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"I will give you the keys 
of the kingdom of heaven, 
and whatever you bind on 

earth shall have been 
bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on 
earth shall have been 

loosed in heaven" 
(Matthew 16:19 NASB).



“. . . He went throughout every city 
and village, preaching and bringing 
the good news of the kingdom of 

God. With Him were the twelve and 
some women who had been healed 
of evil spirits and infirmities: Mary, 

called Magdalene, from whom seven 
demons had come out, and Joanna, 
the wife of Chuza, Herod’s steward, 
and Susanna, and many others, who 

supported Him with their 
possessions” (Luke 8:1–3 MEV). 



“HAVE WE MISPLACED 
THESE KINGDOM KEYS AND 
CONTENTED OURSELVES 
WITH USING ALTERNATIVES 
THAT FEEL A LITTLE LESS 
THREATENING?”

Jesus first shared that He was the 

Messiah with a Samaritan woman. 



“If you google statistics on men in the 
church, the main number you will find 
is that 61% of the people in church on 

a Sunday are female.” 

(Institute for Family Studies, August 2019)

When you silence more than half the voices 
of humanity, millions or even billions of 
people may never hear the good news. 

What will be required to relocate the keys to 
the church’s full authority and power, so 

exponentially more people can experience 
the saving grace of Jesus Christ?



“Key” Concepts

• A king’s palace would typically 
have a chief officer who served as 
treasurer or chamberlain—one 
“over the household” (Isaiah 22:20–22).

• The keys to office or position, 
gates, and treasury were the 
recognized symbols. 



“Key” Concepts

• A second concept was that the 
scribes were thought of as 
stewards of divine wisdom. 

• “What sorrow awaits you experts in 
religious law! For you remove the key to 
knowledge from the people. You don’t 
enter the Kingdom yourselves, and you 
prevent others from entering” (Luke 
11:52 NLT). 



John Wycliffe (1324-1384)
The Father of the English Bible



William Tyndale (1484-1536)
First to translate the English Bible 

from Greek and Hebrew



SHARED INSIGHTS
Join in small groups and share a 
personal experience when you sensed 
the Holy Spirit was directing you to 
fulfill a certain call or purpose.

How did God work through authority to 
grant access through doors that 
typically would have been blocked? 

What was the outcome?



“. . . He who is holy, who is true, who has the key of 

David, who opens and no one will shut, and who 

shuts and no one opens . . .” (Revelation 3:7 NASB).



Elevator Leaders



Elevator Leaders
• With an elevator, you must push 

the right buttons and wait for just 

the right time for the doors to open.

• By taking the stairs, you can start 

the trek up at any time from 

wherever you find yourself—even 

the lowest level. 



Elevator Leaders
• If the elevator malfunctions, 

you’re stuck. Pinning your hopes 

on someone or an organization to 

become our “lift” is a mistake.

• Since stairs are decidedly low-

tech, you’re only stuck if you 

choose to be. 



Elevator Leaders
• Elevators may be too crowded. Not 

all of us can be CEOs or hold that 

“dream ministry position.”

• Stairs will accommodate an 

unending stream of people who 

can climb together—if they’re 

willing to follow someone ahead 

and lead someone behind. 



Elevator Leaders
• Elevators are fast and easy but 

do nothing for your health.

• Stairs build stamina and develop 

muscles that serve you well on 

the level where you arrive after 

the climb.



• What are some of the stairs you’ve 
taken and can recommend? 

• What are some of the stops or 
landings along the way? 

SHARED INSIGHTS



Mary Teresa Bojaxhiu 
took the stairs.



Joan of Arc took the stairs.



God uses unlikely instruments and strategies to 
accomplish His purposes. He lifts those who are 
lowly, and He humbles those who appear great. 

The result is God gets all the glory!


