
   

 

Welcome to 9:30 am Worship 

ST. LUKE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

35 Wilson Ave.,  PO Box 338  

Gilbertsville, PA 19525 

610-367-9738   www.stlukegilbertsville.org 

 SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
September 28, 2025 

Consideration of and care for those in need (especially those “at 

our gate,” visible to us, of whom we are aware) is an essential 

component of good stewardship. It is in the sharing of wealth that 

we avoid the snare of wealth. It is the one whom death could not 
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MUSIC & COPYRIGHTS  

SEPTEMBER 28, 2025 
 

 

 

GATHERING 

ELW 705  God of Grace and God of Glory 
Text: Harry E. Fosdick, 1878-1969; Music: John Hughes, 1873-1932 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

 ELW 729  The Church of God, in Every Age 
Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000, ©1971 Hope Publishing Company, Music:  

William Knapp, 1698-1768 

 

OFFERING SONG 

Create in Me (ELW 186)  

 

SENDING HYMN 

 ELW 712  Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service 
Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984, ©1961 Oxford University Press; Music:  

The Sacred Heart, Philadelphia, 1844; Arr.©1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit Calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE           
During the prelude, please use this time to quietly allow God to open your heart to his 
blessed presence. 

       
Please rise in body or spirit 

             

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

our maker, our helper, and our keeper. 
Amen. 

 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin 

in the presence of God and of one another. 

 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Merciful and loving God, 
we are your stiff-necked people. 

We trample on the needy. 

We grumble about your grace to others. 

We turn away from the poor. 

Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. 

Rejoice over us as ones who were lost 

and have been found. 

Amen. 

 

Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. 

Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. 

You who were lost have been found. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus, your sins are forgiven! 
Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN            God of Grace and God of Glory        ELW 705 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God, rich in mercy,  
you look with compassion on this troubled world.  

Feed us with your grace,  

and grant us the treasure that comes only from you,  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen  
 

The assembly is seated. 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

READING:       

A reading from 2 Timothy 4: 6-8, 16-18 

 
6 As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of 

my departure has come. 7 I have fought the good fight; I have finished 

the race; I have kept the faith. 8 From now on there is reserved for me the 

crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give me 

on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have longed for his 

appearing. 

 

  16 At my first defense no one came to my support, but all deserted me. 

May it not be counted against them! 17 But the Lord stood by me and 

gave me strength, so that through me the message might be fully 

proclaimed and all the gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the 

lion’s mouth. 18 The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and save 

me for his heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 



 5 

 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 146 

 1 Hallelujah! 

  Praise the Lord, O my soul! 

 2 I will praise the Lord as long as I live; 
  I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 

 3 Put not your trust in rulers, 

  in mortals in whom there is no help. 

 4 When they breathe their last, they return to earth, 
  and in that day their thoughts perish.  

 5 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, 

  whose hope is in the Lord their God; 

 6 who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that | is in them; 
  who keeps promises forever; 

 7 who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those 

who hunger. 

  The Lord sets the captive free. 

 8 The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up those who are 
bowed down; 

  the Lord loves the righteous. 

 9 The Lord cares for the stranger; 

  the Lord sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of 

the wicked. 

 10 The Lord shall reign forever, 
  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!  
 

Please rise in body or spirit 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

GOSPEL 

The holy gospel according to Luke 16:19-31 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus said:] 19 “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine 

linen and who feasted sumptuously every day. 20 And at his gate lay a 

poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21 who longed to satisfy 

his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would 

come and lick his sores. 22 The poor man died and was carried away by 

the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was 

buried. 23 In Hades, where he was being tormented, he lifted up his eyes 

and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. 24 He called out, 

‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of 

his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in agony in these 

flames.’ 25 But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your lifetime 

you received your good things and Lazarus in like manner evil things, but 

now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. 26 Besides all this, 

between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who 

might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can 

cross from there to us.’ 27 He said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to 

my father’s house 28 for I have five brothers—that he may warn them, so 

that they will not also come into this place of torment.’ 29 Abraham 

replied, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to 

them.’ 30 He said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone from the dead 

goes to them, they will repent.’ 31 He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to 
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Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone 

rises from the dead.’ ” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The assembly is seated. 

 

MESSAGE                                                          Min. Bobbie Hoffman 
 

Please rise in body or spirit. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY       The Church of Christ, in Every Age               ELW 729 

 

Blessing of Men’s Breakfast Ministry 
 

CREED 

Together, let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

        and the life everlasting.  

        Amen. 
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The assembly is seated. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and 

all in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Thank you Lord for all your blessings… 

Lord, in your mercy 
receive our prayer. 
 

We pray for the church, that it would remain faithful to the gospel, 

always striving to serve the needs of those who are oppressed and 

rejecting the complacency that comes from wealth. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 

We pray for creation, that the nations work together to protect and 

restore the earth, preserving the beauty of the planet for future 

generations and honoring the gift of your creation. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 

We pray for those in positions of authority, that they govern with justice 

and compassion, recognizing the dignity of all people and working to 

promote peace and prosperity for all. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 

We pray for people in any need. Give them your assurance and 

courage when the path forward is not clear. Liberate us from all that 

binds us, lift us up when we are bowed down, and show us your love. 

God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 

We pray for this congregation, that we would be strengthened to build a 

world where all can thrive. Incite us to advocate for fair wages and just 

policies, and guide us in building a community of mutual support. God of 

grace, 
receive our prayer. 
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We remember in thanksgiving the faithful departed. Inspire us by their 

example to love and serve our neighbors, and bring us to eternal life. 

God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 

 

We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our 

redeemer and friend. 
Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 

Please rise in body or spirit. 

 

OFFERING SONG 

We present our offering to God during worship as sign of our gratitude 

for His goodness, mercy & generosity. 
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MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 
 

Lord of the harvest, 
we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. 

Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, 

but on you, who richly provides for us. 

Multiply what we have gathered 

to bless all who are suffering and in need, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

DIALOGUE  

 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You call your people to cleanse their hearts 

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 

that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 

we may come to the fullness of your grace. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
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with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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All are welcome to the table. If you will be coming to the altar for communion, please follow the 

ushers' instructions. Those who are choosing to stay in the pew, using the prefilled cups, and 

those who need to have the pastor bring the elements to them should wait for instructions from 

the pastor. Children are most welcome to accompany their parents to the altar for a blessing.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

 
Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, 

 on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

 and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours, 

 now and forever.  Amen. 

 

COMMUNION SONG 
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The assembly is seated. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION   

Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. 

Come to this meal of mercy. 

 
COMMUNION     

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen 

The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen 

 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in God’s grace. 
Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 

 

O God, 
through this meal you have strengthened us 

and appointed us to be your servants. 

Send us to do good and to share our possessions 

with all in need. 

We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS         
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

       

Please rise in body and spirit. 
 

BLESSING 

The God of righteousness, 

who gives justice to the oppressed, 

who gives food to the hungry, 

who sets the prisoners free, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN           Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service      ELW 712 

                                                                  

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace.  Do not lose heart. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE    
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