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Dec 29, 2019    Year A        Sermon 7 

Lessons:  Isaiah 63:7-9,    Hebrews 2:10-18,     Matthew 2:13-23 

Main Point:  What does this say about God? 

 

Lord God, open our ears, our eyes, and our hearts so we hear and receive your Word 

and “May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing to you, O 

LORD” (Psalm 19:14) Amen.   

A farmer loved his farm.  He enjoyed walking on his farm.  He was very proud of his 

barn.  It stood the test of time and could survive any storm.  But what he really loved 

was the songbirds.  Oh how he loved those birds.  One day news arrived that a HUGE 

storm was coming and it would be especially harmful for the birds due to prolonged high 

winds and hail.  The farmer was worried about his bird friends.  He thought if only I 

could get the birds into the barn, they would be safe.  So he walked among his bird 

friends and told them of the storm.  They did not listen.  He flapped his arms and called 

them and the birds did not go into the barn.  He put food in the barn to entice them and 

still they did not enter the barn.  He became desperate and threw stones at them to get 

their attention and fly through the open barn doors.  And still the birds ignored the 

farmer.  As the winds picked up the man fell to his knees and wondered how he was 

going to save his birds.  He thought “if only I was a bird, I could lead them into the barn”. 

 Well for many of us, Christmas is over.  The food has been eaten, loved ones are 

back home; perhaps our Christmas decorations are even put away. Christ has been 

born – we celebrated his birth; we celebrated the fact that he loved us enough that he 

chose to live among us.  In the next 3 1/2 months we will celebrate his life and good 

works.  We will ponder his words.  Then we will mourn his death and shout for joy at his 
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resurrection.  All in 3 ½ months.  The people of Jesus’ time did not have 3 ½ months to 

wait.  They had 30 years to wait.  30 years before Jesus even started teaching.  Then 3 

years of teaching.  Who among us can remember what someone said 30 years ago? It 

took me a few minutes just to calculate the year was 1989.   In 1989 I was finishing up 

my Master’s in Business and planning my wedding.  So much has happened in those 30 

years – both good and bad.   

 But here I am in 2019 and I am shocked by the gospel.  Gone were the happy 

fuzzy feelings of the Children’s program, the candle light services, the gift openings and 

the frantic frenzy of getting ready to celebrate Christmas.   According to the ELCA, the 

12 days of Christmas, the Christmas season in the church calendar, is actually a time of 

rest from unnecessary labor and for joyful prayer.  The season of Christmas begins on 

Christmas Day and extends for 12 days, ending on Jan. 5, before Epiphany begins.   

Many of us are simply ready to get back to the ordinary routine of our lives.   

Instead today we are confronted with an unbelievable horror.  The mass killing of 

boys under the age of two by a foreign despot known for his cruelty.  Now that threw 

cold water on my face.  Jesus should be our focus – not the cruelty of society; it hits too 

close to home for one.  For another it isn’t necessary to understand that Jesus left 

HEAVEN – beautiful, precious, comfortable heaven - to come live on earth.  Which 

compared to heaven, earth must be like living in a slum.  (And Jesus lived among us for 

33 years! Talk about showing love!)  While I’d like to skip over this cruelty, we need to 

pay attention to it.   

The gospels shows us many things: First of all, it shows us God’s protection.  In 

the vulnerable form of an infant, Jesus could not defend himself.  Even his parents 
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would be unable to defend themselves against a garrison of soldiers.  So God sends a 

messenger, an angel, to provide protection.  

Secondly, it is important to note that God did not plan Herod’s cruelty.  God did 

not suggest it.  That cruelty is 100% upon Herod.  Herod, like all of us, had free will.   

The soldiers, ordered to kill every male under the age of 2, had fee will.  Here is a prime 

example of the power of free will God gave us.  How we use this power, our fee will, is 

what God wants to know.  In our gospel, Joseph DECIDES to listen to God.  He 

chooses to follow God’s will.  And in our lessons we see similarities to Israel’s use of 

their free will.   Yahweh chose Israel and expected the people of Israel to respond by 

being faithful.  God appealed to the Israelites to be faithful because he was sending 

Jesus to live among us and to save us.  But their choices led to exile.  Just as Herod’s 

choices led Jesus’ exile.   

Thirdly, the gospel shows us that even though Jesus came to save us, it does not 

mean that the world is free of evil.  What God did was to cancel out sin because “human 

sin severs our relationships with God and with one another…. God does not simply fix 

our lives, removing all obstacles and difficulties. Instead, God uses the harsh realities of 

life as opportunities for the gospel to be proclaimed, hope to triumph, and grace to shine 

forth.” (SundaysandSeasons.com)  

Finally this gospels hints to the future when Jesus is killed on the cross.  But why 

death?  Couldn’t God’s objective be reached without Jesus’s death and resurrection?  

Jesus, who is fully human and fully divine at the same time, had to die.  Jesus who is 

more than an angel, more than a messenger, more than a prophet, had to die.  Because 

if he did not live with us he could not die for us.   Verse 18 in Hebrews 2 says it well:  
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“Because He himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are 

being tested.”  From his birth, Jesus was surrounded by cruelty; by sinners, by the 

choices of people’s free will.  He slummed with us for 33 years.  Jesus spent time 

getting to know us; experiencing what we do in our everyday lives.  Jesus traveled on 

our paths for years.  Years of watching, listening, teaching – his heart breaking as we 

acted poorly out of free will. He knows firsthand the plight of his people; then and today.  

Jesus knows what it was to be fully human.  Think about that – is that not sign of how 

much God loves us?   

Are you going through a tough emotional time?  Jesus has been thru that.  

Celebrating?  Jesus has been there and done that.  Jesus had to LIVE in order to DIE.  

The gospel shows what type of culture he lived in.  The type of culture we live in.  In the 

midst of great cruelty God showed his love for us in so many ways.   Do we expect God 

to act in a different way today? God still shows us his love.  Do we see his love and 

patience in our culture?  Do we use our free will to be ‘life giving’ or ‘destructive’?   

Do you see God as the farmer who desperately wants his beloved birds to be 

safe in the barn?  I hope so because I want each of you to be safe from the storm.   

 

 


