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November 8, 2020 

23rd Sunday after Pentecost 

 

 
Prelude 

   Wake, Awake, For Night is Flying             setting, Max Reger 
 
Gathering 

  It Won’t Be Long                                  Ray Makeever 

 

Hymn of the Day 

  Wake, Awake for Night is Flying         Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608 

St. Luke Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Knowing, Sharing, Celebrating Christ 
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Amos 5:18-24 

Let justice roll down like waters 

 

 

18Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD! 

  Why do you want the day of the LORD? 

 It is darkness, not light; 

  19as if someone fled from a lion, 

  and was met by a bear; 

 or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall, 

  and was bitten by a snake. 

 20Is not the day of the LORD darkness, not light, 

  and gloom with no brightness in it? 

 

 21I hate, I despise your festivals, 

  and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 

 22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain  

offerings, 

  I will not accept them; 

 and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals 

  I will not look upon. 

 23Take away from me the noise of your songs; 

  I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 

 24But let justice roll down like waters, 

  and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.  
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13We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, 

about those who have died, so that you may not grieve as  

others do who have no hope. 14For since we believe that Jesus 

died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with 

him those who have died. 15For this we declare to you by the 

word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the 

coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have 

died. 16For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the 

archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will  

descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then 

we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds 

together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be 

with the Lord forever. 18Therefore encourage one another with 

these words.  

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
The promise of the Resurrection 
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Matthew 25:1-13 

The story of the wise and foolish bridesmaids 
 

 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be 

like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the 

bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were 

wise. 3When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with 

them; 4but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As the 

bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and 

slept. 6But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the  

bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7Then all those bridesmaids 

got up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish said to the wise, 

‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the 

wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you 

had better go to the dealers and buy some for  

yourselves.’ 10And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom 

came, and those who were ready went with him into the  

wedding banquet; and the door was shut. 11Later the other 

bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12But he 

replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ 13Keep awake  

therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” 
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Grace and Peace to you, Dear Church, 

From God and from our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ.  Amen 
 

I have yet to see the Northern Lights…   

 In August of 2016 I visited my cousin and her children in 

Michigan’s Upper Peninsula.  As I left their home after a fun filled 

four days I joyfully exclaimed, “I’ll be back soon!”  Two months 

later I made that beautiful eight hour drive from my home to 

theirs once again.  It was October and October in the U.P is dark 

and cold.  It is not unheard of to see snow, lots and lots of snow 

fall not so gently from the sky in early fall.  It’s also not unheard of 

to look to the sky to see the beautiful Northern Lights.   

 One evening we sat outside enjoying laughter and looking 

at the stars when the darkness and the cold became too 

much.  My family continued their laughter and star gazing as I 

went inside to cuddle one of their adorable dogs under a 

blanket.  I was comfy, warm, and just about asleep when I 

heard, “Cousin!  Come quick!”  I put on my shoes and hurried to 

the door.  As I opened the door my cousin said, “You missed 

it.”  Missed what I wondered.  “You just missed the Northern 

Lights!”  I stayed outside for a few minutes waiting for the lights to 

appear. After what seemed like an eternity I lost hope and 

returned to the comfy cozy blanket and dog.  Fifteen minutes 

later I heard the same exclamation, “Cousin!  Come quick!”  This 

time I didn’t bother with my shoes and just went outside.   
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 I told you I have yet to see the Northern Lights…. This 

remains true.  You guessed it, I was late again.  If I would have 

had the courage and hope to wait in the dark the outcome 

would have been very different.   

 Today’s Gospel reading is one of three parables Jesus tells 

to his disciples while sitting on the Mount Olives overlooking the 

Temple.  These three parables have traditionally been 

associated with the end times or the Second Coming of 

Jesus.  Our reading today is the first of these three, sometimes 

perceived as dark and hopeless, parables. 

 Today’s parable uses the imagery of a wedding 

banquet.  The wedding banquet is common scriptural imagery 

for the return of Jesus and the Kingdom of Heaven.  What better 

celebration of love and joy is there in this world?  In this parable 

ten bridesmaids are waiting for the bridegroom to arrive at the 

wedding feast.  When the bridegroom is delayed they all fall 

asleep.  None of them could stay awake.  When they hear the 

shout of the bridegroom’s arrival they awake and trim their 

lamps.  This is where the trouble begins…  

 The disciples, listening to Jesus tell these parables on the 

Mount of Olives probably thought they were ready for the events 

to come, Jesus’ crucifixion and death.  Scripture tells us they 

were not.  The bridesmaids in this parable all thought they were 

ready for the coming of the bridegroom.  Again, scripture tells us 

they were not.   

 



8 

 

 I thought I was ready to see the Northern Lights.  Past 

experience has led me to believe, I was not yet ready.  We all 

think we are ready for the Kingdom of Heaven and the return of 

Jesus.  Scripture tells us God will judge our preparedness, not 

us.  We will not know until that day and God alone knows when 

that day will come… 

 Until that day, when Jesus comes again to Reign,  we 

wait.  Sometimes we wait in the dark.  Sometimes we wait in the 

light.  However we wait, Jesus tells us to wait awake and 

prepared filled with the gifts of faith and hope.  We wait ready to 

welcome Jesus when we he comes.   

 In these days of pandemic, political division, apathy, and 

loneliness it is difficult to wait with faith in our hearts.  It is even 

more difficult to wait with hope in our souls: hope for salvation, 

hope for unity, hope for justice, and hope for healing.  Maybe 

this is the reason why so many of us are not just sleepy but 

exhausted in these days.  

 Church, this is our wake up call.  Wake up!   

Stay awake!  Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come 

again just as he said.  God is still speaking.  Jesus is still 

redeeming.  The Holy Spirit is still moving.  And church, we have 

work to do in this world.  We have God’s work, Kingdom work to 

do as we await the wedding feast.   
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The light of Christ shines in and through you.                           

The word of Christ speaks through you.   

God’s justice flows from you.   

You are the face of hope for this broken and hurting world.   

Keep awake church  

and  

wait with hope and with faith.   

Have hope in the dark.   

Have faith in the light.   

Together we wait. 

Together we prepare. 

Together we pray.  

Amen. 
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23rd Sunday after Pentecost                   November 8, 2020 

 

PRAYERS FOR Health and Healing: 

 Leah Harris, arm surgery (wife of Dan Harris) 

 Justine, nasal surgery (granddaughter of Bob & Nancy Ballantyne) 

 Glenn Moyer (Shirley Moyer’s son) 

 Richard Nyman (father of Trudy Durante) 

 

PRAYERS FOR those in grief: 

 Family and friends of Brian Blackwell, Sr (Polly Blackwell’s son) 

 

PRAYERS FOR Those Needing Continued Prayers: 

  Bob Arobone, Roy Geiger,  

  Jalen Gray, Travis Reese,  

  Cookie Stasik &  Khristopher Yoder 

 

For prayer requests, please contact the church office at 610-367-9738. 

 
 

Sponsor of Communion Elements and Sanctuary Lamp: 

 

In memory of Curtis Fronheiser’s birthday by his children,  

Gary & Linda Fronheiser and Sandy Reifsnyder. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Worship Leaders 

 

Video Lector 

Sunday  

Morning 

Lector 
Ushers 

Nov. 8 Betty Musser Kathy Billger Tom Undercuffler & 

Dave Janzow 

Nov. 15 Joe Vendetti Pat Hallman Ross Geiger, Terry Conrad & 

Larry Billger 

Nov. 22 Dave Janzow Kathy  

Undercuffler 

Dave Girton & 

Sandi Quicksell 
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Announcements                                   November 8, 2020 
 

Sunday Worship is in the Sanctuary 

We will be worshipping inside the Sanctuary at 9:30 am.  Masks will be required.  

Ushers will take you to the designated seats so that we can maintain physical 

distancing at all times.  We will also continue online and radio broadcasting for 

those not comfortable with coming inside yet. 

 

Veterans Day Worship 

Veterans and their families are invited to worship at St. Luke on Wednesday, 

November 11 at 9:30 am.  Worship will also be on Facebook Live for the entirety 

of the congregation. 

 

  

 

  

  

      Worship and Stewardship  

Our Oct. Commitment             Our Generosity  Overage/Shortfall 

Budget        $11,964                   TBD     TBD 

Mission Support        $700                    TBD     TBD 

                   

100th Anniversary Campaign 

Pledges received year to date:  $96,430 

Actual year to date: $62,195 

St. Luke Evangelical Lutheran Church 

35 Wilson Ave, PO Box 338 

Gilbertsville, PA 19525 

610-367-9738 

Thank You 

Thank you for all the sympathy cards for my great sorrow.  Thank you church 

family and to Pastor for her loving kindness. 

                                                                                             - Polly Blackwell 


