
 Diversity and Inclusion
Commitment

The Body of Christ is comprised of many members, from different nations, diverse cultures, displaying 
an assortment of gifts. We celebrate the Body of Christ and its potential impact on this world. Christ 
prayed that we would be one; so, it is clear that racism is a direct opponent of the Body of Christ. It 
undermines the fundamental identity of a unified Body. Racism is about making quick judgements 
about others based on their nationality or culture and demonstrating favoritism or bias. It has existed 
since ancient times and has been an obstacle to sharing the Gospel unto this day in South Carolina. 
While some may not have been aware of its devastating effects, others have been deeply hurt. The 
Bible classifies racism as sin, and it has no place in the life of the believer. (See verses below).

For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all 
that call upon him. For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 

Romans 10:12-13

We love because God first loved us. Whoever says, “I love God,” but hates his brother is a liar. The 
one who does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love the God whom he has not seen. 

1 John 4:19-20

Again, a new commandment I write unto you, which thing is true in him and in you: because the 
darkness is past, and the true light now shineth. He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, 

is in darkness even until now. He that loveth his brother abideth in the light, and there is none 
occasion of stumbling in him. But he that hateth his brother is in darkness, and walketh in darkness, 

and knoweth not whither he goeth, because that darkness hath blinded his eyes. 
1 John 2:8-11

Social structure, upbringing or societal norms have become convenient excuses for demonstrating 
racism, but this is not acceptable to God, nor should it be acceptable to us. We must work past natural 
preferences and comfort that comes from being around those who look like us and we must strive for 
unity, inclusion and mutual respect.

The Church of God of Prophecy denounces racism of any kind and we will work towards restoration 
and unity within the body in South Carolina. While we may all have our differences, we are one in the 
Spirit. As we demonstrate this, we will have a meaningful impact on this society. We are committed to 
taking steps to exhibit love, respect and unity. We will walk in repentance and forgiveness so unity can 
abound. 

Heavenly father, make us one. We love you, but we also want to love our brothers and sisters. Teach 
us how to truly love and care for one another. It is through your Son Jesus, and empowerment of the 
Spirit, Amen.


