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Invitation to Lent 
Friends in Christ,  

Today with the whole church we enter the time of remembering 

Jesus’ passover from death to life, and our life in Christ is renewed.   

We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for 

repentance and for God’s mercy.  

We are created to experience joy in communion with God, to love 

one another, and to live in harmony with creation. But our sinful 

rebellion separates us from God, our neighbors, and creation, so that 

we do not enjoy the life our creator intended. 

As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends 

against evil and resists whatever leads us away from love of God and 

neighbor.  

I invite you, therefore, to the discipline of Lent—self-examination and 

repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving and works of love—

strengthened by the gifts of word and sacrament. Let us continue our 

journey through these forty days to the great Three Days of Jesus’ 

death and resurrection. 
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Prelude       Lenten Meditation     Blake 
 

Gathering  
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Please rise in body or spirit.  
 

Confession and Forgiveness                                   Pastor 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who gathers us in the wilderness to redeem us, 

anoint us, and make us new. 
Amen. 
 

In these forty days, let us be honest, confess our sin, 

and receive God’s promise of mercy. 
 

God at the margins, 
We have wandered far from your home; 

again and again, we lose our way. 

We turn inward, afraid of the world around us. 

We forget that you have saved your people before 

and promise to do so again. 

Do not remember the deeds of our past, 

but turn our faces toward the future, 

where your forgiveness is sure, 

your welcome is clear, 

and your love overflows. 

Amen. 
 

Like a hen who gathers her chicks,  

God embraces you in tender care. 

Like manna in the desert, 

God feeds you with surprising mercy. 

Like a loving parent, 

God runs to meet you again this day, 

forgiving your sins for the sake of ☩ Christ, 

leading you from death into life.   
Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn              Oh, Love, How Deep                 ELW 322 
(Verses 1-4) 

Greeting                   Pastor 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son,  

and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Day             Assisting Minister 

Let us pray.  

Almighty and ever-living God,  
You hate nothing you have made,  

and you forgive the sins of all who are penitent.  

Create in us new and honest hearts,  

so that, truly repenting of our sins,  

we may receive from you, the God of all mercy,  

full pardon and forgiveness  

through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17                                                       Lector 
1Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy mountain!   

Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, for the day of the Lord is 

coming, it is near— 2a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds 

and thick darkness!  Like blackness spread upon the mountains a 

great and powerful army comes; their like has never been from of old, 

nor will be again after them in ages to come. 
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12Yet even now, says the Lord,  return to me with all your heart,  with 

fasting, with weeping, and with mourning;  13rend your hearts and not 

your clothing.  Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and 

merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love,  and relents 

from punishing.  14Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, and 

leave a blessing behind him,  a grain offering and a drink offering for 

the Lord, your God? 

 
15Blow the trumpet in Zion; sanctify a fast; call a solemn assembly; 
16gather the people.  Sanctify the congregation; assemble the aged; 

gather the children, even infants at the breast.  Let the bridegroom 

leave his room, and the bride her canopy. 

 
17Between the vestibule and the altar let the priests, the ministers of 

the Lord, weep.  Let them say, “Spare your people, O Lord, and do 

not make your heritage a mockery, a byword among the nations.  

Why should it be said among the peoples,  ‘Where is their God?’ ”  

 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10                          Lector 
20bWe entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our 

sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 

become the righteousness of God. 

 
6:1As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the 

grace of God in vain. 2For he says,  

 “At an acceptable time I have listened to you, 

  and on a day of salvation I have helped you.” 

 

See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! 3We 

are putting no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be 

found with our ministry, 4but as servants of God we have commended 
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ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, 

hardships, calamities, 5beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless 

nights, hunger; 6by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of 

spirit, genuine love, 7truthful speech, and the power of God; with the 

weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; 8in honor 

and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as 

impostors, and yet are true; 9as unknown, and yet are well known; as 

dying, and see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not killed; 10as 

sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as 

having nothing, and yet possessing everything. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Please rise in body or spirit.  
 

Gospel Acclamation                             ELW Setting X 

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21                                     Pastor 

The holy gospel according to Matthew the 6th Chapter. 
Glory to You, O Lord.  

 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Beware of practicing your piety before 

others in order to be seen by them; for then you have no reward from 

your Father in heaven. 
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2“So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as 

the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they 

may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their 

reward. 3But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what 

your right hand is doing, 4so that your alms may be done in secret; 

and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
 

5“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love 

to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that 

they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their 

reward. 6But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door 

and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in 

secret will reward you. 
 

16“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for 

they disfigure their faces so as to show others that they are fasting. 

Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 17But when you fast, 

put oil on your head and wash your face, 18so that your fasting may 

be seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret; and your 

Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
 

19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and 

rust consume and where thieves break in and steal; 20but store up for 

yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes 

and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure 

is, there your heart will be also.” 

 

The gospel of Christ. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 

Meditation                  The Rev. Mary Ann Harris Siefke 

 

Choir Anthem          Create In Me                 Burkhardt 

Valerie Schlegel, Soloist 
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Prayer                                              Pastor 

Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth. 

May these ashes be a sign of our mortality and penitence, reminding 

us that only by the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ are we given eternal 

life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
Imposition of Ashes 

You are invited forward to kneel or stand to receive the ashes.  

Ashes are received on the forehead as a remembrance of baptism. 

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you will return.  

 

Prayer 

Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, 

that we may show forth your glory in the world. 

By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior, 

bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.  Amen.   
 

Special Music           Beautiful Things                    Gungor 
All this pain. 

I wonder if I’ll ever find my way. 

I wonder if my life could really change at all. 

 

All this earth. 

Could all that is lost ever be found? 

Could a garden come up from this ground at all? 

 

You make beautiful things. 

You make beautiful things out of the dust. 

You make beautiful things. 

You make beautiful things out of us. 
 

All around. 

Hope is springing up from this old ground. 

Out of chaos life is being found in You. 

 

You make me new, You are making me new… 
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Please rise in body or spirit.  

Prayers of Intercession                             Assisting Minister 

Seeking the grace, mercy, and love of almighty God, we offer our 

prayers for the church, for people in need, and for all of creation. 
 

Holy and righteous God, teach us, your church, to be honest about 

our sinfulness. Turn our hearts back to you to receive the fullness of 

your forgiveness and redemption. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Open wide your hand to satisfy the needs of every living thing. Send 

your Spirit to places suffering from drought or floods. Fill every habitat 

with life. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Raise up reconcilers who point us to the sources of injustice and teach 

us how to build relationships. Establish your lasting peace among the 

nations. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Soothe the souls of people who feel like they are beyond your mercy. 

Wash away the barriers that keep us far from you, and restore joy in 

our lives. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Fill our fasting bodies with your Spirit of justice. Lead us into the 

challenging work of feeding and freeing all people. Fulfill your purpose 

in us. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Reveal the treasures of heaven through the witness of all your saints. 

Give us the will to journey faithfully and to bear Christ’s salvation to all 

who yearn for it. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Reveal your will as you receive our prayers, and conform our ways to 

your ways; through the saving work of Jesus Christ our Lord.   
Amen. 
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Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

Words of Institution                 Pastor 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Lord’s Prayer                                                                           Assisting Minister 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever.  

Amen. 
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Invitation to Communion                    Pastor 

Christ has prepared the feast. 

Come to the table where all are welcomed home. 
 

The assembly may be seated. 

Communion Song               ELW Setting X 

Communion 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Amen. 
              

Prayer after Communion          Assisting Minister 

Let us pray. 

Tender and merciful one, 
at your feast, you fed us who brought nothing, 

turning our emptiness into joy. 

Filled with your abundant grace, 

send us now to be ministers of reconciliation, 

mending broken hearts, working for justice, 

and striving for peace among all people, 

in the name of Jesus Christ.   

Amen. 
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Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

       

Blessing                                     Pastor 

God, who fills the creation with abundance, 

Christ, who spreads his arms in forgiveness, 

Holy Spirit, who draws ever near to us, 

☩ bless you and bring you to life everlasting. 
Amen 

 

Sending Song                       Oh, Love, How Deep                            ELW 322 

(Verses 5-7) 

 

Dismissal                                                                                   Assisting Minister 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude      Our Redeemer and Our Lord       Schreiner 
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The Rev. Mary Ann Siefke, Pastor 

Kathy Undercuffler, Assisting Minister 

Kathy Billger, Lector 

Dorothy Girton, Communion Assistant 

Lorelai Ingram, Acolyte 

Ron Hukari, Dave Janzow & Gene Levengood, Ushers 

Pat Hallman, Bulletin Volunteer 

 

 

 

The sanctuary lamp is sponsored in honor of our son’s birthday,  

Randy Reifsnyder, by Sandy Reifsnyder. 
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2019  

Mid-week Lenten Series 

“Beautiful Things” 
With 

Holden Evening Prayer 
 

Wednesday, March 13, 7:30 

“Beautiful Chaos” 

Genesis 1:1-2:4a 

Creation 

 
Wednesday March 20, 7:30 

“Beautiful  Hope” 

Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18; 8:6-18; 9:8-13 

The Flood 

 
Wednesday March 27, 7:30 

“Beautiful Old Ground” 

Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21 

The Red Sea 

 
Wednesday April 3, 7:30 

“Beautiful Dust” 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 

Dry Bones 

 
Wednesday April 10, 7:30 

“Beautiful Price” 

Isaiah 55:1-11 

Come to the Water 

 

Soup Supper 6:00-7:00. 
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2019  

Holy Week Worship  
&  

Fellowship Schedule 

 

 

Maundy Thursday April 18, 7:30 

Handwashing & Eucharist 

Stripping of the Altar 
 

Good Friday April 19, 7:30 

Tenebrae Worship 

Extinguishing of light 

Readings & Songs 
 

Children’s Easter Egg Hunt 

Saturday April 20, 11:00 

 

Resurrection Sunday April 21 

Worship 7:30 & 10:15 

Breakfast 9:00 
 

Youth Sunday April 28 

Worship 9:30 

Haley Hukari, Preacher 
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And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another,  

as God in Christ has forgiven you. 

Ephesians 4:32 
Verse of the Year 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#knowingsharingcelebratingchrist 


