
   

 

Welcome to 9:30 am Worship 

ST. LUKE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

35 Wilson Ave.,  PO Box 338  

Gilbertsville, PA 19525 

610-367-9738   www.stlukegilbertsville.org 

 TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
August 31, 2025 

Invited and inviting—that is the nature of the church. By God’s 

grace in holy baptism we have a place at Christ’s banquet table. 

When, by the power of that same Spirit, humility and mutual love 

continue among us, the church can be more inviting still.  
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MUSIC & COPYRIGHTS  

AUGUST 31, 2025 
 

PRELUDE 

 O God Beyond All Praising 
setting, Charles Callahan; ©2012 Birnamwood Publications  

 

GATHERING 

ELW 532  Gather Us In 
Text/Music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950; ©1982 GIA Publications Inc  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

 ACS 969  Welcome Table 
Text: African American spiritual; Music: African American spiritual; 

arr. Mark Hayes, b.1953, ©2003 Augsburg Fortress  
 

OFFERING SONG 

ELW 466  In the Singing 
Text: Shirley Erena Murray, b. 1931; Music: Carlton R. Young, b. 1926,; Text/Music ©1996 Hope Publishing Company  

 

SENDING HYMN 

 ELW 880  O God Beyond All Praising 
Text: Michael Perry, 1942-1996, ©1982,1987 Jubilate Hymns, admin. Hope 

Publishing Company 

Music: Gustav Holst, 1874-1934  
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit Calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE           
During the prelude, please use this time to quietly allow God to open your heart to his 
blessed presence. 

       
Please rise in body or spirit 

             

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Merciful God, 
you free us to love others, 

but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. 

You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, 

but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. 

You surround us with patience, kindness, 

and generosity, 

but we grow weary in doing what is right. 

In your mercy, forgive us. 

Do not give up on us. 

Heal us, break our bonds, 

and show us the path of life. 

Amen. 

 

You belong to Christ Jesus 

and you are God’s children through faith. 

In the cross of ☩ Christ, 

and through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
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your sins are forgiven. 

Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. 
Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN                     Gather Us In                             ELW 532 

   

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God,  
you resist those who are proud  

and give grace to those who are humble.  

Give us the humility of your Son,  

that we may embody the generosity of Jesus Christ,  

our Savior and Lord. 

Amen  
 

The assembly is seated. 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

READING:       

A reading from Hebrews 13: 1-2, 8, 15-16 

 
1 Let mutual affection continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to 

strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without 

knowing it.  8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 15 

Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, 

that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. 16 Do not neglect to do good 

and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 
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Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 112 
     1 Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the Lord 

  and have great delight in God’s commandments! 

 2 Their descendants will be mighty in the land; 

  the generation of the upright will be blessed.  

 3 Wealth and riches will be in their house, 

  and their righteousness will last forever. 

 4 Light shines in the darkness for the upright; 

  the righteous are merciful and full of compassion. 

 5 It is good for them to be generous in lending 

  and to manage their affairs with justice. 

 6 For they will never be shaken; 

  the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance.  

 7 They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; 

  their heart is steadfast, trusting in the Lord. 

 8 Their heart is established and will not shrink, 

  until they see their desire upon their enemies. 

 9 They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness 

stands fast forever; 

   they will hold up their head with honor. 

 10 The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth 

and pine away; 

  the desires of the wicked will perish.  

 

Please rise in body or spirit 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

GOSPEL 

The holy gospel according to Luke 14: 1,7-14 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
7 When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told 

them a parable. 8 “When you are invited by someone to a wedding 

banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case someone more 

distinguished than you has been invited by your host, 9 and the host who 

invited both of you may come and say to you, ‘Give this person your 

place,’ and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. 10 

But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that 

when your host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; 

then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with 

you. 11 For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who 

humble themselves will be exalted.” 
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  12 He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a 

luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers and sisters 

or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, 

and you would be repaid. 13 But when you give a banquet, invite the 

poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14 And you will be blessed 

because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection 

of the righteous.” 

  15 One of the dinner guests, on hearing this, said to him, “Blessed is 

anyone who will eat bread in the kingdom of God!” 16 Then Jesus said to 

him, “Someone gave a great dinner and invited many. 17 At the time for 

the dinner he sent his slave to say to those who had been invited, ‘Come, 

for everything is ready now.’ 18 But they all alike began to make excuses. 

The first said to him, ‘I have bought a piece of land, and I must go out 

and see it; please accept my regrets.’ 19 Another said, ‘I have bought five 

yoke of oxen, and I am going to try them out; please accept my 

regrets.’ 20 Another said, ‘I have just been married, and therefore I cannot 

come.’ 21 So the slave returned and reported this to his master. Then the 

owner of the house became angry and said to his slave, ‘Go out at once 

into the streets and lanes of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, 

the blind, and the lame.’ 22 And the slave said, ‘Sir, what you ordered has 

been done, and there is still room.’ 23 Then the master said to the slave, 

‘Go out into the roads and lanes, and compel people to come in, so that 

my house may be filled. 24 For I tell you, none of those who were invited 

will taste my dinner.’ ” 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
The assembly is seated. 

 

MESSAGE                                Minister Bobbie Hoffman 

 
Please rise in body or spirit. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                   Welcome Table                               ACS 969 
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CREED 

Together, let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  

        Amen. 

 
The assembly is seated. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Let us pray for the church, the creation, and the whole people of God, 

for God is near. 

 
A brief silence. 

 

Thank you Lord for all your blessings… 

Lord, in your mercy, 
Your mercy is great. 

 

For the leaders of the church, we pray. Inspire deacons, pastors, 

Sunday school teachers, and Christian education directors with a 
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passion for speaking the word of God. Equip all the baptized to share 

your word of grace. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 

For the well-being of creation, we pray. Sustain farm workers and all who 

labor in fields and vineyards to grow the food we eat. Revive plains and 

pastures, and provide for the cattle and creatures who rely on the land 

for their sustenance. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 

For the leaders of towns, cities, provinces, states, and nations, we pray. 

Guide them to enact equitable laws and policies for all. On this Labor/

Labor Day weekend, make us mindful of workers whose labor often 

goes unnoticed. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 

For the lowly and those who are ignored, we pray. Provide for the needs 

of vulnerable communities, those who are unemployed, burdened by 

debt, or struggle to make ends meet. Accompany all who need 

reassurance of your loving presence (especially). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 

For the hospitality ministries of this congregation, we pray. Give ushers 

and greeters a spirit of welcome for visitors, and bless the work of those 

who feed and nourish us. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 

For all the saints who from their labors rest, we give thanks. With them, 

we offer our sacrifice of praise to you, O God, the same yesterday and 

today and forever. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 

Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our prayers to the 

one who always receives them; through Jesus Christ, our wisdom and 

companion. 
Amen. 
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PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 

Please rise in body or spirit. 

 

OFFERING SONG 

We present our offering to God during worship as sign of our gratitude for 

His goodness, mercy & generosity. 
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MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 
 

Creator God, 
in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good 

and the harvest is plentiful. 

Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth 

and our labor, 

that we may work for the good of all; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

DIALOGUE  

 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You call your people to cleanse their hearts 

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 

that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 

we may come to the fullness of your grace. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
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with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
All are welcome to the table. If you will be coming to the altar for communion, please follow the 

ushers' instructions. Those who are choosing to stay in the pew, using the prefilled cups, and those 
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who need to have the pastor bring the elements to them should wait for instructions from the 

pastor. Children are most welcome to accompany their parents to the altar for a blessing.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

 
Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, 

 on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

 and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours, 

 now and forever.  Amen. 

 

COMMUNION SONG 
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The assembly is seated. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION   

The kingdom of God is set before you. 

Eat and rejoice. 

 
COMMUNION     

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen 

The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen 

 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in God’s grace. 
Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 

 

Mothering God, 
you gathered us to your table 

and we drank deeply of your grace. 

Send us out by your Spirit 

to love our neighbors as ourselves 

and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 16 

 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

       

Please rise in body and spirit. 
 

BLESSING 

The love of God abound in you; 

the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; 

and the life of the Spirit 

☩ bless you and give you peace. 
Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN                 O God Beyond All Praising                  ELW 880 

                                                                  

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace.  Live by the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE    
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