
   

 

Welcome to 9:30 am Worship 

ST. LUKE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

35 Wilson Ave.,  PO Box 338  

Gilbertsville, PA 19525 

610-367-9738   www.stlukegilbertsville.org 

ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
August 24, 2025 

Remember the sabbath day. Call the sabbath a delight. This is 

the Lord’s day, and the Lord will do for us what the Lord does: 

feed us, forgive us, help and heal us. Rejoice at all the wonderful 

things God is doing.  
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MUSIC & COPYRIGHTS  

AUGUST 24, 2025 
 

PRELUDE 

Praise My Soul, the King of Heaven 
setting, John Behnke; ©2000 Concordia Publishing House   

 

GATHERING 

ELW 864  Praise My Soul, the King of Heaven 
Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793-1847; alt. Walter R. Bouman, 1927-200; Music: 

John Goss, 1800-1880  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

 *ELW 483  Here is Bread 
Text/Music: Graham Kendrick, b. 1950, ©1991 Make Way Music, admin. Music 

Services Western Hemisphere (ASCAP)  
 

OFFERING SONG 

ELW 466  In the Singing 
Text: Shirley Erena Murray, b. 1931; Music: Carlton R. Young, b. 1926,; Text/Music ©1996 Hope Publishing Company  

 

SENDING HYMN 

 ELW 886  Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.; Music: Carl G. Gläser, 1784-1829; 

arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872  

 

* Member selected hymn  
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit Calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE           
During the prelude, please use this time to quietly allow God to open your heart to his 
blessed presence. 

       
Please rise in body or spirit 

             

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 

 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Merciful God, 
you free us to love others, 

but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. 

You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, 

but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. 

You surround us with patience, kindness, 

and generosity, 

but we grow weary in doing what is right. 

In your mercy, forgive us. 

Do not give up on us. 

Heal us, break our bonds, 

and show us the path of life. 

Amen. 

 

You belong to Christ Jesus 

and you are God’s children through faith. 

In the cross of ☩ Christ, 

and through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

your sins are forgiven. 
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Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. 
Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN     Praise My Soul, the King of Heaven              ELW 864 

   

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God, mighty and immortal,  
you know that as fragile creatures surrounded by great dangers,  

we cannot by ourselves stand upright.  

Give us strength of mind and body,  

so that even when we suffer because of human sin,  

we may rise victorious through your Son,  

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen  
 

The assembly is seated. 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

READING:       

A reading from Hosea 6:1-4, 6 

 
1 “Come, let us return to the Lord, 

    for it is he who has torn, and he will heal us; 

    he has struck down, and he will bind us up. 
2 After two days he will revive us; 

    on the third day he will raise us up, 

    that we may live before him. 
3 Let us know, let us press on to know the Lord; 

    his appearing is as sure as the dawn; 



 5 

 

he will come to us like the showers, 

    like the spring rains that water the earth.” 
4 What shall I do with you, O Ephraim? 

    What shall I do with you, O Judah? 

    Your love is like a morning cloud, 

    like the dew that goes away early. 
6 For I don’t want your sacrifices—I want your love; I don’t want your 

offerings—I want you to know me. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 103:1-8 
     1 Bless the LORD, O my soul, 

  and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name. 

 2 Bless the LORD, O my soul, 
  and forget not all God’s benefits— 

 3 who forgives all your sins 

  and heals all your diseases; 

 4 who redeems your life from the grave 
  and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy;  

 5 who satisfies your desires with good things 

  so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s. 

 6 O LORD, you provide vindication 
  and justice for all who are oppressed. 

 7 You made known your ways to Moses 

  and your works to the children of Israel. 

 8 LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy, 
  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  

 

Please rise in body or spirit 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

GOSPEL 

The holy gospel according to Luke 13:10-17 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
10 Now [Jesus] was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. 11

 And just then there appeared a woman with a spirit that had crippled 

her for eighteen years. She was bent over and was quite unable to 

stand up straight. 12 When Jesus saw her, he called her over and said, 

“Woman, you are set free from your ailment.” 13 When he laid his hands 

on her, immediately she stood up straight and began praising God. 14 

But the leader of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had cured 

on the Sabbath, kept saying to the crowd, “There are six days on which 

work ought to be done; come on those days and be cured and not on 

the Sabbath day.” 15 But the Lord answered him and said, “You 

hypocrites! Does not each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or his 

donkey from the manger and lead it to water? 16 And ought not this 

woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound for eighteen long 

years, be set free from this bondage on the Sabbath day?” 17 When he 
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said this, all his opponents were put to shame, and the entire crowd was 

rejoicing at all the wonderful things being done by him.  

 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
The assembly is seated. 

 

MESSAGE                                Minister Bobbie Hoffman 

 
Please rise in body or spirit. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                     Here is Bread                                  ELW 483 

 

BACK TO SCHOOL BLESSING 

A Blessing for Teachers and Educators 

God of all wisdom, Your Son came among us as the perfect teacher. 

Give Your blessings to all who are engaged in the work of education. 

Thank You for each of them and their commitment to share the gifts You 

have given them to instill a love of learning in their students. Prepare their 

hearts to welcome, inspire and teach their students. Give them grace, 

patience and strength to deal with the many challenges they will face. 

Keep them safe and fill them with the joy of knowing how grateful we are 

for all they do to bless their students. Remind them that You are with 

them and have called them into the vitally important work of equipping 

their students to positively impact the future. 

We ask all these things in the name of Jesus Christ or Lord.  
Amen. 

  
Blessing for Students and Parents 

Lord God, as we get ready to start the school year, we ask Your blessings 

on all students and their parents. We thank You for loving parents and 

grandparents who nurture their children and encourage them to grow in 

knowledge and wisdom. Bless students with an eagerness to learn, 

respect for teachers and each other so they may form healthy 

relationships and good friendships. May they experience joy when 
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learning is easy and patience and determination when it is difficult. We 

ask that You protect them, guide them and everyday remind them You 

love them. 

 

We ask this in Jesus’ name.  
Amen. 

  

I ask you the people of St Luke, if it is your intention to pray for these 

students, and parents, teachers and educators, please respond by 

saying, I will, and I ask God to help me.   
 I will, and I ask God to help me.   

 

CREED 

Together, let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  

        Amen. 

 
The assembly is seated. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Let us pray for the church, the creation, and the whole people of God, 

for God is near. 

 
A brief silence. 

 

Thank you Lord for all your blessings… 

Lord, in your mercy, 
Your mercy is great. 

 

You call your church to proclaim liberation and freedom to all. Give 

wisdom to bishops, synod councils and staff, and congregation leaders 

as they pursue a more just and equitable church and society. Hear us, 

O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 

You inspire all creation to sing and bless your holy name. Send healing 

rains to parched places and relief to flooded lands. Lead us to enact 

policies to rebuild ruined ecosystems and habitats. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 

You work vindication and justice for all who are oppressed. Strengthen 

the resolve of world leaders and local officials in the way of love and 

mercy, so that all persons may experience abundant life. Hear us, O 

God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 

You satisfy your people with good things. In your steadfast love, receive 

the cries of all who are bent over under the weight of addiction, 

isolation, and mental or physical illness. Manifest your healing presence 

in their midst. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 

You call us to delight in the sabbath. Invigorate worship planners and 

leaders with creativity to aid this assembly in fresh and faithful prayer 

and praise. Enable all who gather here to be nourished and renewed. 
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Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 

With all your apostles, prophets, and saints, we give thanks and bless 

your holy name. As they now rest from their labors, guide us by the 

witness of their lives to pursue your reign, which can never be shaken. 

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 

Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our prayers to the 

one who always receives them; through Jesus Christ, our wisdom and 

companion. 
Amen. 

 
PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 

Please rise in body or spirit. 

 

OFFERING SONG 

We present our offering to God during worship as sign of our gratitude 

for His goodness, mercy & generosity. 
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MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 
 

Creator God, 
in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good 

and the harvest is plentiful. 

Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth 

and our labor, 

that we may work for the good of all; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

DIALOGUE  

 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You call your people to cleanse their hearts 

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 

that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 

we may come to the fullness of your grace. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
All are welcome to the table. If you will be coming to the altar for communion, please follow the 

ushers' instructions. Those who are choosing to stay in the pew, using the prefilled cups, and those 

who need to have the pastor bring the elements to them should wait for instructions from the 

pastor. Children are most welcome to accompany their parents to the altar for a blessing.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

 
Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, 

 on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

 and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours, 

 now and forever.  Amen. 
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COMMUNION SONG 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The assembly is seated. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION   

The kingdom of God is set before you. 

Eat and rejoice. 

 
COMMUNION     

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen 

The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen 

 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in God’s grace. 
Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 
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Mothering God, 
you gathered us to your table 

and we drank deeply of your grace. 

Send us out by your Spirit 

to love our neighbors as ourselves 

and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS         

 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

       

Please rise in body and spirit. 
 

BLESSING 

The love of God abound in you; 

the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; 

and the life of the Spirit 

☩ bless you and give you peace. 
Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN          Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing           ELW 886 

                                                                  

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace.  Live by the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE    
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