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ZION’S MISSION STATEMENT 
We are claimed, gathered, and 

sent forth to serve and witness in 
Jesus’ name. 

 

ZION’S VISION STATEMENT 
Zion is a welcoming church where 
all people will experience a vibrant 

lifelong journey in faith through 
worship, education, mission  

and service. 

 
 

Quilt Sunday- Cancelled 
April 26th 

! 
 

 

Coronavirus 
Congregational 

Preparedness and 
Protective Measures 

The CDC recommends  

“sheltering in place” going 
outside for grocery & 

pharmacy shopping only , 
or for excercise. It is 

important that churches 
help their members to 
reduce exposure by 
following the CDC 
preventive actions: 

 Avoid close contact 

with people, sit an 

arm length apart in 

church 

 Avoid touching your 

eyes, nose and 

mouth 

 Cover your cough or 

sneeze with a tissue 

 Wash your hands 

with soap and water 

 
MEN’S BREAKFAST 

For April is- Cancelled 

 
Palm Sunday   April 5th- 

Cancelled 
 

Maundy Thursday  
Service          April 9th  

 Cancelled 
 

Good Friday     April 10th 

2:00 p.m. Good Friday Service 
at Alliance in Battle Lake.- 
Cancelled 
 

Easter Sunday  April 12th- 

Cancelled 
  

FROM THE OFFICE 
 

Offices will be closed 
on Monday, April 
13th in honor of 

Easter.  
 

Snowbirds, please advise the 
office of your return date.  
Thanks! 
 

 
  

Scholarships for summer 
camps are available thru the 
Foundation.  To apply, drop off 
a copy of the camp registration 

to Pastor Jim or the office. 

             A cloudy day is no 
match for a sunny disposition. 
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~ W. A. Ward. 
 

Mark your Calendars: 
2 services at Zion of Amor start 
May 31th and continue through 

September 6th  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
RUTH CIRCLE – Cancelled for 
April 
 

MARY CIRCLE -Cancelled  
For April. 
 
COMMUNION – Dorcus Circle 
Cancelled. 
 

DORCAS CIRCLE – Cancelled 
for April 
 

SARAH CIRCLE – Cancelled. 

 
WELCA General Meeting 

For April is Cancelled 

 
------------------------------------------- 
WELCA Spring Conference 7 

Gathering 
Mon., April 20th 

 Is cancelled 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Email the church office@ 
zionamoroffice@prtel.com 

 
 

CONFIRMATION  
Is Cancelled for April 

 
 

 

 
ADULT FORUMS- 
Cancelled for April 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Sunday School is 
cancelled for April 
 
Looking ahead……. 

Last day of Sunday School is 
May 10th, Pancake Breakfast is 

Sun., May 24th 
 

 
 
 

ZION BOOK DISCUSSIONS  
Thursday, April 2th at 1:30 p.m.- 
Cancelled 

 
16For God so loved the world 
that he gave his only Son, so 
that everyone who believes in 
him may not perish but may 
have eternal life.   John 3:16 

 
 
 

Failure isn’t falling down, 
 its staying down. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
"And the people stayed home. And read books, 
and listened, and rested, and exercised, and 
made art, and played games, and learned new 
ways of being, and were still. And listened more 
deeply. Some meditated, some prayed, some 
danced. Some met their shadows. And the 
people began to think differently. 
 
"And the people healed. And, in the absence of  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
people living in ignorant, dangerous, mindless, 
and heartless ways, the earth began to heal. 
 
"And when the danger passed, and the people 
joined together again, they grieved their losses, 
and made new choices, and dreamed new 
images, and created new ways to live and heal 
the earth fully, as they had been healed." 
~Kitty O'Meara 
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Pastor’s  
Paragraphs 
 

 
Dear Members and Friends, 
  
Jesus said, “Why do you see the speck in your 
neighbor’s eye, but do not notice the log in your 
own eye?  Or how can you say to your neighbor, 
‘Friend, let me take out the speck in your eye,’ 
when you yourself do not see the log in your 
own eye?  You hypocrite, first take the log out of 
your own eye, and then you will see clearly to 
take the speck out of your neighbor’s eye.”  
(Luke 6: 41-42) 
 
 It is so easy to look at someone else’s 
life—the way they dress, the things they do, the 
mistakes they may make—and be critical of that 
person.  It seems to happen in government, or 
the media, and we think nothing of it. We can be 
critical/judgmental about someone we don’t 
know.  When it happens on a local level—say to 
a friend, an employee, someone who may be 
performing, a coach or player in a high school 
game—it hurts deeply.   
 Why is it that we can be so critical of 
someone—either to others or to their face—that 
we say hurtful things?  Do we expect others to 
meet our standards? Do we think we could do a 
better job, or make a basket that someone else 
muffed?   
 The religious leaders grumbled and 
complained about Jesus and the good things 
Jesus did.  They criticized Jesus when He 
healed on the Sabbath, forgave someone’s sin, 
or ate with someone the religious leaders felt 
was a terrible person-a sinner.   
 Lent is our chance to look deep within 
ourselves and examine our actions, motives, 
and the things we say.  Are the things we say to, 
or about, another person helpful and positive?  
Do they help someone learn, or are they hurtful 
and critical?  Do the comments we make or the 
things we do, build up the body of Christ in a 
positive manner?  Or are they said/done out of 
spite, intended to be critical and hurtful? 
 The Eighth Commandment, “You shall 
not bear false witness against your neighbor,” is 
explained by Martin Luther:  We are to fear and  

love God so that we do not betray, slander, or lie 
about our neighbor, but defend him/her, speak 
well of him/her, and explain his/her actions in the 
kindest way.  
 I’ll admit, this is not an easy 
Commandment to keep.  No one (including me) 
is without sin in this respect.  As we move 
through the Lenten season, let’s be mindful of 
our words and actions.  Let’s be positive in the 
ways we act and the things we say. 
   
   In Christ’s Service, 
   Pastor Jim 
 
PS:  With respect to the Coronavirus, the CDC 
has stated that gatherings of less than 10 people 
are safe as long as everyone practices “social 
distancing” of 6 feet.    

Zion will remain open. The sanctuary is 
available for prayer and meditation.  My 
sermons are posted on our website, 
www.zionamor.org,  in written and audio 
formats. We are having a short video service on 
Sundays. Check the announcement emails and 
website for details.  If you are at home, or are 
traveling you can always catch my sermons.   
 Our Helping Hands ministry is also 
available to bring some soup, or even to bring 
some essentials to your home if you aren’t able 
to get out. 
 Stay healthy and care for one another  
in love.   
 
 
   
--------------------------------------------------------------- 
GRADUATING SENIORS….going to college?   

Apply for a Zion Foundation scholarship 
by June 1st.  This includes trade schools and 

other higher education schools.  Contact any 
Foundation Board Member, Cynthia Hoistad at 
495-2903 or the office at 495-2563 for more 
information. 
 
 

“We don't ever grow from taking 
action we've always taken…” 

Dr. Lickerman, Psychology Today 

 
 
 

http://www.zionamor.org/
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El. J. Elucidates 

“Anything you can do I can do 
better.  I can do anything 
better than you.”  “No, you 
can’t.”  “Yes, I can.”  “No, you 

can’t.”  “Yes, I can.”  “No, you can’t.”  “Yes, I 
can.”  “Yes, I can.”  “Yes, I can.”  These lyrics 
from the musical, Annie Get Your Gun, are 
between Anne Oakley and Frank Butler.  They 
are also an accurate depiction of our world 
today. The lyrics begin as a reasonable 
disagreement over abilities and quickly escalate 
to the point where one of the singers is simply 
singing louder than the other.  Repeating 
something loudly does not make it the truth.  
Boasting that one is better does not make it so. 
In Luke chapter 18: 9-14 Jesus shares a parable 
that directly addresses this issue.  A Pharisee is 
thanking God.  Thanking God is a good thing.  
We should all do it.  The Pharisee however does 
more than just say thank you.  The Pharisee 
thanks God that he, the Pharisee, is superior to 
other people.  The Pharisee’s prayer of thanks is 
in actuality a put down of those around him.  
Just because the Pharisee purports to be 
superior does not make it so.   
What the Pharisee is doing is boasting based on 
a human perspective not a heavenly 
perspective.  The Pharisee is evaluating himself 
and others based on flawed criteria.  The 
Pharisee’s trust in in self and not God.  While he 
is talking to God, he is not listening to God.  
Rather the Pharisee is impressed with his own 
voice, his own importance.  Too often today 
while we are talking to God, we are not listening 
to Him.  We are impressed with our own 
importance. 
Isaiah, David, Paul, and others writing in the 
Bible frequently remind us that as humans we 
have nothing to boast about.  I looked in an 
online concordance and found over 40 
references relating to boasting.  In every case I 
looked at, I was reminded that this world isn’t 
about me or any other self-important human.  It 
is about what we have received from God.  
Everything we have, everything we are, pales in 
comparison to what God has provided us.     

This month we celebrate Easter.  Christ 
crucified; Christ risen.  I proudly boast that 
despite the fact that I am a sinner, God loved me 
so much that he sent Jesus to take my sins.  
Jesus carried my sins to the cross.  My sins 
caused Jesus to suffer and die.  When Jesus left 
the tomb on Easter morning my sins were left 
behind and I am a redeemed sinner, justified by 
the Faith God gives me through the Holy Spirit.   
Without God, I am nothing!  That is something to 
boast about. 
Thank You Notes 

 The confirmation students who assisted 

with the Lenten services 

 Those who made and provided soup, 

bread, etc. for the Lenten soup suppers 

 Those who served the Lenten suppers   

 Our Action team leaders for coordinating 

our Sunday morning monthly volunteer 

activities 

 Those who bake our communion bread 

and set up for our communion services 

 The quilters 

 The speakers who gave the messages 

during our Lenten services 

 Those who have shared their “road to 

Zion”.  What a blessing they have given 

our congregation by sharing their stories 

at the adult forums 
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As this article is being written our world is in the 
grasp of the coronavirus.  Cardinal Dolan stated 
we are not to worry but be cautious as we are in 
God’s hands.  It reminds us of the statement 
"This, too, will pass.”. 
As of now, our plans are to have God’s Acres 
facilities ready for the public on May 1.  Time will 
dictate the actual date.  A couple new things that 
will be in place by that date will be a Community 
Garden wash sink and the “Amor international 
Drone Airport”.  Bring your drones and fly from 
Amor to Greenland, United Kingdom, Egypt, 
India, Japan and Hawaii. 
Hopefully by Memorial Day you will be able to 
visit the Veterans Family tribute.  This has been 
a dream that is coming together to honor all 
those involved in the past, present and future 
military service to our country.  Orders for 
honoree naming bricks may be placed through 
the church office.  
New and exciting ideas are being presented 
every year to God’s Acres Team.  Some never 
germinate, but other grow into maturity.  What 
the future brings, no one knows, but if we are 
diligent in keeping the God’s Acres vision, its 
mission will grow for the glory of God and its 
people. 

 
 

 

Library News 
April 2, 1: 30  p.m., book discussion- 
Cancelled 

 So many things have changed in our lives 
recently, and much of it tends to keep us closer to 
home with time to spend and possibly a need to find 
something to fill that time. Of course the shelves of 
Zion library have Easter devotions and children’s 
Easter books and movies. 
 Reasearch has found some other ideas to 
share:Classroommagazines.scholastic.com is a 
website by scholastic company with age appropriate 
activities. 
 Get some grass seed and start something 
green in a pot in the house. It may be up in no time 
and fun to watch how much it grows from day to day. 
Just water it. Only cut it if you have the need for a 
smooth flat surface. If you have a cat, it may be a 
treat to chew. 

 Try a new board game or puzzle, or teach 
someone else your favorite game or puzzle. It will be 
a fun memory for this weird time in life. 
 Try a dress up day, make costumes and 
stretch your mind to act out a play or situation 
comedy. Play Where is the toilet paper instead of 
where is Waldo? Try different endings to your 
situation comedy for each audience. Are you 
musical? Think of songs that can go with your story. 
 This could be a great time to sort through 
your toys and games and share what are not 
favorites with someone else. The bonus is you will 
have shared and found space to enjoy what you like 
best. 
 And, very important, keep those school skills 
fresh. Keep working on what was started so you 
don’t get behind. 
 After the inside activities, get some fresh air. 
Walk the dog, see if the pussy willows are blooming 
and what is poking through the ground with new life. 
Can you fly a kite? What birds have migrated to MN? 
At a library nearby, the librarian slipped and fell on 
the floor because she was in the non-friction section. 
I just finished a fascinating book. “Everything You 
Ever Wanted to Know About Centipedes.” It was 
good but had too many footnotes. (Courtesy of th 
Ocala FL newspaper) 
 May book discussion will be The Inheritance 
by Dani Shapiro.  Join us on Thursday, May 7, at 
1:30 p.m.Lowell Wilcox is the leader. There are 2 
copies from our library and other usual sources are 
available. 
 Let’s all keep calm and make the best of new 
opportunities to stretch our imaginations to the best 
of our abilities. AND try to help others who may need 
a little uplift at this time with that imagination. Pray, 
meditate and help others do the same. 
 Your Library team at Zion… and Sharon 
Fleischauer 
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Zion Lutheran Church of Amor,  

Thank you so much for the Prayer shawls 

you made for LB Hospice in Fergus Falls. 

Our residents and patients love them! It’s 

comforting for them to know your care. 

LB Homes, Titus Christianson 

 

Dear Members of Zion, 

Thank you for allowing me to experience 

this amazing country. I am so greatful for 

supporting me in the chance to go so last 

minute. 

My favorite place to see was West Haven 

and the kids. The community and love the 

kids have is such a beautiful thing to 

witness. At the dedication of the jabode 

house, you could see the joy and how 

grateful the family and community 

surrounding the home was. 

I can also inform you that all those butter 

braids we sell go to an amazing place. 

Thank you for supporting me with the 

information, money and support. Mission 

Jamaica was one of the best experiences 

I have had and you supplied me with this 

opportunity of my lifetime. I can not even 

begin to express how much gratitude I 

have and thank you all for all you did. 

Sincerely, Laiken Bladow 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Everyone who contributed food or money 

to the food pantries during the month of 

March 

 Confirmation students for helping with the 

Lenten services 

 Those who made the soup, brought the 

bread and milk, served our Lenten 

suppers   

 Those who set up communion, make the 

bread and serve communion 

 Everyone who picks up after themselves 

 Everyone who supported the Equal 

Exchange Awareness Sunday 

 Those who make the prayer shawls and 

pocket sized prayer shawls 

 Those that are providing care and 

meeting needs to those affected by the 

Coronavirus 
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NAMETAGS! 
 

Zion is a diverse community 
of God’s people.  On any 

given Sunday, there are year-around members, 
snow birds, seasonal visitors and guests.  As 
Zion is committed to being a welcoming place, 

nametags are now available for Sunday 
Mornings – so we can greet each other by 

name.   
With a generous donation, council support and 
hard work on the New Member team, the name 

tags are ready to use.  They are in the 
narthex/lobby as you head into the fellowship 

hall.   
If your name is wrong or you have somehow 

been missed, let the office know.  In the 
meantime, feel free to use the nametag stand to 

write out a nametag for yourself! The blank 
nametags are in the basket.   

Thank you! 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Signs of spring 
by TheOdysseyOnline.com 
 

We all know what spring looks like according to 
our elementary school teachers-- April showers 
bring May flowers. However, this is not always 
true in Minnesota… Spring is by far the hardest 
season to recognize in Minnesota, but here are 
some tell-tale signs that spring has sprung. 

1. No matter the temperature outside, guys 
will start to wear shorts. 
It doesn't matter if it is basketball shorts or 
khakis, as soon as the sun is out, so are the 
thighs. This might seem absurd to other states... 
but you see, during winter the temperatures get 
below zero, so anything above freezing seems 
incredibly hot. 
 
2. Snow becomes sleet, and occasionally 
rain. 
Yes, it still kind of snows in Minnesota in spring. 
One day it will be raining, and the next we will 
have to turn on our defrosters again. But, we 
start to see snow less and less. Good riddance-- 
seven months of snow is too many anyway. 
3. The temperature is finally above freezing. 
After months in the frozen tundra, Minnesota 
becomes a little less frozen. We may only get up 
to 50 degrees in the spring, but we will take what 
ever we can get. 
 
4. There's always one guy that takes his boat 
out as soon as the water thaws. 
In Minnesota, if there's no ice, lakes are fair 
game. Some people do the polar plunge while 
others take out their kayaks. But, there is always 
one guy that thinks it is a good idea to launch his 
boat as soon as the ice is gone… So, there is 
always that one boat that is sitting in the middle 
of a lake…  
 
5. Expect radical changes in the weather. 
Minnesota cannot make up its mind. One week 
we will have sunny, clear skies with a high in the 
mid fifties, and another week we will have sleet 
with a wind chill cold enough to make the temp 
drop back down to the mid thirties. The weather 
is extremely unpredictable, and most times 
random, but we stay hopeful that it will improve 
soon. 
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Council Corner 
 
Name: Lucy  Roberts 
Years on Council:  1 
Church Member:  35 years 
 
Church Family, 

Recently I had the opportunity to vacation with 

family in sunny cape Coral, Florida. My sister in 

law being a realtor wanted to tour some of the 

model homes. So off we go. after spending a 

lovely morning walking through some very 

beautiful homes, I decided very quickly that I 

could never move very far from where I am living 

right now. 

The reason being was FAMILY!! When I moved 

here 41 years ago I had no family or friends. I 

felt very alone, but it wasn’t until I started going 

to the Amor church that I felt like I belonged to a 

family. A real Church Family. 

I know everyone laughs and jokes about sitting 

in “their pew”, but for me, when I don’t see 

someone in their usual spot, I get a bit 

concerned as to where they might be/ 

Having a Church family over the years has come 
to mean a lot to me. When my father passed 
away it surprised me how may people from 
church reached out with cards and condolences 
and then again most recently when my sister  
 

passed away. Not to mention when Bob and I 

went through some health issues, it was our 

Church family that was there with prayers of 

healing along with support. 

Going to church is important but have a Church  

Family is such an added bonus!! 

Jesus is my Savior, Lucy Roberts 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

The child and his mother: 
 

A curious child asked his mother: “Mommy, why 
are some of your hairs turning grey?” 
 

The mother tried to use this occasion to teach 
her child: “It is because of you, dear. Every bad 
action of yours will turn one of my hairs grey!” 
 

The child replied innocently: “Now I know why 
grandmother has only grey hairs on her head.” 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9 

     ZION AMOR CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor.............. James O. Gronbeck 
President ....................Orlynn Rinke 
VP…..……............Dean Greenwaldt 
Secretary.................Denise Arntson 
Treasurer...................Rusty Haskins 
Office Manager…...…Lynn Melchior 
Office Assistant………….Lynn Cave 
Education Coordinator. El J Arntson 
Cleaning……………..Karen Umland  

 

This newsletter is sent monthly to 

members and friends of Zion for the 

purpose of information and 

inspiration. 

 

 
 

Funny Farm 
          Our farm borders a main 
highway, and my husband and I 
wage a perpetual battle to keep 
our cows from heading for 
greener pastures across the 
road.  

One evening, as I 
slogged along the perimeter of 
our property looking for loose 
fencing, I saw a neighbor, also a 
farmer. 
         His greeting sent me on 
my rounds with a lighter step. “I 
see,” he said, “you’re Secretary 
of DeFence tonight!” 


