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35 Wilson Ave, PO Box 338; Gilbertsville, PA 19525 

610-367-9738   www.stlukegilbertsville.org 

September 5, 2021 

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Executive Officers: 

Rev. Mary Ann Siefke, Pastor 

Connie Hukari, President 

Leslie Romasco, Vice President 

Pam Reifsnyder, Secretary 

Scott Moyer, Treasurer 

Congregational Council: 

John Bealer 

Donna Biehl 

Donna Conrad 

Mike Ferraro 

Connie Hukari 

Dave Janzow 

Tim Kenna 

Bonnie Kuser 

Leslie Romasco 

Pam Reifsnyder 

Tom Undercuffler 

Joe Vendetti 

Prelude 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 
Setting, Paul Manz 

©1964 Concoridia Publishing House, ©1989 assigned MorningStar Music  

Publishers, All rights reserved. Used by permission. OneLicense #A-729465  

 

Hymn of the Day: 

ELW 612 

Healer of our Every Ill 
Text: Marty Haugen, b.1950; Music: Marty Haugen, © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc., 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. OneLicense #A-729465  

 

Sending: 

ELW 858 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 
Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; tr.Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.;  

Music: Ernewerten Gesangbuch, Part II, Stralsund, 1665; Public Domain. 

 

ST. LUKE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Welcome to Worship 
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Prelude 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Welcome 
 

Please rise in body or spirit. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness  

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 

Almighty God,  

to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,  

and from whom no secrets are hid:  

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  

that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  

by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  

so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,  

to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 
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God, who is rich in mercy,  

loved us even when we were dead in sin,  

and made us alive together with Christ.  

By grace you have been saved.  

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.  

Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,  

that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 

 

Greeting  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.  

 
Prayer of the Day  

Gracious God,  
throughout the ages  

you transform sickness into health and death into life.  

Open us to the power of your presence,  

and make us a people ready to proclaim your promises  

to the whole world,  

through Jesus Christ, our healer and Lord.  

Amen. 

 
 

Please be seated. 
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WORD  

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.  
 

Isaiah 35:4-7a 
 

4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 

  “Be strong, do not fear! 

 Here is your God. 

  He will come with vengeance, 

 with terrible recompense. 

  He will come and save you.” 

 

 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

  and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 

 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, 

  and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 

  and streams in the desert; 

 7athe burning sand shall become a pool, 

  and the thirsty ground springs of water.  
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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James 2:1-17 
 

1My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really 

believe in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ? 2For if a person with gold 

rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor 

person in dirty clothes also comes in, 3and if you take notice of the 

one wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have a seat here, please,” 

while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my 

feet,” 4have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and 

become judges with evil thoughts? 5Listen, my beloved brothers 

and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in 

faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to those 

who love him? 6But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich 

who oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? 7Is it not 

they who blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked over 

you? 

  8You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the 

scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 9But if you 

show partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the law as 

transgressors. 10For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one 

point has become accountable for all of it. [11For the one who 

said, “You shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You shall not 

murder.” Now if you do not commit adultery but if you murder, you 

have become a transgressor of the law. 12So speak and so act as 

those who are to be judged by the law of liberty. 13For judgment 

will be without mercy to anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy 

triumphs over judgment.] 

  14What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have 

faith but do not have works? Can faith save you? 15If a brother or 

sister is naked and lacks daily food, 16and one of you says to them, 

“Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not 

supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? 17So faith by 

itself, if it has no works, is dead.  

 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Mark 7:24-37 
 

24[Jesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a 

house and did not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not 

escape notice,25but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean 

spirit immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at 

his feet. 26Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She 

begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 27He said to her, 

“Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food 

and throw it to the dogs.” 28But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs 

under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” 29Then he said to her, “For 

saying that, you may go—the demon has left your daughter.” 30So she 

went home, found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 

  31Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon 

towards the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32They brought 

to him a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech; and they 

begged him to lay his hand on him. 33He took him aside in private, away 

from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and 

touched his tongue. 34Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to 

him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 35And immediately his ears were 

opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. 36Then Jesus 

ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more 

zealously they proclaimed it. 37They were astounded beyond measure, 

saying, “He has done everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear 

and the mute to speak.”  

Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon          Rev. Mary Ann Harris Siefke 

Please rise in body or spirit.  

 

 



 7 

 

Hymn of the Day                Healer of our Every Ill                         ELW 612 
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Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Prayers of Healing 

O Christ our Lord, as in times past, 

Not all the sick and suffering found their way to your side, 

But had to have their hands taken,  

Or their bodies carried, or their names mentioned.  

So we, confident of your goodness, bring others to you.  

 

As in times past, 

You looked at the faith of friends 

And let peace and healing be known. 

Look on our faith, even our little faith 
And Let your Kingdom come.  
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We name before you 

Those for whom pain is the greatest problem; 

Who are remembered more for their destress than their potential; 

Who at night cry “I wish to God it were morning,” 

And in the morning cry, “I wish to God it were night.” 

 (We name them with our hearts or our lips.) 

Lord Jesus Christ, Lover of all,  
Bring Healing, bring peace.  

 

We name before you 

Those whose problem is psychological; 

Those haunted by the nightmares of their past  

Or the specters of their future; 

Those whose minds are shackled 

To neuroses, depression, dementia, or fears, 

Who do not know what is wrong or what to pray.  

 (We name them with our hearts or our lips.) 

Lord Jesus Christ, Lover of all,  
Bring Healing, bring peace. 

 

We name before you 

Those in whose experience light has turned to darkness, 

As the end of a life  

Or the breaking of a relationship 

Leaves them stunned in their souls 

And silent in their conversation, 

Not knowing where to turn  

Or whom to turn to 

Or whether life has a purpose any more.  

 (We name them with our hearts or our lips.) 

Lord Jesus Christ, Lover of all,  
Bring Healing, bring peace. 
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And others whose troubles we do not know 

Or whose names we would not say aloud, 

We mention now in the silence 

Which only you understand.  

 

Lord Jesus Christ, Lover of all,  
Bring Healing, bring peace. 

 

Lord God,  

You alone are skilled to know the cure  

For every sickness and every soul. 

If, by our lives, your grace may be known 

Then in us, through us, and, if need be, despite us, 
Let your Kingdom Come.  

 

On all who tend the sick, 

Counsel the distressed, 

Sit with the dying, 

Or advance medical research 

We ask your blessing, 

That in caring for your people 

They may meet and serve their Lord.  

 

For those who, in this land, 

Administer the agencies of health and welfare, 

We ask your guidance that in all they do 

Human worth may be valued, 

And the service of human need be fully resourced.  

 

This we ask in the name of him 

Whose flesh and blood  

Have made all God’s children special.  
Amen.  

 
Adapted from, “Liturgy For A Service of Healing,” A Wee Worship Book: Fourth Incarnation.  
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Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

Please rise in body or spirit. 

 

MEAL  

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.  
 

Great Thanksgiving  

Dialogue  

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
 

Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 

As if it were not enough  

To bring sound from silence, 

Light from darkness, 

Order from confusion; 

As if it were not enough 

To make the world excellent and intricate, 

You gave the kiss of life to the dust of the earth.  

You made male and female,  

Me and us.  
So we bless you.  

 

As if it were not enough 

To watch the world you had created, 

To admire your handwork from eternity; 

As if it were not enough 

To care and be kind at a distance, 

You sent your Son to be flesh of our flesh 

Bone of our bone, 
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To live and walk beside 

Me and us.  
So we bless you. 
 

As if it were not enough 

To be looked at and listened to, 

Criticized and complimented, 

Feted and forsaken, 

You stretched out your arm and held out your hand  

To heal and to help 

Me and us.  
So we bless you. 
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

As if it were not enough 

To do all this and return, triumphant, to glory,  

You still hear our cries in the courts of high heaven, 

And promise your Spirit for the healing of the nations 

And for me and for us. 
So we bless you, 

God of all power, 

Lord of our weakness, 

Spirit of our Salvation.  

Amen 

 
Adapted from, “Liturgy For A Service of Healing,” A Wee Worship Book: Fourth Incarnation. 
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The Lord’s Prayer  

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion 

Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. 

All are welcome here.  
 
 

Please be seated. 
                                                         

 

The body of Christ given for you.  Amen 

The blood of Christ shed for you.  Amen 
 

Prayer After Communion  

Jesus, Bread of life, 
we have received from your table 

more than we could ever ask. 

As you have nourished us in this meal, 

now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. 

In your name we pray. 

Amen. 
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SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

Announcements 
 

Please rise in body or spirit. 

 

Blessing 

The blessing of God, 

Who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 

Be upon you now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                Praise to the Lord, the Almighty                ELW 858 

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ 
Thanks Be to God.   

 

Postlude 
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Announcements                             September 5, 2021 
 

 

PRAYERS FOR Health and Healing: 

• Betty Musser 

• Vicki Gordon, surgery 

• Bonnie Reece, knee surgery (Pam Ferraro’s cousin) 

• Kelly Harris (sister-in-law of Vince Harris) 

• Tara Gerber, surgery (daughter of Donna Biehl) 

• Tom 

• Sharon Hoffa 

• Shirley Gable (sister of Ruth Ann Shaner) 
 

PRAYERS FOR those in grief: 
 

• Family and friends of Bill Palombia, (friend of Donna Biehl’s son) 

• Family and friends of Lee Mecherly 

• Family and friends of Paulette Moyer (friend of Donna Conrad) 

• Family and friends of George Evans, Jr. (step-brother of Lisa 

Smoyer and step-son of Joyce Evans) 
 

 

PRAYERS FOR those Needing Continued Prayers: 
 
 

  Ann Marie, Bob Arobone, Jalen Gray, & Khristopher Yoder 
 

PRAYERS FOR those at home: 
 

 Polly Blackwell   Charles & Gloria Christman 

 Jean & Bill Christy   Roy & Marie Geiger 

 Paul McFarland   Ruth Nice 

 Helen Penketh   Michael Quicksell 

 Clayton & Ann Rhoads  Jane Roth 

 Betty Shenk    Cookie Stasik 

 
 

If you know anyone that should be on this list, please contact the church office at  

610-367-9738 
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Todays Volunteers: 

 Lector:  Kathy Billger 

 Ushers:  Ron Hukari and Dave Janzow 

 

Worship in the Sanctuary 

Worship will be in the Sanctuary at 9:30 am.  We will also be on 

Facebook Live or tune into 91.3 FM 

 
Annual Picnic 

After worship on Sunday, September 12 you are invited to our Annual 

Picnic in the Pavilion.  Bingo, games, good conversation and catered 

food will be available. 

 
Community Clothing Rack 

As a reminder, the CCR schedule is back to regular hours.  CCR will be 

open on Wednesdays at 1:00 to 4:00 pm and the second Thursday of 

the month at 6:00 to 8:00 pm. 
 

Catechism 

Catechism class will start on September 8.   Please contact Pastor 

Mary Ann for information. 
 

 

 

 

 

      Worship and Stewardship  

Our August Commitment             Our Generosity  Overage/Shortfall 

   Budget           $15,029                   $11,657            -$3,372 

   Mission Support          $838                          $428            -$410 

            Hall Rental, Bulletin & Communion Sponsors and Memorials = $200 

                   

100th Anniversary Campaign 

Pledges received year to date:  $96,430 

Actual year to date:  $83,641 
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Date Week  of Sept. 5 - 11 Location 

Sunday, Sept. 5 

15th Sunday after 

 Pentecost 

 

9:30 am Worship 

  

Sanctuary 

  

Wednesday, Sept. 8 
1:00 - 4:00 pm CCR  

open for Shopping 
CCR Room  

Worship Leaders Sunday, September 12 Sunday, September 19 

Lector Dave Janzow Pat Hallman 

Ushers Gary Fronheiser, Ron Hukari Dave Girton, Ron Hukari 

Office Volunteers Pat Hallman (September 9) Donna Biehl (September 16) 

Children’s  Page  Sept 5, 2021 


