286,479.00  85.24 % 
  
 Income Less Expense -241.35 -3,614.23  0.00 

 

ATTENDANCE / CONTRIBUTIONS NOVEMBER 2018 / 2019 
 

2018 November     
 

2019 November     

Date Attendance Contributions 
 

Date Attendance Contributions 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  

4-Nov 133  $ 4,139.50  
 

3-Nov 165  $6,446.00  

11-Nov 120  $3,677.00  
 

10-Nov 102  $4,587.02  

18-Nov 142  $4,807.52  
 

17-Nov 152  $3,842.00  

Thxsgvg 11/21/18 68  $450.50  
 

24-Nov 136  $3,664.00  

25-Nov 111  $2,042.00  
 

Thxsgvg 11/27/19 71  $664.00  

      
 

      

TOTAL 574  $15,116.52  
 

TOTAL 626  $19,203.02  

Sun Ave 126.5 
  

Sun Ave 156.5 
  

Restricted Funds November 2019 
 Flowers                           245.82 
 Improvement Fund       3,687.24 
 Designated Giving        3,226.07 
 Food Shelf                       884.17 
 Sunday School             2,817.93 
 World Hunger                    25.00 
 Cemetery Fund                   0.00 
 Library Fund                 1,362.62 
 Memorials & Gifts         3,034.55 
 Music Fund                   1,978.96 
 Youth Group                    968.04 
 

 Found. Pass Thru         5,526.00   
 Sunday School Projects      0.00 
 Stephen Ministry           1,881.74 
 Fair Trade Coffee             378.92 
 Pancake Breakfast             14.61 
 God’s Acres                  3,001.16     
 Men’s Group Funds         257.82 
 Mission Jam Pass Thru   605.00 
 Twins Game                         0.00 
 Helping Hands               3,086.72 
 Missions                            270.00  
Jamaica House               1,020.00 

Technology                        354.92 
 Funeral                              607.06 
 Totals                    $35,918.35 

 
   

 
 

Thank You 

God! 



 

 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 

The first picture on the left is 
the Zion/God’s Acres 
Christmas tree in the 
Community Park in Ottertail.  
 
Second picture is the new 
God’s Acres sign on Hwy 1.   
A nice addition to Zion and 
God’s Acres.  The old God’s 
Acres sign will be moved to 
the back entrance next 
spring.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Cross Country Skiing is now open in God’s Acres.   Many thanks to Kerry Baumgartner for keeping 
the trails groomed this winter!   If you take a good picture in God’s Acres while skiing please send them 
to Lynn so we can publish in the TIDINGS. 

      #Ski God’s Acres 

 
Veterans Dedicated Landscape Stones   

The God’s Acres Veterans Tribute offers dedicated landscape stones to honor veterans.  The engraved 
stones are 8” x 16” with four useable lines of 18 characters on each line.  Cost is $150.00 per stone.  
Engraving forms are available in the narthex/lobby and the office.  Please contact the church office at  

218-495-2563 with any questions.   
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Friends-of-Friends:  Fighting hunger in Otter Tail County 
 

10th Annual Charity Event is Saturday, Jan 25th from 5:00 to 10:00 p.m.   Social & Silent Auction, Dinner 
held at Thumper Pond, Ottertail.   $50.00/person includes dinner, cash bar, and loads of fun.   Contact 

Mary Phillipe at 218-736-5147 for more information. 
 

The evening’s proceeds will sponsor the Children’s Backpack Program and feeding the hungry 
in Otter Tail County. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Tiffany S’mores Bars 
8 Cups Golden Grahams 
3 Cups Marshmallows 
2 T Butter 
12 oz Milk Chocolate Chips 
2/3 Cup White Corn Syrup 

1 tsp Vanilla 
 
Melt Chocolate, corn syrup and butter.  Bring to a 
boil.  Add vanilla; Stir in marshmallows and 
Golden Grahams.  Spray 9 x 13 pan with cooking 
spray and press mixture into pan firmly. 
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Because everyone deserves a smile….. 

 

Q: What do you get from sitting on the ice too long?  
A: Polaroids!  
 
Q: What's an ig?  
A: A snow house without a loo! 
 
Q: Why do seals swim in salt water?  
A: Because pepper water makes them sneeze!  
 
Q: Where can you find an ocean without any water?  
A: On a map!  
 
Q: What eight letters can you find in water from the Arctic Ocean?  
A: H to O! (H20)  
 
Q: Which side of an Arctic Tern has the most feathers?  
A: The outside!  
 
Q: What do you call a cold ghost?  
A: casp-burr!  
 
Q: What vegetable was forbidden on the ships of Arctic explorers?  
A: Leeks! 
 
source: http://www.jokes4us.com/miscellaneousjokes/weatherjokes/coldjokes.htmlhttp 

6Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 
God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
8Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever 
is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything 
worthy of praise, think about these things.  Phil 4:6-8 


