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Prelude 

What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine  
     (from Missa Brevis on Gospel Tunes)          

Setting, Sam Batt Owens 

©1999 MorningStar Music Pubishers, All rights reserved. Used by permission.  

OneLicense #A-729465  
 

 

Hymn of the Day: 

ELW 798 

Will You Come and Follow Me 
Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949, Text © 1987 Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications, 

Inc., All rights reserved. Used by permission. OneLicense #A-729465 

Music: Scottish traditional, Public Domain.   

 

Sending: 

ELW 774 

What a Fellowship 

Text: Elisha A. Hoffman, 1839-1929; Music: Anthony J. Showalter, 1858-1924;  

Public Domain. Arrangement. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress, All rights reserved.  

Used by permission. OneLicense #A-729465 

ST. LUKE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Welcome to Worship 



Prelude 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
Welcome 
 

Please rise in body or spirit. 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 

In the name of the Father,  

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 

 

Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hid: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  

that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 

so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,  

to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 



God, who is rich in mercy, 

loved us even when we were dead in sin, 

and made us alive together with Christ. 

By grace you have been saved. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,  

that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 

 
Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 

 
Prayer of the Day 

O God,  
through suffering and rejection 

you bring forth our salvation, 

and by the glory of the cross 

you transform our lives. 

Grant that for the sake of the gospel 

we may turn from the lure of evil, 

take up our cross, 

and follow your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 
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WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
Isaiah 50:4-9a 

 
4The Lord GOD has given me 

  the tongue of a teacher, 

 that I may know how to sustain 

  the weary with a word. 

 Morning by morning he wakens— 

  wakens my ear 

  to listen as those who are taught. 

 5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 

  and I was not rebellious, 

  I did not turn backward. 

 6I gave my back to those who struck me, 

  and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 

 I did not hide my face 

  from insult and spitting. 

 

 7The Lord GOD helps me; 

  therefore I have not been disgraced; 

 therefore I have set my face like flint, 

  and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 

  8he who vindicates me is near. 

 Who will contend with me? 

  Let us stand up together. 

 Who are my adversaries? 

  Let them confront me. 

 9aIt is the Lord GOD who helps me; 

  who will declare me guilty?  

 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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James 3:1-12 

 
1Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for 

you know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For 

all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in 

speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a 

bridle. 3If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, 

we guide their whole bodies. 4Or look at ships: though they are so large 

that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very 

small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5So also the tongue is a 

small member, yet it boasts of great exploits. 

  How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 6And the tongue is a 

fire. The tongue is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it 

stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on 

fire by hell. 7For every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea 

creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human 

species, 8but no one can tame the tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly 

poison. 9With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse those 

who are made in the likeness of God. 10From the same mouth come 

blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be 

so. 11Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and 

brackish water? 12Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a 

grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh.  

 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Mark 8:27-38 

 
27Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and 

on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28And 

they answered him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, 

one of the prophets.” 29He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” 

Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” 30And he sternly ordered 

them not to tell anyone about him. 

 

  31Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo 

great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the 

scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32He said all this 

quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But 

turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get 

behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but 

on human things.” 

  34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want 

to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their 

cross and follow me. 35For those who want to save their life will lose it, 

and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, 

will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and 

forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their 

life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous 

and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed 

when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”  

 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon       Rev. Mary Ann Harris Siefke  

 
Please rise in body or spirit. 
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Hymn of the Day             Will You Come and Follow Me                ELW 798 
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Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Affirmation of Christian Vocation 

Siblings in Christ, both our work and our rest are in God. 

Will you endeavor to pattern your life on the Lord Jesus Christ, 

in gratitude to God and in service to others,  

at morning and evening, at work and at play,  

all the days of your life? 
I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 

Almighty God, by the power of the Spirit  

you have knit us your servants into the one body of your Son, Jesus Christ. 

Look with favor upon us in our commitment to serve in Christ’s name.  

Give us courage, patience, and vision;  

and strengthen us all in our Christian vocation of witness to the world  

and of service to others; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Please be seated. 

 
Prayers of Intercession 

Trusting God at work in and among us,  

we raise our hearts and voices in prayer for the needs of the world. 

 

For your work in the church, we give thanks.  

Plant and tend relationships among faith communities,  

both ecumenical and interfaith,  

that in faithful listening, speech, and action,  

our hands work to bear fruit for the sake of all in need.  

God of grace, we pray, 
hear us when we call. 

 

For your work in creation, we give thanks.  

Sustain peoples and places affected by climate change,  

ecological devastation, and natural disasters.  

Prosper the work of creation-care ministries locally and globally,  

that with our minds and hearts opened,  

our hands work to lovingly care for the earth.  

God of life, we pray, 
hear us when we call. 

 

For your work among the nations, we give thanks.  

Direct leaders in paths of honest service,  

that both their words and actions  

are carried out on behalf of those whom they serve.  

God of righteousness, we pray, 
hear us when we call. 

 

For your work in places of need, we give thanks.  

Sustain all who are wearied by unemployment  

or lack of adequate food or housing,  

that we advocate for relief and just policy.  

Bring healing to all who are sick  

through the skillful hands and compassionate hearts of  
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physicians, nurses, therapists and caregivers  

We pray especially for...  

God of restoration, we pray, 
hear us when we call. 
 

For your work in our neighborhoods, towns, and cities, we give thanks.  

Guide our common life together  

so that children, youth, and adults of all ages flourish.  

Teach us to listen attentively to our neighbors, that any new endeavors 

consider those who may be left out or under served.  

God of wisdom, we pray, 
hear us when we call. 
 

For your work in this worshiping community, we give thanks.  

Bless our mission and service.  

Foster deeper connections among those who serve  

and a spirit of accompaniment  

as we work alongside those in our community.  

Strengthen our faith, that we trust God moving in and among us.  

God of love, we pray, 
hear us when we call. 
 

For your work among those who came before us, we give thanks.  

We remember those who have died  

and are held forever in your loving hands especially…  

Hold us in your presence now and always.  

God of heaven and earth, 
hear us when we call. 
 

Receive these and all our prayers, Gracious God.  

We pray in the name of Jesus and by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

Please rise in body or spirit. 
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MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 

Great Thanksgiving 

Dialogue 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,  

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,  

we await his coming in glory. 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,  

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. 

All are welcome here.  

 
Please be seated. 

 
Invitation to Communion 

The body of Christ given for you. Amen  

The blood of Christ shed for you. Amen 

 
Prayer After Communion 

Jesus, Bread of life, 
we have received from your table 

more than we could ever ask. 

As you have nourished us in this meal, 

now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. 

In your name we pray. 

Amen. 
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SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

Announcements 
 

Please rise in body or spirit. 
 

Prayer of Blessing 

Friends in Christ:  

Today we give thanks to God and seek God’s blessing. 
 

Let us pray. 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. 

You made the whole earth for your glory; all creation praises you.  

We lift our voices to join the songs of heaven and earth 

in thanksgiving for the many blessings you have given us. 

Renew in us the commitment 

to use our gifts in the service of others, and especially of those in need.  

Let us be your hands to feed the hungry, shelter the homeless, 

clothe the naked, comfort the weary and outcast, 

welcome the stranger, care for creation, 

and be loving neighbors to all people. 
 

Bless those who go out from here to labor in help of others. 

Prosper the work of their hands. 

Bless those who receive the fruits of their labor, 

and may those who are sent receive blessing in return. 

May the gifts they use and share be signs of your love to all people. 
 

Bless those who tend gardens, prepare and deliver meals. 

May those who receive them be nourished and strengthened,  

and may those gifts be a sign of your love to all people. 
 

Bless those who make baby hats, chemo caps, and prayer shawls. 

May those who receive them find dignity in their use  

and comfort in their warmth,  

and may these gifts be a sign of your love to all people. 

To you, O God, be glory and honor through your Son, Jesus Christ,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, in your church and in the world,  

now and forever.  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                       What A Fellowship                              ELW 774 

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ 
Thanks Be to God.  

 
Postlude 
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Announcements                September 12, 2021 
 

PRAYERS FOR Health and Healing: 

• Bonnie Reece, knee surgery (Pam Ferraro’s cousin) 

• Kelly Harris (sister-in-law of Vince Harris) 

• Tara Gerber, surgery (daughter of Donna Biehl) 

• Tom 

• Sharon Hoffa 

• Shirley Gable (Sister of Ruth Ann Shaner) 

• Shirley Bucks, shoulder injury 
 

PRAYERS FOR those in grief: 
 

• Family and friends of Lee Mecherly 

• Family and friends of Paulette Moyer (friend of Donna Conrad) 

• Family and friends of George Evans, Jr. (step-brother of Lisa 

Smoyer and step-son of Joyce Evans) 

• Family and friends of Patty Grim (cousin of Carol Geiger) 

• Family and friends of Betty Musser 
 

 

PRAYERS FOR those Needing Continued Prayers: 
 
 

  Ann Marie, Bob Arobone, Jalen Gray, & Khristopher Yoder 
 

PRAYERS FOR those at home: 
 

 Polly Blackwell   Charles & Gloria Christman 

 Jean & Bill Christy   Roy & Marie Geiger 

 Paul McFarland   Ruth Nice 

 Helen Penketh   Michael Quicksell 

 Clayton & Ann Rhoads  Jane Roth 

 Betty Shenk    Cookie Stasik 
 
 

Sponsors: 

Bulletins in honor of Shirley Buck’s birthday by the Ferraro and Buck 

families. 
 

Todays Volunteers: 

 Lector:  Dave Janzow 

 Ushers:  Gary Fronheiser and Ron Hukari 
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Assistance Needed 

After the worship service this Sunday, assistance is needed in preparing 

the church for a funeral.   
 

A Message from Betty Musser 

Dear Friends and family, 

Thank you to everyone for visiting, sending cards, flowers and drive by for 

my birthday.  Your continuing prayers for me mean a lot.  I received 86 

birthday cards!! 

 Love, Betty 

 

In the living hope of the Resurrection 

St. Luke Evangelical Lutheran Church announces the 

Death of Betty Marie Musser which occurred Monday, Sept. 6, 2021. 
 

A Funeral Service will take place  

Monday, September 13, 2021 

11:00am (a bereavement luncheon will follow)  

with visitation beginning at 9:30am. 

 St. Luke Evangelical Lutheran Church 

35 Wilson Ave. Gilbertsville, PA 19512 
 

At the request of the family, we ask that everyone, regardless of 

vaccination status, wear masks covering their nose and mouth.  
 

Betty is survived by her loving husband, Gene, as well as numerous other 

loving family members.  
 

Condolences may be sent to: 

Eugene Musser, 365 Mill Street, Boyertown, PA 19512-8435 
 

In lieu of flowers, please send monetary donations to:  

St. Luke Ev. Lutheran Church Mission Endowment Fund 

PO Box 338  

Gilbertsville, PA 19525 

or  

LVHN John & Dorothy Morgan Cancer Center  

1240 S. Cedar Crest Blvd. 

Allentown, PA 18103 
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Date Week  of Sept 12—18 Location 

Sunday, Sept. 12 

16th Sunday after  Pentecost 

9:30 am Worship 

Annual Picnic 

Sanctuary 

Pavilion 

Wednesday, Sept. 15 
1:00 - 4:00 pm CCR  

open for Shopping 
CCR Room  

Worship Leaders Sunday, Sept. 19 Sunday, Sept.  26 

Lector Pat Hallman Joe Vendetti 

Ushers Dave Girton, Ron Hukari Larry Billger, Terry Conrad 

Office Volunteers Donna Biehl (Sept. 16) Cindy Bealer (Sept. 23) 

100th Anniversary Campaign 

Pledges received year to date:  $96,430 

Actual year to date:  $83,928 

      Worship and Stewardship  

Our August Commitment             Our Generosity  Overage/Shortfall 

   Budget           $15,029                   $11,657            -$3,372 

   Mission Support          $838                         $428               -$410 

            Hall Rental, Bulletin & Communion Sponsors and Memorials = $200 


