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Sunday, September 8, 2019 
 

 

So if you consider me your partner,  

welcome him as you would welcome me.  
 

     Philemon 17 
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KNOWING, SHARING, AND CELEBRATING CHRIST 
St. Luke Evangelical Lutheran Church 

35 Wilson Avenue • P.O. Box 338 • Gilbertsville, PA 19525 • (610 ) 367-9738  

www.stlukegilbertsville.org 
 

All Are Welcome!!  

 St. Luke Evangelical Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America.  The Church is a people created by God in Christ, empowered by the 

Holy Spirit, called and sent to bear witness to God's creative, redeeming, and sanctifying 

activity in the world. 

 Together in Jesus Christ we are freed by grace to live faithfully, witness boldly and 

serve joyfully.  Our values are grounded in faith, in our biblical and Lutheran confessional 

sources and our love of God and neighbor. They speak to the way this church lives and 

practices our faith, and they will guide how we journey forward in Christ as church together. 

 St. Luke is a safe place congregation.  Our youth volunteers have completed Safe 

Place training and have valid background checks on file in accordance with the 

Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.   

 Restrooms are located on both the upper and lower levels.  Handicap accessible 

restrooms are located to the left of the sanctuary along with an infant changing area.   
             

CHURCH STAFF 

 
Pastor Mary Ann Siefke   

419-308-5871 

610-367-9738 x11 

PastorMAstluke@outlook.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Megan Ingram            

Office Administrator  

610-367-9738 

stluke19525@outlook.com 
 

Valerie Schlegel        610-652-2865 

Director of Bell & Cherub Choirs 
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Gathering 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

You may remain seated for worship. 
Welcome 

 

Call to Worship                 Pastor 

In the name of God our creator. 
All are welcome here. 
 

In the name of Jesus our redeemer. 
All are welcome here. 
 

In the name of the Holy Spirit our sustainer. 
All are welcome here.  

 
Thanksgiving for Baptism                                                Pastor 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the fountain of living water, 

the rock who gave us birth, 

our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 
 

We give you thanks, holy and gracious God, 

for you created the waters of the earth: 

wide oceans, rushing streams, clear lakes, mighty rivers. 
 

You led your people through the sea  

and called them to life in covenant with you. 

Your Son was baptized in the river Jordan  

to begin his mission among us. 

You pour out your Holy Spirit to renew the face of the earth. 
 

Through this water remind us of the gift of baptism. 

Renew us in your promise  

so that we may serve this world in all its need; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Almighty God, 

who gives us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit 

and forgives us all our sins, 

strengthen us in all goodness 

and by the power of the Holy Spirit 

keep us in eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

☩ 

Make the sign 

of the cross.  

 

 

 

Pour water 

from the 

pitcher into 

the bowl as 

the pastor 

gives thanks.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Espurge: 

Dip the 

branch into 

the water 

and wave 

over the 

heads of your 

friends! 
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Gathering Song                  Oh When The Saints Go Marching In                                  TFF 180

  

Greeting                                                                  Pastor 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

  
Prayer of The Day                                                                                                 Assisting Minister 

Let us pray.  

Direct us, O Lord God,  
in all our doings with your continual help,  

that in all our works, begun, continued, and ended in you,  

we may glorify your holy name;  

and finally, by your mercy,  

bring us to everlasting life,  

through Jesus Christ,  

our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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Word 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
Time With Children                                                     Pastor 

 
Deuteronomy 30:15-20                    Lector 
 

15See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16If you obey 

the commandments of the Lord your God that I am commanding you today, by loving 

the Lord your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and 

ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the Lord your God will bless 

you in the land that you are entering to possess. 17But if your heart turns away and you 

do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, 18I declare 

to you today that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing 

the Jordan to enter and possess. 19I call heaven and earth to witness against you today 

that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you 

and your descendants may live, 20loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding 

fast to him; for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land 

that the Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.  
 

Word of God, word of life.  

Thanks be to God.  

 

Luke 14:25-33                    Lector 
 

25Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus;] and he turned and said to 

them, 26“Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and 

children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. 27Whoever 

does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 28For which of you, 

intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether 

he has enough to complete it? 29Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not 

able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, 30saying, ‘This fellow began to build 

and was not able to finish.’ 31Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, 

will not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the 

one who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32If he cannot, then, while the other 

is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. 33So therefore, 

none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.”  
 

Word of God, word of life.  

Thanks be to God.  
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Philemon 

Narrator 

 A slave is a person who belongs to somebody else, the way a farmer owns a 

horse, or a cow, or a chicken. Slave owners can do anything they want to their slaves. 

They can make them work very, very hard. They can beat them. Slave owners can even 

kill their slaves if they want to Most people don’t have slaves any more because we now 

know that it is wrong. God loves every person in the whole world and never wants 

anyone to e a slave for anyone else. But there were slaves in Bible times. Many, many 

slaves. In our bible there is a letter that was written by Paul to his friend Philemon, who 

owned a slave named Onesimus. Onesimus was very unhappy being a slave, so he ran 

away from Philemon. Onesimus ran away to see his friend Paul. He knew Paul because 

once when he came on a visit he told Philemon about Jesus. “In God’s eyes,” Paul had 

said, “slaves are as important as anyone else. God says there is no difference between 

someone who is a slave, and someone who isn’t.” Our story begins when Onesimus 

arrived at Paul’s home.  
 

Paul Onesimus! I’m glad to see you! What on earth are you doing here?  
 

 

Onesimus I’ve run away! I remembered you saying it was wrong to keep slaves,  

  so I decided it was time to be free.  
 

Paul You’re right.  But I’m worried.  

 You know that it is against the law for a slave to run away.  
 

Onesimus I know. But you said that God sees no difference between someone  

  who is a slave and someone who isn’t. So why should I be Philemon’s slave?  
 

Paul Maybe you shouldn’t be. But if Philemon is angry,  

 he can send soldiers to catch you and the he might even kill you.  
 

Onesimus What should I do?  
 

Paul Can you be very brave?  
 

Onesimus I can try.  
 

Paul Well then, I will write a letter for you to take to Philemon.  

 I will remind him that God doesn’t want people to be slaves.  

 God thinks everyone is important and loves all of us.  

 then I will ask him to be kind to you, and think of you not as a slave,  

 but as a brother.  
 

Onesimus Will he do that?  
 

Paul I think so. I hope so. but if you don’t go back to Philemon,  

 you’ll just have to keep running and running,  

 and some day one of the soldiers will catch you.  
 

Onesimus Then I will be brave. I will take the letter to Philemon.  
 

Paul And I will pray to God for you I will pray that you will be a brave person,  

 and I will pray that Philemon will be a kind person who remembers  

 what I told him about God.  
Based on “The Slave Who Became a Brother” by Ralph Milton 

Wood Lake Publishing  
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Philemon                                                           Pastor 

While Paul was in prison, he was aided by a runaway slave named Onesimus.  

The slave’s master, Philemon, was a Christian friend of Paul.  Paul told Onesimus to return to his 

master and encouraged Philemon to receive Onesimus back as a Christian brother.  

 

 (Dear) To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker,  
 2to Apphia our sister,  

 to Archippus our fellow soldier,  

 and to the church in your house: 
 

 3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 4When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God  

5because I hear of your love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus.  

6I pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective when you perceive all the good 

that we may do for Christ.  7I have indeed received much joy and encouragement from 

your love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, my brother. 
 

  8For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your 

duty, 9yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old 

man, and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. 10I am appealing to you for my child, 

Onesimus, whose father I have become during my imprisonment.  11Formerly he was useless 

to you, but now he is indeed useful both to you and to me. 12I am sending him, that is, my 

own heart, back to you. 13I wanted to keep him with me, so that he might be of service to 

me in your place during my imprisonment for the gospel; 14but I preferred to do nothing 

without your consent, in order that your good deed might be voluntary and not something 

forced. 15Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a while, so that you might 

have him back forever, 16no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved brother—

especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 
 

  17So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me.  

18If he has wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account.  

19I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me 

even your own self. 20Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord!  

Refresh my heart in Christ. 21Confident of your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that 

you will do even more than I say.  
 

 22One thing more—prepare a guest room for me, for I am hoping through your 

prayers to be restored to you. 23Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends greetings 

to you, 24and so do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke, my fellow workers.  
 

25The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.  

(From) 1Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother.  
 

 

 



8 

Welcome Letters...            The Rev. Mary Ann Harris Siefke 

 

Scripture doesn’t tell us what happened next, so we have to imagine it. 

Let’s write a letter welcoming a new saint to this community of faith.   

 

 

 

 

 

  Welcome Saint, to St. Luke!   
 

  _____________________________________________________________ 

 

  _____________________________________________________________ 

 

  _____________________________________________________________ 

 

  _____________________________________________________________ 

 

  _____________________________________________________________ 

 

  _____________________________________________________________ 

  

  _____________________________________________________________ 

 

  _____________________________________________________________ 

 

  _____________________________________________________________ 

 

  _____________________________________________________________ 

 

  _____________________________________________________________ 

 

  ______________________________________________________________ 

 

       Your Sibling in Christ, 

      

       ________________________    
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Hymn of the Day                     Oh When The Saints Go Marching In                    TFF 180

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers of Intercession                                   Assisting Minister 

Gathered together to follow Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of 

God’s creation.  

 

We give you thanks for this crowd of followers the whole world calls church. Guide us as 

your people on the way, transform our lives and our community to reflect you faithfully, 

even at cost to ourselves, and continue always to hold us in your love.  

God, in your mercy,  
Receive our prayer.  

 

We ask your blessing on our worship together today.  Guide our hands and our hearts to 

live as you lived, and lead us outward to serve the world you love, today and always. 

God, in your mercy,  
Receive our prayer.  

 

We pray for our neighbors here in Gilbertsville, for the people whose homes, schools, 

and workplaces surround us. May our following of Jesus be a blessing to them, and may 

we all turn toward each other in service and love.  

God, in your mercy,  
Receive our prayer.  

 

We intercede with wonder and pleading for the earth that you have made, its beauty 

and grief, and all its inhabitants. Lead us to love creation as you love it, and show us 

what possessions we must give up that all your creatures may live.  

God, in your mercy,  
Receive our prayer.  
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We ask your mercy on all who suffer in mind, body, or spirit, especially Luke, Len, Gene, 

Shawn and Butch. Grant them your peace, turn their sorrow into laughter, and bring 

them to new wholeness.  

God, in your mercy,  
Receive our prayer.  

 

We praise you for all the saints who have followed you faithfully and, through your 

grace, have been brought to eternal life especially Delilah, Laverte, Debra and Ron. 

Comfort all who grieve for their companionship, and grant us all wisdom as we 

remember the beauty of their lives with us.  

God, in your mercy,  
Receive our prayer.  

 

We place into your hands all that we pray for and all that we need, trusting in your 

generous compassion, through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Lord, in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer. 

 

Peace                              Pastor 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 

Noisy Offering 

ELCA Fund for Leaders Federal Chaplaincy Scholarship Fund  

 

Meal 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 

Offering 

Your generosity and stewardship is a blessing  

to the mission and ministry of Jesus Christ through the church.  

 

Offering Prayer                           Assisting Minister 

Let us pray. 

Loving God,  
receive these gifts of our hands  

and with them our lives  

and the life of your church.  

Transform us in service to you  

and all you have made,  

and draw us always near to you  

through Jesus Christ, who leads us to new life,  

Amen.  
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Great Thanksgiving   adapted from ELW 641             Pastor 

Let us build a house where love can dwell 

and all can safely live, 

a place where saints and children tell 

how hearts learn to forgive. 

Built of hopes and dreams and visions, 

rock of faith and vault of grace; 

here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 
All are welcome in this place. 

 

Let us build a house where prophets speak,  

and words are strong and true, 

where all God's children dare to seek 

to dream God's reign anew. 

Here the cross shall stand as witness 

and as symbol of God's grace; 

here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:  
All are welcome in this place. 

 

Let us build a house where love is found 

in water, wine and wheat: 

a banquet hall on holy ground 

where peace and justice meet. 

Here the love of God, through Jesus, 

is revealed in time and space; 

as we share in Christ the feast that frees us: 
All are welcome in this place. 

 
Words of Institution 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Let us build a house where hands will reach 

beyond the wood and stone 

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, 

and live the Word they've known. 

Here the outcast and the stranger 

bear the image of God's face; 

let us bring an end to fear and danger: 
All are welcome in this place. 

 
Lord’s Prayer                                          Assisting Minister 

Let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

Communion at the tables                           Pastor 

When giving the bread and cup,  you may say to one another,  

“The body of Christ, given for you.  The blood of Christ, shed for you.” 

Each person may then respond, “Amen,” or “Thanks Be to God.” 
 

If preferred, grape juice and gluten free wafers are available. 

 

Prayer After Communion                                                             Assisting Minister 

Let us pray. 

God of blessing, 
at this table we have seen you face to face, 

and in the gift of Christ’s body and blood, 

our hearts have been refreshed. 

Send us now to shine with your goodness 

and bear witness to the one we have received: 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Announcements                                                Pastor 
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Sending 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

Sending Song                                              ELW 866 
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Blessing                             Pastor 

May God our Creator  

transform your work and your lives through grace,  

May Jesus lead us, his church,  

to follow in his path of love and sacrifice,  

May the Holy Spirit keep you ever joyful and humble in service,  

May almighty God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—bless you now and always.  
Amen.  

 

Sending into Mission                                         Assisting Minister 

Go in peace, and follow where Jesus leads.  
Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 
September 8, 2019 

PRAYERS FOR Health and Healing 

 Luke Everitt, 11 year old with a fractured femur. 

 Len Rath, former member of St. Luke. 

 Gene Gabel, Ruth Ann Shaner’s brother-in-law, seeking an accurate diagnosis and 

proper treatment. 

 Shawn McCreary, nephew of Dorothy Girton, undergoing dialysis for kidney problems. 

PRAYERS FOR Those in Grief 

 Family and friends of Delilah Friz. 

 Family and friends of Laverte Patterson, Tom Undercuffler’s coworkers’ mother. 

 Family and friends of Debra Gaugler Spencer, member of St. Paul’s Sassamansville. 

 Family and friends of Ron Peterson, neighbor of Donna Biehl. 

PRAYERS FOR Those Needing Continued Prayers 

Bob Arobone, Larry Billger, George Evans, Roy Geiger, Jalen Gray, Travis Reese, Cookie Stasik, 

Linda Wade, and Khristopher Yoder. 

 

 

 
September 8, 2019 Sponsors 

Flowers: The flowers are sponsored by Kathy Billger  with praise and thanksgiving to God, in 

honor of Larry's birthday on Sept. 12, and in honor of his continuing improvement and progress 

since his second surgery. 

Bulletin: In memory of my parents, Mr. and Mrs Frederick Dietz, wedding anniversary by Hilda 

Cooney.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SAS006561.  
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Announcements                                        September 8, 2019 
Catechism ▪ September 8, 5:30-7:30pm 

Catechism will begin at Grace Lutheran Church.  

Catechism is a two year program preparing youth in grades 7 and 8,  

for Affirmation of Baptism.   
 

Cherub Choir Information 

Tuesday, September 10, 6:30pm 

All children 31/2  to 9 years old are invited to Cherub Choir.   

Practice will be held in the choir room. 
 

Welcome Assistant to the Bishop of the Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod 

The Rev. Karen Sease 

Sunday, September 15 

Rev. Sease will be preaching the word.  You are invited to stay for a conversation about the recent 

Churchwide Assembly declaration of the ELCA as a Sanctuary denomination.  
 

Women’s Bible Study ▪  Sundays, September 15 and October 20 

12:00 in Memorial Hall 

Together we will read, the book, Inspired: Slaying Giants,  

Walking on Water, And Loving the Bible Again by Rachel Held Evans.   

See Pastor Mary Ann to purchase the book for $10.   
 

Welcome Linc Noecker ▪ Sunday, September 22 

Come and worship as we welcome Linc Noecker as our new Director of Music at St. Luke  We are 

grateful for the talent, wisdom and faith Linc brings to this position and we praise God for his ministry 

among us!      
 

Annual Men’s Breakfast ▪ Sunday, September 29, 7:30am 

The annual St. Luke Men’s Breakfast will be held in the pavilion.   

A $5 donation is suggested for breakfast. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

PRAYERS FOR the Homebound and those in Assisted Living 

 
Jean Christy    Mildred Lenhart     

10 Blackbird Ct.     Fellowship Terrace – Rm. 272B 

Bechtelsville, PA 19505   3000 Fellowship Drive  

      Whitehall, PA 18052  

   

Stuart Levengood   Esther McFarland 

141 E. Spruce Street   Pennsburg Manor – Rm. 232 

Gilbertsville, PA 19525   530 Macoby Street 

      Pennsburg, PA, 18073 

  

Helen Penketh    Jane Roth      

Manatawny Manor   Sanatoga Center – Rm. 232B   

30 Old Schuylkill Road   225 Evergreen Road     

Pottstown, PA 19464   Pottstown, PA 19465 
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Worship and Stewardship  

Attendance on September 1, 2019 9:30am: 51 

Our August Commitment            Our Generosity  Overage/Shortfall 

Budget          $11,680        $7,438                 -$4,242 

Mission Support      $664           $712            +$48 
 

Sanctuary Lamp, Bulletins, Phillies Tickets, Communion Elements, Hall Rental,  

Energy, Endowment and Capital Improvements Income for August $3,075 

Worship Leaders Sunday, September 8 Sunday, September 15 

Assisting Minister Betty Musser Kathy Billger 

Lector Pete Huber Dave Janzow 

Communion 

Assistants 

Ruth Ann Shaner Connie Hukari 

Acolyte Emily Geiger Emily Geiger 

Greeters  Carol Geiger  

& Merrie Gephart 

Office Volunteer September 6: Hilda Cooney September 13: Dorothy Girton 

Ushers Ron Hukari, Dave Janzow  

& Gene Levengood 

Larry Billger, Terry Conrad, 

Ross Geiger & Tom 

Undercuffler 

Counters Dave Janzow, Sandi Quicksell 

& Kathy Undercuffler 

Kathy Billger, Dave Durante & 

Ross Geiger 

Mowers Tom Undercuffler Tom Undercuffler 

Sacristans Pat Hallman  

& Ruth Ann Shaner 

Pat Hallman  

& Ruth Ann Shaner 

 Schedule for the week of  

September 8-Septemeber 15 

Location of Events 

Sunday 

September 8 

8:30 Bible Study 

9:30 Worship 

11:00 Picnic in the Pavilion 

5:30 Catechism 

Green Room 

Sanctuary 

Outdoor Pavilion 

Grace Lutheran Church  

Monday 

September 9 

  

Tuesday 

September 10 

6:30 Cherub Choir 

7:00 Scout Troop Meeting 

Choir Room 

Memorial Hall  

Wednesday 

September 11 

1-4pm CCR Open for Donations 

6:30 Handbell Choir 

 

Lower Level Clothing Rack 

Sanctuary 

Thursday 

September 12 

6-8pm CCR Open for Shoppers 

6:45 Congregation Council 

Lower Level  Clothing  Rack 

Green Room  

Friday 

September 13 

8:30 AA 

 

Green Room 

 

Saturday 

September 14 

  

Sunday 

September 15 

8:30 Bible Study 

9:30 Worship & JAM 

11:00 Sanctuary Church 

Discussion 

12:00 Women’s Bible Study 

Green Room 

Sanctuary 

Memorial Hall 

 

Memorial Hall  


