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September 27, 2020 

17th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Prelude 

   Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness               setting, Benjamin Culli 
 

Gathering 

  Come, Let Us Worship God                   Ray Makeever 

 

Hymn of the Day 

  Change my Heart, O God              Eddie Espinosa, b. 1953  

      

St. Luke Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Knowing, Sharing, Celebrating Christ 
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Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 

The fairness of God’s way

 
 

 

 

1The word of the Lord came to me: 2What do you mean by  

repeating this proverb concerning the land of Israel, “The parents 

have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on 

edge”? 3As I live, says the Lord God, this proverb shall no more be 

used by you in Israel. 4Know that all lives are mine; the life of the 

parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person 

who sins that shall die. 

  25Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, 

O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are  

unfair? 26When the righteous turn away from their righteousness 

and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they 

have committed they shall die. 27Again, when the wicked turn 

away from the wickedness they have committed and do what is 

lawful and right, they shall save their life. 28Because they  

considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they 

had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. 29Yet the 

house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of  

Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 

  30Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you  

according to your ways, says the Lord God. Repent and turn from 

all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 31Cast 

away from you all the transgressions that you have committed 

against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! 

Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32For I have no pleasure in the 

death of anyone, says the Lord God. Turn, then, and live.  
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Philippians 2:1-13 

Christ humbled o the point of death on a cross

 

 

1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from 

love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2make 

my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being 

in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from selfish ambition or 

conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4Let 

each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of  

others. 5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

 6who, though he was in the form of God, 

  did not regard equality with God 

  as something to be exploited, 

 7but emptied himself, 

  taking the form of a slave, 

  being born in human likeness. 

 And being found in human form, 

  8he humbled himself 

  and became obedient to the point of death— 

  even death on a cross. 

 

 9Therefore God also highly exalted him 

  and gave him the name 

  that is above every name, 

 10so that at the name of Jesus 

  every knee should bend, 

  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

 11and every tongue should confess 

  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

  to the glory of God the Father. 

 

  12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not 

only in my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out 

your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13for it is God who is at 

work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good  

pleasure.  
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Matthew 21:23-32 

A parable of doing God’s will

 

 

23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders 

of the people came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what 

authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this  

authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if 

you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do 

these things. 25Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it 

of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, 

‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe 

him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; 

for all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, “We do 

not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what  

authority I am doing these things. 

  28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first 

and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29He answered, 

‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. 30The father 

went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; 

but he did not go. 31Which of the two did the will of his father?” They 

said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors 

and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of 

you. 32For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did 

not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed 

him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and 

believe him.” 
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17th Sunday after Pentecost                 September 27, 2020 

 

PRAYERS FOR Health and Healing: 

 Kathryn Foor, hip surgery (mother of Carol Geiger) 

 Andy (friend of the Shalaways) 

 Linda (friend of the Shalaways) 

 Amelia Chalifoux, surgery 

 Val Schlegel, surgery 

 Frank Schlegel, surgery (father of Ted Schlegel) 

 Ruth Nice, surgery 

 

PRAYERS FOR Those in Grief: 

 Family & Friends of Elizabeth Werner (friend of Connie Hukari) 
 

PRAYERS FOR Those Needing Continued Prayers: 

  Bob Arobone, Roy Geiger,  

  Jalen Gray, Travis Reese,  

  Cookie Stasik &  Khristopher Yoder 

 

For prayer requests, please contact the church office at 610-367-9738. 

 
 

Sponsors: 

 In honor of Carol & Ross Geiger’s wedding anniversary 

 In honor of Wesley Pulliam’s birthday by Mike & Pam Ferrero 

Video Lectors 

September 27 

17th  Sunday after Pentecost 

October 4 

18th  Sunday after Pentecost 

Megan Ingram Leslie Romasco 

Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32  Isaiah 5:1-7  

Philippians 2:1-13  Philippians 3:4b-14   

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2020-9-27/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2020-10-4/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2020-9-27/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2020-10-4/0#
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Announcements                                   September 27, 2020 
 

Sunday Worship in the Pavilion at 9:30 

Tune your FM station to 91.3 

Masks & physical distancing are required. 

Please bring your own lawn chair and find a sunny spot!   

Communion will be celebrated by BYOE (Bring your own element) 
 

October 4, Pet Blessing 

All well behaved pets are invited to worship for a special blessing. 
 

Thank You 

Ruth Nice would like to thank you for all the prayers, cards and well wishes 

during her recent hospitalization.  They were greatly appreciated. 

 

Listen to the Upper Room Devotional on the Phone 

During this time of pandemic the call-in meditation is available at no charge.  If 

you do not pay for long distance call 615-212-2013 or if you do pay for long 

distance call 877-600-7218 

 

 

  

  

      Worship and Stewardship  

Our August Commitment             Our Generosity  Overage/Shortfall 

Budget          $14,955             $8,293              -$6,662 

Mission Support         $875                  $697      -$178 

                 Thrivent Choice Dollars, Redners Rebate & Sponsors $249 

100th Anniversary Campaign 

Pledges received year to date:  $96,430 

Actual year to date: $61,640 

St. Luke Evangelical Lutheran Church 

35 Wilson Ave, PO Box 338 

Gilbertsville, PA 19525 

610-367-9738 


