
ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH OF AMOR 
36051 County Hwy 74, Battle Lake, MN 56515  

Church Office 218-495-2563  

Email: zionamoroffice@prtel.com        Website: www.zionamor.org 

 

Sunday, March 22, 2020 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 

 

ZION’S MISSION STATEMENT: We are claimed, gathered, and sent forth to serve 
 and witness in Jesus’ name. 

 
ZION’S VISION STATEMENT: Zion is a welcoming church where all people will experience a vibrant 

lifelong journey in faith through worship, education, mission and service. 
 

 

WELCOME! 

Prayer of the Day 
Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life and death for us, 
bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 First Reading: 1 Samuel 16:1-13 
Samuel anointed David even though he was the eighth-oldest son of Jesse and did not match his brothers 
in height or other physical characteristics. With the anointing came endowment with the Spirit of the LORD, 
designating David as the LORD’s chosen successor to Saul. 

The reading begins: 

1The LORD said to Samuel, "How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king over 
Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for 
myself a king among his sons." 2Samuel said, "How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me." And the 
LORD said, "Take a heifer with you, and say, 'I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.' 3Invite Jesse to the 
sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you." 
4Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet 
him trembling, and said, "Do you come peaceably?" 5He said, "Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the 
LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice." And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and 
invited them to the sacrifice.6When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, "Surely the LORD's 
anointed is now before the LORD." 7But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not look on his appearance or on 
the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look 
on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart." 8Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made 
him pass before Samuel. He said, "Neither has the LORD chosen this one." 9Then Jesse made Shammah 
pass by. And he said, "Neither has the LORD chosen this one." 10Jesse made seven of his sons pass 
before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, "The LORD has not chosen any of these." 11Samuel said to 
Jesse, "Are all your sons here?" And he said, "There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the 
sheep." And Samuel said to Jesse, "Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here." 12He 
sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said, 
"Rise and anoint him; for this is the one." 13Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the 
presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. 
Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.  

The word of our Lord. Thanks be to God. 

mailto:zionamoroffice@prtel.com
http://www.zionamor.org/
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Second Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14 
Because we now live in the divine light which is Jesus Christ, we conduct our lives in ways that reflect the 
light of Christ, so that our activity is truly pleasing to God. 

The reading begins: 

8For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light — 9for the fruit of 
the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take 
no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it is shameful even to mention 
what such people do secretly; 13but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14for everything that 
becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 
 "Sleeper, awake! 
 Rise from the dead, 
 and Christ will shine on you." 

The word of our Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Gospel: John 9:1-41 
Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards as spiritual blindness to the 
things of God. 

The Gospel reads: 

1As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this 
man or his parents, that he was born blind?" 3Jesus answered, "Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he 
was born blind so that God's works might be revealed in him. 4We must work the works of him who sent 
me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the 
world." 6When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud 
on the man's eyes, 7saying to him, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam" (which means Sent). Then he went 
and washed and came back able to see. 8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar 
began to ask, "Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?" 9Some were saying, "It is he." Others were 
saying, "No, but it is someone like him." He kept saying, "I am the man." 10But they kept asking him, "Then 
how were your eyes opened?" 11He answered, "The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, 
and said to me, 'Go to Siloam and wash.' Then I went and washed and received my sight." 12They said to 
him, "Where is he?" He said, "I do not know." 
13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a sabbath day when 
Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had 
received his sight. He said to them, "He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see." 16Some of 
the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath." But others said, 
"How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?" And they were divided. 17So they said again to the 
blind man, "What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened." He said, "He is a prophet." 
18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of 
the man who had received his sight 19and asked them, "Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How 
then does he now see?" 20His parents answered, "We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 
21but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of 
age. He will speak for himself." 22His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews 
had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the 
synagogue. 23Therefore his parents said, "He is of age; ask him." 
24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, "Give glory to God! 
We know that this man is a sinner." 25He answered, "I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do 
know, that though I was blind, now I see." 26They said to him, "What did he do to you? How did he open 
your eyes?" 27He answered them, "I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to 
hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?" 28Then they reviled him, saying, "You are his 
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disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we 
do not know where he comes from." 30The man answered, "Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know 
where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he 
does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since the world began has it been heard 
that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33If this man were not from God, he could do nothing." 
34They answered him, "You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?" And they drove him 
out. 
35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, "Do you believe in the Son of 
Man?" 36He answered, "And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him." 37Jesus said to him, 
"You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he." 38He said, "Lord, I believe." And he worshiped 
him. 39Jesus said, "I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those 
who do see may become blind." 40Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, "Surely we 
are not blind, are we?" 41Jesus said to them, "If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you 
say, 'We see,' your sin remains. 
The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you , O Christ. 

March 18, 2020 
 
Dear Members and Friends of Zion, 
 In a matter of two weeks our world has changed; in many ways it may never be the same.  Those 
words are hard to hear, they are also difficult to put to print.  As I said in my sermon March 15th, we never 
know what the future holds in store. The one constant in our lives is our faith.  The writer of Hebrews 
states: “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.” (Hebrews 13:8)  We can be confident that, 
in a world of seeming chaos, Jesus still rules.  He is our Savior and holds his people in His mighty arms.  
He will not let us go. Jesus will bring us safely through this storm as He did when He stilled the storm and 
walked on water to the disciples. 
 As it was true for the disciples, it is true for us:  we are frightened when things get out of our control.  
We worry, we fret, and we wonder what the future will bring amid so much uncertainty.  It is good to 
remember that Jesus is in control.  He will see us through the storm and bring us safely to shore.   
 In the meantime, we are called to do all we can to acknowledge the seriousness of this health crisis, 
COVID-19, as we live and serve as Christ’s disciples.  Our worship services are cancelled at least for the 
next 6-8 weeks or until the crisis passes and it’s safe to gather in large numbers again.  All events with 
more than 10 persons present are also cancelled.  We are working on ways to worship, serve, and live as 
Christians in this time, and I urge you to make sure your email address is in the office so we can reach you 
with news, encouragement, and God’s Word. If you don’t receive emails currently call the office and we will 
add you to the list. Our website will also have worship opportunities and information for you: 
www.zionamor.org.  
 We will be limiting the events that are held at Zion, but you will be able to reach me by phone (218) 
495-2563, email zionamor@prtel.com, and if you need pastoral care in emergencies, or even if you need 
someone to talk with, please call the church to speak with me.  I will need everyone’s help to keep in touch, 
and ask for your patience as well as your prayers.   
 Our expenses still continue even though we are not worshipping in the sanctuary.  We ask that you 
send in your offerings through the envelope system we mail out, or you can call the church office and get 
information on setting up an automatic payment of your tithes and offerings.   
 When you observe or hear of someone needing assistance (food, health related, etc.) please call 
the church office.  We have Helping Hands volunteers, Soup ministry, along with a pastoral call to help 
meet your needs.   
 Keep reading the Bible, reading your Lenten Devotional books, and pray. Pray hard!  Pray for our 
healthcare people, our law enforcement people, and all those who are on the ‘front lines’ of this fight.  
God’s bless you all as we keep the faith and remember Jesus is still in control.  We are His for all eternity. 
       In Christ’s Service, 
       Pastor Jim 

http://www.zionamor.org/
mailto:zionamor@prtel.com
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.ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH OF AMOR 
Phone…..495-2563   Web site: www.zionamor.org   zionamoroffice@prtel.com 

Pastor James Gronbeck   

* 

 
 

PAID POSITIONS AVAILABLE at ZION: 

* Youth Leader       * Education Coordinator 
* Custodian 
 
 If you are interested or know of anyone who is, please contact Pastor Jim at 218-495-2563 

CCLI License # 2398996   Augsburg Fortress License # SAS013349 

 
This week at Zion 

TODAY 

 

 

 All  events cancelled 

MONDAY 8:00 a.m.- 12:00  

8:30 a.m. 

Church Office Hours 

Quilting 

TUESDAY 8:00 a.m.- 12:00 

10:00 a.m. 

Church Office Hours 

Bible Study 

WEDNESDAY  8:00a.m.-12:00 
9:30 a.m.  
 

Church Office Hours 
Pr Text Study 
 

THURSDAY 

 

8:00 a.m.- 12:00 
9:00 a.m. 

Church Office Hours 
Conference Pastor’s Meeting- Web Meeting 
 

FRIDAY 

 

8:00 a.m.- 12:00 
 

Church Office Hours 
 

NEXT SUNDAY  All events cancelled 

http://www.zionamor.org/
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Coronavirus Congregational Preparedness and Protective Measures 

The CDC guidelines for a “safe size crowd” exposure is 250 people for those 
individuals age 60 and older or health compromised. It is important that 
churches help their members to reduce exposure by following the CDC 

preventive actions: 

 Avoid close contact with people, sit an arm length apart in church 

 Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth 

 Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue 

 Wash your hands with soap and water 

 

Fight Coronavirus With Homemade Hand Sanitizer 

1/3 cup Aloe Vera Gel 

2/3 cup 91% Rubbing Alcohol 

Optional-  8 10 drops of an Essential oil for fragrance 

 (Lavender, Eucalyptus, Tea Tree) 

Blend all ingredients well with whisk or hand mixer and pour into a labeled container. 

 Following current CDC guidelines, if you are feeling ill, or coming down with a cold 
,etc. You are encouraged to stay home until you are feeling well again. Thank You! 

 If you are ill or under quarantine, Helping Hands is available to bring groceries to you. 
Contact  the church office. 

 Warming Hearts Soup is in the freezer and ready to be delivered to anyone who has 
need.     

 
 
 
 

. 
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Lent is a time of reflection and repentance, of sacrifice and self-examination. But Lent is also a 

season of hope — hope in the work God is doing in the world, even in the most 
challenging times. (elca.org) 

 
 

 
 
 

Wonderous Love – Devotions for Lent 2020 books are available in the narthex/lobby.   

 

CCLI License # 2398996   Augsburg Fortress License # SAS013349 
 

March is Minnesota Food Share Month.   This means local food shelves are given 
allotments based on food and monetary donations in March. 

The Food Shelves are supplied primarily from the North Country Food Bank.  
The food shelves are able to purchase food at greatly reduced prices.  For 
example, you can purchase a box of Frosted Flakes at your supermarket for about 
$3.00.  The food shelves can purchase a case of 14 for $2.52, 12 cups of yogurt for 

$0.90, 50 pounds of potatoes for $0.05, ground beef $2.00/#.  As you can see your monetary gifts go so 
much further. 

Today Mission Team Members will pass out Minnesota Food Share envelopes for your monetary 
donations.  While physical offerings are welcome, monetary donations are the most beneficial in terms of 
the quantity that can be provided.  So please consider a monetary donation.  Deadline for monetary 
donations is Sunday, March 29th.   
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Veterans Dedicated Landscape Stones   

The God’s Acres Veterans Tribute offers dedicated landscape stones to honor 
veterans.  The engraved stones are 8” x 16” with four useable lines of 18 characters on 

each line.  Cost is $150.00 per stone.  Engraving forms are available in the 
narthex/lobby and the office.   

Please contact the church office for more information. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Visit Requests:  Please let the office or Pastor Jim know if you would like a visit at home, in the hospital 

or at a care facility. Due to HIPPA privacy laws, we may not always be aware of your need. 
 

 

Today’s Stewardship Thought:  “Not as man sees does God see, because man sees the 

appearance but the Lord looks into the heart.” 1Samuel 16:7 

How often do we invest our time, talent and treasure in creating an appearance that does not matter at all 

to God?  We strive to impress with our clothing, home, career, possessions, car and other marks of 

distinction.  But none of these illusions of greatness will impress God.  Instead, He will look into our hearts 

to see how much we loved Him, how much we loved others and how we showed that love by the way we 

used our time, talent and treasure here on earth. 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 

Have a prayer request?  Call the church office.   
 
 

*************************************************************************************************************************  

Butter Braids Fundraiser for Clifton Boys Home in Jamaica 
 
Butter Braids are here! If you have not picked your order up.  Please consider 
picking your Butter Braids up as quickly as possible as Zion has limited 
freezer space. 
 

All proceeds go to help rebuild the Clifton Boys Home. . 

 

 


