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ZION’S MISSION STATEMENT 
We are claimed, gathered, and 

sent forth to serve and witness in 
Jesus’ name. 

 

ZION’S VISION STATEMENT 
Zion is a welcoming church where 
all people will experience a vibrant 

lifelong journey in faith through 
worship, education, mission and 

service. 

 

 
 

Quilt Sunday 
April 28th 

The quilters have worked 
for months creating quilts 

for those in need.  Come 
worship God among their 

creations! 
 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 
Saturday, April 6th at 8:00 a.m. 

at Zion of Amor. 
Bring a friend and/or neighbor! 
------------------------------------------ 
 

Dreams for Kids/Make-A-
Wish Silent Auction 
Dreams for Kids is the local 
fundraising arm of Make-A-
Wish. Funding local wishes is a 
tall order as wishes can cost as 
much as $10,000.00.  YOU 
have the opportunity to support 
local wish children thru the 
Silent Auction at Zion 
March 31st thru April 7th.  The 
gift baskets and silent auction 
items will be outside the office 
door.  Any donations for the 
silent auction are welcome. 
 

HAM BINGO at Zion! 
Sunday, April 7th   at noon 

benefiting Dreams for 
Kids/Make A Wish.  An Amor 

Pork ham will be given away to 
the BINGO winner at each of 

the 20 games! 
 
Free will offering lunch starts 
prior to BINGO at 11:30 a.m. 
benefiting the students planning 
on attending Mission Jamaica 
2020.  

 
 
 

 

 
Palm Sunday   April 14th  

10:00 a.m. service with Zion 
Choir and Sunday School 
Children singing. 
 

Maundy Thursday  
Seder Meal          April 18th  

 6:00 p.m. in Zion fellowship 
hall. 
 

Good Friday     April 19th 

2:00 p.m. Good Friday Service 
at Eagle Lake Lutheran.  Zion 
Choir will be singing! 
 

Easter Sunday  

Our services will be: 
7:00 a.m.  Contemporary  
                 Sunrise service 
8:30 a.m. Traditional Service 
10:00 a.m. Traditional Service 
7:45 – 9:45 a.m.  Easter  
      Breakfast  

 

 
 
 Easter Peace:  It does not mean to be in a place where there is 

no noise, trouble or hard work.  It means to be in the midst of 
those things and still be calm in your heart.                                  
Author Unknown 
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FROM THE OFFICE 
 

Offices will be closed 
on Monday, April 
22nd in honor of 

Easter.  
 

Snowbirds, please advise the 
office of your return date.  
Thanks! 
 

Looking ahead……. 
Last day of Sunday School is 

May 12th, Pancake Breakfast is 
Sun., May 26th.   

 

Scholarships for summer 
camps are available thru the 
Foundation.  To apply, drop off 
a copy of the camp registration 
to Pastor Jim or the office. 

                

 POCKET SIZE 
PRAYER SHAWLS 

 The Prayer Shawl 
Ministry Team has Pocket Size 
Prayer Shawls available during 
Lent in the Narthex. These 5 
inch Prayer Shawls are perfect 
for including in a card or to carry 
with you to share with anyone 
who has a need. A perfect way 
to witness and share your faith 

during Lent! 
 

Our Sympathy…. 
 

*To Ardyce Albright and family 
on the death of Larry.  Larry  
passed away on March 3rd.  
*To the family and friends of 

Francis Sherman who died on 
March 8th.  

  *To the family and friends of 
Corrine Astrup who died 

 March 15th.  

 
A cloudy day is no match for a 

sunny disposition. 
~ W. A. Ward. 

 

Mark your Calendars: 
2 services at Zion of Amor start 
May 12th and continue through 

September 15th  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

RUTH CIRCLE  
Members are encouraged to join 
other Circles in April.  The next 
Ruth Circle will meet next on 
Thursday, May 9th at 1:30 p.m. 
at Zion in the Gathering Room. 
  

MARY CIRCLE will meet 
Wed., April 10th at 1:30 p.m.  
at Zion.   
 
COMMUNION – Mary Circle 
April 7st and 21st. 
 

DORCAS CIRCLE will meet at  
9:00 a.m. on Wednesday, 
April 3th at Zion. 
 

SARAH CIRCLE will meet at  
11:00 a.m. on April 7th  in the 
Gathering Room at Zion. 
 

WELCA General Meeting 
Wed., April 17th at 1:30 p.m. 

Hosted by Mary Circle. 
------------------------------------------- 
WELCA Spring Conference 7 

Gathering 
Mon., April 29th 

 “Sprinkling God’s Love” 
Equine Assisted Psychotherapy 

Zion of Amor 
Cost $10 

Registration at 4:30 p.m. 

 
PRAYER REQUESTS 

Have a prayer request?  Call the 
prayer chain:   

Bob Roberts 495-3524, 
 Barb Bjorgo 495-2152, and 
Yvonne Erickson 495-3321  

CONFIRMATION 
 

Wednesday, April 3th 

After Church. No Snacks 
 

Wednesday, April 10th 
After Church. No Snacks  

 
Thursday, April 18th 

Seder Meal at 6:00 p.m. 

 
OTC YOUTH EVENTS 

"Faith n' Films" (We'll watch a 
classic film and see how God 
speaks through even the most 

well-known stories.) Sun.,  
April 14th at 6:30 p.m. at Zion 

All ages welcome. 
 

            Urban Immersion 
                 April 26th- 28th  
Learning and engaging people 
from diverse socio-economic 
backgrounds in Minneapolis, 

MN. For more information see 
Pastor Jim.    

 
 

ZION BOOK DISCUSSIONS  
The Pecan Man by Selleck 

Thursday, April 4th at 1:30 p.m. 
 
 

16For God so loved the world 
that he gave his only Son, so 
that everyone who believes in 
him may not perish but may 
have eternal life.   John 3:16 

 
New Member Sunday is 

May 19th  
 

If you or anyone you know is 
interested in joining, please 

contact the office (495-2563) 
or Pastor Jim.    

------------------------------------- 
 

Failure isn’t falling down, 
 its staying down. 
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Pastor’s Paragraphs 
 

Dear Members and Friends, 
 If you happen to have 
been at worship on Ash 
Wednesday, hopefully you 

noticed that Lynn Melchior, our Office Manager, 
gave the sermon.  And she did a great job!  Lynn 
has been taking Lay Ministry classes from 
Luther Seminary at various places over the past 
few years.  She is working toward her Lay 
Ministry Certificate.    
 The Lay Ministry Certificate will prepare 
Lynn to preach and lead worship as a supply 
pastor in our congregation and in other 
congregations.  She has led worship and 
preached for me once before when I took a 
vacation Sunday.   
 We are very fortunate to have two 
persons who can lead in this capacity: El J 
Arntson is also a Lay Ministry leader.  He has 
preached and led worship here other times 
when I’ve been on vacation.  It is really exciting 
to see Lynn branch out in this way and I applaud 
her determination and skills as she finishes up 
her course work for her Certificate and uses 
more of the skills God gave her to share Christ’s 
love in this way!   
 Ask Lynn more about her plans and 
ideas!    
  
 As I mentioned last month, our Lenten 
Services are concentrating on various social 
service ministries that we support at Zion.  Even 
though a storm cancelled a speaker on Hospice, 
we spent time in worship talking about our 
experiences with Hospice.  We have also had 
Babs Coler, Development Director from 
Churches United for the Homeless in Moorhead 
speak on March 20th.  The Salvation Army 
leader, Lt. Anthony from Fergus Falls spoke on 
March 27th.   
 Coming up April 3rd will be the Mobile 
Mental Health Crisis Response Team out of 
Fergus Falls, and Mr. Stan Carignam from 
Habitat For Humanity will round out the 
speakers on April 10th.   
 Of course we precede our worship with 
our wonderful variety of your homemade soups 
at our Soup Suppers.  

 Come enjoy and learn more about our 
ministry and discover some new avenues for 
help in our area.   
 On another note, I am wondering if there 
is interest in arranging a trip to watch a 
Minnesota Twins game this summer.  If you are 
interested talk with me so I can get an idea of 
interest. 
   In Christ’s Service, 
   Pastor Jim    
--------------------------------------------------------------- 
GRADUATING SENIORS….going to college?   

Apply for a Zion Foundation scholarship 
by June 1st.  This includes trade schools and 

other higher education schools.  Contact any 
Foundation Board Member or the office at 495-
2563 for more information. 
 
 

“We don't ever grow from taking 
action we've always taken…” 

Dr. Lickerman, Psychology Today 
 
The Living Our Faith Team would like to invite 
you to the kickoff Sunday for “Living Our Faith” 
on May 5th during the 10:00 a.m. service.   
 
Living Our Faith is a new team here at Zion.  It 
replaces the Stewardship Team – which got 
bogged down focusing only on financial giving.   
 
Living Our Faith focuses instead on Stewardship 
as a way of life – made up of hundreds of 
decisions we make each day.   It is about 
nurturing your relationship with Jesus, sharing 
your gifts and being a community.  
 
The ‘ask’ part of Living Our Faith is related to 
nurturing your life and supporting your 
community.  It focuses on your choices in 
response to God’s love and mercy.  It is about  
honoring God with all that God has given you. 
 
How will you choose to grow closer to God?  
How do your daily choices reflect 
your faith? How will you support 
Zion? How do you share your 
faith? 
 
Come and listen.     
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 El. J. Elucidates 

 
I graduated from High School 
50 years ago this spring.  
When I graduated, I had 
dreams of a career that paid 

me lots of money for not very much work.  I 
thought I knew what I wanted from life.  I was so 
naïve.  What I believed at the time to be 
important has turned out to be insignificant.  
Thankfully, I am not the person that I was when I 
was in high school.   

Growing up in Moorhead, Minnesota at Our 
Savior’s Lutheran Church, I was one of the few 
who attended Sunday school through my senior 
year in high school.  I seldom missed a Sunday.  
I loved going and discussing the theological 
issues of the world with my classmates and 
trying to convince them that the only one that 
understood what God wanted was me!  
Thankfully, I am not the person that I was when I 
was in high school.   

Truthfully, when I was younger, I was very law 
oriented.  If there were rules, they were there for 
a reason, and they should be followed to the 
letter.  The laws had been put in place by people 
who were more important than I was so what 
they legislated must be correct.  I graded myself 
and those around me on a scale that was based 
100% on merit.  I may not have been perfect, 
but I was better than *______*.  There was no 
room for Grace in my life.  Thankfully, I am not 
the person that I was when I was in high school.   

Somewhere in my college years, Grace 
discovered me.  I suddenly understood that 
while I was a sinner and not worthy of grace; in 
God’s eyes, I was worthy of salvation.  Stranger 
still was that others were also, in God’s eyes, 
worthy of salvation.  Who Knew?  Martin Luther 
knew.  He found the answers to his own 
theological struggles in the Bible.  He found a 
God of mercy.   

The God of mercy is everywhere in the Bible.  
From the very beginning when Adam and Eve 
sinned, humankind deserved death.  Again and 
again, God has forgiven sins and given us 
another opportunity.  Throughout the Old 
Testament, God promised that He would send a 

Messiah to save His people.  This month, we 
celebrate the death of that Messiah and His 
resurrection.  The God of Mercy has saved our 
sinful souls.   

***** A recommendation for Passion Week 
reading – The Ragman by the Reverend Walt 
Wangerin.  This story reads in 5 to 10 minutes 
and illuminates Jesus in a very understandable 
light.   It’s also available in a you tube video  

~~El. J. 

ADULT FORUMS 
 

Sunday, April 14  NO FORUM/ Palm Sunday   
 

Sunday, April 28 at 9:15 a.m. 
Topic:  The Art of Fishing 
Presenter:  Ross Hagemeister 

 
HARVEST COMMUNITY GARDEN 

It’s time to reserve your garden space. If  you 
had garden space last summer,  your space is 

already reserved for this season. (Jerry 
Peterson, Alicia Draeger, Kelly Hagemeister, 

Zion, Deb Ness, Jerry & Laurie Kadrre 
To reserve your garden space contact Lynn 

Cave, 641-373-6021, iasewtaquilter@gmail.com 

-------------------------------------------------------
Empty Bowls Community Fundraiser 

M State Fergus Falls 
 

Thurs., April 25       11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
Guests will be served soup in a handmade 

ceramic bowl of their choice in exchange for a 
minimum donation of $18. The bowls are taken 

home by guests to symbolize all the empty 
bowls in the world. 

 

Sunday School 
Schedule 
 
April 7th –Sunday School 
April 14th - Sunday School –
Children Sing during service  

April 21st  – NO Sunday School as we celebrate 
EASTER!  
April 28th – Sunday School; Teacher 
Appreciation Day – Children sing during service. 
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Musically Speaking:  The 
Remarkable Musician, Jon Batiste 

 

Late Saturday afternoon on March 15th, I was 
driving home from a speech meet in Perham and 
listening to MPR/KCCD. Shortly after I started south 
on Highway 78, the variety radio show Live From 
Here, which replaced A Prairie Home Companion in 
October 2016, was broadcast live from the Fitzgerald 
Theater in St. Paul. The host, mandolinist Chris 
Thile, was touring New England with his band, so the 
show had a substitute. When the announcer 
introduced Jon Batiste, I knew my already good day 
was about to become a great day! 

If you’re a night person at all, you may be 
familiar with Jon Batiste as the director of the house 
band, Stay Human, on The Late Show with Stephen 
Colbert. It’s the typical “after the news, weather, and 
sports” show known for its parodies, jokes, 
interviews of politicians and celebrities, and musical 
guests. What many don’t know are the many talents 
of musician, composer, and Juilliard School 
graduate, Jon Batiste.  

 

 
 
Batiste grew up in a musical family from 

Louisiana. At eight, he started playing percussion 
and drums with the Batiste Brothers Band and 
realized it’s the “pulse” of music that gives every 
song rhythm and forward momentum 
(http://www.startribune.com/stephen-colbert-s-bandleader-jon-

batiste-hosts-live-from-here-at-the-fitz/507148332/). When he 
switched to piano at age eleven, he studied classical 
music but played only by ear. His teacher would play 
each song for him, so he “had a workaround.” He’d 
memorize the sounds so he could reproduce them 
well enough to practice at home. At his first classical 
music competition, Batiste said, “I played Bach’s 
Invention No. 13 in A minor and pretended to look at 
the sheet music the whole time, but I was playing it 
by ear. Because I learned to use my ear at such an 
early age, there were no rules or boundaries 
separating the different types of music that I loved. 
So I could combine them all and improvise and let 
my imagination run free” (https://www.livefromhere. 
org). At this point of the broadcast, Batiste played 
that marvelous Bach Invention, beginning with solo 
acoustic piano and eventually adding in strings, reed 
instruments, drums, drum brushes, and more. He 

loves to change the emotion of a song by slowing it 
down or “taking a chord out here and there. I call it a 
reimagining of it” (startribune.com). 

After the above piece, Batiste talked about 
being introduced to the music of Thelonious Monk, 
an American jazz pianist and composer. However, 
since Batiste was young and people talked fast, “for 
years, I thought his name was ‘the loneliest monk.’” 
At that point, the audience laughed, and I started 
laughing aloud in the car. During his Juilliard years, 
Batiste discovered “that Thelonious Monk had 
perfected the sound I was going for -- in my head -- 
fifty years ago! But music can connect you to your 
kindred spirits across time, life, and death” 
(livefromhere).  

One of his well-known songs is “Let God 
Lead,” which exhibits Batiste’s Christian upbringing. 
He states, “... the thought in the Bible and 
Christianity, and the spirit within that, is one of the 
guiding principles in my life. Talk about purpose and 
it's rooted there. For me those lyrics, for instance, 
when we play live and people are singing together, 
it's hard not to love that person singing next to you” 
(https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2016/julaug/jon-
batiste.html). 

 At age thirty-two, he’s led music clinics for 
young people, toured over forty countries, performed 
with Prince, released eleven albums, and conducted 
a performance of his original jazz, choral, and 
orchestral music at Carnegie Hall. He loves “leading 
his band (and audiences) up, out of their seats, and 
into the streets for riotous open-air jam 
sessions....Whatever I do with music I try to make it 
align deeply with the values and principles of who I 
am and what I believe the purpose of my life is” 
(http://gothamist. com/2015/06/19/jon_batiste_interview.php). 

Currently, he is busy drawing people into music. So 
stay tuned; there’s going to be more from the 
remarkable Jon Batiste. 

~ Sandra Sedivy 

 
 

 
The May book discussion will be 

on Thursday, May 2 @ 1:30 p.m.  For 
the May discussion we will be reading 
The End of Your Life Book Club by Will 
Schwalbe.   

This is an inspiring story of a son 
and his dying mother, who form a book 

club that brings them together as her life comes to a 
close.  This book is also about the joy of reading, 
and the ways that joy is multiplied when we share it 
with others.  Copies of the book are available in the 
library.  When you sign the book out, please return 
within two weeks.  Please join us on May 2nd . 
 

http://www.startribune.com/stephen-colbert-s-bandleader-
http://www.startribune.com/stephen-colbert-s-bandleader-
https://www.livefromhere.org/
https://www.livefromhere.org/
https://www.livefromhere.org/
http://gothamist.com/2015/06/10/late_show_jon_batiste_williamsburg.php
http://gothamist.com/2015/06/10/late_show_jon_batiste_williamsburg.php
http://gothamist.com/2015/06/10/late_show_jon_batiste_williamsburg.php
http://gothamist.com/2015/06/19/jon_batiste_interview.php
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Library News 
 

April book discussion:  The Pecan Man 
by Cassie Selleck.    Thursday April 4, 1:30.  
This book was originally planned for February, 
Black History month.  The story takes place in 
the south and the relationship amongst the 
characters of the town are ripe for discussion 
related to racism and respect for our fellow man 
on several levels.  If you read the book and 
thought you felt there needed to be a sequel – 
you are in luck.  The Truth About Grace,  follows 
with Ora Lee telling the truth after the pecan 
man dies in prison after serving time for a crime 
he did not commit.  Some have compared this 
author to Harper Lee and the story, To Kill a 
Mockingbird. 

Candice Simar has been a popular  
author to Zion readers and many attended her 
personal appearance here.   We have many of 
her books and offer them for your enjoyment.  
She will be the guest speaker Monday, April 8, 
7:00 p.m. at the Perham Public library.  It is a 
free event sponsored by the Friends of the 
Perham library.   

Our county Master Gardener annual 
horticultural days are complete, some are 
stimulated by the programs they heard, and 
anxious to see the snow melt so seeds can be 
sowed and plants planted. 

Plant a Pocket of Prairie,  by Phyllis Root, 
with illustrations by Betsy Bowen teaches 
children about the prairie ecosystem.  The 
plants, birds, bugs, and animals all rely on one 
another.  And that system affects human life as 
well.  We are encouraged to plant native and the 
reasons are visually explained as well as 
verbally.  More and more we are made aware of 
our food sources and how plants and animals 
are raised and how it ultimately relates to human 
health and well-being.   Read this book with your 
children and or grandchildren for a good 
discussion opportunity.   Then take a trip to 
Prairie Wetlands for a nice outdoor experience. 

And Then He Called My Name:  The 
Tragedy and Triumph of the Cross Like You’ve 
Never Experienced It Before, by Richard Exley 
is a Holy Week description of the Crucifixion in 
twelve chapters from the point of view of twelve 
mortal people. 

The Very First Easter, by Paul Maier is a 
lovely book to share with a child for the season 
of the year. 

Find books for any season or reason in 
your Zion library. 
 
The Library Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Bob & Lucy Roberts for donating the 

sausage for the “Fat Tuesday on 

Sunday”, Sunday school celebration   

 The teachers and students who helped 

prepare the pancakes 

 Daidre Sullivan for organizing the Butter 

Braid fund raiser 

 The Sunday school students for collecting 

the noisy offering 

 Everyone who contributed food or money 

to the food pantries during the month of 

March 

 Confirmation students for helping with the 

Lenten services 

 Those who spoke with the confirmation 

students about Christian music 

 Those who made the soup, brought the 

bread and milk, served our Lenten 

suppers   

 Those who set up communion, make the 

bread and serve communion 

 Everyone who picks up after themselves 

 Scott Swartz for finding and fixing our 

network errors that caused the staff’s 

printer disruption 

 Everyone who supported the Equal 

Exchange Awareness Sunday 

 Those who make the prayer shawls and 

pocket sized prayer shawls 

 Those that worked diligently in the 

sanctuary and narthex fixing the 

sheetrock cracks 



7 

Editor’s Thoughts….. 

“Life is not fair!” I yell at my cat.  The cat simply 
purrs and ignores my complaint.   Sigh.   It is still 
Lent.  And I am still working on forgiveness of 
the person who hurt me deeply.   

It took me a while to say the words in my mind “I 

forgive you”.  But I finally did.  After living with 

the idea for a while, I said (and truly meant) 

those magic words.  It actually surprised me 

when I said those words because I wasn’t 

consciously thinking of forgiveness.  It just 

happened.  Am I just that forgetful?  Why would 

my thoughts surprise me?  

 I’m hoping it is the Holy Spirit working within me 

and not some split personality showing up.  

Actually, I am comforted that the Holy Spirit 

helps me – this forgiveness stuff is hard.  

Without the Holy Spirit, forgiveness would be 

like trying to shovel 12” of snow off a driveway 

with a garden trowel.  It can be done but not 

easily.   

How in the world does God do it?  So many 

people, so many sins….Doesn’t He get 

frustrated?  Resentful even?  BUT Jesus’ death 

on the cross shows us he loves us more than 

any possible frustrations or resentments.  God is 

amazing.  

That bitter chunk of resentment in my soul broke 

apart when I chose to forgive.  As I release my 

grip on those chunks I feel better - Lighter in 

spirit; cleaner.  I still feel hurt at times – 

especially when the behavior resurfaces.  But 

my emotions will eventually get the memo about 

forgiveness.  I have to recognize I can’t control 

this person.  I have to accept that they are who 

they are.  I cannot take their actions and 

behaviors personally.  I can turn this person over 

to God.   

God forgives us and even initiates the 

forgiveness.  For that I am grateful.  

 Working on living my faith, Lynn Melchior 

    Signs of spring 
by TheOdysseyOnline.com 
 

We all know what spring looks like according to 
our elementary school teachers-- April showers 
bring May flowers. However, this is not always 
true in Minnesota… Spring is by far the hardest 
season to recognize in Minnesota, but here are 
some tell-tale signs that spring has sprung. 

1. No matter the temperature outside, guys 
will start to wear shorts. 
It doesn't matter if it is basketball shorts or 
khakis, as soon as the sun is out, so are the 
thighs. This might seem absurd to other states... 
but you see, during winter the temperatures get 
below zero, so anything above freezing seems 
incredibly hot. 
 
2. Snow becomes sleet, and occasionally 
rain. 
Yes, it still kind of snows in Minnesota in spring. 
One day it will be raining, and the next we will 
have to turn on our defrosters again. But, we 
start to see snow less and less. Good riddance-- 
seven months of snow is too many anyway. 
 
3. The temperature is finally above freezing. 
After months in the frozen tundra, Minnesota 
becomes a little less frozen. We may only get up 
to 50 degrees in the spring, but we will take what 
ever we can get. 
 
4. There's always one guy that takes his boat 
out as soon as the water thaws. 
In Minnesota, if there's no ice, lakes are fair 
game. Some people do the polar plunge while 
others take out their kayaks. But, there is always 
one guy that thinks it is a good idea to launch his 
boat as soon as the ice is gone… So, there is 
always that one boat that is sitting in the middle 
of a lake…  
 
5. Expect radical changes in the weather. 
Minnesota cannot make up its mind. One week 
we will have sunny, clear skies with a high in the 
mid fifties, and another week we will have sleet 
with a wind chill cold enough to make the temp 
drop back down to the mid thirties. The weather 
is extremely unpredictable, and most times 
random, but we stay hopeful that it will improve 
soon. 
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Council Corner 
 
Name: Tom Verhelst 
Years on Council:  2 
Church Member:  20 years 
 
My wife Karen & I have been members of Zion 

for approximately 20 years and have found Zion 

to be a healthy and welcoming church 

community.   

As we enter the Lenten season the Wednesday 

soup suppers are a great way to gather with 

fellow church members as well as learn about 

the various programs that are available to us at 

a time of need or volunteer opportunities.  The 

speakers that will be here this Lenten season 

are from Hospice, Churches United, Salvation 

Army, Mobile Mental Health Crisis Response, 

and Habitat For Humanity. 

As a board member we are constantly reviewing 

the budget and monitoring it to make sure that 

the monies we receive are spent wisely and for 

the greater good of all of our members. In order 

for the church to continue to offer the many 

programs and opportunities that it does a 

consistent and steady income is needed.  

Our income does drop both in the summer as 

regular members may not attend as often as 

well as the winter months when the snow birds 

are gone yet our expenses continue on.  In order 

for the church to continue to offer the many 

programs and opportunities that it does, a 

consistent and steady income is needed.  

Please consider Zion in your weekly budgeting 

and make your donations to Zion even if you are 

not here each Sunday and please remember all 

are welcome! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summary of Zion Council Minutes 
March 13, 2019 

These are not approved. 
 

Secretary’s Report: Motion to approve 
Secretary’s Report on January 9, 2019 and 
Special Ballot Seconded. Approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Motion to accept and 
include file for review. Seconded.  Approved.  
 
Committee and Team Reports:  See written 
reports. 
Pastoral Report: See written report. 
Business: 

 A Technology Assistance Policy was 
drafted on Jan. 31, 2019.  This policy 
covers what is expected when a tech 
support person is needed at the church 
for events such as weddings, funerals, 
etc. Motion approve the policy. Approved. 

 The Stewardship Team has changed their 
name to Living Our Faith Ministry. The 
team has developed a new mission, 
description and goal for the new year. 
Motion to approve the job description. 
Seconded. Approved. 

 Pastor Jim Gronbeck must fill out a 
Housing Allowance Form for tax 
purposes. Motion to approve Pastor Jim’s 
housing allowance at $15,000 for 2019. 
Seconded. Approved. 

 Maintenance projects for 2019 update: An 
estimate was given for cleaning all 
carpets in the church by McCarpet 
Cleaning. Motion to accept the estimate 
for carpet cleaning of $2,042. Seconded. 
Approved. 

 Vining church has decided it no longer 
wants membership in the OTC LYO 
organization. As 6 churches split the cost 
of having a youth ministry associate, this 
results in a shortfall. Discussion by 
council on the importance of keeping a 
youth group leader and a motion was 
made to spend up to an additional $100 a 
month along with our monthly rate to 
keep the youth ministry associate. 
Seconded. Approved. 

Meeting adjourned with the Lord's Prayer. 
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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH OF AMOR TREASURER’S REPORT   February 2019 
 

 February Year-to-date Annual Percent of 
  Actual Actual Budget Budget 

 Income 

 Sunday Offering  16,760.00  43,054.36  279,409.00  15.41 % 

 Special Offering  0.00  0.00  5,650.00  0.00 % 

 Other Income  39.32  607.03  1,420.00  42.75 % 
 
 Total Income  16,799.32  43,661.39  286,479.00  15.24 % 

 

 Expense 

 Our Benevolence  1,416.66  2,833.32  19,060.00  14.87 % 

 Missions  0.00  0.00  13,650.00  0.00 % 

 Pastoral Compensation  8,731.59  17,785.44  105,000.00  16.94 % 

 Pastoral Expense  191.40  502.97  5,800.00  8.67 % 

 New Members/Outreach  0.00  0.00  1,930.00  0.00 % 

 Education  1,711.60  3,039.13  25,163.00  12.08 % 

 Library  0.00  0.00  300.00  0.00 % 

 Music & Worship  975.12  1,940.54  21,111.00  9.19 % 

 Altar  70.86  70.86  400.00  17.72 % 

 Office Staff  6,488.76  13,134.20  45,913.00  28.61 % 

 Stephen Ministry  0.00  0.00  300.00  0.00 % 

 Office Expenses  997.57  2,405.63  14,625.00  16.45 % 

 Stewardship  0.00  0.00  600.00  0.00 % 

 Planning  0.00  0.00  1,110.00  0.00 % 

 Property Management  1,443.02  2,862.74  27,719.00  10.33 % 

 Maintenance & Repairs  135.85  135.85  2,957.00  4.59 % 

 Capital Improv/Emerg Op  0.00  0.00  841.00  0.00 % 
 
 Total Expense  22,162.43  44,710.68  286,479.00  15.61 % 
  
 Income Less Expense -5,363.11 -1,049.29  0.00 

==============================================================================
Attendance / Contributions        February 2018 / 2019 

 

2018 February 
 

2019 February 

Date Attendance Contributions 
 

Date Attendance Contributions 

4-Feb 140 $4,439.50 
 

3-Feb 119 $5,360.00 

11-Feb 113 $8,501.00 
 

10-Feb 115 $7,311.00 

Ash Wed 2-14 58 $293.00 
 

17-Feb 98 $2,559.00 

18-Feb 114 $2,376.00 
 

24-Feb 54 $1,704.00 

2-21 Lent 66 $199.00 
 

(Blizzard) 
 

  

25-Feb 91 $3,149.00 
   

  

2-28 Lent 65 $131.00 
 

  
 

  

TOTALS 647 $19,088.50 
 

TOTALS 386 $16,934.00 

Average Sundays 115 
  

Average Sundays 97 
  

Restricted Funds February 2019 
 Funeral                         1,000.00  , 
 Flowers                            104.82 
 Improvement Fund       5,289.23 
 Designated Giving        2,875.33 
 Food Shelf                       910.02 
 Sunday School             2,752.83 
 World Hunger                      0.00 
 Cemetery Fund                   0.00 
 Library Fund                  1,276.57          
 Memorials & Gifts         3,514.43 
 Music Fund                   3,249.24 

 Youth Group                        0.00 
 Found. Pass Thru              25.00 
 Sunday School Projects   182.18 
 Stephen Ministry           1,586.74 
 Fair Trade Coffee             379.00 
 Organ Fund                          0.00 
 Pancake Breakfast               0.00 
 God’s Acres                       45.00 
 Men’s Group Funds         257.82 
 Mission Jam Pass Thru   455.00 
 Twins Game                        0.00 
 Helping Hands              1,215.72 

 Missions                       360.00 
 Jamaica House          1,892.21 
 Technology                2,544.40 
Total                $29,915.54 
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ZION-AMOR CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor................. James O. Gronbeck 
President ................Dean Greenwaldt 
VP……..……………........ Orlynn Rinke 
Secretary.................Kelly Hagemeister 
Treasurer........................Rusty Haskins 
Office Manager……...…Lynn Melchior 
Office Assistant………..…..Lynn Cave 
Education Coordinator..…El J Arntson 
Choir and Contemporary 
Director……...............Sonja Holmgren 
Housekeeping…..…..…Karen Umland  

 
This newsletter is sent monthly to 

members and friends of Zion for the 

purpose of information and 

inspiration. 

 

 

 

VOLUNTEER 
APPRECIATION 

POTLUCK 
Sun., April 28 11:00 a.m. 

Zion Fellowship Hall 
 

Dust off your cookbooks! 
Troll the internet for new potluck 

receipes! 
Use up your Easter leftovers! 

 
Zion would not exist without 

volunteers  - so let’s celebrate 
them in a time honored Lutheran 

way! 
 

(You know you’re a Luthern 
when you keep a hotdish in the 

freezer in case of a potluck.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Funny Farm 
          Our farm borders a main 
highway, and my husband and I 
wage a perpetual battle to keep 
our cows from heading for 
greener pastures across the 
road.  

One evening, as I 
slogged along the perimeter of 
our property looking for loose 
fencing, I saw a neighbor, also a 
farmer. 
         His greeting sent me on 
my rounds with a lighter step. “I 
see,” he said, “you’re Secretary 
of DeFence tonight!” 


