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Roadmap

Role of women in Scripture
• The Creation Account –

Genesis 1 &2
• The Fall of Man – Genesis 3

Role of women in the church

Role of women in ministry



The Creation Account - Genesis 1:26-28
26 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our 
likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in 
the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals,[a] and over all the 
creatures that move along the ground.”

27 So God created mankind in his own image,
in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.

28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in 
number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and 
the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the 
ground.”

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis+1%3A26-28&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26a


The Creation Account – Genesis 2:18-22
18 The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a 
helper suitable for him.”
19 Now the LORD God had formed out of the ground all the wild animals and all 
the birds in the sky. He brought them to the man to see what he would name 
them; and whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name. 20 So 
the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds in the sky and all the wild 
animals.
But for Adam[a] no suitable helper was found. 21 So the LORD God caused the man 
to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s 
ribs[b]and then closed up the place with flesh. 22 Then the LORD God made a 
woman from the rib[c] he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis+2%3A18-22&version=NIV#fen-NIV-51a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis+2%3A18-22&version=NIV#fen-NIV-52b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis+2%3A18-22&version=NIV#fen-NIV-53c


Biblical 
Headship

• Equality 
Genesis 1:26-28

• Order 
Genesis 2:18-22
Complement 

and complete 
each other
God given 

authority and 
responsibility



Eve was “not 
made out of his 
head to top him, 
nor out of his 
feet to be 
trampled upon 
by him, but out 
of his side to be 
equal with him, 
under his arm to 
be protected by, 
and near his 
heart to be 
loved.”
Matthew Henry



“Eve was not 
taken from the 
feet of Adam 
to be his slave, 
nor from his 
head to be his 
lord, but from 
his side to be 
his partner.” 

Peter Lombard, AD 1157





https://assets.answersingenesis.org/img/cms/content/contentnode/header_image/adam-and-eve/20-01-who-were-adam-945x300.jpg



Restoration 
through Christ

• Valued women
• Lifted up children
• Was a servant



Discuss
What was 
Jesus’ 
position on 
gender roles?



What is the 
role of 
women in 
the church?



"Why should we not ... do 
something that will prove 
that we are really in 
earnest in claiming to be 
followers of him who, 
though he was rich, for 
our sake became poor?"



Aimee 
Semple 
McPherson





Rebecca Barr
1868-1934

• First international missionary for 
Church of God movement to the 
Bahamas (1909)

• Born in Thomasville, GA 
• Licensed to evangelize
• Established 2 churches in Nassau 

with her husband and another 
co-laborer (1910)

• Established first Church of God 
(Black) in the U.S. in Miami 
(Known today as Miami #1 
COGOP)



T H E O L O G I C A L  V I E W S  O N  W O M E N  
I N  C H U R C H  L E A D E R S H I P



E G A L I T A R I A N

FATHER

SON

HOLY SPIRIT



COMPLEMENTARIAN



Controversial 
Passages in Scripture

1 Timothy 2:11-12

11 A woman[a] should learn in 
quietness and full submission. 12 I do 
not permit a woman to teach or to 
assume authority over a man;[b] she 
must be quiet.

1 Corinthians 14:33-38
33 For God is not a God of confusion but of 
peace.
As in all the churches of the saints, 34 the 
women should keep silent in the churches. 
For they are not permitted to speak, 
but should be in submission, as the Law 
also says. 35 If there is anything they desire 
to learn, let them ask their husbands at 
home. For it is shameful for a woman to 
speak in church.
36 Or was it from you that the word of God 
came? Or are you the only ones it has 
reached? 37 If anyone thinks that he is a 
prophet, or spiritual, he should 
acknowledge that the things I am writing to 
you are a command of the Lord. 38 If anyone 
does not recognize this, he is not 
recognized.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Timothy+2&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29728a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Timothy+2&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29729b


If these two passages 
did not exist in the 
Bible, what would be 
your view of women in 
ministry?



Spiritual roles v. spiritual gifts
Five-fold ministry – describes 
roles (Ephesians 4:11-13)

Spiritual gifts 
(Romans 12:6-8; 1 Cor. 12; Eph. 4)

Team gifts (functional): Speaking 
and serving (1 Peter 4:9-11)
Miraculous gifts
Enabling gifts

11 And he gave some, apostles; and 
some, prophets; and some, 
evangelists; and some, pastors and 
teachers;
12 For the perfecting of the saints, for 
the work of the ministry, for the 
edifying of the body of Christ:
13 Till we all come in the unity of the 
faith, and of the knowledge of the Son 
of God, unto a perfect man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fulness 
of Christ:



Titus 2:3-5



3 Older women likewise are to be 
reverent in behavior, not 

slanderers or slaves to much wine. 
They are to teach what is good, 4 and 

so train the young women to love 
their husbands and children, 5 to be 

self-controlled, pure, working at 
home, kind, and submissive to their 

own husbands, that the word of God 
may not be reviled.



So, what is the 
biblical role of 

women in ministry?



Philippians 2:1-11

So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation 
in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2 complete my joy by being of the same 
mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing 
from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than 
yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the 
interests of others. 5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ 
Jesus,[a] 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a 
thing to be grasped,[b] 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant,[c] being 
born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself 
by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God 
has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every 
name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=philippians+2&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29380a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=philippians+2&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29381b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=philippians+2&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29382c
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