
   

 

 

 

PRELUDE  

Amazing Grace 
setting, David Cherwien; ©1994 Summa Productions 

 

GATHERING HYMN: 

ELW 843    Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness 
Text: Rusty Edwards, b.1955, Text ©1987 Hope Publishing Company; Music:  

J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part III, 1813. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY: 

ELW 779    Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound 
Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, st.5; Music: W.  

Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835; arr. Edwin O. Excell, 1851-1921, alt. 

 
SENDING HYMN: 

ELW 673    God, Whose Almighty Word 
Text: John Marriott, 1780-1825, alt.; Music: Felice de Giardini, 1716-1796. 
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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit Calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE    
During the prelude, please use this time to quietly allow God to open your heart to his 
blessed presence. 

                   

WELCOME  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, 

Father, ☩Son, and Holy Spirit. 

who journeys with us these forty days, 

and sustains us with the gift of grace. 
Amen. 

Let us acknowledge before God and one another 

our need for repentance and God’s mercy. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Holy God, 
we confess to you our faults and failings. 

Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word; 

we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; 

we spoil rather than steward your creation; 

we cause hurt though you call us to heal; 

we choose fear over compassion. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 

as we seek to follow in your way of life. 

Amen. 

St. Luke Lutheran Church is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the 

Lenapehoking people and we give thanks for their presence here since time 

immemorial.  We also wish to recognize and honor all our Indigenous siblings who 

have and continue to call this land their home. 
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Hear the good news: 

God so loved the world that God gave God’s only Son, 

so that all may receive life. 

This promise is for you! 

God embraces you with divine mercy, 

☩ forgives you in the name of Jesus, 

and revives you in the Spirit’s power. 
Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN     Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness      ELW 843 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you 

 

 PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God,  
our leader and guide,  

Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ,  

and come among us.  

By your gracious life and death for us,  

bring light into the darkness of our hearts,  

and anoint us with your Spirit,  

for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 
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WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

FIRST READING:                     

A reading from 1 Samuel 16:1-13 

 
1The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have 

rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set 

out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for 

myself a king among his sons.” 2Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul 

hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you, 

and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3Invite Jesse to the 

sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for 

me the one whom I name to you.” 4Samuel did what 

the LORD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city 

came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come 

peaceably?” 5He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to 

the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And 

he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 

 6When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely 

the LORD’s anointed is now before the LORD.” 7But the LORD said to 

Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, 

because I have rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; 

they look on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the 

heart.” 8Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before 

Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 9Then Jesse 

made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen 

this one.” 10Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and 

Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of these.” 11Samuel 

said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet 

the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, 

“Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” 12He 

sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, 

and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the 
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one.” 13Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the 

presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon 

David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 23 

 

 1The LORD is my shepherd; 

  I shall not be in want. 

 2The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures 
  and leads me beside still waters. 

 3You restore my soul, O LORD, 

  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 

 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear 
no evil; 

  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  

 5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 

  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 

 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  

 

SECOND READING:            

A reading from Ephesians 5:8-14 

 
8Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as 

children of light—9for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and 

right and true. 10Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part 

in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it is 

shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; 13but 

everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14for everything that 

becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 

 “Sleeper, awake! 
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  Rise from the dead, 

 and Christ will shine on you.” 

 

Word of God, Word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

Please rise in body or spirit 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

GOSPEL:    

The holy gospel according to John 9:1-41 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

1As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples 

asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born 

blind?” 3Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was 

born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4We must work 

the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no 

one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the 

world.” 6When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud 

with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to him, 

“Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and 

washed and came back able to see. 8The neighbors and those who 

had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who 
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used to sit and beg?” 9Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, 

“No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10But 

they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11He 

answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and 

said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and 

received my sight.” 12They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not 

know.” 

 13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been 

blind. 14Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and 

opened his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had 

received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I 

washed, and now I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not 

from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How 

can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were 

divided. 17So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about 

him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 

 18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received 

his sight until they called the parents of the man who had received his 

sight 19and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? 

How then does he now see?” 20His parents answered, “We know that this 

is our son, and that he was born blind; 21but we do not know how it is that 

now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of 

age. He will speak for himself.” 22His parents said this because they were 

afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who 

confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the 

synagogue. 23Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 

 24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and 

they said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a 

sinner.” 25He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I 

do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26They said to him, “What 

did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27He answered them, “I 

have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to 

hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28Then they 

reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of 
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Moses. 29We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, 

we do not know where he comes from.” 30The man answered, “Here is 

an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet 

he opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but 

he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since 

the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a 

person born blind. 33If this man were not from God, he could do 

nothing.” 34They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are 

you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. 

 35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, 

he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who 

is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” 37Jesus said to him, “You 

have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 38He said, “Lord, I 

believe.” And he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “I came into this world for 

judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do 

see may become blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees near him heard this 

and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41Jesus said to them, 

“If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We 

see,’ your sin remains.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

The assembly is seated. 

 

MESSAGE                                       Bobbie Hoffman 
Please rise in body or spirit. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY   Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound         ELW 779 

  

 CREED 

Together, let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles Creed.  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
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I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

The assembly is seated. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the 

world, and all of creation. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

Eternal God, you seal us by the Holy Spirit and mark us with the cross of 

Christ forever in baptism. Inspire us by your love as together we strive for 

justice and peace in all the earth. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

 

Creating God, by your word you have made all things, and you hate 

nothing you have made. Teach us to perceive the beauty of the 

breadth of your creation, from the grandest mountain range to the 

smallest springtime bud. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
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Powerful God, you anoint kings and establish rulers. Guide the work of 

heads of state and elected officials. Encourage them to lead with justice 

and to remove barriers that impede the well-being of all. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

 

Shepherding God, you lead us beside still waters and restore our souls. 

Keep watch over those who weep; tend all who are sick and comfort 

those who grieve. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

 

God our host, you fill us at your table with more than we could ever ask. 

Feed us with hunger for justice. Equip the feeding ministries of this 

congregation and community. Nourish us so we can nourish our 

neighbors. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

 

God of history, with thanksgiving we remember our ancestors in faith who 

cared for your people especially Joseph, Thomas, Jonathan, and Oscar. 

We praise you for the ways they formed the faith of others and continue 

to inspire us. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your 

promise to renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

God of good gifts, 
receive these and all our offerings 

as we present them in faithful service 
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for the sake of your gospel. 

Prepare our hearts to receive you  

as you pour out your very presence 

through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. 

Amen. 
 

 LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

Please rise in body and spirit. 
 

BLESSING 

Church, receive this blessing. 
 

God, the giver of love, 

☩ Christ, the resurrection and the life, 

and the Holy Spirit of rebirth 

bless you in this Lenten journey.  Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN              God, Whose Almighty Word                 ELW 673 
  

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace.  Follow the way of Jesus. 
Knowing, sharing and celebrating Christ. 
 

POSTLUDE    

From Sundayandseasons.com 

 

Lectionary for March 20 - 25 

 

Monday – Psalm 146; Isaiah 59:9-19; Acts 9:1-20 

Tuesday – Psalm 146; Isaiah 42:14-21; Colossians 1:9-14 

Wednesday – Psalm 146; Isaiah 60:17-22; Matthew 9:27-34 

Thursday –    Psalm 130; Ezekiel 1:1-3; 2:8—3:3; Revelation 10:1-11 

Friday –  Psalm 130; Ezekiel 33:10-16; Revelations 11:15-19 

Saturday - Psalm 130; Ezekiel 36:8-15; Luke 24:44-53 
 

Today’s Worship Leaders: 

Worship Leader:  Bobbie Hoffman 

Director of Music:  Lincoln Noecker 

Lector:  Kathy Billger 

Audio Video: Ron Hukari 

Ushers:  Gary Fronheiser, Ron Hukari 
 

PRAYERS FOR Health and Healing: 

· Polly Blackwell; pain from arthritis 

· Linda Fronheiser, heart surgery 

· Hilda Cooney, hospitalized 
 

PRAYERS FOR those in grief: 

· Family & friends of those who lost a loved one. 
 

PRAYERS FOR those Needing Continued Prayers:  

 Bob Arobone  Tom Bucks   Kristopher Yoder  

 Jalen Gray   Larry Kuser  Sharon Smith  

 Bonnie Ritter    
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PRAYERS FOR those at home: 

 Charles & Gloria Christman Jean & Bill Christy    

 Marie Geiger   Paul McFarland    

 Ruth Nice    Helen Penketh    

 Clayton & Ann Rhoads  Cookie Stasik 
  
 

IN OUR PRAYERS:  This morning in our prayers we remember the saints 

whose commemorations fall during this week:  
 

March 19  JOSEPH, GUARDIAN OF JESUS 

March 21  Thomas Cranmer, Bishop of Canterbury, martyr, 1556 

March 22  Jonathan Edwards, teacher, missionary to American Indians, 

  1758 

March 24  Oscar Arnulfo Romero, Bishop of El Salvador, martyr, 1980 

March 25  ANNUNCIATION OF OUR LORD 
 

 

 Welcome Bobbie Hoffman 

We welcome Bobbie Hoffman, Director of Discipling at St. James 

Lutheran Church in Limerick. We thank you for leading our worship today. 
 

Today’s Project 

Join us in Memorial Hall after the service to sign greeting cards or make 

your own cards for the people in Bohodukhiv, Ukraine. 
 

Ukrainians have a tradition for the priest to bless their Easter baskets.  Last 

Easter they could not go to church or gather anywhere in large groups.  

The same applies for this Easter.  So, we are sending cards of cheer. 

All you need to do is sign one of the greeting cards.  Add “Dear Friend” 

and perhaps “thinking of you” or some other message.  Please print and 

only sign your first name.  There are also note cards if you wish to 

compose your own cheer.  Do not write anything political as this is a 

people-to-people project.  There is also plain paper for those who are 

creative and want to design a card. 
 

Do not seal the envelope.  Vita, one of the English teachers, will deliver 

the cards to her students to translate.  Since students cannot attend 
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Date Week of March 19-25 Location 

Sunday, March 19 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 

9:30 am Worship 

10:30 am Handbell Choir 

Nave 

Nave 

Tuesday, March 21 
6:30 pm Cherub Choir 

7:00 pm Boy Scouts 

Choir Room 

Memorial Hall  

Wednesday, March 22 
1:00-4:00 pm CCR Shopping 

7:00 pm Lenten Worship 

CCR 

Fellowship Hall 

Friday, March 24 8:30 pm AA Meeting Class Room Downstairs 

Worship Leaders Sunday, March 26 Sunday, April 2 

Lector Pat Hallman Ron Ball 

Ushers Dave Girton, Ron Hukari Ron Hukari, Dave Janzow 

Audio Video Mike Ferraro Ron Ball 

Office Volunteer Cindy Bealer (March 23) Pat Hallman (March 30) 

100th Anniversary Campaign 

Pledges received year to date:  $96,430 

Actual monies received to date:  $123,464 

            Worship and Stewardship  

Our February Commitment             Our Generosity  Overage/Shortfall 

          Budget                 $13,064             $8,282      - $4,782 

          Mission Support         $544               $   480                           - $     64 

                                            Endowment: $50 and Memorial $25 

classes, our cards serve a dual purpose.  You many write Woman, Man 

or Friend on the envelope.  Letters will be mailed to reach Bohodukhiv 

by Orthodox Easter. 
 

Those of you playing bells may sign a card after practice.  Thank you! 


