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Jan 12, 2020    Year C        Sermon 8 

Lessons:  Isaiah 42:1-9, Acts 10:34-43    Matthew 3:13-17 

Main Point:  Why baptize Jesus – Why Jesus is our leader 

 

Lord God, open our ears, our eyes, and our hearts so we hear and receive your Word 

and “May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing to you, O 

LORD” (Psalm 19:14) Amen.   

One late fall day, a group of hikers became lost in the Alps.  To make matters worse, it 

started to snow and the winds picked up.  The hikers were hungry and disoriented. They 

argued about which way to go, but in the fading light every peak looked the same.   It 

became colder.  The hikers had no chance of surviving the night in the freezing 

temperatures. 

The hikers found a place out of the winds and took inventory of what they had.  One of 

the hikers had no idea what was in his backpack as he had borrowed it from another 

friend.  As he took everything out of his friends backpack, he found a map sewn into the 

lining.  He shouted for joy!  They were saved!!! 

Their new leader plotted a route, and marched the rest of the hikers back to safety     

Later, when they were warm and well fed, the hiker who led the weary group to safety 

looked closer at the map. It actually was of the Pyrenees Mountains – hundreds of miles 

away. 
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Who remembers when they were baptized – not the date  - but the actual 

baptism?  Many of us do not as we were only infants.  Today the gospel tells us of 

Jesus’ baptism.  Let’s picture this:  

John, living off the wilderness, is baptizing people in the river.  He has a line of 

people who seek repentance and waiting at the river’s edge to be baptized.  John is 

doing what he is called by God to do. He is the talk of the town – he has success in his 

calling.  Here he is preaching about Jesus; who would be greater than himself.  Then 

Jesus comes along!  It kinda like your telling your children and grandchildren about your 

hero & then your hero walks thru the door.  And how does John respond?  Well a far 

sight better than I would.  For one he actually had the presence of mind to speak.  John 

humbly asks Jesus to baptize him.  John is ready to turn all his success over to Jesus.  

But Jesus had a better grasp of the map.  He knew he had to be baptized by John.  

Jesus knew he had to start where his feet were.  He had to grow where he was 

planted– among the believers seeking a right and good relationship with God 

 Jesus knew his baptism by John was validating and advancing God’s work.  In 

fact, this lesson contains Jesus’ first spoken words in Matthew’s Gospel.  Here Jesus 

starts his public ministry.  And he begins it by showing support for John – and therefore 

the people who had flocked to John.  And John humbly passes the baton to Jesus.  

Even though Jesus has no sins to repent, he sets an example to follow.   Jesus is 

identifying with all of us – the ones who know we are sinners and in need of repentance.   

And God approved.  John baptized Jesus and God approved.  Listen to the passage, 

Matthew 3 v 16 & 17 again – except this time from the Message Bible translation:  “The 
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moment Jesus came up out of the baptismal waters, the skies opened up and he saw 

God’s Spirit—it looked like a dove—descending and landing on him. And along with the 

Spirit, a voice: “This is my Son, chosen and marked by my love, delight of my life.””

 “Marked by my love.”  That is what baptism is for us – it is to be marked by God’s 

love. Think of the baptismal cross on your forehead.   Picture it.  Now think of love 

shining out of it. That is your light.  The light that no darkness can overcome.   

 But God did not stop there.  This event is so important that the WHOLE trinity 

shows up:  Jesus is baptized, the Holy Spirit descends like a dove and God speaks.  If 

that is not the best endorsement of Jesus’ public ministry I don’t know what is.  This is 

one of the few times that the trinity is present at the same time in the Bible.  This is a 

signal to us readers that this is important.  God is endorsing Jesus as our leader.  Not 

John the Baptist.  Not the Pharisees.  Jesus.  The one who can lead us with the 

wrong map or no map at all.  We need Jesus to point the way.  How can we find 

God without someone to point the way?  The Old Testament and Israel’s story tells us 

we can’t do it on our own.    So we have a leader and are marked with God’s love.  Now 

what? 

 Well let’s turn to the Bible.  Matthew 5:15 (NRSV) states: “15 No one after lighting 

a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in 

the house.”   So don’t put your light under a bushel basket.  (Like we all walk around 

with bushel baskets on our heads – right???)  No this means that we are to live out our 

baptism.  Okay that sounds good.  But what does that mean, truly mean, in 2020 

language? 
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 In order to answer this, we can turn to the affirmation of baptism in the cranberry 

hymnal.    The affirmation of our baptism reads: 

Worship leader asks:  “Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with 

you in holy baptism? 

 To live among God’s faithful people; 

To hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s Supper;  

To proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed;  

To serve all people following the example of Jesus; and  

To strive for justice and peace in all the earth?” 

Response: We do, and ask God to help and guide us.” (Evangelical Lutheran 

Worship, pg. 236)   

Here, my friends, is our map; Jesus is our leader and he points the way to 

God.  Jesus who humbled himself to come down from HEAVEN – precious, 

beautiful, amazing heaven.  Jesus came to where we are planted.  Which must 

have be like living in the slums after heaven.  But you see, you are worth it.  Each 

and every one of you.  You are marked by God’s love forever. Not marked by God’s 

eternal love?  Seek out Pastor Jim or stop in the office sometime.     

 We are called to shine God’s light on others – not to hide it under a basket.  

Here are some ways to let your light shine: 

https://elca.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Faith-Practices/Living-Our-Baptismal-Covenant/Live
https://elca.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Faith-Practices/Living-Our-Baptismal-Covenant/Hear
https://elca.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Faith-Practices/Living-Our-Baptismal-Covenant/Proclaim
https://elca.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Faith-Practices/Living-Our-Baptismal-Covenant/Serve
https://elca.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Faith-Practices/Living-Our-Baptismal-Covenant/Strive
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 Offering encouragement to a friend and others who are ill or in need – simply 

listening is a powerful gift.   

 Express your thanks to God  - Did you wake up this morning?  I know you did 

because your here….…..If you work up, you have something to be thankful for.  A 

simple “thanks God” is all it takes.   

 Talk about our faith in our homes and with others – This can be hard.  Start with 

something simple….like stating when something positive happens, respond “God is 

good” to another person.  I ask my children “Did you talk to God today?”  I am often 

surprised at their answers.    

 Celebrate God’s presence in your lives  - I see God in the sunrise and sunset and 

in the little wiggly puppy that loves to fetch.   

 Receive gratefully God’s blessings  - God must have had a reason to hand out all 

our blessings.  Spend a few minutes thinking about how you are blessed. 

 Return a portion of God’s abundance through your giving – increase your giving or 

simply start giving.  It is a good feeling to give in response to all God gave us. 

 Forgive as we have been forgiven by God – Ok this is a tough one.  Start with 

yourself.  Take time to forgive - Just realize you are worth the effort to forgive 

others.  I know firsthand the benefits of forgiveness.    It is worth the effort. 

 Invite others to the church – not comfortable with this?  How about inviting them to 

an event at church – Like Faith N Films tonight. 
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 We can feed the hungry – drop off a monetary donation or when you’re grocery 

shopping  buy just one can of spagettios or fruit or whatever for the food shelf.   

 Love all of humanity, respecting everyone, and seeing differences as a gift from 

God – hold the door for someone, smile more often or just be thankful that we are 

not all the same.  As my mom used to say “it takes all types to make the world go 

around”.   

This list is as long as your imagination allows it to be.  Just do it.  Follow Jesus.  

Live out your faith on a daily basis.  After all we have a leader who does not need a 

map to save us.  Amen.     

 

 

 

 

 


