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Sunday, June 30, 2019 

Retiree Sunday 

St. Luke Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Gilbertsville, PA 
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We have no good apart from God.  

That makes our Lord’s call to follow him an invitation to freedom.  

This is freedom to revel in the Spirit’s fruits:  

love, joy, peace, patience, and the like.  

This is the path of life.  

Acolyte 

Prelude  There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy           Wood 

 

Gathering 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

Please rise in body or spirit.  

 

Confession and Forgiveness                             Pastor 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 

 

Seeking reconciliation with God and neighbor, 

let us remember the gift of baptism and confess our sin. 
 

God of mercy, 
we confess that we have sinned against you, 

against one another, 

and against the earth entrusted to our care. 

We are worried and distracted by many things, 

and we fail to love you above all else. 

We store up treasures for ourselves 

and turn away from our neighbors in need. 

Forgive us, that we may live in the freedom of your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
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When we were laid low by sin and guilt, 

God made us alive together with Christ, 

forgiving us ☩ all our trespasses 

by taking our sins to the cross. 

For freedom Christ has set us free: 

Rejoice in this good news! 
Amen. 

 

Gathering Song             Be Thou My Vision         ELW 793 

 

Greeting                               Pastor 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 

Kyrie                                                                                             ELW Setting X 
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Canticle of Praise                                  ELW Setting X 

Prayer of The Day                                                                   Assisting Minister 

Let us pray.  
Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts,  

you call us to obey you,  

and you favor us with true freedom.  

Keep us faithful to the ways of your Son,  

that, leaving behind all that hinders us,  

we may steadfastly follow your paths,  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen 
The assembly is seated. 
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Word 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
Time With Children                 Pastor 

 

Readings            Assisting Minister 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Please rise in body or spirit.   

 
Gospel Acclamation                          ELW Setting X   

Gospel Reading  

The holy gospel according to ________. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

The gospel of Christ. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The assembly is seated. 
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Proclamation       The Rev. Mary Ann Harris Siefke 

 
Please rise in body or spirit.  

 

Hymn of the Day           Will You Come And Follow Me                 ELW 798 

 

Creed             Assisting Minister 

Together, let us confess our faith using the words of  

the Apostle’s Creed. 

 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

 

Prayer of Intercession                             Assisting Minister 

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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Peace                  Pastor 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
The assembly is seated. 

 

Meal 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 

Offering 

Your generosity and stewardship is a blessing  

to the mission and ministry of Jesus Christ through the church.  
 

Choir Anthem     There Is an Everlasting Kindness      Getty/Townend 
 

Please rise in body or spirit.  
 

Offering Response            ELW 182 
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Offering Prayer                    Assisting Minister 

Let us pray. 

Blessed are you, O God, 
for the greening earth given for all, 

for the talents we are given to share, 

and for this bread and wine. 

Transform us to be the body of Christ, 

that, feasting on this food and drink, 

our lives may reflect your generosity; 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 
Great Thanksgiving                         Pastor 

Dialogue                                  ELW  Setting X 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Preface                                                                                       ELW Setting X 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ: 

The one who invited the disciples to follow. 

The one who invites us to follow. 

The one who calls us to proclaim the Kingdom of God  

without looking back.  

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, Holy. Holy                                                                         ELW Setting X 

Thanksgiving At The Table 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Lord’s Prayer           Assisting Minister 

Let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion               Pastor 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say,  

“The body of Christ, given for you.  The blood of Christ, shed for you.” 

Each person may then respond, “Amen,” or “Thanks Be to God.” 

The ministers communion before others commune. 

 

If preferred, grape juice is offered in individual glasses  

And gluten free wafers are available. 

 

The assembly is seated.  
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Communion Song                                ELW Setting  X 

The assembly may remain seated.  

 

Prayer After Communion                                                      Assisting Minister 

Let us pray. 

O God, in this holy communion 
you have welcomed us into your presence, 

nourished us with words of mercy, 

and fed us at your table. 

Amid the cares of this life, 

strengthen us to love you with all our heart, 

serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, 

and honor the earth you have made; 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 
The assembly is seated. 
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Litany of Thanksgiving, Retirement & Blessing 
Pastor 

After prayerful deliberation, 

Karen Huss, Director of Music at St. Luke Lutheran Church, 

has decided to retire after 46 years of service to God 

through the ministry of music. 
Lector 

Karen, our Lord Jesus, who came among us as a servant, 

called you to faith and a vocation of music ministry. 

You came among us, five years ago, 

as one invited to render a particular service, 

a gift from God to inspire us to love and worship. 

 

Karen, we thank you for committing yourself, 

your time, and your talents, to the position of  

Director of Music at St. Luke Lutheran Church.  

We thank you for carrying out your ministry  

in accordance with the holy scriptures. 

 

Karen, may you continue to be diligent in your study  

of the holy scriptures and faithful in your use  

of the means of grace, worship and in prayer. 

 

Karen, may you continue to grow in love  

for the church and it’s neighbors.  

May you continue to be clothed  

with the gospel of Jesus Christ and to follow him,  

your whole life long. 
Assisting Minister 

Let us pray.          

Gracious God,  

we thank you for the vocation of your servant, Karen.  

We praise you for 46 years of music ministry in and among the people 

of St. Gabriel’s Episcopal Church, Douglassville, Zion’s United Church 

of Christ, Pottstown, and here at St. Luke, Gilbertsville.  
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Karen has enriched these communities and the world through her 

vocation and service.  Grant that she may continue to praise and 

follow you her whole life long.   
Amen 
 

At this time all retirees are invited to the chancel.   
 

Christian Vocation                Pastor 

Through the waters of baptism, Jesus calls all people to follow him. 

By the power of the Holy Spirit, you were claimed and named, 

children of God. and given unique gifts to share,  

Today, we celebrate you and  thank you for your life’s work,  

your Christian Vocation. 

 
Charge 

As your routine changes, may you continue to follow Jesus. 

As new opportunities arise,  

may you continue to take part in God’s creating power. 

As your journey continues to unfold,  

may you always know the power of the Holy Spirit to sustain you. 

 
Blessing            

People of God, I ask you be bless,  

these brothers and sisters in Christ, in their retirement 

And to pray for them.   

 

Receive this blessing. 
Almighty God bless you,  

and direct your days and your deeds in peace,  

that you may continue to be faithful servants of Christ  

all the days of your life. 

Amen. 
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Sending 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

Choral Benediction            Go, in Love     Price/Besig 

 
Please rise in body or spirit.  

 

Blessing                  Pastor 

Live your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in him, 

and abound in thanksgiving; 

and the blessing of the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

be upon you and remain with you forever. 
Amen. 

 

Sending Song  Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me        ELW 767

  

Sending into Mission          Assisting Minister 

Go in peace. Christ is sending you. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude    Fantasia on “Praise Him! Praise Him!         Clarke 
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Announcements                                                                         June 30, 2019 

 

TODAY  

 

St. Luke Softball 

Today’s Softball game is cancelled.   

The next game will be July 14 at Douglass Park. 
 

Retirement Celebration  

Following worship in Memorial Hall. 
 

Vacation Bible School 

Sunday July 7– Thursday July 11, 2019 

6:30 – 8:30 PM 

To Mars and Beyond: Explore Where God’s Power Can Take You!   

At, To Mars and Beyond VBS, your child/children will enjoy an 

interactive, energizing, Bible-based good time  

as they explore where God’s power can take them.  

They will become Voyagers and discover how to serve God and 

God’s mission for their lives.   

Registration forms can be found in the church library  

or at stlukegilbertsville.org/forms 
 

VBS will conclude Thursday Evening, July 11  

with a congregational picnic! 
 

Celebrate Your Faith Night 

Sunday August 4, 2019 

5:15pm 

St. Luke will, once again, participate in  

Celebrate Your Faith Night  

at the Reading Fightin Phils’.   

Tickets are $25 a person and include a buffet dinner.   

Please see Megan Ingram to sign up. 

 Deadline for tickets is July 21st.  
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Redner’s Save-A-Tape 

Just a reminder for those who shop at Redner’s.   

Please save your receipts and place them in the box in the narthex.   

Receipts need to include the total amount spent  

and the save-a-tape amount.   

These receipts will be submitted and the church will receive a refund. 

 
 Lutheran Summer Music Program 

Lorelai Ingram has arrived at Valparaiso University,  

host campus of Lutheran Summer Music (LSM).  This is the nation’s premier 

faith-based music academy for high school students.  

In addition to advanced musical instruction and numerous performance 

opportunities, LSM students form an intentional community,  

living together for four weeks on a Lutheran college campus.    

Lorelai would enjoy kind words, notes of encouragement and prayers!  

 

Lorelai Ingram 

c/o Lutheran Summer Music Program 

Valparaiso University 

1509 Chapel Drive, Room 145 

Valparaiso, IN 46383 

 

 

 
Worship and Stewardship  

Attendance on June 23, 2019 9:30am: 68 

Our Weekly Commitment           Our Response Overage/Shortfall 

Current Expenses   $2,920       $2,519                  -$401 

Mission Support      $166                $232                 +$66 
 

Bulletins, Hall Rental, Energy, Capital Improvements,  

Community Clothing Rack and Vacation Bible School $517 
 

Noisy Offering collected for the Musicians in Ministry Fund $179.66 



17 

 

June 30, 2019 Sponsors 

Flowers:  The flowers are sponsored by the choir with joy and thanksgiving 

to God in celebration of Karen's retirement.  Thank you, Karen, for your six 

years' of dedicated service to St. Luke.  May your retirement be as bright 

and cheerful as the flowers!!! 
 

Sanctuary Lamp: In honor of Eli Remington’s 8th birthday, by the Ingram’s. 
 

PRAYERS FOR Health and Healing 

 Calvin, four year old recovering from a snake bite, friend of Valerie 

Schlegel. 

 John Geiger, nephew of Roy and Marie Geiger, beginning infusion 

treatments, July 10, for several sites of internal melanoma. 

 Nathaniel Davenport, 8 year old undergoing treatment for cancer.  

 Hilda Cooney, hospitalized this week. 

 Kristi Gresh, recovering from throat surgery, co-worker of               

Lori Fitzgerald. 

 Dianne Augustine, receiving treatment for a severe eye infection. 

 Maura Michels, recovering from a concussion, undergoing testing 

related to loss of consciousness.  

 Deb Harris, recovering from a broken fibula. 

 Andrew, recovering from a cardiac arrest. 

PRAYERS FOR Those in Grief 

 Family and friends of Pauline Renninger. 

 Family and friends of R. John Baver, friend of the Michael and Pam 

Ferraro. 

 Family and friends of Ann Donato, sister of Michael Ferraro. 

 Family and friends of Michael Hutchison, relative of Dorothy Girton. 

 Family and friends of Raymond Billger, brother of Larry and Kathy 

Billger. 

 Family and friends of Jason Beavens, friend of Michelle Rhoads. 
 

PRAYERS FOR Those Needing Continued Prayers 

Bob Arobone, Larry Billger, George Evans, Roy Geiger, Jalen Gray, Travis 

Reese, Lexi Runyen, Cookie Stasik, Linda Wade, and Khristopher Yoder. 
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 Schedule for the week of  

June 30-July 7 

Location of Events 

Sunday 

Retiree Sunday 

June 30 

8:30 Bible Study 

9:30 Worship 

11:00 Retirement Celebration 

 

Green Room 

Sanctuary 

Memorial Hall 

Monday 

July 1 

  

Tuesday 

July 2 

6:30 Property Committee 

7:00 Patrol Leaders’ Council 

8:00 Troop Committee Meeting 

Green Room 

Memorial Hall  

Memorial Hall 

Wednesday 

July 3 

9-12pm CCR Open for 

Donations 

6:30 Venture Crew 

Lower Level Clothing 

Rack 

Memorial Hall 

Thursday 

July 4 

Independence Day 

Church Office Closed 
 

Friday 

July 5 

8:30 AA 

 

Lower Level Classroom 

 

Saturday 

July 6 

VBS Set Up  

Sunday 

July 7 

9:30 Worship 

6:30 Vacation Bible School 

Sanctuary 

Memorial Hall 
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Office Administrator, Megan Ingram will be on vacation June 30 to July 7.    

She will be back in the church office, Monday, July 8.  

Worship 

Leaders 

Sunday, June 30 Sunday, July 7 

Assisting 

Minister 

Connie Hukari Kathy Billger 

Lector Kathy Billger Dave Janzow 

Communion 

Assistants 

Dave Durante  

& Ruth Ann Shaner 

Dorothy Girton 

Acolyte Emily Geiger Emily Geiger 

Greeters Shirley Moyer & Hilda Cooney Dave & Trudy Durante 

Office 

Volunteer 

June 28: Hilda Cooney July 5: Nancy Ballantyne 

Ushers Larry Billger, Terry Conrad,  

& Ross Geiger  

Dave Girton, Ron Girton, 

Sherwood Hallman  

& Pete Huber 

Counters Kathy Billger, Dave Durante  

& Ross Geiger 

Kathy Billger, Dave Durante  

& Ross Geiger 

Mowers Larry Kuser Larry Kuser 

Sacristans Donna Biehl & Merrie Gephart Pat Hallman & Deb Harris 
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And be kind to one another, tenderhearted,  

forgiving one another,  

as God in Christ has forgiven you. 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 
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