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May 17, 2020 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 
Gathering 

 Love, Divine, All Loves Excelling     Charles Wesley, 1707-1788 

 Verses 1 & 2 

 
Hymn of the Day 

 Goodness is Stronger than Evil     Text from An African Prayer Book 

   
Sending 

 Love, Divine, All Loves Excelling     Charles Wesley, 1707-1788 

 Verses 3 & 4 

 

 

St. Luke Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Knowing, Sharing, Celebrating Christ 
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Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 

 

1 Love divine, all loves excelling, 

 Joy of heav'n, to earth come down! 

 Fix in us thy humble dwelling, 

 all thy faithful mercies crown. 

 Jesus, thou art all compassion, 

 pure, unbounded love thou art; 

 visit us with thy salvation, 

 enter ev'ry trembling heart. 

 

2 Breathe, oh, breathe thy loving Spirit 

 into ev'ry troubled breast; 

 let us all in thee inherit; 

 let us find thy promised rest. 

 Take away the love of sinning; 

 Alpha and Omega be; 

 end of faith, as its beginning, 

 set our hearts at liberty. 

 

3 Come, Almighty, to deliver; 

 let us all thy life receive; 

 suddenly return, and never, 

 nevermore thy temples leave. 

 Thee we would be always blessing, 

 serve thee as thy hosts above, 

 pray, and praise thee without ceasing, 

 glory in thy perfect love. 

 

4 Finish then thy new creation, 

 pure and spotless let us be; 

 let us see thy great salvation 

 perfectly restored in thee! 

 Changed from glory into glory, 

 till in heav'n we take our place, 

 till we cast our crowns before thee, 

 lost in wonder, love, and praise! 
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Acts 17:22-31 

Paul’s Message to the Athenians 

 

22Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how  

extremely religious you are in every way. 23For as I went through the city and 

looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar 

with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as  

unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24The God who made the world and  

everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines 

made by human hands, 25nor is he served by human hands, as though he 

needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all 

things. 26From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, 

and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places 

where they would live, 27so that they would search for God and perhaps 

grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of 

us. 28For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of 

your own poets have said,  

 ‘For we too are his offspring.’ 

29Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like 

gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of  

mortals. 30While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he 

commands all people everywhere to repent, 31because he has fixed a day 

on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he 

has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from 

the dead.” 
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1 Peter 3:13-22 

The days of Noah, a sign of baptism 

 

 

13Who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14But even if you 

do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they 

fear, and do not be intimidated, 15but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. 

Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you 

an accounting for the hope that is in you; 16yet do it with gentleness and 

reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, 

those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to 

shame. 17For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s 

will, than to suffer for doing evil. 18For Christ also suffered for sins once for 

all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was 

put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in which also he 

went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20who in former 

times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah,  

during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were 

saved through water. 21And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves 

you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for 

a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has 

gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, 

and powers made subject to him. 
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John 14:15-21 

Christ our advocate 

 

 

Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If you love me, you will keep my  

commandments. 16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another  

Advocate, to be with you forever. 17This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world 

cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, 

because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 

  18“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19In a little while the 

world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will 

live. 20On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I 

in you. 21They who have my commandments and keep them are those who 

love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love 

them and reveal myself to them.” 
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Goodness Is Stronger than Evil 
 

Goodness is stronger than evil; 

love is stronger than hate; 

light is stronger than darkness; 

life is stronger than death; 

vict'ry is ours, vict'ry is ours, 

through God who loves us. 

Vict'ry is ours, vict'ry is ours, 

through God who loves us. 

 

Text from An African Prayer Book selected by Desmond Tutu, © 1995 by Desmond Tutu. Used by permission of Doubleday, a 
division of Random House, Inc., and Lynn C. Franklin Associates, Ltd. 

. 
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Sixth Sunday of Easter      May 17, 2020 
 

PRAYERS FOR Health and Healing: 

 Cheryl Y (friend of Pam Ferraro) broken hip 

 Harold (friend of  Toni & Percy Derr) battling cancer 

 Lucita Go, in ICU on ventilator because of Covid 19 

 Beth N (Tested positive for Covid-19) 

 Betty Musser who is undergoing chemotherapy 

 

PRAYERS FOR Those in Grief: 

 Family & Friends of Gerry (Toni Derr’s Sister) 

 Family & Friends of Mary Ann Rohrbach 

 Family & Friends of Gene Shober (Mike Mehle’s brother-in-law) 

 Family & Friends of Dr. Jairo Casas (Karen & David Girton’s  

son-in-law’s father) 

 Family & Friends of Hank Huber (cousin of Pete Huber) 

 Family & Friends of Ginny Miller (neighbor of Tom  Undercuffler) 

 Family & Friends of Paul Weller (Great Uncle of Ted Schlegel) 
 

PRAYERS FOR Those Needing Continued Prayers: 

 Bob Arobone, Larry Billger, Roy Geiger, Jalen Gray, Travis Reese, 

 Cookie Stasik and Khristopher Yoder 

 

 

Sponsors: 

Sanctuary Lamp: 

 In celebration of Gary & Linda Fronheiser’s 43rd wedding  

 anniversary 

Bulletins: 

 In celebration of Derek Hukari’s graduation by Ron &  

 Connie Hukari 
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Announcements                                   May 17, 2020  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your generosity during this time of quarantine.  

May our loving God keep you, your family and friends  

healthy in body and spirit.    

 

 

 

 

  St. Luke Evangelical Lutheran Church 

 35 Wilson Ave, PO Box 338 

  Gilbertsville, PA 19525 

  610-367-9738 

 

      Worship and Stewardship  

 
Our April Commitment            Our Generosity  Overage/Shortfall 

Budget          $11,964        $11,122              -$842 

Mission Support      $700          $656        -$44 

 

Sanctuary Lamp, Youth Group $380 

100th Anniversary Campaign 

Pledges received year to date:  $96,430 

Actual year to date: $58,345 (Including monies received from  

Stu Levengood Memorial & Craft Show) 


