
March 18, 2020


Dear Friends in Christ,


Grace and Peace to you from God and from our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ.  

The staff and leadership of St. Luke have met to discuss the best course of action for 
our community of faith during the COVID-19 Pandemic.  We will continue to meet to 
access the situation.  Below is information regarding cancellations at St. Luke.


1)  We have suspended face to face, in-sanctuary worship for the present time.  

We will update you when we are ready to gather in person again in our sanctuary.  

Until then, we will offer worship services online.  


2)  We will go Facebook Live at 9:30 a.m. Sundays, 7:15 p.m. Wednesdays (through 
April 1) and 7:15 pm Maundy Thursday and Good Friday on our Facebook page.  To-
gether we will share worship and prayer.  Here are instructions on how to connect to 
worship for those who do AND those who do NOT have a Facebook account.   


	 For those who DO have a Facebook account:  

	 Go online, go to www.facebook.com, and login to your Facebook account.  

	 Do a page search for St. Luke Lutheran Church, Gilbertsville, PA.  

	 Click on the link to our page, and scroll down to the posts.  


	 For those who do NOT have a Facebook account, you do NOT need one.  

	 Go online, and go to www.facebook.com/KnowingSharingCelebratingChrist 

	 Wait for the Pop Up Box that ask you to login or create an account 

	 	 (ignore the login at the bottom of the screen).

	 At the bottom of the Pop Up box, there should be a spot that says “Not Now” 

	 	 (it may be in smaller typeface).  Click on “Not Now”.

	 You should be able to see the Facebook page for St. Luke.  

	 Scroll down to the posts.  

	 When we begin Live Streaming you will see an active video of worship.  

	 Turn the volume up on the sound on your device.  

	 

3)  We hope to share information each week on our webpage and social media sites, 
including a weekly bulletin of announcements and prayer requests. 


4)   We have cancelled ALL church activities and ministries, including, but not limit-
ed to the Community Clothing Rack, Confirmation Classes, Council & Committee 
Meetings, Scouts, Choir rehearsals and Bible Studies.   When we are ready to resume 
activities, we will send you an update. 


http://www.facebook.com


5) We are also cancelling all Fellowship Hall rentals for March and April.  We are con-
tacting everyone who has already made a reservation for these months. 


6)  We are working with New Hanover Evangelical Lutheran Church to help those who 
are in need of grocery shopping and meals.  Please let us know if you, or someone you 
know is in need of help. 


7)  Please remember to continue to give financially to St. Luke.  We still have bills to 
pay and ministries to support.  Our goal is to be ready to bounce back once the con-
cern is over.  Please make your contributions using one of the following options:


• Submit your contributions by mail to: 

	 	 St. Luke Lutheran Church

	 	 P.O. Box 338

	 	 Gilbertsville, PA 19525


• Submit your contributions electronically using the “Give +” App” by:

	 	 	 1. Clicking on your app store of choice and enter “Give Plus App”

	 	 	 2. Download the app and create an account

	 	 	 3. Search for Family of God Lutheran Church

	 	 	 4. Select your donation frequency and amount

8) Visitation:  At this time, Pastor Mary Ann Siefke, will cease in-person visits to those 
who are the most fragile in our community, except for end of life care.  We will visit by 
phone or written notes to stay in touch and to share hope. We encourage others in our 
community to reach out in these same ways to care for others. Christ calls us to love 
our neighbors and we can do that even if not in person. We have been instructed by 
local senior communities that we cannot visit our members. Our staff and leaders will 
follow the instructions of authorities in these matters. In critical cases and end of life 
care, we will consult with families and care facilities in order to determine how and 
when to safely visit and bear God’s presence to those in need.


9) How to Contact Us: If you need to contact the Pastor or the church office, please do 
so by email or call the church office.  


10) Please pray for those who are sick, those who mourn, those who live in fear and 
those who lead in these anxious times. Pray for our community, our staff and leaders, 
and our ongoing proclamation of grace and hope through Jesus Christ. Pray that we 
know God’s presence clearly and can wisely discern our path in uncertainty and confu-
sion.

May God give us the courage to move forward in hope.

May Jesus Christ give us the strength to move forward in love.  

May the Holy Spirit give us the wisdom to work in the world in bold new ways. 




+Peace to You, 


Pastor Mary Ann Siefke 


