
WHY CHILD DEDICATION?  
Whether this is your first child or your fifth, child dedication
provides a great way to focus on your faith and how you can
intentionally share it with your child in the years to come.
This flyer will walk you through the whys and hows of child
dedication. Please take some time to sit down with your
spouse to go through this.  
 
IS CHILD DEDICATION FOUND IN THE BIBLE?  
While child dedication is not specifically spelled out in the
Bible, we do find two instances where parents
present/dedicate their children to God. First, in 1 Samuel
1:27–28, we see a godly woman named Hannah praying
year after year for God to give her a child. He answered her
prayer with Samuel. Hannah then prayed: “I prayed for this
child, and the Lord has granted me what I asked of him. So
now I give him to the Lord. For his whole life he will be given
over to the Lord.” Also, in Luke 2, Mary and Joseph take the
infant Jesus to the temple for dedication.  
 
IS THIS THE SAME AS INFANT BAPTISM?  
No. Each person must make a personal decision to trust
Christ alone for salvation. A parent cannot make that choice
for the child. Thus, a child dedication, is really a parent
dedication. Through this, the parents dedicate themselves to
sharing Christ with their children, praying for them and
intentionally pointing them to God throughout their lives.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO DEDICATE A CHILD?  
Child dedication means that you are entrusting your child to
God. At the same time, you also are committing to ask God
to help you to raise your child to be a follower of Christ.
Through child dedication, you make this public commitment
before God and your family and friends and you ask them to
be a part of this commitment. The Bible says in Psalm 127
that children are a heritage and blessing from the Lord. God
has given Christian parents the tremendous responsibility of
raising their children in the ways of the Lord. To dedicate
means to “set apart.” A dedication service is a public
expression that you as Christian parents are willing to do all
you can to “set apart” your child for God until that child can
make his or her own choice regarding a personal
relationship with Jesus Christ. This is also a time to joyfully
thank God, in community, for the birth or adoption of your
child.  
 
DO WE NEED “GODPARENTS”?  
No, you do not need “godparents.” We don’t use that term,
but we will encourage you, as part of the child dedication
process, to find godly men and women to intentionally be a
part of the spiritual life of your child. We believe that each
believer is part of God’s family, and God desires for the
godly men and women of the church to be both influences
on your children and Christian support for parents. 



WHAT CAN I DO TO PREPARE?  
Take some time to honestly reflect on the story of your own
spiritual journey and relationship with Jesus. Even consider
writing it out.  
 
To guide you, answer these three questions:  
1) What was your life like before Christ?  
2) At what point did you decide to follow Christ? How did
that come about?  
3) What changed in your life? What has your life been like
since then?  
 
Then spend some time with God in prayer. Ask Him if
there’s anything missing in your story. In reflecting on your
story, do you know about Him or do you know Him? Have
you rejected your own way and committed to Jesus’ way? If
you’re finding that you’re not sure, talk to someone you
know who is a Christ follower. This may all seem like a
strange first step for a Child Dedication, but, in truth, the
dedication is more about you and your relationship with God
than your child’s. You cannot decide for your child whether
or not he/she will follow Christ. But YOU can decide to
follow Christ, and nothing will make a greater difference in
your child’s life. Like so much of what you will teach your
child in the years to come, a walk with Christ is more
“caught than taught.”  
That means that when your child sees you daily walking out
a relationship with Jesus, when your child hears you praying
daily for him/her, they can see the reality of what a life in
Christ is like. That does not mean your life has to be perfect.
It is a daily surrender and reliance on our Savior and
Creator. But you cannot give this picture, this model, to your
child, if you do not have it first. 

WHAT IS NEEDED FROM ME?  
If you choose to take part in this, please register online at
our website, and email a digital picture of your child to
office@tenmilebaptistchurch.org. We’ll give you a few
keepsakes, as well, like a certificate and a small child’s
commemorative Bible. Also consider writing a letter to your
child to be a part of this keepsake packet. Share your prayer
for your child’s life. Include a piece of scripture that
especially speaks to your heart about your child.  
 
Tips for Writing the Letter to Your Child  
• Choose a verse that communicates your desires in Christ
for your child.  
• State what this dedication means to you, and why it is
important to you.  
• Include your hopes and dreams for your child in regards to
their spiritual growth and that one day they will accept Christ
for themselves and live their lives for Jesus.  
• State what your plans are as parents for ensuring that your
children will be raised in Christ.  
 
INVITE FRIENDS AND FAMILY 
 Your child dedication provides a great opportunity to create
a community of love and support around your family and
child. Invite Christ-followers to be a part of this dedication,
not just to attend, but to commit to walk with you through the
days and years to come. Ask them to pray for your child and
to be dedicated to pointing him or her to Christ throughout
life. This is a big commitment, but one that is so important.
You will need that committed friend to call and pray with
when you have a defiant toddler, a struggling kid, a
rebellious teen. At the same time, they can be a part of the
celebrations ,too. 

If you desire to be part of this event please register at https://tenmilebaptistchurch.org/child-dedication, and email a
picture of your child to office@tenmilebaptistchurch.org by October 26th.  

You will hear back from the church office within 48 hours to confirm, if not, please contact the church office.  
More questions? Contact the TMBC office at 618-643-3946.


