
1 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inside this 

Newsletter 
 

   1-2 General Information  
    3 Pastor’s Paragraphs 
    4 El. J. Elucidates/Prayer     
         Shawl Ministry 
    5 Library / Giving Tree 
    6 Musically Speaking  
    7 Sunday School / Editor’s 

Thoughts 
    8 Financial Reports     
    9 Annual Meeting Date Change 

/ Council Minutes 
    10 January Birthdays, Action     
         Groups and Anniversaries 
     Wrapper – Calendar 
Insert: Gronbeck Christmas Card 
 
 
 

If we really want to LOVE, 
We must learn how to 

FORGIVE. 
 

Mother Theresa 
 
 

 
 

ZION’S MISSION STATEMENT: 
We are claimed, gathered, and 
sent forth to serve and witness 

in Jesus’ name. 
 

ZION’S VISION STATEMENT: 
Zion is a welcoming church 

where all people will experience 
a vibrant lifelong journey in faith 

through worship, education, 
mission and service. 

 

NEW MEMBER SUNDAY 
 

Sunday, January 13th  
Please contact Pastor Jim or the 

church office if you or anyone 
you know is interested in 
membership or associate 

membership. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Have a prayer request?  Call on 

the prayer chain:   
Bob Roberts 495-3524,  
Barb Bjorgo 495-2152,  

Galen & Laura Youngsma 
495-2681,  

Betty Johansen 826-6834 and  
Yvonne Erickson 495-3321 

 
Men’s Breakfast 

Saturday, January 5th 
8:00 a.m. at Zion 

 

 
ANNUAL MEETINGS 

 
January 27th, 2018 

The meetings will begin 
immediately following the 

worship service. 
 

Church congregations are 
legally incorporated under the 
state laws in which they are 

located.  Those laws necessitate 
that members hold an Annual 

Meeting each year to report their 
performance. This obligation 
holds for every church in the 
U.S.A.  Annual Meetings are 

informational and should benefit 
those as citizens and church 

members.  Be notified the 
Annual Meetings of Zion 

Lutheran Church of Amor will be 
held on Sunday, Jan 27th at Zion 

at 11:00 a.m. 
 
ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH OF 
AMOR FOUNDATION ANNUAL 
MEETING 
 
ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH OF 
AMOR ANNUAL MEETING 
 

 

Want to feel like you won the 
lottery? Signup for 1 week of 
snow removal! (and hope for 

no snow!) 
 

Zion is looking for 
able-bodied people (or 

teams) that will remove snow 
from the entryways.  A snow 
blower is in the shed and we 
have lots of shovels.  This 

process worked very well last 
year.  Sign up calendar and 
more information is in the 

narthex/lobby. 
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FROM THE OFFICE 
 

Your 2018 contribution 
statements will be 
available Sunday, 

January 20th.   
 

Treasurers 
Reminder to the groups that 

have checkbooks … You need 
to have them balanced and in 
the church office by Monday, 

January 7th so our auditors can 
review them.  We also need your 
financial summaries by Monday, 

January 7th.  Quite a bit of 
information has to come 

together for us to start printing 
the annual report.  Thank you for 

your support! You may email 
your reports to 

zionamoroffice@prtel.com. 
 

ANNUAL MEETING VOTING 
C10.05 Voting by proxy shall not be 
permitted.  Absentee ballots shall 
be permitted and will be available in 
the church office.   Please contact 
Lynn at 495-2563. 

 

Thank You…. 
To everyone who offers to help 
at Zion throughout the year.  
You are very much appreciated! 

Office Staff, Lynn & Lynn 
 

Notary service is available in 

the office.  Services are free of 
charge to members and 
associate members.  Please see 
Lynn Melchior in the church 
office for more information. 
 

QUILTING  
The Zion quilters will begin 
quilting again on Monday, 

January 10th at 8:30 a.m.  We 
would love to have you join us! 

 
 

Rather than hoping for better 
things in the future, put your joy 

in the good things of today. 
 
 

YOUTH NEWS 
 

Confirmation Class 
6:00 p.m. at Zion 

Wednesday, January 16th  
Snacks: Hagemeister Family  

 
Wednesday, January 24th 

Snacks: Morgan Draeger Family  
 

Activities 
Faith N’ Films 

Sun., January 13th at 6:30 p.m. 
 
 

ZION Adults:  The Confirmation 
class will be learning about the 
sacraments.  Everyone who is 

interested in joining the classes 
are welcome to do so.  Letting El 
J or Pastor Jim know in advance 

is helpful but not necessary.   
 

CHURCH CANCELLATIONS 
 

With winter weather here be 
aware that Zion’s church 

cancellations will  
 broadcast on KBRF 1250, KJJK 

FM 96.5, or WDAY TV.  
  

Please use your best judgement 
on driving to church.  We realize 

that weather conditions vary 
greatly in our area.   

 
Remember to offer your 

neighbor a ride in the winter 
months. Not everyone is 

comfortable driving in the winter. 
------------------------------------------ 

ZION CIRCLES 

Dorcas, Mary & Ruth 
Circles will be 
meeting jointly in Jan., 

Feb., and March. 

The Wednesday, January 16th 
meeting is at Zion at 1:30 p.m. 
with the Mary Circle hosting. 
 
The Sarah Circle will continue 
to meet on the 1st and 3rd 
Sundays during fellowship. 
 
 

 Zion West Valentine’s Party 
The annual Zion West 

Valentine’s Party will be on 
Thurs., February 14, 2019 
beginning at 11:00 a.m. at 

21565 E. Mewes Rd., Queen 
Creek, AZ.  Anyone in Arizona at 
that time is welcome to join us.  
Please email or call us with your 

current email address, street 
address & phone number so we 
can send directions and details. 

 

Dennis & Jayne Westlind 
480-802-0994 
dwestlind@cox.net 
 

OUR SYMPATHIES… 
 

*The family & friends of Larry 
Berget on the death of his 

brother, Charles 
 

*The family & friends of Gary 
Harrington on the death of his 
mother, Romayne Harrington  

 

*The family & friends of Sandie 
Johnson on the death of her 

mother. 
 

*The family & friends of Phil 
Bachman on the death of his 

wife, Phyllis Johnson 
 

*The family & friends of Bernice 
Melby on her death on Nov. 24th 

 

*The family & friends of Rev. Art 
Johnson, on his death 

December 12th. 
 

*The family & friends of Cheryl 
Sherbrooke on the death of her 

father.   
 

 “We spend January 1st walking 
through our lives, room by room, 
drawing up a list of work to be 
done, cracks to be patched. 
Maybe this year, to balance the 
list, we ought to walk through the 
rooms of our lives...not looking 
for flaws, but for potential.”  
                   ― Ellen Goodman 

mailto:zionamoroffice@prtel.com
mailto:dwestlind@cox.net
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Pastor’s Paragraphs 
 
 Dear Members 
and Friends, 
 

 We never know what 
each new year brings.  Each 
year is filled with hope and 
excitement, tempered with a bit 
of anxiety about the unknown.  
Not knowing what lies ahead is a 
bit unsettling for us, but truth be 
told, we would not want to know 
what the future holds for us.  It 
would ruin our lives if we knew 
what would happen to us along 
the road of life.   
 The one sure thing we do 
know is that Jesus Christ is Lord 
and has promised His presence 
in our lives now and in the 
future.  Jesus knows what lies 
ahead, and He will be with us 
every step of the way as He 
promised in Matthew 28:  “And 
remember, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.”  
Now and forever, Jesus is with 
us, to comfort, strengthen, bless, 
and give us peace.  We need 
not fear the future for we do not 
go it alone on this journey of life.  
We go with Jesus who leads us 
and prods us with the Holy 
Spirit.   
 Maybe 2018 was not a 
good year for you.  Maybe it was 
marked with grief, anxiety, 
illness, stress, or changes that 
were difficult.   In that case, you 
may be looking forward to 2019 
with the hope that things will 
improve for you.  It is my prayer 
that this will be the case.   
 As a nation, we pray for 
peace this New Year.  With 
service men and women all 
around the world, we pray for 
their safety and for their timely 
return.  We pray for an end to 
the hostilities and the terrorism 
that has been plaguing our 
world.  We pray for a kinder, 
gentler, country.  We pray for the 

peace of Jesus Christ to reign in 
the hearts and minds of all—
Christian or not—that justice and 
love may be found.   
 We may not know what 
the future holds, but we do know 
that no matter what 2019 holds 
in store for us, Jesus will be with 
us. May His peace and the 
power of the cross fill your 
hearts and minds.   
 Happy New Year! 
 
  In Christ’s Service, 
   Pastor Jim 
 
P.S.  Julie and I extend our 
heartfelt thanks for all the cards, 
gifts, and love that you have 
blessed us with again this past 
Christmas.  It is truly a blessing 
to be a part of this loving 
congregation, and we are very 
grateful for you all. 
----------------------------------------- 
 

Thank you to the Lucia Girls 
who did an outstanding job on 

Dec. 9th at both the Lucia 
Breakfast and the Lucia Service. 

 
Thank you to everyone who 
made the Scandinavian Bake 

Sale a success! 
 

FREE FOOT CARE CLINIC 
 

What:  Foot care for those 
who cannot care for their 
own feet adequately. 
 

When:  Wednesday, Jan 23rd 
- Appointments start at 8:30 
a.m.  
 

Where:  Zion Lutheran Church 
of Amor. 
 

Who:  Anyone in need – bring 
and/or recommend a friend. 
 

How:  Call Ann Gibbs for an 
appointment at 218-330-1671. 
 

What to bring:  A basin; one 
towel; your own clippers if 
available; your own lotion if you 
prefer.  Call Ann for more 
information.  Thank you! 
------------------------------------------- 

Less than common New 
Years resolutions : 

 

This New Year, I will no 
longer: 

• Run while juggling knives  
• Skateboard down a hill when 
my board has no wheels  
• Play baseball with a hand 
grenade and a loaded rocket 
launcher  
• Pillow fight with a bag of spare 
change  
• Talk with my mouth full of nails  
• Drink paint thinner while 
smoking a cigarette  
• Play with matches at a gas 
station  
• Try to perform stunts with my 
car on the local bridges  
• Play "Chicken" with local 
freight trains  
• Set my hair on fire with 
hairspray and matches  
• Cause global warming 
singlehandedly  
• Shower while making toast on 
the edge of my bathtub  
• Wear a bacon costume and 
tease the dancing bear  
• Consider apple martinis part of 
my "daily fruit intake"  
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El. J. Elucidates 

Happy New Year!          
  
 
Many people see 

the beginning of a new year as 
an opportunity to wipe the slate 
clean.  They see the new year 
as a fresh start without all the 
negatives that have built up over 
the past year.  But really the 
beginning of a calendar year is 
arbitrary.  There is nothing 
magical about January 1.  Old 
acquaintances are not forgot 
and never brought to mind.  The 
ghosts of Christmas, 
Thanksgiving, Halloween, and 
Labor Day past are still with us 
and they always will be.  You 
may want to forget your past 
errors in judgement but they will 
haunt you for the rest of your 
days.   

There is a place where 
we can receive new beginnings, 
a place where our past 
transgressions are wiped clean.  
This sanctuary is with Christ.  
When God sent Christ to die for 
us, our transgressions were and 
are forgiven.  We are sanctified 
by the grace of God.  Not 
through any merit of our own but 
through the body and blood of 
Jesus Christ.     

A popular Country 
Western song talks about 
Heaven being so far away.  The 
singer laments that the distance 
precludes traveling to heaven.  
Another Country Western song 
tells us that everyone wants to 
go to heaven but nobody wants 
to go there now.  In my mind, 
heaven is much closer than we 
realize and we can visit there 
time and time again.   While the 
Bible gives us few details about 
what heaven will be like, we do 
know that Jesus will be there. 
Jesus said as much when he 
told the thief on the cross “Today 
you will be with me in paradise.”   

I contend that when we are with 
Jesus or he is with us, we 
receive a glimpse of paradise, 
we are in heaven.    

As Lutherans we believe 
that when we share our 
communion meal, the bread and 
the wine, that the real presence 
of Jesus is in the elements.  
Listen to the words as Pastor 
Jim consecrates the elements – 
this is my body, this is my blood. 
We don’t commune to symbolize 
the body and blood of Jesus.  
We commune so that the real 
presence of Jesus Christ comes 
into our bodies.  We don’t 
pretend to understand how this 
happens, we just know it to be 
true.   

When we are with Jesus 
or Jesus is with us, we are in 
paradise.  As we commune, for 
just a moment or two, we have 
Jesus within us and where 
Jesus is, is paradise.  Heaven is 
as close as the communion rail. 
We will, of course, sin again and 
separate ourselves from Jesus.   

The good news is that 
communion and Grace are not a 
one time offers.  They are given 
to us again and again and again.  
We don’t need a new year to 
wipe the slate clean.  We just 
need the body and blood of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! 
During my recent stay in the 
hospital I received what I am told 
was a large amount of blood.  I 
know that this blood was 
instrumental in saving my life.  
There was power in that blood – 
the power of life.  While the 
blood transfusions saved my 
physical life, the blood Jesus 
spilled for me saved my eternal 
life.  There is power in the blood 
of Jesus!  Thanks be to God for 
this gift of Grace!  Thanks be to 
all of you for your prayers 
concerning my health.   
                                   ~~ El J 
 

 
 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

 

“She seeks wool and 

flax and works with 

willing hands” 

Proverbs 31:13 

 

In 2018 the “willing hands” of the  

Prayer Shawl Ministry created 

and donated the following: 

 80 Prayer Shawls; 2 Baptismal 

Blankets; 2 Baby Afghans 

(Bundles of Love); 200 Baby 

Hats (Global Health Ministries) 

and volunteered over 1,440 

hours. 

 

THANK YOU LADIES! 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry will 
meet again on Thurs., January 
4th at 9:00 a.m.  

If you like to knit or crochet, we 
encourage you to join us and be 
a part of this important ministry. 
If you are unable to meet with 
us, you can still be part of our 
Ministry Team and work on 
projects at your own pace at 
home. 

Please contact the church office 
or Lynn Cave at 641-373-6021 if 
you know of anyone who would 
enjoy receiving a prayer shawl.   

 

No one ever regarded the First 
of January with indifference. It is 
that from which all date their 
time, and count upon what is 
left. It is the nativity of our 
common Adam.  

~Charles Lamb, "New Year's 
Eve," in The London Magazine, 
January 1821 
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 LIBRARY NEWS 
 

Here we go again, changing numbers for a 
new year.  2019,  On our way to another decade.   
So many books and such a great time to spend 
the short days, and longer dark times in a cozy 
spot reading.  It can be an opportunity to travel 
with a book, cook with a book, pray with a book or 
look back in history with a book. 

 
The next book group meets February 7th at 

1:30 p.m. with Carol Gealow leading discussion of 
The Pecan Man.  It is in recognition of black 
history month. 

 
If you are still hearing Christmas carols and 

would like to read the actual stories behind them, 
the book Stories Behind the Best Loved Songs of 
Christmas is available to you.  Did you know “Go 
Tell It on the Mountain” came from a slave’s 
Christmas celebration?  It was sung in the fields of 
the south as a Negro spiritual and arranged later 
by a black choir director for the Fisk Jubilee 
Singers in the 1880’s.  The choir director’s name 
was John Work and the music has been popular in 
our Christian celebration all around the world 
today.  The short stories about each song read like 
a mini novel… for your enjoyment, find the back 
ground of these favorite carols.  The author is Ace 
Collins. 

 
As Always, Jack by Emma Sweeney is a 

war time love story.  Love letters were found after 
a navy pilot was lost at sea as his daughter 
searched for him.  They are heartwarming finds of 
a life she now could know about her father and 
mother. 

 
Would you like to take a trip to Garrison 

New York?  Gwendolyn Bounds Little Chapel on 
the River tells the tale of an Irish Pub, the town, 
and the people searching for what matters most in 
life. 

 
For the kids: What Do you Do With a Tail 

Like This?  By Steve Jenkins and Robin Page is 
an interactive guessing book about the amazing 
things animals can do with their tails, eyes or ???? 
read and find out!  It has great illustrations and 
whoever reads this will learn something probably 
not ever thought about before with the animal or 
insect world. 

A Child’s Book of Choices, We Can Get 
Along, by Lauren Murphy Payne shares feelings 
about interpersonal relationships – or getting along 
with others, peers and everyone at school, in the 
neighborhood, or on the playground.  There are 
skills taught to learn how to speak to one another 
and the use words that affirm how each child 
would like to be treated. 

 
Happy New Year and enjoy a good read 

somewhere – maybe the Zion Library. 
Sharon Fleischauer and The Library Team 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 

GIVING TREE PROJECT 2018 
 
Many, many, THANKS to all the Zion Family, once 
again, for our “10th year of Involvement” with the 

GIVING TREE PROJECT🎄!! It is always so 

greatly appreciated by the School Staff, and 
especially by all the Kids & Families who are the 
recipients of your generosity !! Once again, my 
Jeep was bursting at the seems, and I felt like 
Santa driving the sleigh..... such a wonderful 

Holiday emotion !! 
     This year, 24 Families 
were helped which totaled 63 
grade school kids plus a few 
extra High School teens. 
There were 111 tags on Zion’s 
tree which disappeared very 
quickly once again ! 
Besides the $20 Larry’s tags, 
several people donated extra 

dollars toward the food gift cards. Zion collected a 
total of $870 !! After adding Eagle Lakes $$$$ and 
Lady of the Lakes $$$, the total collected was 
$2,100 (unsure what $$$ were donated from First 
Lutheran), so we know for sure that each family 
will be getting a good gift card for at least $86+ !!!   
All-in-all, another HUGE SUCCESS !!! 
      Thank you so very much for making our 
TENTH year SO AMAZING .... there aren’t enough 
words to express my 
gratitude for all you  
do !!!!!  
 
God’s Blessing to All,   

Tanya Hench – Giving 
Tree Elf
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MUSICALLY SPEAKING  
      
                                                
“This, This is Christ the King...”                                

 
On December 16th, Zion 

students presented another 
excellent Sunday School program. They were 
well-prepared, they sang clearly, and everything 
moved smoothly. As I sat at the piano, I wondered 
how long children have been involved in 
Christmas programs. I assume it’s been for 
centuries; I plan to research that for a future 
article.   

The earliest programs I remember were 
from elementary school, and they didn’t even 
involve my class. As a fifth-grader, I was recruited 
to join the orchestra as the accompanist. In 
addition to the classroom instruction, there were 
often some unexpected duties, which in hindsight, 
were remarkable opportunities. One involved 
playing for a variety of programs.  

Since I grew up in Moorhead, there were 
several elementary schools, and each school had 
a Christmas program. There was always a Mary 
and Joseph, a baby (sometimes even a real baby), 
a manger, and angels. The larger schools added 
the shepherds, wisemen, several children dressed 
as animals, and more angels. For each program, 
my orchestra teacher, Mr. Vincent Pulicicchio, 
would come to the classroom, pick me up about 
an hour before the program, and drive us to the 
school. Mr. Pulicicchio would play the violin, I’d 
play the piano, and the children would sing. 
Parents, relatives, friends, and teachers beamed 
as they watched the children fulfill their roles and 
the familiar story unfold.  

Often a school presented its program more 
than once. One year at Lincoln Elementary, 
Joseph fainted during every play. We quickly 
learned when Joseph was going to faint by 

watching his eyes and posture. Then he’d be told 
to sit, Mary would push the manger out of the way, 
and down he’d go (always forward). Seconds later, 
he’d slowly sit back up. Meanwhile, the director 
remained calm, students continued to deliver their 
lines, and Mr. Pulicicchio and I kept playing. 
Everyone wanted Joseph to make it through one 
performance without fainting, but he never did.  

During another program, the children had 
just finished singing “Away in a Manger” when 
there was a brief transition, and the shepherds 
arrived on stage. At this point, the older students 
started to sing “What Child is This?” and Mr. 
Pulicicchio and I heard one of the shepherds, a 
second-grader, whisper, “Why do they keep 
asking that? They just said it’s Jesus.” (Although 
the time and place may have been inappropriate, 
the student sounded sincere.) The melody of this 
beloved carol is “Greensleeves,” first licensed in 
1580. William Chatterton Dix wrote a poem titled 
“The Manger Throne” in 1865, and eventually, 
three verses of his poem were adapted to create 
“What Child is This?” 
(https://www.hymnsandcarolsofchristmas.com/Hy
mns_and_Carols/ 
what_child_is_this_version_1.htm). Even though 
the song is written in a minor key, the carol itself 
doesn’t sound unhappy or dispirited. It appears the 
minor key simply represents the tone of someone 
asking questions, seeking assurance, and/or being 
contemplative. 
 Even if every moment of a Christmas 
production were intended to be perfect, it certainly 
doesn’t need to be. Something of interest always 
happens, and some degree of imperfection gives 
the performance life. Besides, it’s because of our 
flaws that Jesus was born in a stable and laid in a 
manger. May the story of his birth be retold in 
programs and music for many more centuries. 
  
~ Sandra Sedivy 

 

--------------------------------------------------------- 
Silent Auction was a big 

success! 
 

Thank you to all who donated, bid and won silent 
auction items.  Together we raised a little over 
$1,000 for local wishes for critically ill children!   
 

Thank you again for your support. 
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.hymnsandcarolsofchristmas.com/Hymns_and_Carols/what_child_is_this_version_1.htm
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 Sunday School  
 

Schedule – School starts at  
8:40 a.m.:  

 
Jan. 7: Sunday School Extravaganza 
Jan. 14: Sunday School  
Jan. 21: Sunday School  
Jan. 28: Sunday School, Annual Meetings 
 
December 16th was our Sunday School Program:  
“The Meaning of Christmas Shines Through”.  
Thank you to Ann Gibbs and Tina Bladow for the 
organization and leadership.   Great job everyone!   

 
Parents please continue to bring your children to 

Sunday School regularly after the Christmas 
season.  There’s so much more for them to learn 

and experience about Jesus!   
 

Also thank you Clodarl Seeman for sharing her 
musical talents with us as special music on Dec 
16th.   
------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

 
Thank you to…. 

 Jim Olson for making multiple 
bandage roller makers.  

 Our new members in 2018 – 
your fresh perspective is 

appreciated. 

 Living Your Faith Team for the “Jesus is the 
Reason for the Season” reminders. 

 Everyone who brought in Central Market 
“We Care” receipts. 

  The Music and Worship Team for 
Christmas Carols of Amor supper and 
singing.  Plus bringing in Patrick Murphy for 
a Christmas Concert.  

 All the Action Group Leaders this year. 

 All of the Zion musicians – worship would 
not be the same without you! 

 The Zion Council Members who serve 
Christ in so many ways. 

 The Stephen Ministry Team for the beautiful 
Longest Night Service. 

 Everyone who attended Bible Study in 
2018. 

 All who purchased poinsettias this 
Christmas for the altar. 

  Everyone who participated in the Bake Day 
and purchased at the Bake Sale. 

Editor’s Thoughts….. 
 

As I parked at the coffee shop, a tall, 

thin man rode up on a bicycle to the 

liquor store. Odd, since it was 

November.  But my first thought was 

not “I bet he is cold”.  Nope – it was 

“I bet he had too many DWI’s and he lost his 

driver’s license”.   Not a charitable, nice thought.  I 

judged him and had not even met him.  I was 

appalled.  

 His car could have been in the shop getting fixed. 

Or he could be getting exercise.  He could have 

been buying a gift.  As I prayed for him (due to my 

snap judgement), the man walked out of the liquor 

store.  He had a large bottle of clear liquid in both 

hands.   Not more than 5 steps out of the liquor 

store, he opens the bottle and drinks a healthy 

portion. He then gets on his bicycle and rides off. 

My original thought might have been accurate but 

it was not in the spirit of my faith.  An apology 

prayer is not the answer either. Did I seek to 

appease my conscious for my snap judgement??   

I need to change my behavior to reflect my faith.  

I’m determined now more than ever to pray 

honestly for this unknown man who is obviously 

struggling with internal demons that only he and 

God can deal with.    

God, guide me as I struggle to Live My Faith.   

 Gratefully, Lynn Melchior 
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ZION OF AMOR TREASURER’S REPORT   November 2018 

 
       Nov          Year to Date        2017             Budget 

      Income                                                             Actual                Actual                 Budget                   Used      

   Sunday Offering  14,470.75  230,536.96  271,926.00  84.78 % 

 Special Offering  475.50  2,604.15  6,000.00  43.40 % 

 Other Income  49.44  1,769.44  860.00  205.75 % 
 
 Total Income  14,995.69  234,910.55  278,786.00  84.26 % 

 

 Expense 

 Our Benevolence  1,416.66  17,119.92  19,000.00  90.10 % 

 Missions  0.00  7,607.58  14,000.00  54.34 % 

 Pastoral Compensation  8,417.49  92,712.84  100,737.00  92.03 % 

 Pastoral Expense  252.88  5,183.51  5,200.00  99.68 % 

 New Members/Outreach  57.50  1,721.42  2,150.00  80.07 % 

 Education  718.35  14,667.23  26,290.00  55.79 % 

 Library  41.95  232.63  300.00  77.54 % 

 Music & Worship  972.93  15,710.68  19,742.00  79.58 % 

 Altar  76.72  374.97  400.00  93.74 % 

 Office Staff  3,431.26  38,869.78  42,318.00  91.85 % 

 Stephen Ministry  0.00  62.89  300.00  20.96 % 

 Office Expenses  605.37  11,134.00  14,504.00  76.77 % 

 Stewardship  141.45  158.50  300.00  52.83 % 

 Planning  0.00  900.90  710.00  126.89 % 

 Property Management  1,181.98  21,684.70  28,178.00  76.96 % 

 Maintenance & Repairs  0.00  1,846.50  2,957.00  62.45 % 

 Capital Improv/Emerg Op  0.00  0.00  1,700.00  0.00 % 
 
 Total Expense  17,314.54  229,988.05  278,786.00  82.50 % 

 Income Less Expense -2,318.85  4,922.50  0.00 

 

ATTENDANCE / CONTRIBUTIONS NOVEMBER 2017 / 2018 
2017 November     

 
2018 November     

Date Attendance Contributions 
 

Date Attendance Contributions 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  

5-Nov 120  $ 7,847.00  
 

4-Nov 133  $ 4,139.50  

12-Nov 157  $ 3,064.00  
 

11-Nov 120  $ 3,677.00  

19-Nov 158  $ 3,153.00  
 

18-Nov 142  $ 4,807.52  

Thxsgv 11/22/17 86  $ 625.00  
 

Thxsgvg 11/21/18 68  $ 450.50  

26-Nov 159  $ 4,237.05  
 

25-Nov 111  $ 2,042.00  

      
 

      

TOTAL 680  $  18,926.05  
 

TOTAL 574  $ 15,116.52  

Sun Ave 148.5 
  

Sun Ave 126.5 
 3 Month Total 2,291 67,685 

 
3 Month Total 2,137 76,340 

3 Month Ave 764 22,562 
 

3 Month Ave 712 25,447 

 

Restricted Funds November 2018 
 Flowers                             96.48 
 Improvement Fund         793.08 
 Designated Giving       1,993.33 
 Food Shelf                    1,065.81 
 Sunday School             2,657.53 
 World Hunger                  325.00 
 Cemetery Fund                   0.00 
 Library Fund                  1,035.57 
 Memorials & Gifts         3,514.43 
 Music Fund                   1,784.24 
 Youth Group                      70.51 
 Found. Pass Thru            425.00 
 Sunday School Projects       0.00 
 

 
 Stephen Ministry          1,566.74 
 Fair Trade Coffee            373.87 
 Pancake Breakfast             0.00 
 God’s Acres                     645.00     
 Men’s Group Funds         257.82 
 Mission Jam Pass Thru   500.00 
 Twins Game                         0.00 
 Helping Hands               2,049.86 
 Missions                            710.00  
 Jamaica House              1,651.21 
 
 
 

 
Technology                         544.40 
 Funeral                            1,439.49 
 Totals                      $23,499.37 

 
31So, whether you eat or drink, 

or whatever you do, do 
everything for the glory of God. 

1 Cor 10:31 
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Notice of Proposed Zion Annual Meeting 
Date Change 

 
EVERYONE DESERVES TO VOTE & 

PARTICIPATE 
 
All confirmed members of Zion are encouraged to 
participate and vote when we have ‘items’ that 
come before our membership. This includes 
SNOWBIRDS that miss the annual meeting due to 
the time of year in which the meeting is held. The 
council voted to change the date to the 3rd Sunday 
in September.  This needs to be ratified by the 
congregation.  
 

IT’S NOT BROKEN,  
SO WHY DO WE NEED TO CHANGE 

 

 Snowbirds, as they are sometimes 
identified, would be able to participate in 
decisions that impact the congregation.  

 It would allow more members to be on 
committees that affect and impact all that 
goes on at this meeting including budget, 
finance and leadership. 

 The following years budget would be 
approved at the Sept annual meeting with 
input from all, including having the 4th 
quarter to plan activities and set the 
calendar for the year before the year has 
started. 

 
The council encourages discussion with all council 
and team members to look at the pros and cons of 
this potential change so that all are informed on 
this subject.  Come to the January 13th adult forum 
to learn more about this change. 
------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Friends-of-Friends:  Fighting hunger in 

Otter Tail County 
 

10th Annual Charity Event is Saturday, Jan 26th 
from 5:00 to 10:00 p.m.   Social & Silent Auction, 

Dinner held at Thumper Pond, Ottertail.   
$50.00/person includes dinner, cash bar, and 

loads of fun.   Contact Mary Phillipe at 218-736-
5147 for more information. 

 
The evening’s proceeds will sponsor the 

Children’s Backpack Program and 
feeding the hungry in Otter Tail 

County. 
 

 
SUMMARY OF ZION COUNCIL MINUTES 

December 12, 2018 
These are condensed and not approved. 

 
Approval of Agenda: Motion made seconded and 
approved. 
 
Secretary’s Report: Motion to approve 
Secretary’s Report on November 14, 2018, with 
changes, seconded  and approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Motion to accept and include 
file for review . Seconded and approved. 
 
Committee and Team Reports:  See written 
reports. 
 
Pastoral Report: See written report. There is a 
need to replace the older, heavier 8 foot tables 
that are used for various events at the church with 
lighter molded plastic ones. The youth group has 
several that were used during the Phelps Mill 
festival that they no longer need. Pastor to see if 
the church can buy those tables back from the 
youth group.  Keith Fleischauer motioned to buy 
tables from youth group and purchase two new 
tables. Seconded by Orlynn Rinke. Approved. 
 
Business: 
 

 Motion by Tom Verhelst to approve Dick 
Tamke and Darrell Sanderson as Privacy 
Administrators until January 31, 2021. 
Seconded by Gary Stone. Approved. 

 
 Reviewed the Safe Church annual report. 

Motion to Approve Safe Church Committee 
annual report by Tom Verhelst. Seconded 
by Orlynn Rinke. Approved. 

 
 Motion by Dan Thorson to appoint Carol 

Willey to a three year term on the audit 
committee. Seconded by Tom Verhelst. 
Approved. She will be replacing Terry 
Enerson, whose term is done as the end of 
the year. 

 
 A Sunday forum is scheduled for January 

13, 2019 to discuss the change of the 
annual meeting to September. 

 
Council meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer. 
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 JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

  1 Dan Bladow 
  1 Theresa Lopez-Moen 
  1 Karen Sondrol 
  2 Michael Swift 
  4 Mary Miller 
  5 Bobbi Tamke 
  7 Vicki Rode 
  7 Patricia Jones 
  7 Betty Schwankl 
  7 Crysta Hanson 
  8 Leigh Barry 
  8 Lisa Leuthner 
  9 Inga Nelson 
 10 Steve Severson 
 10 Kaylie Olson 
 12 Jana Rinke 
 13 Linda Olson 
 15 Jay Johnson 
 15 Sue Krohn 
 15 Michael Sherman Jr. 
 15 Doris Wilcox 
 16 Rusty Haskins 
 16 Jan Sanders 
 17 Karrie Carlson 
 17 Janet Nermoe 
 17 Diane Weeks 
 19 Marilee Domier 
 19 Nancy Osland 
 19 Steve Schwantz 
 20 Bob Bjorgaard 
 20 Duane Hovland 
 21 Linda Erickson 
 21 Chuck Sherbrooke 
 23 John Esser 
 25 Crysta Hanson 
 25 Hannah Solberg 
 25 Jude Hagemeister 
 26 Darrell Wicklund 
 27 Ken Amundson 
 28 Barb Boyer 
 28 Dave Horner 
 29 Matthew Erwin 
 31 Karla Dewey 
 31 Katrina Roberts 
 
JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
2 Harlan & Inga Nelson 
2 Jim & Kristin Wherley 
3 Jeremy & Tina Bladow 
22 Robert & Kathy Bope 

 
 

 
 
 
 

January Action Group  
Leaders: 
Duane & Nancy Hanson 
Vern & Muriel Foster 

Barry, Laramie & Jessica, Chase, 
Charlee, Alexa, Lanston  

Barry, Leigh & Shana   
       Cody, Lauren 
Carlson, Larry & Roberta 
Enerson, Darryl & Terry  
Erickson, Linda   
Erwin, Dave & Kelly   
Fleischauer, Stuart & Christine 
 Gibson, Garrison, Calista, 

Macy 
Harder, Alan & Muggsy  
Hoeft, Kathy    
Hovde, Lyle & Sylvia 
Hovde, Ben    
Miletto, Steve & Kay  
Petschl, Norma  
Seeman, Craig & Pasibeth  
 Crisavydenil, Clodarl 
Thorson, Dan & Sandi  
Wilcox, Lowell & Doris 
 

February Action Group  

Leaders: Byron & Tanya 
Hensch 
----------------------------------------
Albright, Larry & Ardyce 
Bladow, Andy & Tara 
     Ava, Layla, Vance 
Bladow, Jeremy & Tina 
   Laiken, Bricker, Marlie 
Bope, Rob & Kathy 
Erickson, Dennis & Deb 
Gibbs, Ann & (Brian) 
   Henry, Eleanor 
Hildebrand, Mark & Brenda 
Lehne, Floyd & Nellda 
Long, Ray & Bev 
Olson, Jim & Nancy 
Nelson, Harlan & Inga 
Stone, Cory & Shale, Shawna,  
    Nathan, Iver, Anders 
Stone, Gary & Debbie 
Tweeter, Jim & Rhonda 
Willey, David & Carol  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ZION-AMOR CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor.................. James O. Gronbeck 
President .................Dean Greenwaldt 
VP……...……................... Chris Berge 
Secretary.................Kelly Hagemeister 
Treasurer.........................Dan Thorson 
Office Manager…………Lynn Melchior 
Office Assistant………..…..Lynn Cave 
Ed Coordinator……….…..El J Arntson 
Choir and Contemporary 
Director……………....Sonja Holmgren 
Custodian/Janitor…..…Karen Umland  

 
 
If you are 70½ 
years old or 
older, you can 
take advantage 
of a simple way 
to help those 

we serve and receive tax 
benefits in return. You can give 
up to $100,000 from your IRA 
directly to a qualified charity 
such as Zion Lutheran Church of 
Amor without having to pay 
income taxes on the money. 

You pay no income taxes on the 
gift. The transfer generates 
neither taxable income nor a tax 
deduction, so you benefit even if 
you do not itemize your 
deductions. Your financial 
institution forwards the checks 
directly to Zion, so please let the 
office know that you are doing a 
qualified distribution.   

This law no longer has an 
expiration date so you are free 
to make annual gifts to Zion this 
year and well into the future.  
 
You are blessed - how will you 
bless others?  
 

Incredible Service 
Young Jonathan was visiting a church for the first time. He checked all the announcements, 
posters and pictures along the walls. When he came to a group of pictures of men in uniform, 
he asked the Pastor, 'Who are all those men in the pictures?' The Pastor replied, 'Why, those 
are our boys who died in the service'. Dumbfounded, the Jonathan asked, 'Was that the 
morning service or the evening service?'  


