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St. Luke Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Knowing, Sharing, Celebrating Christ 

May 25, 2020 

Memorial Day Liturgy 

 

 

1 O God of ev'ry nation, 

 of ev'ry race and land, 

 redeem your whole creation 

 with your almighty hand; 

 where hate and fear divide us 

 and bitter threats are hurled, 

 in love and mercy guide us 

 and heal our strife-torn world. 

 

2 From search for wealth and 

power 

 and scorn of truth and right, 

 from trust in bombs that shower 

 destruction through the night, 

 from pride of race and station 

 and blindness to your way, 

 deliver ev'ry nation, 

 eternal God, we pray. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 Lord, strengthen all who labor 

 that all may find release 

 from fear of rattling saber, 

 from dread of war's increase; 

 when hope and courage fal-

ter, 

 Lord, let your voice be heard; 

 with faith that none can alter, 

 your servants undergird. 

 

4 Keep bright in us the vision 

 of days when war shall cease, 

 when hatred and division 

 give way to love and peace, 

 till dawns the morning glorious 

 when truth and love shall reign, 

 and Christ shall rule victorious 
 o'er all the world's domain. 

O God of Every Nation 
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Litany for the Nation in Time of War 

Adapted from Prayer Book for the Armed Services 

 

 

O God, the Father in heaven,  

 have mercy on us.  

O God, the Son, Redeemer of the world,  

 have mercy on us.  

O God, the Holy Spirit,  

 have mercy upon us.  

O Christ, merciful Savior, hear us in this hour:  

O Christ, visit us with your compassion.  

 

For our sins by which we have grieved you;  

 for the ways in which we forget your steadfast love;  

 for our indifference to the gospel and the witness of your   

  church;  

 for our apathy toward your call to faith;  

 for our failure to see the spiritual needs of those around us:  

 we beg your forgiveness,  

 

O Lord. O Christ, forgive us.  

O Christ, deliver us.  

 

That our nation may remember you as the God of mercy and truth;  

 that the fulfillment of your will may be our desire;  

 that we may be healed from the motives of greed and  

  revenge;  

 that we may discover through you a deeper experience of  

  prayer;  

 that we may offer unselfish devotion to the well-being of our  

  nation;  

 that you would uphold and guide all in authority;  

 that you would preserve our soldiers, sailors, and air force;  

 and that all our people may seek courage and a spirit of hope: 

 we ask this, O Lord.  
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Litany for the Nation in Time of War (Continued) 

Adapted from Prayer Book for the Armed Services 

 

 

To comfort those under the constant strain of apprehension;  

 to remember those in captivity;  

 to bind up the wounded, sheltering them under your care;  

 to stretch out your arm to all who are lonely, tempted, or  

  discouraged;  

 to have mercy upon all who trust in you:  

 we ask this, O Lord.  

 

To hasten the day of peace;  

 to cast away the threads of hate;  

 to forgive our enemies;  

 to scatter any who delight in war;  

 and to renew steadfast faith within us:  

 hear us, good Lord, and receive our prayer.  

 

O Christ, spare us.  

O Christ, heal us.  
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Eternal Father, Strong to Save  

All Service Adaption of the U.S. Navy Hymn  

Eternal Father, strong to save, Whose arm does bind the restless wave, 

Who bids the mighty ocean deep, Its own appointed limits keep;  

O hear us when we cry to Thee, For those in peril on the sea.  

 

Lord, guard and guide all those who fly Through the great spaces in the 

sky.  

Be with them always in the air, In darkening storms or sunlight fair;  

Oh, hear us when we lift our prayer, For those in peril in the air!  

 

O Christ, the Lord of hill and plain O’er which our soldiers go amain,  

by mountain pass or valley low, where ever Lord our soldiers go;  

Protect them by Thy guardian hand, From every peril on the land.  

 

Eternal Father, grant, we pray, To all Marines, both night and day,  

The courage, honor, strength, and skill Their land to serve, thy law fulfill; 

Be thou the shield forevermore From every peril to the Corps.  

 
Commendation  

Dear Friends,  

Let us commend all who have died,  

In service to their country, to the mercy of God.  

May they go forth in the name of God the Father Almighty who created 

them;  

in the name of Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, who redeemed them; 

in the name of the Holy Spirit who was poured out upon them.  

May they rest in peace and dwell forever in the paradise of God.  
Amen  

 
Peace  

Let us depart in peace. Amen  


