
 

 

 

ST. LUKE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
35 Wilson Ave., PO Box 338  

Gilbertsville, PA 19525 
610-367-9738  

  www.stlukegilbertsville.org 

Welcome to 9:30 am Worship 

22nd Sunday after Pentecost 

November 9, 2025 

We worship on the first day of the week because Jesus was raised on 

that day. Every Sunday is a little Easter. This Sunday feels more like 

Easter than many as the appointed texts celebrate the reality of the 

resurrection. Live it up this Lord’s day. Our God is the God of the living. 
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MUSIC & COPYRIGHTS  

November 9, 2025 
 

PRELUDE 

Voluntary on “Hymn to Joy” 
setting, Michael Burkhardt 

©2000 MorningStar Music Publishers 

 

GATHERING 

ELW 867    In Thee is Gladness 
Text: Johann Lindemann, 1549-1631; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, 

alt.; Music: Giovanni Giacomo Gastoldi, 1556-1622, Arr.©1969 Concordia 

Publishing House 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

ELW 681    We Plow the Fields and Scatter 
Text: Matthias Claudius, 1740-1815; tr. Jane M. Campbell, 1817-1878, 

alt.; Music: Johann A. P. Schulz, 1747-1800 

 

OFFERING SONG 

Create in Me (ELW 186) 

 

SENDING HYMN 
 

ELW 873    Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart  
Text: Edward H. Plumptre, 1821-1891, alt.; Music: Arthur H. Messiter, 

1834-1916 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All Rights Reserved. Used by permission. Sundays and Seasons.com ©2024 Augsburg Fortress. Printed and Streamed with  

permission Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006561 and OneLicense #A-729465; otherwise, Public Domain. 
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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit Calls us together as the people of God. 
PRELUDE           

 
Please rise in body or spirit 

             

Confession and forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 

and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Faithful God, 

you have shown us the ways of your heart, 

yet we stray from your paths. 

We are stuck in sinful systems of oppression 

and do not embrace the freedom 

of your faithful promises. 

We ignore our neighbors. 

We exploit the earth. 

We reject your abundance, 

trusting our impulses instead of your steadfast love. 

Repair our relationships, 

restore what we have broken, 

renew our hearts, 

and bring us to new life. 

Amen. 

 

Hear the good news: 

God the Faithful One loves you, 

☩ in Christ Jesus your sins are forgiven, 

and by the power of the Holy Spirit you are set free. 
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Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN            In Thee is Gladness             ELW 867    

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you.  

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

O God, our eternal redeemer, by the presence of your Spirit you renew 

and direct our hearts. Keep always in our mind the end of all things and 

the day of judgment. Inspire us for a holy life here, and bring us to the joy 

of the resurrection, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 
The assembly is seated. 

  

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

   

READING: 
A reading from 2 Corinthians 9: 6-15 

Remember this—a farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a small 

crop. But the one who plants generously will get a generous crop. You 

must each decide in your heart how much to give. And don’t give 

reluctantly or in response to pressure. “For God loves a person who gives 

cheerfully.” And God will generously provide all you need. Then you will 

always have everything you need and plenty left over to share with 

others. As the Scriptures say, “They share freely and give generously to the 

poor. Their good deeds will be remembered forever.”  
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For God is the one who provides seed for the farmer and then bread to 

eat. In the same way, he will provide and increase your resources and 

then produce a great harvest of generosity in you. Yes, you will be 

enriched in every way so that you can always be generous. And when we 

take your gifts to those who need them, they will thank God. So two good 

things will result from this ministry of giving—the needs of the believers in 

Jerusalem will be met, and they will joyfully express their thanks to God. As 

a result of your ministry, they will give glory to God. For your generosity to 

them and to all believers will prove that you are obedient to the Good 

News of Christ. And they will pray for you with deep affection because of 

the overflowing grace God has given to you. Thank God for this gift too 

wonderful for words! 

Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 100 

Shout with joy to the Lord, all the earth! 

Worship the Lord with gladness. 

Come before him, singing with joy. 

Acknowledge that the Lord is God! 

He made us, and we are his.  

We are his people, the sheep of his pasture. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving; go into his courts with praise. 

Give thanks to him and praise his name. 

For the Lord is good. His unfailing love continues forever, and his 

faithfulness continues to each generation. 

 

Please rise in body or spirit 
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Gospel Acclamation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL 

The holy gospel according to Luke 19:1-10 

Glory to you, O Lord 

Jesus entered Jericho and made his way through the town. There was a 

man there named Zacchaeus. He was the chief tax collector in the 

region, and he had become very rich. He tried to get a look at Jesus, but 

he was too short to see over the crowd. So he ran ahead and climbed a 

sycamore-fig tree beside the road, for Jesus was going to pass that way. 

When Jesus came by, he looked up at Zacchaeus and called him by 

name. “Zacchaeus!” he said. “Quick, come down! I must be a guest in 

your home today.” Zacchaeus quickly climbed down and took Jesus to 

his house in great excitement and joy. But the people were displeased. 

“He has gone to be the guest of a notorious sinner,” they 

grumbled. Meanwhile, Zacchaeus stood before the Lord and said, “I will 

give half my wealth to the poor, Lord, and if I have cheated people on 

their taxes, I will give them back four times as much! “Jesus 

responded, “Salvation has come to this home today, for this man has 

shown himself to be a true son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to 

seek and save those who are lost.” 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The assembly is seated. 

  

Message                                                           Min. Bobbie Hoffman 

  
Please rise in body or spirit. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY              We Plow the Fields and Scatter            ELW 681    

 

CREED 

Together, let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.  

  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

           and the life everlasting.  

           Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 

  
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, 

and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

Thank You Lord for all your blessings…. 

Hear us, O God. 
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Your mercy is great. 

 

God of all that is, delight in the praises of your people and revive the spirit 

of your church. Move through us with boldness so that we proclaim the 

gospel of Christ throughout the world. Renew and revive pastors, 

deacons, and lay leaders. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of the beginning, give us the courage to advocate for 

environmental policy that will ensure a viable future for generations to 

come. Restore desolate places to health and flourishing. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of all our days, guide the leaders of governments, nations, 

municipalities, and all those seeking office. Accompany election officials 

and volunteers. Dismantle injustice and oppression wherever it is found. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of comfort in troubled times, we pray for those in need of protection 

and care. Trusting that you are constant in mercy, protect those who seek 

safety and solace. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of what is yet to come, encourage and inspire those who give their 

time, talent, and treasure in service to your church. By their commitment, 

further the work of ministry in this place and uplift your gospel. Hear us, O 

God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of time and space, we give thanks for the faithful departed. Sustain 

us in hope of our eternal unity in Christ. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace 

and unyielding love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

  
Please rise in body or spirit. 

OFFERING SONG 

We present our offering to God during worship as sign of our gratitude for 

His goodness, mercy & generosity. 

 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

God of healing and hope, 

you bless those who are hungry, 

promising to fill them with good things. 

Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts. 
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Nourish us with the abundance of your feast 

and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ our Savior, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

DIALOGUE  

  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

  

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You call your people to cleanse their hearts 

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 

that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 

we may come to the fullness of your grace. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

With the church on earth and hosts of heaven, 

We praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  
 All are welcome to the table. If you will be coming to the altar for communion, please follow the 

ushers' instructions. Those who are choosing to stay in the pew, using the prefilled cups, and those 

who need to have the pastor bring the elements to them should wait for instructions from the 

pastor. Children are most welcome to accompany their parents to the altar for a blessing.  

  

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
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 Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done,  

 on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

 and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours, 

 now and forever.  Amen. 

 

COMMUNION SONG 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

                                                 The assembly is seated. 

  

 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION   

Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. 
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Come to this meal of mercy. 

 COMMUNION     

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen 

The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen 

  

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in God’s grace. 

Amen. 

  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 

 

God of field and flower, wheat and grape, 

you have nourished us with the bread of heaven 

that gives life to the world. 

Strengthened by the body and blood of your Son, 

send us out to gather your good gifts for all who 

hunger and thirst, 

and embolden us to love and serve in Christ’s name. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
Please rise in body and spirit. 

  

BLESSING 

The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, 

God the Son save you, 

and God the Holy Spirit anoint you for the work ahead. 

The holy Trinity bless you ☩ 

and grant you a faithful and courageous heart 

now and forever. Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN           Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart         ELW 873                                                                  

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace.  Share the harvest. 

Thanks be to God. 

  

POSTLUDE    
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